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Piha eae 


Slight faultes are foone corrected, as that of ze mar- 
fhalling without a comme, in the leafe C. or any the like: 
but in the fame leafe there efcaped a grofe errour, to be 
corrected thus: 

Fler beginning, like the pureft Oyle zz the crowne of the 
rondelet: Her proceeding, like the foveraineft wine zz the 
middeft of the Butt: Her ending, like the fweeteft hoony 
on the bottome of the hoony-pot. 


Ste pained x Ne 


ce 


: : ‘ ; a 
.: ee wind i i cit ee Re 


a 


INTRODUCTION. 


Tuts singular and important tract must be read in immediate 
connexion with Greene’s “ Quip for an Upstart Courtier”’, which 
formed the third of our present series of reprints: after “‘ Pierce 
Penniless”, Harvey’s “ Four Letters and certain Sonnets” follow 
in natural sequence; and then will come Nash’s “ Strange News, 
Four Letters confuted”’. 

These productions are already in the hands of the reader of 
our present Series ; and next to them will succeed H arvey’s reply 
to Nash, under the title of “A new Letter of notable Contents” : 
all belong to the years 1592 and 1593, but the last is a brief pro- 
duction, and professes only to treat of the pending controversy, as 
it were, incidentally. We shall endeavour to give it next; and 
then, so far, the collection will be complete, excepting that, with the 
date of 1593, we shall reprint an epistle by Nash preceding his 
‘“‘Christ’s Tears over J erusalem”’, in which the writer refers 
to certain offers of conciliation, which had been made by him, and 
rejected by Harvey. In due course we shall follow up the 
“flyting” by the larger publications of both parties, viz., Harvey’s 
“ Pierce’s Supererogation”’, and Nash’s “ Have with you to 
Saffron Walden, or Gabriel Harvey’s Hunt is up”: the close of 


the whole contest will be Harvey’s as Trimming of Thomas 


caf 


il 


Nash”’, published under the pseudonome of Richardo de Medico 
Campo, 7. e., Richard Litchfield, the barber of Cambridge. This 
was in 1597; and we only know of the existence of a single copy 
of it, because an order was then issued from authority for burning 
the whole controversy. 

Harvey was considerably older than his antagonist, but long 
survived him, for Nash was dead in 1601. The two tracts, 
‘‘ Pierce’s Supererogation” and “ Have with you to Saffron 
Walden’, are long; and our readers must not look for them until 
some time shall have elapsed, on account of their extent and the 
difficulty of procuring transcripts: it may be necessary to divide 
each of them into two parts. 

Our reproduction of ‘‘ Pierce Penniless’ Supplication” is from 
the second edition, which the author revised and corrected; and 
the copy we have used has Quod T. Nashe in manuscript at the 
end of it, together with various additional marginal notes, which 
are probably not in the handwriting of the author. This im- 
pression, with its many changes, has not been duly noticed by 
bibhographers: we saw it twenty-five years ago, but we never 
had an opportunity of collating it until recently : the preliminary 
Hpistle to Abel Jeffes, condemning the first edition printed by 
Richard Jones, is its great peculiarity. The spelling, to which 
we have, as usual, closely adhered, even in the Latin quotations, 
varies throughout; so that the whole tract, in the printer’s 


: ; 
phrase, Was set up again. 


RPC AAG? 


A private Epiftle of the Author to the Printer. 


Wherein his full meaning and purpofe (in 
publifhing this booke) is fet foorth. 


AITH, Jf am verte forrie (Sir) I am thus unawares 
betrayed to infamie. You write to mee, my booke ts 
hafiing to the fecond imprefion: he that hath once broke the 
ace of tmpudence neede not care how deepe he wade in dtfcre- 
dite. I confeffe tt to be a meere toy, not deferving any judt- 
cial mans view: If tt have found any friends, fo it ts; you 
know very well that it was abroad a fortnight ere I knewe of 
at, and uncorretied and unfinished, tt hath offred it felfe to 
the open fcorne of the world. Had you not beene fo forward 
on the vepublifhing of rt, you fhould have had certayne Epis- 
tles to Orators and Poets, to infert to the later end: as, 
namely, to the ghoft of Machevill, of Tully, of Ovid, of 
Rofcius, of Pace, the Duke of Norfolk's Fefier; and, lafily, 
to the ghoft of Robert Greene, telling him what a coyle there 
7s with pampheting on him after his death, Thefe were pre- 
pared for Pierce Penileffe firft fetting foorth, had not the 
feare of infection detained mee with my lord in the countrey. 


Now, this 1s that [ would have you to do in this fecond 


1V 
edition: Firft, cut off that long-tayld title, and let mee not, in 
the forefront of my booke, make a tedious mountebank’s ora- 
tion to the Reader, when in the whole there is nothing pratife- 
worthte. 

I heare fay, there be obfcure imitators, that goe about to 
frame a fecond part to it, and offer it to fell m Paules 
Churchyard and elfewhere, as from me. Let me requeft you 
(as ever you will expect any favour at my hands) to get fome 
body to write an Epifile before tt, ere you fet rt to fale againe, 
wmporting thus much: that tf any fuch lewde devife intrude 
at felfe to their handes, tt ts a cofenage, and plaine knavery of 
him that fels tt, to get mony, and that I have no manner of 
entereft or acquaintance with it. Indeed, if my leyfure were 
Juch as I could wifh, I might haps (halfe a yeare henee) write 
the retourne of the Knight of the Poft from Hell, with the 
Devils anfwer to the Supplication; but, as for a fecond part 
of Pierce Penileffe, et 7s a moft ridiculous rogery. 

Others news I am advertifed of: that a feald triviall 
hing pamphlet, called Greens Groats-worth of Wit, zs given 
out to be of my doing. God never have care of my Soule, but 
utterly renounce me, if the leaft word or fyllable in it pro- 
ceeded from my penne, or if I were any way privie to the 


wring or printing of tt. Iam growne at length to fee into 
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the vanitie of the worlde more than cver I did, and now T 
condemne my felfe for nothing fo much as Playing the dolt in 
print. Out upon it! tt ts odious, [pecially in this moraliz- 
ng age, wherein every one feekes to Jhew himfelfe a polititian 
by mis-interpreting. 

Ln one place of my booke Pierce Penilefte Satth but to the 
Knight of the Poft, 1 pray how might I call you; and they 
Jay I meant one Howe, a knave of that trade, that I never 
heard of before. 

Lhe antiquaries are offended without caufe, thinking I 
oe about to detract from that excellent profefion, when (God 
as my witneffe) I reverence it as much as any of them all, and 
had no manner of allufion to them that fiumble at it, TI 
hope they wil give me leave to think there be Jooles of that 
art, as well as of all other ; but to faye I utterly condemne it 
as an uifrurtfull ftudie, or feeme to defpife the excellent gual- 
lified partes of it, it is a moft falfe and injurious furmife. 
There ts nothing that, if a man lift, he may not wreft or per- 
vert: [ cannot forbid anie to thinke villatnoufly. Sed caveat 
emptor: de¢ the interpreter beware, for none ever heard mee 
make allegories of an idle text. Write who wil againft me, 
but let him look his life be without fcandale ; for tf he touch 
me never fo litle, Lle be as good as the Blacke Booke to in 


and his kindred. 
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| Beggerly les no beggerly wit but can invent: who fpurn- 
eth not at a dead dogge? but I am of another mettall : they 
fhall knowe that I live as their evill angell, to haunt them 
world without end, if they difquiet me without caufe. Fare- 
well, and let me heare from you as soone as it 1s come foor th. 
Lam the plagues prifoner in the country asyet if 
the fickneffe ceafe before the thirde impreffion, 
I will come and alter whatfoever may be 
offenfive to any man, and bring you 
the latter ende. 


Your friend, Tuo. Nasu. 


Pie h@ree NIR Sor HIS sSURPEIGATION 
DOME ES DIVE EI 


0 


H AVING fpent manie yeeres in {tudying how to live, and 

livdea long time without mony; having tired my youth 
with follie, and furfetted my minde with vanitie, I began 
at length to looke backe to repentaunce, and addreffe my 
endevors to profperitie. But all in vaine: I fate up late, 
and rofe earely, contended with the colde, and converfed 
with fcarcitie; for all my labours turned to loffe, my vulgar 
Mufe was defpifed and neglected, my paines not regarded, 
or flightly rewarded, and I my felfe (in prime of my beft 
wit) laid open to povertie. Whereupon (in.a malecontent 
humor) I accufed my fortune, raild on my patrones, bit my 
pen, rent my papers, and ragde in all points like a mad 
man. In which agony tormenting my felfe a long time, I 
grewe by degrees to a milder difcontent ; and paufing a 
while over my ftandifh, I refolved in verfe to paint forth 
my paffion: which, beft agreeing with the vaine of my un- 
reft, | began to complaine in this fort. 


Why ift damnation to difpaire and die, 
When life is my true happineffe difeafe ? 
My foule, my foule, thy fafetie makes me flie 
The faultie meanes, that might my paine appeafe. 
Divines and dying men may talke of hell, 
But in my heart her feverali torments dwell. 


Difcite qui 
{apitis, cum 
heec que {ci- 
mus inertes : 
Sed trepidas 
acies, et fera 


bella fequi. 


Eft aliquid fa- 
tale malum 
per verba le- 
vare. 


¥ 


Paupertas im- 
pulit audax ut 
verfus face- 
rem, 


Pol me occi- 
diftis, amici. 


Hei mihi, 
quam paucos 
hzec mea dicta 
movent. 


Mifer eft qui- 
cunque zerum- 
nam fuam ne- 
quit occultare. 


Fortuna favet 
fatuos, 


. FEMA oi: 


Pierce Penitlesse. 


Ah worthleffe wit, to traine me to this woe, 

Deceitfull artes, that nourifh difcontent ! 

Ill thrive the follie that bewitcht me fo ; 

Vaine thoughts adieu, for now I will repent : 
And yet my wantes perfwade me to proceede, 
Since none takes pitie of a fchollers neede. 
Forgive me, God, although I curfe my birth, 

And ban the aire wherein I breath a wretch ; 
Since miferie hath daunted all my mirth, : 
And I am quite undone through promife-breach. 

Oh frends! no frends, that then ungently frowne, 
When changing fortune casts us headlong downe. 
Without redreffe complaynes my careleffe verfe, 

And Mydas-eares relent not at my moane: 

In fome farre land will I my griefes reherfe, 

Mongft them that will be mou’d when I thall groane. 
England adieu, the foyle that brought me foorth ; 
Adieu unkinde, where {kill is nothing woorth! 


These rymes thus abruptly fet downe, I toft my imagi- 
nation a thoufand waies, to fee if I coulde finde anie meanes 
to relieve my eftate ; but all my thoughts conforted to this 
conclufion, that the world was uncharitable, and I ordained 
to be miferable. Thereby I grew to confider how manie 
bafe men, that wanted those parts which I had, enjoyed 
content at will, and had wealth at commaund: I cald to 
minde a cobler, that was worth five hundred pound; an 
hoftler that had built a goodly Inne, and might difpende 
forty pounds yerely by his lande ; a carre-man, in a lether 
pilche, that had whipt out a thoufand pound out of his 
horfe tayle: and have I more wit than all these ? (thought 
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I to my felfe) am I better borne? am I better brought up? 
yea, and better favoured? and yet am I a begger. What 
is the caufe ? how am I croft, or whence is this curfe? 

Even from hence, that men that fhould employ fuch as I 
am, are enamoured of their owne wits, and think what ever 
they doo is excellent, though it be never fo fcurvie; that 
learning (of the ignorant) is rated after the value of the inke 
and paper, and a fcrivener better paid for an obligation, 
than a fcholler for the beft poeme he can make; that everie 
groffe brainde idiot is fuffered to come into print, who, if 
hee fet foorth a pamphlet of the praife of pudding pricks, 
or write a treatife of Tom Thumme, or the exployts of 
Untruffe, it is bought up thicke and three-folde, when 
better things lie dead. How then can we chufe but be 
needy, when there are fo manie droans amongtft us? or 
ever prove rich, that toyle a whole yeare for faire lookes ? 

Gentle Sir Phillip Sydney, thou knewft what belongd to 
a fcholler; thou kneweft what paines, what toile, what 
travell conduct to perfection: wel couldft thou give every 
vertue his encouragement, every arte his due, every writer 
his defert, caufe none more vertuous, witty, or learned than 
tly felt. 

But thou art dead in thy grave, and haft left too few 
fucceffors of thy glory, too few to cherith the fons of the 
Mufes, or water thofe budding hopes with their plentie, 
which thy bountie erft planted. 

Beleeve me, gentlemen, for fome croffe mifhappes have 
taught me experience, there is not that ftrict obfervation 
of honour, which hath bene heretofore. Men of great call- 
ing take it of merite to have their names eternizde by 
poets; and whatfoever pamphlet or dedication encounters 

B 


Meritis expen- 
dite caufam. 


Scribimus in- 
docti doctique 
poemata paf- 
fim. 


Cultor et An- 
tiftes docto- 
rum favete 
virorum. 


Heu rapiunt 
mala fata bo- 
nos. 


Fluctibus in 
mediis navim 
Palinure re- 

linquis. 


vy ads hy sate ie Sci ceriies ase es ] ves 
igh exalt Wink’ Zee. 
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them, they put it up their fleeves, and fcarce give him 
thankes that prefents it. Much better is it for thofe golden 
pens to raife fuch ungratefull peafants from the dung-hill 
of obfcuritie,and make them equal in fame to the worthies 
of olde, when their doting felfe-love fhall challenge it of 
dutie, and not onely give them nothing themfelves, but im- 
poverith liberalitie in others. 

This is the lamentable condition of our times, that men 
of arte muft feeke almes of cormorants, and thofe that de- 
ferve beft be kept under by dunces, who count it a policie 
to keepe them bare, becaufe they fhuld follow their bookes 
the better; thinking belike, that, as preferment hath made 
themfelves idle, that were earft painfull in meaner places, 
fo it wold likewife flacken the endevours of thofe ftudents, 
that as yet ftrive to excell in hope of advauncement. A 
good pollicie to fupreffe fuperfluous liberalitie ; but, had it 
been practifed when they were promoted, the yeomandry 
of the realme had been better to paffe than it is, and one 
droane fhould not have driven fo manie bees from theyr 
hony-combes. 

I, 1; weele give loofers leave to talke: it isno matter what 
sic probo and his pennileffe companions prate, whilest we 
have the gold in our coffers: this is it that will make a 
knave an honeft man, and my neighbour Crampton’s ftrip- 
pling a better gentleman than his grandfier. O! it is a 
trim thing when Pride, the fonne, goes before, and Shame, 
the father, follows after. Such prefidents there are in our 
common-wealth a great many; not fo much of them whome 
learning and induftrie hath exalted, (whome I prefer before 
genus and proavos) as of carterly upftarts, that out-face 
towne and countrey in their velvets, when Sir Rowland 
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Ruffet-coat, their dad, goes fagging every day in his round 
gafcoynes of white cotton, and hath much ado (poor pennie- 
father) to keepe his unthrift elbowes in reparations. 

Marry! happie are they, fay I, that have fuch fathers to 
worke for them whilft they plaie; for where other men 
turne over manie leaves to get bread and cheese in their 
olde age, and {ftudie twentie yeares to diftill golde out of 
incke, our yoong mafters doo nothing but devife how to 
{pend, and afke counfaile of the wine and capons, how they 
may quicklieft confume their patrimonies. As for me, I live 
fecure from all fuch perturbations; for (thankes bee to 
God) Iam vacuus viator, and care not, though I meete the 
Commiffionars of New-market-heath at high midnight, for 
any croffes, images, or pictures that I carry about mee, 
more than needes. 

Than needes, quoth I? nay, I would be afhamde of it, if 
Opus and U/us were not knocking at my doore twentie times 
a weeke when I am not within: the more is the pitie, that 
fuch a franke gentleman as I fhould want ; but, fince the 
dice doo runne fo un-towardly on my fide, I am partly pro- 
vided of a remedy. For whereas, thofe that ftand moft on 
their honour have fhut up their purfes, and fhift us off with 
court holie-bread ; and on the other fide, a number of hy- 
pocriticall hot-fpurres, that have G O D alwaies in their 
mouthes, will give nothing for God’s fake; I have clapt up 
a handfome Supplication to the Divell, and sent it bya 
good fellow, that I know will deliver it. 

And becaufe you may beleeve me the better, I care not 
if I acquaint you with the circumftance. 

I was informed of late daies, that a certaine blind re- 
tayler, called the Divell, ufed to lend money upon pawnes 
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or any thing, and would let one for a neede have a thoufand 
poundes uppon a ftatute merchant of his foule: or if a man 
plide him throughly, would truft him uppon a bill of his 
hand, without any more circumftaunce. Befides, hee was 
noted for a privie benefactor to traytors and parafites, and 
to advaunce fooles and affes farre fooner than any; to bea 
ereedie purfuer of newes, and fo famous a politician in pur- 
chafing, that Hel, which at the beginning was but an ob- 
{cure village, is now become a huge citie, wherento all 
countryes are tributary. 

Thefe manifeft coniectures of plentie, affembled in one 
common-place of ability, I determined to clawe Avarice by 
the elboe, til his full belly gave me a full hand; and let 
him blood with my pen (if it might be) in the veine of libe- 
ralitie: and fo (in fhort time) was this paper-montter, Pierce 
Penileffe, begotten. 

But written and all, here lies the queftion ; where fhall I 
find this old affe, that I may deliver it? Maffe, thats true; 
they fay the lawyers have the Divell and al, and it is like 
enough he is playing ambodexter amongft them. Fie! fie! 
the Divell a driver in Weftminfter Hall? it can never be. 

Now, I pray, what do you imagine him to be? Perhaps 
you thinke it is not poffible he fhould be fo grave. Oh! 
then, you are in an errour, for hee is as formall as the beft 
{crivener of them all. Marry, he doth not ufe to weare a 
night-cap, for his hornes will not let him; and yet I knowe 
a hundred, as well headed as he, that will make a jolly thift 
with a court cup on their crownes, if the weather be colde. 

To proceed with my tale. To Weftminfter Hall I went, 
and made a fearch of enquiry from the blacke gowne to 
the buckram bagge, if there were anie fuch fergeant, bencher, 
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counfailer, atorney, or petifoger, as Szgnior Cornuto Diabolo, 
with the good face? But they al (and voce) affirmed that 
he was not there : marry, whether hee were at the Exchange 
or no, amongft the rich merchants, that they could not tell; 
but it was likelier of the two, that I thould meet with him, or 
heare of him at the leaft, in thofe quarters. I faith, and fay 
you fo? quoth T; and Ile beftow a little labour more, but 
Ile hunt him out. 

Without more circumftaunce, thither came I; and, thruft- 
ing my felfe, as the manner is, amongft the confusion of 
languages, I afkt (as before) whether he were there extant 
or no? But from one to another, Won novi Demonem, was 
all the anfwer I could get. At length (as Fortune ferved) I 
lighted upon an old, ftraddling ufurer, clad in a damafke 
caffocke, edged with fox fur; a paire of trunke flops, fag- 
ging down like a fhoomaker’s wallet, and a fhort thrid bare 
gown on his backe, fac’t with moath eaten budge: upon 
his head he wore a filthy courfe biggin, and next it a gar- 
nifh of night-caps, with a fage butten cap of the forme of a 
cow fheard, over fpread very orderly: a fat chuffe it was I 
remember, with a gray beard cut fhort to the ftumps, as 
though it were grimde, and a huge worme-eaten nofe, like 
a clufter of grapes hanging downe wardes. Of him I de- 
maunded, if hee could tell me any tidings of the partie I 
fought for. 

By my troth, quoth he, ftripling, (and then he cought) I 
fawe him not lately, nor know I certainely where he keepes; 
but thus much I heard by a broker, a friend of mine, that 
hath fome dealings with him in his time, that hee is at 
home ficke of the goute, and will not bee {fpoken withall 
under more than thou art able to give, fom two or three 


Non bene 
conducti ven- 
dunt per juria 
teftes. 
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angels, if thou haft anie fute to him; and then, perhaps, 
hele f{traine curtefie, with his legges in childe-bed, and come 
forth and talke with thee; but, otherwife, zoz est domi— 
hee is bufie with Mammon and the Prince of the North, 
howe to build up his kingdome, or fending his fpirits abroad 
to undermine the maligners of his government. 

I, hearing of this colde comfort, took my leave of him 
very faintly, and, like a careles male-content, that knew not 
which way to turne, retyred me to Paules, to feeke my 
dinner with Duke Humfrey ; but, when I came there, the 
olde fouldiour was not up. Hee is long a rifing, thought I; 
but that’s all one, for hee that hath no money in his purfe, 
muft go dine with Sir John Best-betruft, at the figne of the 
Chalk and Poft. 

Two hungry turnes had I fcarce fetcht in this waft gal- 
lery, when I was encountred by a neat pedanticall fellow, 
in forme of a citizen; who thrufting himfelfe abruptly into 
my company, like an intelligencer, began very earneftly to 
question with me about the caufe of my difcontent, or what 
made me fo fad, that feemed too young to be acquainted 
with forrow. I, nothing nice to unfold my eftate to any 
what foever, difcourft to him the whole circumftance of my 
care, and what toyl and paines I had tooke in fearching for 
him that would not be heard of. Why, fir (quoth he), had 
I been privie to your purpofe before, I could have eafd you 
of thys travell; for, if it be the Divell you feek for, know I 
am his man. I pray, fir, how might I cal you? A knight 
of the poft, quoth he, for fo I am tearmed ; a fellowe that 
will f{weare you any thing for twelve pence; but, indeede, I 
am a {pirite in nature and effence, that take upon me this 


humaine fhame, onely to fet men together by the eares, and 
fend foules by millions to hell 
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Now, truft me, a fubftantiall trade; but when doe you 
thinke you could fend next to your maifter? Why, every 
day ; for there is not a cormorant that dies, or cut-purfe 
that is hanged, but I difpatch letters by his foule to him, 
and to al my friends in the Low cuntries: wherefore, if 
you have anie thing that you would have tranfported, give 
it me, and I will fee it delivered. 

Yes, marry have I (quoth I) a certayne Supplication heere 
unto your maifter, which you may peruse if it pleafe you. 
With that he opened it, and read as followeth: 


To the high and mightie Prince of Darkneffe, 
Donfell dell Lucifer, King of Acheron, Stix, 
and Phlegeton, Duke of Tartary, Mar- 
queffe of Conytus, and Lord high 
Regent of Lymbo, his diftreffed 
Orator, Pierce Pennileffe, with- 
eth encreafe of damnatyon, 
and malediétion eternall, 
per Jefum Chriftum 


Dominum Noftrum. 


Moft humbly fueth unto your finfulnes, your fingle-foald 
orator, Pierce Pennileffe: that whereas your impious excel- 
lence hath had the poore tennement of his purfe, ANVATIINGE Ng “Ile be 
this halfe yeer, for your dauncing fchoole, and he (notwith- {worne upon a 


; ; book have I 
{tanding) hath received no penny nor croffe for farme, ac- not, 
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cording to the ufuall manner, it may pleafe your graceleffe 
Majeftie to confider of him, and give order to your fervant 
Avarice he may be difpatched ; infomuch as no man heere 
in London can have a dauncing fchoole without rent, and 
his wit and knavery cannot be maintained with nothing. 
Or, if this be not fo plaufible to your honorable infernal- 
fhip, it might feem good to your helhood to make extent 
upon the foules of a number of uncharitable cormorants, 
who, having incurd the daunger of a premuntire, with med- 
ling with matters that properly concerne your owne perfon, 
deferve no longer to live (as men) amongft men, but to bee 
incorporated in the fociety of divels. By which meanes the 
mightie controller of fortune and imperious fubverter of 
defteny, delicious gold, the poore man’s god, and idoll of 
princes (that lookes pale and wanne through long imprifon- 
ment) might at length be reftored to his powerfull monar- 
chie, and eftfoon bee fette at liberty, to help his friends 
that have neede of him. 


(ehitacthe I knowe a great fort of good fellowes that would venture 
epee of farre for his freedom, and a number of needy lawyers (who 
go Ch. 


now mourn in threed bare gownes for his thraldome) that 
would go neere to poifon his keepers with falfe Latine, if 
that might procure his enlargement ; but inexorable yron 
detaines him in the dungeon of the night, fo that (pure 
creature) hee can neither traffique with the mercers and 
tailers as he was wont, nor dominere in tavernes as hee 
ought. 

Famine, Lent, and Deffolation, fit in onion fkind jackets 
before the doore of his indurance, as a chorus in the tragedy 
of Hofpitality, to tel Hunger and Poverty thers no reliefe 
for them there ; and in the inner part of this ugly habita- 
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tion, ftands Greedineffe, prepared to devoure all that enter, 
attyred in a capouch of written parchment, buttoned downe 
before with labels of waxe, and lin’d with fheepes fells for 
warmenes : his cap furd with cat fkins, after the Mufcovie 
fafhion, and all to be taffeld with angle-hookes, inftead of 
aglets, ready to catch hold of all thofe to whom hee fhewes 
any humblenes: for his breeches, they were made of the 
lifts of broad cloaths, which he had by letters pattents af- 
fured him and his heyres, to the utter overthrowe of bow- 
cafes and cufhion makers; and bumbafted they were, like 
beere barrels, with ftatute marchants and forfeytures : but 
of all his fhooes were the ftrangeft, which, being nothing 
elfe but a couple of crab fhells, were tooth’d at the toes 
with two fharp fixpennie nailes, that dig’d up every dunghill 
they came by for gould, and fnarl’d at the ftones as hee 
went in the ftreet, because they weare fo commion for men, 
women, and children to tread upon, and he could not devife 
how to wreft an odde fine out of any of them. 

Thus walks he up and downe all his life time, with an 
yron crow in his hand inftead of a ftaffe, and a farjants mace 
in his mouth, (which night and day he {till enaws upon) 
and either bufies himselfe in fetting filver lime twigs, to 
entangle young gentlemen, and cafting foorth filken 
fhraps, to catch woodcocks, or in fyving of muck-hills and 
fhop-duft, whereof he will boult a whole cartload to gain a 
bowd pinne. 

On the other fide, Dame Niggardize, his wife, in a fedge 
rugge kirtle, that had beene a mat time out of minde, a 
courfe hempen raile about her fhoulders, borrowed of the 
one end of a hop bag, an apron made of almanackes out 
of date, (fuch as ftand upon fcreenes, or on the backfide of 
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a dore in a chandlers fhop) and an old wives pudding pan 
on her head, thrumd with the parings of her nayles, fate 
barrelling up the droppings of her nofe, in fteede of oyle, 
to faime wool withall, and would not adventure to fpit 
without halfe a dozen porrengers at her elbow. 

The houfe, (or rather the hell) where thefe two earth- 
wormes encaptived this beautifull fubftaunce, was vatt, 
large, strong built, and well furnifhed, all fave the kitchin; 
for that was no bigger than the cooks roome in a fhip, 
with a little court chimney, about the compaffe of a paren- 
thesis in proclamation print: then judge you what diminu- 
tive difhes came out of this doves-neaft. So, likewife, of 
the buttrie; for whereas in houfes of fuch ftately founda- 
tion, that are built to outward fhewe fo magnificent, everie 
office is anfwerable to the hall, which is principall, there the 
buttrie was no more but a blind cole-houfe, under a paire 
of ftayres, wherein (uprifing and down lying) was but one 
fingle fingle kilderkin of fmall beere, that wold make a 
man, with a carroufe of a fpoonefull, runne through an 
alphabet of faces. Nor ufd they any glaffes or cups (as 
other men) but onely little farthing ounce boxes, whereof 
one of them fild up with froath (in manner and forme of an 
alehoufe) was a meales allowance for the whole houfhold. 
It were lamentable to tell what miferie the rattes and myce 
endured in this hard world; how, when all fupply of vic- 
tualls failed them, they w a a boot-haling one night to 
Sinior Greedineffe bed chamber, where, finding nothing but 
emptines and vaftitie, they encountred (after long inquifi- 
tion) with a cod- -peece, well dunged afid manured with 
greace (which my pinch fart penie-father had retaind from 
his bachelorfhip, untill the eating of thefe prefents). Uppon 
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that they fet, and with a couragious affault rent it cleane 
away from the breeches, and then carried it in triumph, 
like a coffin, on their fhoulders betwixt them. The verie 
fpiders and duft weavers, that wont to fet up their loomes 
in every windowe, decaied and undone through the ex- 
treame dearth of the place, (that afforded them no matter 
to worke on) were conftrained to breake again{t their 
wills, and goe dwell in the countrey, out of the reach of the 
broome and the wing: and generally, not a flea nor a 
cricket that caried anie brave minde, that would {tay there 
after he had once tafted the order of their fare. Onely un- 
fortunate golde (a predeftinate flave to drudges and fooles) 
lives in endleffe bondage ther amonegft them, and may no 
way be releaft, except you fend the rot halfe a yeare 
among{t his keepers, and fo make them away, with a mur- 
rion, one after another, 

O! but a farre greater enormitie raigneth in the heart of 
the Court: Pride, the perverter of all vertue, fitteth appa- 
reled in the merchants fpoiles, and ruine of yoong citizens, 
and fcorneth learning, that gave their up-{tart fathers titles 
of gentry. 

All malcontent fits the greafie fonne of a cloathier, and 
complainees (like a decaied Earle) of the ruine of ancient 
houfes ; whereas, the weavers loomes firft framed the web 
of his honour, and thin locks of wool, that bufhes and bram- 
bles have tooke for toule of infolent fheepe that would 
needs ftrive for the wall of a fir-bufh, have made him of 
the tenths of their tarre, a {quier of low degree; and of the 
collections of the fcatterings, a juftice, Zam Marti quam 
Mercurio, of peace and of coram. Hee will bee humorous, 
forfoth, and have a boorde of fafhions by himfelfe. Some- 
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times (becaufe love commonly weares the livery of wit) 
hee will be an /zamorato Poeta, and fonnet a whole quire 
of paper in praife of Lady Swin-fnout, his yeolowfac’d 
miftres, and wear a feather of her rain-beaten fanne for a 
favor, like a fore-houfe. A/ /taliona‘o is his talke, and his 
fpade peake is as fharpe as if he had been a pioner before 
the walles of Roan. Hee will defpife the barbarifme of his 
owne countrey, and tell a whole legend of lyes of his tra- 
vailes unto Conflan-tinople. If he be challenged to fight 
from his delaterye excufe, hee ob-jects that it is not the 
cuftome of the Spaniard, or the Germaine, to looke back to 
every dog that barkes. You fhall fee a dapper Jacke, that 
hath beene but over at Deepe, wring his face round about, 
as a man would ftirre up a muftard pot, and talke Englith 
through the teeth, like Jaques Scabd-hams, or Monfieur 
Mingo de Mouftrap ; when (poore flave) he hath but dipt 
his bread in wilde boares greace, and come home againe, 
or beene bitten by the fhinnes by a wolfe; and faith, he 
hath adventured uppon the barricadoes of Gurney, or 
Guingan, and fought with the yoong Guife hand to hand. 
Some thinke to be counted rare politicians and ftatefmen 
by beeing folitarie : as who fhould fay, I am a wife man, a 
brave man, Secreta mea mihi: frufira fapit, qui fibi non 
Japit; and there is no man worthie of my companie or 
friendfhip, when, although he goes ungartred like a-male- 
content cutpurffe, and weares his hat over his eies lyke one 
of the curfed crue, yet cannot his {tabbing dagger, or his 
nittie love-locke, keepe him out of the legend of fantafticall 
cockfcombs. I pray ye, good Mounfier Divell, take fome 
order, that the ftreetes be not peftered with them fo as they 
are, Is it not a pitiful thing that a fellow that eates not a 
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good meales meat ina weeke, but beggereth his belly quite 
and cleane, to make his backe a certaine kind of brokerly 
gentleman, and nowe and then (once or twice in a tearme) 
comes to the eighteene penie ordenarie, becaufe hee would 
be feene amongft cavaliers and brave courtiers, living 
otherwife all the yeere long with falt butter and Holland 
cheefe in his chamber, fhoulde take uppe a fcornfull me- 
lancholy in his gate and countenance, courfe, and talke as 
though our common welth were but a mockery of govern- 
ment, and our majeftrates fooles, who wronged him in not 
looking into his deferts, nor imploying him in ftate mat- 
ters, and that, if more regard were not had of him very 
fhortly, the whole realme fhould have a miffe of him, and 
he would go (I, mary would he) where he fhould be more 
accounted off. 

Is it not wonderfull ill-provided, I fay, that this difdain- 
full companion is not made one of the fraternity of fools, 
to talke before great ftates, with fome olde moth-eaten 
polititian, of mending high waies, and leading armies into 
Fraunce. 

A young heyre, or cockney, that is his mothers darling, 
if hee have playde the wafte-good at the Innes of the 
Court, or about London, and that neither his ftudents pen- 
fion, nor his unthrifts credite, will ferve to maintaine his 
collidge of whores any longer, falles in a quarrelling humor 
with his fortune, becaufe she made him not King of the 
Indies, and fweares and ftares, after ten in the hundreth, 
that nere a fuch pefant, as his father or brother, fhall keepe 
him under: he will to the fea, and teare the gold out of 
the Spaniards throats, but he will have it, byrladie: and 
when he comes there, poore foule, hee lyes in brine, in 
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balift, and is lamentable ficke of the fcurvies: his dayntie 
fare is turned to a hungry feaft of dogs and cats, or haber- 
dine and poore John, at the moft ; and, which is lamenta- 
bleft of all, that without muftard. 

As a mad ruffion, on a time, being in daunger of fhip- 
wrack by a tempeft, and feeing all other at their vowes 
and praiers, that if it would pleafe God, of his infinite good- 
neffe, to delyver them out of that imminent daunger, one 
woulde abjure this finne, whereunto he was adiéted; an 
other, make fatisfaction for that vyolence he had com- 
mitted ; he, in a defperate jeft, began thus to reconcile his 
foule to heaven. “O Lord! if it may feeme good to thee 
to deliver me from this feare of untimely death, I vowe 
before thy throne, and all thy ftarry hoft, never to eate 
haberdine more whileft I live.” P 

Well, fo it fell out, that the fky cleared and the tem pelt 
ceafed, and this careleffe wretch, that made fucha mockery 
of praier, ready to fet foote a land, cried out: Not without 
muftard, good lord ! not without muftard ! as though it had 
been the greateft torment in the world to have eaten ha- 
berdine without muftard. But this by the way: what pen- 
nance can be greater for pride, than to let it fwinge in hys 
owne halter? Dulce bellum inexpertis: theres no man 
loves the {moake of his owne countrey that hath not been 
fyngde in the flame of an other foyle. It is a pleafant 
thing, over a full pot, to read the fable of thirftie Tantalus, 
but a hard matter to difgeft falt meates at fea with {tinking 
water. 

Another mifery of pride it is, whem men that have 
good parts, and beare the name of deepe fcholers, cannot 
be content to participate one faith with all Chriftendome, 
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but, becaufe they will get a name to their vaineglory, they 
will fet their felfe love to ftudy to invent new feéts of fin- 
gularitie, thinking to live when they are dead, by having 
theyr fect called after their names; as Donatifts of Donatus, 
Arrians of Arrius, and a number more new faith-founders, 
that have made England the exchange of innovations, and 
almoft afmuch confufion of religion in every quarter, as 
there was of tongues at the building of the Tower of Babell. 
Whence, a number that fetch the articles of their beleefe 
out of Ariftotle, and thinke of heaven and hell as the heathen 
philofophers, take occafion to deride our ecclefiaftical ftate, 
and all ceremonies of divine worfhip, as bug-beares and 
fcar-crowes, becaufe (like Herodes fouldiers) we divide 
Chrifts garment amongeft us in fo manie peeces, and of the 
vefture of faluation make fome of us babies and apes coates, 
others ftraight truffes and divells breeches, fome gally-gaf- 
coynes, or a fhipmans hofe, like the Anabaptifts and adul- 
terous Familifts, others with the Martinifts, a hood with 
two faces, to hide their hypocrifie; and, to conclude, fome, 
like the Barrowifts and Greenwodians, a garment full of the 
plague, which is not to be worne before it be new wafht. 

Hence atheifts triumph and rejoyce, and talke as pro- 
phanely of the Bible, as of Bevis of Hampton. I heare fay 
there be mathematitians abroad that will proove men be- 
fore Adam; and they are harboured in high places, who 
will maintaine it, to the death, that there are no divells. 

It is a fhame (Senior Belzibub) that you fhoulde fuffer 
your felfe thus to be tearmed a baftard, or not approve to 
your predeftinate children, not only that they have a father, 
but that you are hee that muft owne them. These are but 
the fuburbes of the finne we have in hand: I mutt defcribe 
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to you a large cittie, wholy inhabited with this damnable 
enormitie. 

In one place let me fhewe you a bafe artificer, that hath 
no revenues to boaft on but a needle in his bofome, as brave 
as any penfioner or noble man. 

In an other corner, Miftris Minx, a marchants wife, that 
will eate no cherries, forfooth, but when they are at twentie 
fhillings a pound, that lookes as fimperingly as if the were 
befmeard, and jets it as gingerly as if fhe were dancing the 
canaries : {he is fo finicall in her fpeach, as though she fpake 
nothing but what fhe had firft fewd over before in her 
famplers, and the puling accent of her voyce is like a fained 
treble, or ones voyce that interprets to the puppets. What 
fhould I tel how fqueamith fhe is in her dyet, what toyle 
{he puts her poore fervants unto, to make her looking glaffes 
in the pavement ? how fhe wil not goe into the fieldes, to 
cowre on the greene graffe, but fhee muft have a coatch for 
hir convoy, and fpends halfe a day in pranking her felfe, if 
fhee be invited to anie ftrange place? Is not this the ex- 
ceffe of pride, Signior Sathan? Goe too; you are unwile, 
if you make her not a chiefe faint in your calender. 

The next obje¢t that encounters my eyes is fome fuch 
obfcure upftart gallants as, without defert or fervice, are 
raifed from the plough to be checkmate with princes: and 
thefe I can no better compare than to creatures that are 
bred fixe cottu, as crickets in chimnyes ; to which I refemble 
poore fcullians, that, from turning fpit in the chimney cor- 
ner, are on the fodaine hoifed up from the kitchen into the 
waiting chamber, or made barons of the beaves, and mar- 
queffes of the mary-boanes: fome by corrupt water, as gnats; 
to which we may liken brewers, that, by retayling filthy 
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Thames water, come in few yeres to be worth fortie or fifty 
thoufand pound: others by dead wine, as little flying 
wormes ; and fo the vintners in like cafe: others by flime, 
as frogs, which may be alluded to Mother Bunches {flymie 
ale, that hath made her, and fome other of her fil-pot 
family fo wealthy : others by dirt, as worms ; and fo | know 
many gold-finders and hoftlers come up: fome by hearbs 
as cankers, and after the fame fort our apothecaries: others 
by afhes, as fcarabes; and how elfe get our colliers the 
pence ? others from the putrified fleth of dead beafts, as 
bees of bulls, and butchers by fly-blowne beefe ; wafpes of 
horfes, and hackney-men by felling their lame jades to 
huntf-men for carrion. 

Yet am I not againft it, that thefe men by their mecha- 
nicall trades fhould come to be fparage gentlemen, and 
chuff-headed Burghomafters ; but that better places fhould 
be poffeffed by coyftrells, and the coblers crowe, for crying 
but ave Cesar, be more efteemed than rarer birds *that 
have warbled fweeter notes unrewarded. But it is no mer- 
vaile; for, as hemlocke fatteth quayles, and henbane fwine, 
which to al other is poyfon, fo fome mens vices have power 
to advaunce them, which would fubvert any elfe that fhould 
feeke to climbe by them; and it is inough in them, that 
they can pare their nayles well to get them a living, when 
as the feaven liberall fciences and a good leg, will fcarfe 
get a paire of fhoos and a canvas-dublet. 

Thefe whelpes of the firft litter of gentilitie, thefe exhala- 
tions, drawen up to the heaven of honor from the dunghil 
of abjeét fortune, have long been on horfebacke to come 
riding to your divellfhip; but, I know not how, like Saint 
George, they are alwaies mounted but never move. Here 
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they out-face towne and countrey, and doo nothing but 
bandy factions with their betters. ‘Their bigge limbes 
yeeld the common-wealth no other fervice but idle fweate, 
and their heads, like rough hewen gloabes, are fit for no- 
thing but to be the blockhoufes for fleepe. Raynard, the 
Fox, may well beare up his taile in the lions denne, but 
when he comes abroad, he is afraide of every dogge that 
barkes. What curre will not bawle, and be readie to fly 
in a mans face, when he is fet on by his mafter, who, if hee 
bee not by to encourage him, he cafts his taile betwixt his 
legges, and f{teales away like a fheep byter. Uliffes was a 
tall man under Ajax fhield, but by himfelfe hee would 
never adventure but in the night. Pride is never built but 
uppon fome pillers; and let his fupporters faile him never 
fo little, you fhall finde him very humble in the duft. Wit 
oftentimes ftands in ftead of a chiefe arche to underprop it, 
in foldiers ftrength, in women beauty. 

Drudges, that have no extraordinarie giftes of body nor 
of minde, filche themfelves into fome noblemans fervice, 
either by bribes or by flattery, and when they are there, 
they fo labour it with cap and knee, and ply it with privie 
whifperinges, that they wring themfelves into his good opin- 
ion ere he be a ware. Then, doo they vaunt themfelves 
over the common multitude, and are readie to brave any 
man that ftands by himfelfe. Their lords authoritie is as 
a rebater to beare up the peacockes taile of their boafting, 
and any thing that is faid or done to the unhandfoming of 
their ambition is ftraight wrefted to the name of treafon, 
Thus do weedes grow up whiles no man regards them, and 
the Ship of Fooles is arrived in the haven of felicitie, whileft 
the {coutes of envie contemne the attempts of any fuch 
fmall barkes. 
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But beware you that be great mens favorites: let not a 
fervile infinuating flave, creepe betwixt your legges into 
credit with your lords; for pefants that come out of the 
cold of povertie, once cherifht in the bofom of profperitie, 
will ftraight forget that ever there was a winter of want, or 
who gave them room to warme them. The fon of a churle 
cannot chufe but proove ingratefull, like his father. Truft 
not a villaine that hath beene miferable, and is fodainly 
grown happie. Vertue afcendeth by degrees of defert into 
dignitie: gold and luft may lead a man a nearer way to 
promotion ; but he that hath neither comelineffe nor coyne 
to commend him, undoubtedly ftrides over time by ftrata- 
gems, if of a moale-hill hee growes to a mountaine in a 
moment. This is that which I urge: there is no friend- 
fhippe to be had with him that is refolute to doe or fuffer 
any thing rather than to endure the deftenie whereto hee 
was borne ; for hee will not fpare his owne father or brother 
to make himfelfe a gentleman. 

Fraunce, Italy, and Spaine, are all full of these falfe- 
hearted Machivillians; but properly pride is the difease of 
the Spaniard, who is born a bragart in his mothers womb; 
for, if he be but 17 yeers olde, and hath come to the place 
where a field was fought, (though halfe a yeare before) he 
then talkes like one of the giants that made warre again{t 
heaven, and ftands uppon his honour as much as if he were 
one of Augustus fouldiers, of whom he first inftituted the 
Order of Heralds: and let a man footh him in this vayne 
of kilcow vanitie, you may commaund his hart out of his 
belly to make you a rafher on the coales, if you will, next 
your heart. 

The Italian is a more cunning proud fellowe, and hides 
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his humour farre cleanlier, and, indeed, feems to take a 
pride in humilitie, and will profer a ftraunger more curtefie 
than hee meanes to performe. Hee hateth him deadly 
that takes him at his worde: as, for example, if upon oc- 
cafion of meeting he requeft you to dinner or fupper at 
his houfe, and that at the firft or fecond intreatie you pro- 
mife to be his gueft, he will be the mortalft enemie you 
have; but if yqu deny him, he will thinke you have man- 
ners and good bringing up, and will love you as his brother: 
mary, at the thirde or fourth time you muft not refufe him. 
Of al things he counteth it a mighty difgrace to have a 
man paffe juftling by him in haft on a narrow caufey, and 
afke him no leave, which he never revengeth with leffe then 
the f{tab. 

The Frenchman (not altered from his owne nature) is 
wholly compaét of deceivable courtfhip, and for the moft 
oart loves none but himfelfe and his pleafure : yet though 
he be the moft Grand Signeur of them all, hee will fay, A 
voftre fervice et commandemente monfieur, to the meaneft 
vaffaile he meets. He thinkes he doth a great favour to 
that gentleman, or follower of his, to whom hee talks fit- 
ting on his clofe ftoole: and with that favour (I have heard) 
the princes wonted to grace the noble men of Braunce: 
anda great man of their nation comming in time paft over 
into England, and beeing heere very honorably received, 
he, in requital of his admirable entertainment, on an even- 
ing going to the privie, (as it were to honour extraordinar- 
ily our Englith lords appointed to attend upon him) gave 
one the candle, another his girdle, and another the paper: 
but they (not acquainted with this newe kinde of gracing) 
accompanying him to the privie dore, fet downe the trahh, 
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and fo left him ; which he (confidering what ineftimable 
kindneffe he extended to them therin more than ufuall) 
tooke very hainoufly. 

The moft groffe and fenceleffe proud dolts (in a differ- 
ence from all thefe kinds) are the Danes, who ftand fo 
much upon their unweldy burliboand fouldiery, that they 
account of no man that hath not a battle axe at his girdle 
to hough dogs with, or weares not a cocke’s feather in a 
thrumb hat like a cavalier: briefly, he is the beft foole 
bragart under heaven. For, befides, nature hath left him a 
flaberkin face, like one of the foure winds, and cheeks that 
fagge like a woman’s dugs over his chin-bone, his apparel 
is fo {tuft up with bladders of taffatie, and his back like 
biefe ftuft with parlfey, fo drawne out with ribands and de- 
vifes, and bliftered with light farcenet baftings, that you 
would thinke him nothing but a fwarme of butterflies, if you 
faw him a far off. Thus walkes hee up and downe in his 
majefty, taking a yard of ground at every ftep, and ftamps 
on the earth fo terrible, as if he ment to knock uppe a fpirite, 
when (foule drunken bezzle) if an Englifhman fet his little 
finger to him, he falles like a hog’s-trough that is fet on 
one end. ‘Therfore, l am the more vehement againft them, 
becaufe they are an arrogant affe-headed people, that natur- 
ally hate learning, and all them that love it: yea, and for 
they would utterly roote it out from among them, they 
have with-drawn al rewards from the profeffors therof. Not 
Barbary it felfe is halfe fo barbarous as they are.  Firft, 
whereas, the hope of honour maketh a fouldior in England : 
byfhopricks, deanries, prebendaries, and other private dig- 
nities animate our divines to fuch excelence: the civill 
lawyers have their degrees and confistories of honour by 
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themfelves, equal in place with knights and efquires: the 
common lawyers ({uppefe in the beginning they are but 
husbandmens fons) come in time to be the chiefe fathers 
of the land, and manie of them not the meaneft of the 
Privie Counfell. 

There, the fouldiour may fight himfelfe out of his fkinne, 
and doe more exployits than he hath doyts in his purfe, 
before from a cammon mercenary he come to be corporall 
of the mould cheefe, or the lieftennant get a captainfhip. 
None but the fonne of a corporall muft be a corporall, nor 
any be captaine but the lawfull begotten of a captaines 
body. Byfhops, deans, prebendaries, why they know no 
fuch functions: a fort of ragged minifters they have, of 
whom they count as bafely as water-bearers. If any of 
their noblemen refrain three howers in his life time from 
drinking, to ftudy the lawes, he may, perhaps, have a little 
more government put in his hands than another; but, 
otherwife, burgomafters and gentlemen beare all the {way 
of both {words fpirituall and temporall. It is death there for 
anie but a husbandman to marry a husbandmans daughter, 
or a gentlemans childe to joyne with any but the fonne of a 
gentleman, Marry, this the king may well banifh, but hee 
cannot put a gentleman unto death in any caufe whatfoever, 
which makes them ftand uppon it fo proudly as they doe. 
For fafhion fake fome will put their children to fchoole, but 
they fet them not to it till they are fourteene yeere old; fo 
that you fhall fee a great boy witha beard learne his A B (S, 
and fit weeping under the rod when he is thirtie yeeres olde. 

I will not ftande to inferre what a prejudice it is to the 
thrift of a florifhing ftate to poyfon the growth of glory, by 
giving it nought but the puddle water of penury to drinke; 


Pierce Pentlesse. ai 


to clippe the winges of a high towring faulcon, who, wheras 
fhe wont in her fethered youthfulneffe, to looke with an 
amiable eye upon her gray breaft, and her fpeckled fide 
fayles, all finnowed with filver quilles, and to dryve whole 
armies of fearfull foules before her to her mafter’s taule ; 
now the fits fadly on the ground, picking of wormes, mourn- 
ing the crueltie of thofe ungentleman-like idle hands, that 
difmembreth the beauty of her trayne. 

You all knowe that man (infomuch as hee is the image 
of God), delighteth in honour and worfhip ; and all Holy 
Writ warrantes that delight, fo it bee not derogatory to any 
part of God’s owne worship. Now, take away that delight, 
a difcontented idleneffe overtakes him. For his hire, any 
handicraft man, be he carpenter joyner or painter, wil 
ploddingly do his day labor; but to adde credit and fame 
to his workmanship, or to winne a maiftery to himfelfe 
above all other, hee will make a further affay in his trade 
than ever hitherto hee did: hee will have a thoufand flo- 
rishes, which before hee never thought uppon, and in one 
day ridde more out of hand than earft he did in ten. 
So in armes, fo in arts: if titles of fame and glory bee 
propofed to forward minds, or that foveraigntie (whofe 
{weetnes they have not yet felt) be fet in likely view for 
them to fore too, they will make a ladder of cord of the 
links of their braines, but they will faften their handes, as 
wel as their eies, on the imaginative bliffe, which they al- 
ready enjoy by admiration. Experience reprooves me for 
a fool, for delating on fo manifeft a cafe. 

The Danes are burften-bellied fots, that are to be con- 
futed with nothing but tankards or quart pots, and Ovid 
might as wel have read his verfes to the Getes, that under- 
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{tood him not, as a man talke reafon to them that have no 
eares but their mouths, nor fenfe but of that which they 
{wallow downe their throats. God fo loue mee, as I love the 
quicke-witted Italians; and therefore love them the more, 
becaufe they mortally deteft this furley {winish generation. 

I need not fetch colours from other countreyes to paint 
the uglie vifage of Pride, fince her picture is fet forth in fo 
manie painted -faces here at home. What drugs, what 
forceries, what oiles, what waters, what oyntments, doe 
our curious dames ufe to enlarge our wythered beauties. 
Their lips are as lavishly red, as if they used to kiffe an 
okerman every morning, and their cheeks fuger-candied 
and cherry blufht fo fweetly, after the colour of a newe Lord 
Mayor's pofts, as if the pageant of their wedlocke holiday 
were harde at the doore; fo that if a painter were to drawe 
any of their counterfets on a table, he needes no more but 
wet his pencill, and dab it on their cheekes, and he thall 
have vermillion and white enough to furnifh out his worke, 
though he leave his tar-boxe at home behinde him. Wife 
was that fin-wafhing poet that made the ballet of Blue 
Starch and Poaking Stickes, for, indeed, the lawne of licen- 
tioufneffe hath confumed all the wheate of hofpitalitie. It 
is faid, Lawrence Lucifer, that you went up and downe 
London crying there like a lanterne and candle man. I 
mervaile no laundreffe would give you the wafhing and 
{tarching of your face for your labour, for God knowes it is 
as bhatt as the Blacke Prince. 

It is fufpected you have been a ereat tobacco-taker in 
your youth, which caufeth it to come fo to paffe; but Dame 
Nature, your nurfe, was partly in fault, elfe fhe might have 
remedied it. She thould have noynted your face over night 
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with ae virginis, which, baking upon it in bed till the morn- 
ing, fhe might have pild off the fcale like the fkin of a cuf- 
tard; and making a poffet of vergis, mixt with the oyle of 
Tartary and camphire, and bathde it in it a quarter of an 
houre, and you had beene as faire as the floure of the frying- 
pan. I warrant, we have old hackfters in this great grand- 
mother of corporations, Madame Troynovant, that have not 
backbited any of their neighbours with the tooth of envy 
this twentie yeare, in the wrinckles of whofe face yee may 
hide falfe dice, and play at cherry pit in the dint of their 
cheekes; yet thefe aged mothers of iniquitie will have their 
deformities newe plaiftered over, and weare nofegayes of 
yeolow haire on their furious forheads, when age hath writ- 
ten, Hoe! God be here! on their bald, burnt, parchment 
pates. Pith, pith! what talke you of olde age or bald pates? 
Men and women that have gone under the fouth pole, muft 
lay off their furde night-caps in fpight of their teeth, and 
become yeomen of the vineger bottle: a clofe periwig hides 
al the finnes of an old whore-mafter; but cucullus non facit 
monachum—tis not their newe bonnets will keepe them 
from the old boan-ach. 
written on his ey-browes, and that there is not a haire 
bredth betwixt them and the 
are dangerous, and this is an yron age; or rather no yron 
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noftris utimur vocation, who, out of love with the times wherein they live, 

eae fall a retayling of Alexander's ftirrops, becaufe (in veritie) 
there is not fuch a {trong peece of f{tretching leather made 
now adaies, nor yron fo well tempred for any money. They 
will blow their nofe in a box, and fay it is the fpettle that 
Diogenes {pet in ones face; who, beeing invited to dinner 
to his houfe, that was neat and brave in all points as might 
be devifed, and the grunting dog, fomwhat troubled with 
the rheume (by meanes of his long fafting, and ftaying for 
dinner more than wont), fpet full in his hoft’s face; and, 
being afkt the reafon of it, faid it was the fouleft place he 
could fpie out in all his houfe. Let their miftres (or fome 
other woman) give them a fether of her fanne for hir favour, 
and if one afk them what it is, they make anfwere a plume 
of the Phenix, whereof there is but one in the whole world. 
A thoufand guegawes and toyes have they in their cham- 
bers, which they heape up together with infinite expence, 
and are made beleeve of them that fell them, that they are 
rare and pretious things, when they have gathered them 
upon fome dunghill, or rakte them out of the kennell by 
chance. I knowe one fold an olde rope with foure knots on 
it for foure pound, in that he gave it out, it was the length 
and bredth of Chrifts tombe. Let a tinker take a peece of 
braffe worth a halfpeny, and fet ftrange ftamps on it, and I 

a4 warrant he may make it more worth to him of fome fan- 

| tafticall foole, than all the kettels that ever he mended’ in 
his life. This is the difeafe of our newfangled humoritts, 
that know not what to do with their welth, It argueth a 
verie ruftie wit, fo to doate on worm-eaten elde. 

ue Out upon it! how long is Pride a dreffing her felfe ? 

Envy. Envie, awake! for thou muft appeare before Wicholao Male- 
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volo, great mufter maifter of hel. Mark you this flie mate, 
how fmoothly hee lookes. The poets were ill advifed that 
fained him to be a leane, gagtoothd beldame, with hollow 
eyes, pale cheeks, and fnakie haire; for he is not onely a 
man, but a jolly, luftie, olde gentleman, that will winke, and 
laugh, and jeeft drily, as if he were the honefteft of a thou- 
fand; and, I warrant, you fhall not heare a foule word come 
from him in a yeare. I wil not contradi& it, but the dog 
may worry a fheepe in the darke, and thruft his necke into 
the collar of clemencie and pitie when he hath done; as who 
fhould fay, God forgive him! heewas a fleepe in the fhambles, 
when the innocent was done to death. But openly Envie 
fets a civil, fatherly countenaunce upon it, and hath not fo 
much as a drop of bloud in his face to attaint him of mur- 
ther. I thought it expedient, in this my Supplication, to 
Dlacerit next to Pride, for it is ‘his adopted fonne: and 
hence comes it that proud men repine at others profperitie, 
and grieve that any fhould be great but themfelves. JZeus 
cujufque, ts eft qui/que; it is a proverbe that is as hoarie as 
Dutch-butter. If a man wil go to the divell, he may go 
to the divel; there are a thoufand jugling trickes to be ufed 
at Hey, paffe, come aloft! and the world hath cords enough 
to truffe up a calfe that ftands in ones way. Envie is a 
crocodile that weeps when he kils, and fightes with none 
but he feeds on. This is the nature of this quickfighted 
monfter :—hee wil endure any paines to endamage another; 
walt his body with undertaking exploits that would require 
tenne men’s ftrengths, rather than any fhould get a penny 
but himfelfe; bleare his eyes to ftand in his neighbor’s 
light, and, to conclude, like Atlas underproppe heaven, 
rather than any fhould be in heaven that he likte not of, or 
come unto heaven by any other meanes but by him. 
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You, goodman wandrer about the world, how doe ye 
fpende your time, that you do not rid us of thefe peftilent 
members? You are unworthy to have an office, if you can 
execute it no better. Behold another enemy of mankind, 
befides thy felfe, exalted in the fouth,—Philip of Spaine! 
who, not contented to be the god of gold and chiefeft com- 
maunder of content that Europe affords, but now he doth 
nothing but thirft after humane blood, when his foote is on 
the threfhold of the grave: and as a wolfe beeing about to 
devoure a horfe, doth balift his belly with earth, that he may 
hang the heavier uppon him, and then forcibly flies in his 
face, never leaving his hold till he hath eaten him up; fo 
this wolvifh unnaturall ufurper, being about to devoure all 
Chriftendome by invafion, doth cramme his treafures with 
Indian earth, to make his malice more forcible, and then 
flyes in the bofome of France and Belgia, never withdraw- 
ing his forces (as the wolfe his faftning) till hee hath devoured 
their welfare, and made the war-wafted carcafes of both 
kingdomes a pray for his tyranny. Onely poore England 
gives him bread for his cake, and holds him out at the arms 
end. His Armados (that, like a high wood, over-fhadowed 
the fhrubbes of our lowe fhips) fled from the breath of our 
cannons, as vapors before the funne, or as the elephant flyes 
from the ram, or the fea-whale from the noyfe of parched 
bones. The winds, envying that the aire fhould be dimmed 
with fuch a chaos of wodden clowdes, raifed up high bul- 
warks of bellowing waves, where Death fhot at their dis- 
orderd navy; and the rocks with their over-hanging jawes, 
eat up all the fragments of oake that they left. So perifht 
our foes; fo the heavens did fight for us—Preterit Hip- 
pomenes, refonant fpectacula plaufis. 
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I do not doubt (Doétor Divell) but you were prefent 
in this action, or paffion rather, and helpt to bore holes in 
fhips to make them fink fafter ; and rence out galley-foyfts 
with falt water, that ftunke like fuftie barrells with their 
maifters’ feare. It will be a good while ere you do as 
much for the king, as you did for his fubje@s. I would 
have ye perfwade an armie of goutie ufurers to goe to fea 
uppon a boon voyage: trie if you can tempt Envy to em- 
barke hinafelf in the mal’adventure, and leave troubling the 
ftreame, that poets and good fellowes may drinke, and 
fouldiers may fing placcbo, that have murmured fo long at 
the waters of ftrife. 

But that wil never bee; for as long as Pride, Riot, and 
Whoredome are the companions of yoong courtiers, they 
wil alwayes bee hungry, and readie to bite at any dog 
that hath a boane given him befide themfelves, Jefu! 
what fecret grudge and rancour raignes amoneft them, one 
being ready to difpaire of himfelf, if hee fee the prince but 
give his fellow a faire look, or to die for griefe if hee bee 
put downe in bravery never fo litle. Yet this cuftome 
have our falfe harts fetcht from other countries, that they 
wil {weare and proteft love where they hate deadly, and 
{mile on him moft kindly, whofe fubverfion in foule they 
have vowed. Fraus fublimi regnat in aula—Tis rare to 
finde a true friend in kings pallaces: either thou must be 
fo miferable that thou fall into the hands of fcornful pitie, 
or thou canft not efcape the fting of envy. In one thought 
affemble the famous men of all ages, and tel mee which of 
them all fat in the fun-fhine of his foveraignes grace, or 
wext great of lowe beginnings, but hee was fpiteblafted, 
heaved at, and ill fpoken of, and that of thofe that bare 
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them moft countenance. But were envy nought but wordes, 
it might feeme to be onely women’s finne; but it hath a 
lewde mate hanging on his fleeve, called Murther, a f{terne 
fellowe, that (like a Spanyard in fight) aymeth all at the 
heart: hee hath more fhapes than Proteus, and will fhifte 
himfelfe, uppon any occafion of revengement, into a mans 
difh, his drinke, his apparell, his rings, his ftirrops, his 
nofegay. : 

O Italie, the academie of man-flaughter, the fporting 
place of murther, the apothecary fhop of poyfon for all na- 
tions! how many kind of weapons haft thou invented for 
malice! Suppofe I love a man’s wife, whofe husband yet 
lives, and cannot enjoy her for his jealous over-looking, phy- 
ficke, or, rather, the art of murther, (as it may be ufed) will 
lend one a medicine, which fhal make him away in the nature 
of that difeafe hee is moft fubject too, whether in the fpace 
of a yeare, a moneth, halfe a yeare, or what tract of time 
you will, more or leffe. 

In Rome the papall chayre is wafht, every five yeare at 
the furtheft, with this oyle of aconitum. I pray God, the 
Kinge of Spayne feafted not our holy father Sextus, that 
was laft, with fuch conferve of henbane; for it was credibly 
reported hee loved him not, and thys, that is nowe, is a god 
made with his owne hands; as it may appeare by the patf- 
quil that was fet up of him, in manner of a note, prefently 
after his election—Sod, Re. Me. Fa. that is to fay, Solus Rex 
Me facit, onely the King of Spayne made me pope. Lam 
no chronicler from our owne countrey, but if probable fuf- 
pition might be heard uppon his oath, I thinke fome mens 
foules would bee canonized for martyrs, that on earth did 
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Is it your will and pleafure (noble Lants-grave of Lymbo) 
to let us have leffe caroufing to your health in poifon, 
fewer under-hand confpyrings, or open quarrells executed 
onely in wordes, as they are in the world now a dayes? 
as if men will needes caroufe, confpire, and quarrell, that 
they may make Ruffians Hall of hell, and there bandy 
balls of brimftone at one anothers head, and not trouble 
our peacable Paradize with their private hurliburlies about 
{trumpets, where no weapon (as in Adams Paradize) should 
be named, but onely the Angell of Providence ftand with a 
fiery {word at the gate, to keepe out our enemies. 

A perturbation of mind (like unto Envy) is Wrath, 
which looketh farre lower than the former; for, whereas 
Envie cannot be faid to be but in refpeét of our {uperiours, 
Wrath refpeéteth no degrees nor persons, but is equally 
armed agaynft all that offende him. A hare-braind little 
dwarfe it is, with a fwarth vifage, that hath his hart at his 
tongues end, if he be contraride, and will be fure to do no 
right, nor take no wrong. If hee bee a judge or a juftice 
(as fometimes the lyon comes to give fentence again{ft the 
lamb) then he fweares by nothing but by Saint Tyborne, 
and makes Newgate a nowne fubftantive, whereto all his 
other words are but adjectives. Lightly, hee is an olde 
man, (for thofe yeares are moft wayward and teatith) yet 
be he never fo old or fo froward, fince Avarice likewife is a 
fellow vice of thofe fraile yeares, we muft fet one extreame 
to ftrive with another, and alay the anger of oppreffion by 
the fweet incenfe of a newe purfe of angels, or the doting 
planet may have fuch predominance in thefe wicked elders 
of Ifrael, that, if you fend your wife, or fome other female, 
to plead for you, fhe may get your pardon upon promife 
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of better acquaintance. But whift! thefe are the workes of 
darkneffe, and may not be talkt of in the day time. Fury 
is a heate, or fire, and muft bee quencht with maides water. 

Amoneft other cholericke wife juftices he was one that, 
having a play prefented before him and his townefhip by 
Tarlton and the reft of his fellowes, her Majefties fervants, 
and they were now entring into their firft merriment (as 
they call it), the people began exceedingly to laugh, when 
Tarlton firft peept out his head. Whereat the juftice, not 
a little moved, and feeing with his beckes and nods, hee 
could not make them ceafe, he went with his ftaffe, and 
beat them round about unmercifully on the bare pates, in 
that they, being but farmers and poore countrey hyndes, 
would prefume to laugh at the Queenes men, and make no 
more account of her cloath in his prefence. 

The caufes conducting unto Wrath are as divers as the 
actions of a man’s life. Some will take on like a mad man 
if they fee a pigge come to the table. Sotericus, the fur- 
geon, was cholericke at fight of fturgeon. The Irifhman 
will draw his dagger, and bee readie to kill and flay, if one 
breake winde in his companie—and fo fome of our Englifh 
men, that are fouldiers, if one give them the lye. But thefe 
are light matters, whereof Pierce complaineth not. 

Be advertifed, Mafter Os fcetidum, bedle of the blacke- 
{mithes, that lawyers cannot devife which way in the world 
to begge, they are fo troubled with brabblements and futes, 
everie tearme, of yeomen and gentlemen that fall out for 
nothing. If John a Nokes his henne doo but leap into 
Elizabeth de Gappes clofe, fhee will never leave to haunt 
her husband till he bring it toa zf priws. One while, the 
parfon fueth the parishioner for bringing home his tythes ; 
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another while, the parifhioner fueth the parfon for not tak- 
ing away his tythes in time. 

I heard a tale of a butcher, who, driving two calves over 
a common that were coupled together by the neckes with 
an oken with, in the way where they should paffe, there lay 
a poore, leane mare, with a galde backe; to whome they 
comming (as chance fell out), one of one fide, and the other 
of the other, fmelling on her, (as their manner is) the midft 
of the with, that was betwixt their neckes, rubd her and 
grated her on the fore backe, that shee ftarted and rofe up, 
and hung them both on her backe as a beame; which, be- 
ing but a rough plaifter to her raw ulcer, she ran away with 
them (as she were frantick) into the fens, where the butcher 
could not follow them, and drownde both her felfe and 
them in a quagmyre. Now, the owner of the mare is in 
law with the butcher for the loffe of his mare, and the but- 
cher enterchangeably endites him for his calves. I pray 
ye, Timothie Tempter, be an arbitrator betwixt them, and 
couple them both by the neckes, (as the calves were) and 
carry them to hel on your backe, and then, I hope, they 
wyll be quiet. 

The chiefe fpur unto Wrath is drunkennes, which, as 
the touch of an afhen bough caufeth a gidineffe in the 
viper’s head, and the batte, lightly {trooke with the leafe of 
a tree, lofeth his remembrance, fo they, being but lightly 
{fprinckled with the juyce of the hop, become fenceleffe, 
and have their reafon ftrooken blind, as foon as ever the 
cup fcaleth the fortreffe of their nofe. Then run their 
words at random, like a dog that hath loft his mafter, and 
are uppe with this man and that man, and generally invey 
againft al men, but thofe that keep a wette corner for a 
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friend, and will not thinke fcorne to drinke with a good 
fellowe and a fouldiour ; and fo long doe they practife this 
vaine on their ale-bench, that, when they are fober, they 
cannot leave it. There be thofe that get their lyving all 
the yeere long by nothing but rayling. 

Not farre from Chefter, I knewe an odde, foule mouthde 
knave, called Charles the Fryer, that had a face fo par- 
boyled with mens {pitting on it, and a backe fo oiten 
knighted in Bridewell, that it was impoffible for any fhame 
or punifhment to terrifie him from ill-fpeaking. Noblemen 
hee would liken to more ugly things than himfelfe ; fome 
to, after my moft hearty commendations, with a dafh over 
the head; others to guilded chines of beefe, or a fhooe- 
maker fweating when hee puls on a fhoo; another to an~ 
olde verfe in Cato, Ad confilium ne accefferis, antequam vo- 
certs ; an other to a Spanifh codpiffe ; an other that his face 
was not yet finifht, with fuch like innumerable abfurd allu- 
fions: yea, what was he in the Court but hee had a compa- 
rifon, inftead of a capcafe, to put him in. Upon a time, 
being challengde at his owne weapon in a private chamber, 
by a great perfonage (rayling, I meane) he fo farre out- 
{tript him in villainous words, and over-bandied him in 
bitter tearms, that the name of fport could not perfwade 
him patience, nor containe his furie in anie degrees of jeatt, 
but needs he muft wreake himfelfe upon him: neyther 
would a comon revenge fuffice him, his difpleafure was fo 
infinite, (and, it may be, common revenges he tooke before, 
as farre as the whipcord would ftretch uppon like provoke- 
mentes) wherefore he caufed his men to take him, and bricke 
him up in a narrowe chimney, that was neque major, neque 
minor corpore locato; where he fed him for fifteene daies 
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with bread and water through a hole, letting him fleepe 
{tanding if he would, for lye or fit he could not, and then 
he let him out to fee if he could learne to rule his tongue 
any better. 

It is a difparagement to thofe that have any true {parke 
of gentilitie, to be noted of the whole world fo to delight in 
detracting, that they fhould keepe a venomous toothd 
curre, and feede him with the crums that fal from his 
table, to doe nothing but bite every one by the fhins that 
paffe by. If they will needs be merrie, let them have a 
foole, and not a knave, to difport them, and feeke fome 
other to beftow their almes on, than fuch an impudent 
begger. 

As there be thofe that rayle at all men, fo there be thofe 
that rayle at all arts, as Cornelius Agrippa, De Vanttate 
Scientiarum, and a treatife that I have feene in difpraife of 
learning ; where hee faith, it is the corrupter of the fimple, 
the fchoolemaifter of fin, the ftorehoufe of treacherie, the 
reviver of vices, and mother of cowardize; alledging many 
examples how there was never man egregioufly evill but 
hee was a fcholler ; that, when the ufe of letters was fir{t 
invented, the Golden World ceafed, Sacinufque invafit mor- 
tales ; how ftudie doth effeminate a man, dimme his ficht, 
weaken his braine, and ingender a thoufand difeafes. Small 
learning would ferve to confute fo manifeft a fcandale; and 
I imagine all men, like my felfe, fo unmoveablie refolved 
of the excellencie thereof, that I will not, by the under- 
propping of confutation, feeme to give the idle witted ad- 
verfary fo much encouragement, as he fhould furmize his 
fuperficiall arguments had fhaken the foundation of it, 
again{t which he could never have lifted his pen, if her felfe 
had not helpt him to hurt herfelfe. 
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With the enemies of Poetry, I care not if I have a bout; 
and thofe are they that tearme our beft writers but babling 
ballat-makers, holding them fantaftical fooles that have wit, 
but cannot tell how to ufe it. I, my felfe, have been fo 
cenfured among fome dul-headed divines, who deeme it no 
more cunning to write an exquifite poem, than to preach 
pure Calvin, or diftill the juftice of a commentary into a 
quarter fermom Proove it when you will, you flowe fpirited 
Saturnifts, that have nothing but the pilfries of your penne 
to pollifh an exhortation withall; no eloquence but tauto- 
logies to tie the eares of your auditory unto you; no in- 
vention but heere is to be noted, 1 ftole this note out of 
Beza or Marlorat; no wit to move, no paffion to urge, but 
onely an ordinary forme of preaching, blowen up by ufe of 
often hearing and fpeaking; and you fhall finde there goes 
more exquifite paines and puritie of wit to the writing of 
one fuch rare poem as Rofamond, than to a hundred of 
your dunfticall fermons. 

Should we (as you) borrow all out of others, and gather 
nothing of our felves, our names fhould be baffuld on everie 
booke-fellers ftall, and not a chandler’s muftard-pot but 
would wipe his mouth with our waft paper. Newe her- 
rings, new! we muft cry, every time we make our felves 
publique, or elfe we fhall be chriftend with a hundred new 
titles of idiotifme. Nor is poetry an art whereof there is 
no ufe in a mans whole life, but to defcribe difcontented 
thoughts and youthfull defires; for there is no ftudy but it 
dooth illuftrate and beautifie. How admirably fhine thofe 
divines above the common mediocritie, that have tafted 
the {weet fprings of Pernaffus ! 

Silver-tongu’d Smith, whofe well tun’d ftile hath made 
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thy death the generall teares of the Mufes, queintlie couldft 
thou devife heavenly ditties to Apolloes lute, and teach 
{tately verfe to trip it as f{moothly, as if Ovid and thou had 
but one foule. Hence along did it proceede, that thou 
wert fuch a plaufible pulpit man: before thou entredft into 
the wonderfull waies of Theologie, thou refinedft, pre- 
paredft, and purifiedft thy wings with fweete poetrie. Ifa 
fimple mans cenfure may be admitted to fpeake in fuch an 
open theater of opinions, I never faw aboundant reading 
better mixt with delight, or fentences, which no man can 
challenge of prophane affectation, founding more melodious 
to the eare, or piercing more deepe to the heart. 

To them that demaund, what fruites the poets of our 
time bring forth, or wherein they are able to prove them- 
felves neceffarie to the ftate ? thus I anfwere: firft and for- 
moft, they have cleanfed our language from barbarifme, and 
made the vulgar fort, here in London, (which is the foun- 
taine whofe rivers flowe round about England) to afpire to 
a richer puritie of fpeach than is communicated with the 
comminalty of anie nation under heaven. The vertuous 
by their praifes they encourage to be more vertuous; to 
vicious men they are as infernall hags, to haunt their ghofts 
with eternall infamie after death. The foldiour, in hope to 
have his high deedes celebrated by their pens, defpifeth a 
whole armie of perills, and aéteth wonders exceeding all 
humane conjecture. Thofe that care neither for God nor 
the divell by their quills are kept in awe. J7ulti famam, 
(faith one) faucet confcientiam verentur. 

Let God fee what he will, they would be loath to have 
the fhame of the world. What age wil not prayfe immortal 
Sir Phillip Sidney, whom noble Saluftius (that thrice fin- 
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euler French poet) hath famoufed; together with Sir Nicho- 
las Bacon, Lord Keeper, and merry Sir Thomas Moore, for 
the chiefe pillers of our English fpeech. Not fo much but 
Chaucer’s hoft, Baly in Southwarke, and his wife of Bath, 
he keepes fuch a ftirre with in his Canterbury Tales, fhalbe 
talkt of whilft the Bath is ufde, or there be ever a bad houfe 
in Southwarke. 

Gentles, it is not your lay chronigraphers that write of 
nothing but of Mayors and Sheriefs, and the deare yeere, 
and the great froft, that can endowe your names wyth 
never dated glory; for they want the wings of choife 
words to fly to heaven, which we have. They cannot 
{weeten a difcourfe, or wreft admiration from men, reading 
as we can, reporting the meaneft accident. Poetry is the 
hunny of all flowers, the quinteffence of all fciences, the 
marrowe of witte, and the very phrafe of angels. How 
much better is it, then, to have an eligant lawier to plead 
ones caufe, than a ftutting townfman, that lofeth himfelfe 
in his tale, and doth nothing but make legs ; fo much is it 
better for a nobleman, or gentleman, to have his honours 
{tory related, and his deedes emblazond, by a poet than a 
cittizen. 

Alas, poor latinleffe authors! they are fo fimple, they 
knowe not what they doe: they no fooner fpy a new ballad, 
and his name to it that compilde it, but they put him in 
for one of the learned men of our time. I marvell how the 
mafterleffe men, that fette up their bills in Paules for fer- 
vices, and fuch as pafte up their papers on every poft, for 
arithmetique and writing-fchooles, fcape eternitie amonett 
them : I beleeve both they and the Knight Marfhal’s men, 
that naile up mandates at the court gat, for annoying the 
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pallace with filth or making water, if they fet their names 
to the writing, will fhortly make up the number of the 
learned men of our time, and be as famous as the reft. 
For my part, I do challenge no praife of learning to my 
felfe, yet have I worne a gowne in the Univerfity, and fo 
hath caret tempus non habet moribus; but this I dare prefume, 
that, if any Meceenas binde me to him by his bounty, or 
extend fome round liberalitie to mee worth the fpeaking 
of, I will doe him as much honour as any poet of my beard- 
leffe yeeres fhall in England. Not that I am fo confident 
what I can doe, but that 1 attribute fo much to my thank- 
full mind above others, which I am perfwaded would en- 
able me to worke myracles. 

On the contrary fide, if I bee evill intreated, or fent away 
with a flea in mine eare, let him looke that I will rayle on 
him foundly ; not for an houre or a day, whiles the injury 
is frefh in my memory, but in fome elaborate, pollifhed 
poem, which I will leave to the worlde when I am dead, to 
be a living image to all ages of his beggerly parfimony and 
ignoble illiberalitie: and let him not (whatfoever he be) 
meafure the weight of my words by this booke, where I 
write guecquid im buccam venerit, as faft as my hand can 
trot ; but I have tearmes (if I be vext) laid in fteepe in agua 
fortis and gunpowder, that fhall rattle through the fkyes, 
and make an earthquake in a pefant’s eares. Put cafe 
(fince Iam not yet out of the theame of Wrath) that fome 
tyred jade belonging to the preffe, whome I never wronged 
in my life, hath named me expreffly in print (as I will not 
do him), and accufed me of want of learning, upbraiding 
me for reviving, in an epiftle of mine, the reverend memory 
of Sir Thomas Moore, Sir John Cheeke, Doétor Watfon, 
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Doétor Haddon, Doétor Carre, Maifter Afcham, as if they 
were no meate but for his mafterfhips mouth, or none but 
fome fuch, as the fonne of a ropemaker, were worthie to 
mention them. To fhewe how I can rayle, thus would I begin 
to rayle on him :—Thou that had{ft thy hood turnd over thy 
eares, when thou wert a bachelor, for abufing of Ariftotle, 
and fetting him upon the Schoole gates, painted with affes 
eares on his head, is it anie difcredit for me, thou great ba- 
boune, thou pigmie braggart, thou pamphleter of nothing 
but pgans, to bee cenfured by thee, that haft fcorned the 
prince of philofophers ? thou, that in thy dialogues foldft 
hunnie for a halpenie, and the choyfeft writers extant for 
cues a peece ; that cam’ft to the Logick Schooles when thou 
wert a frefh-man, and writft phrafes ; off with thy gowne, 
and untruffe, for I meane to lafh thee mightily. Thou haft 
a brother, haft thou not, ftudent in almanackes? Go too! 
Ile ftand to it, he fatherd one of thy baftards, (a booke I 
meane) which, being of thy begetting, was fet forth under 
his name. 

Gentlemen, Iam fure you have heard of a ridiculous affe, 
that manie yeares fince fold lyes by the great, and wrote 
an abfurd Aftrologicall Difcourfe of the terrible conjunction 
of Saturne and Jupiter, wherein (as if hee had latelie caft 
the heaven’s water, or been at the anatomizing of the {kies 
intrayles in Surgeons’ Hall) hee prophecieth of fuch ftrange 
wonders to enfue from ftars diftemperature, and the uni- 
verfal adultry of planets, as none but he, that is bawd to 
thofe celeftiall bodies, could ever difery. What expecta- 
tion there was of it both in towne and country, the amaze- 
ment of thofe times may teftifie; and the rather, becaufe 
he pawned his credit upon it in thefe expreffe tearmes: 
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“Tf thefe things fall not out in everie point as I have wrote, 
let mee for ever hereafter loofe the credit of my aftro- 
nimie.” Well, fo it happened, that he happened not to be 
aman of his word: his aftronomie broke his day with his 
creditors, and Saturne and Jupiter proved honefter men 
than all the worlde tooke them for. Whereupon the poore 
prognofticator was ready to runne himfelfe through with his 
Jacobs ftaffe, and caft himfelfe headlong from the top of a 
globe (as a mountaine) and breake his necke. The whole 
Univerfitie hyft at him, Tarlton at the Theator made jefts 
of him, and Elderton confumd his ale-crammed nofe to no- 
thing in bear-bayting him with whole bundels of ballets. 
Would you, in likely reafon, geffe it were poffible for any 
fhame-fwolne toad to have the {pet-proofe face to out-live 
this difgrace? It is, deare brethren, Viv7t, tmo, vivit ; and, 
which is more, he is a Vicar. 

Poor flave! I pitie thee that thou hadft no more grace 
but to come in my way. Why could not you have fate 
quiet at home, and writ catechifmes, but you muft be com- 
paring me to Martin, and exclayme againft me for reckoning 
up the high f{chollers of worthie memorie ? Fupiter ingentis 
prevat fua numina vatum, faith Ovid ; Seque celebrari guo- 
libet ore finit. Which, if it be fo, I hope I am afguts, and 
thofe men, gwos honoris caufa nominavi, are not greater than 
gods. Me thinks, I fee thee ftand quivering and quaking, 
and even now lift up thy hands to heaven, as thanking God 
my choler is fomewhat affwag’d ; but thou art deceived, for 
however I let fall my ftile a little, to talk in reafon with thee 
that haft none, I doo not meane to let thee {cape fo. 

Thou haft wronged one for my fake, (whome for the name 
I muft love) T. N., the Maifter Butler of Pembrooke Hall, a 
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farre better fcholler than thy felfe, (in my judgement) and 
one that fheweth more difcretion and government in fetting 
up a fife of bread, than thou in all thy whole booke. Why 
man, thinke no fcorne of him; for he hath helde thee up a 
hundred times, whiles the Deane hath given thee corre€tion, 
and thou haft capd and kneed him (when thou wert hungry) 
for a chipping. But thats nothing; for, hadft thou never 
beene beholding to him, nor holden up by him, he hath a 
beard that is a better gentleman than all thy whole body, 
and a grave countenance, like Cato, able to make thee run 
out of thy wits for feare, if he looke fternly upon thee. I 
have reade over thy fheepith difcourfe of the Lambe of 
God and his Enemies, and entreated my patience to bee 
good to thee whilft I reade it; but for al that I could doe 
with myfelfe, (as I am fure I may doe as much as another 
man) I could not refraine, but bequeath it to the privie, 
leafe by leafe as I read it, it was fo ugly, dorbellicall, and 
lamith. Monftrous, monftrous, and palpable! not to be 
fpoken of in a chriftian congregation! thou haft fkumd 
over the fchoole men, and of the froth of their folly made 
a difh of divinitie breweffe, which the dogges will not eate. 
If the printer have any great dealings with thee, he wer 
beft to get a priviledge betimes, ad cmprimendum folum, for- 
bidding all other to fell waft paper but himfelfe, or elfe he 
will be in a wofull taking. The Lambe of God make thee 
a wifer bell-weather than thou art, for elfe, I doubt, thou 
wilt be driven to leave all, and fal to thy father’s occupa- 
tion, which is, to goe and make a rope to hang thy felfe. 
Neque enim lex cegquior ulla eft, quam necis artifices arte 
perire fua: and fo I leave thee til a better opportunity, to 
be tormented world without end of our poets and writers 
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about London, whome thou hafte called piperly make- 
playes and make-bates : not doubting but he alfo whom 
thou tearmeft the vain Pap-hatchet, wil have a flurt at thee 
one day, all joyntly driving thee to this iffue, that thou 
fhalt be conftrained to goe to the chiefe beame of thy be- 
nifice, and there, beginning a lamentable fpeech with cur 
Scripfi, cur perit, ende with pravum prava decent, juvat in- 
concefja voluptas, and with a trice truffe up thy life in the 
{tring of thy fancebell. So be it, pray penn, incke, and 
paper, on their knees, that they may not be troubled with 
thee any more. 

Redeo ad vos, met auditores. Wave I not a indifferent 
pretty veine in fpurgalling an affe ? if you knew how extem- 
porall it were at this inftant, and with what haft it is writ, 
you would fay fo. But I would not have you thinke, that 
al this that is fet downe heere is in good earneft, for then 
you goe by S. Gyles the wrong way to Weftminfter; but 
onely to fhew how for a neede I could rayle, if I were 
throughly fyred. So hoe, Honiger Hammon! where are 
you all thys while, I cannot be acquainted with you? Tell 
me, what doe you thinke of the cafe? am I fubject to the 
finne of Wrath I write againft, or no, in whetting my penne 
on this blocke? I know you would faine have it fo, but it 
{hal not choofe but be otherwife for this once. Come on: 
let us turne over a new leafe, and heare what Gluttony can 
fay for her felfe ; for Wrath hath fpet his poyfon, and full 
platters doe well after extreame purging. 

The Romayne Emperours that fucceeded Auguftus were 
exceedingly given to this horrible vice, whereof fome of 
them would feede on nothing but the tongues of phefants 
and nightingales: other would fpend as much at one ban- 
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quet, as a king’s revenues came too in a yeare; whofe ex- 
ceffe I would decypher at large, but that a new Laureat 
hath fav’d me the labor; who, for a man that ftandes upon 
paines, and not wit, hath perform’d as much, as anie ftorie 
dreffer may do, that fets a new Englifh nap on an olde 
Latine apothegs. It is enough for me to licke difhes here 
at home, though I feed not mine eyes at any of the Romane 
feafts. Much good doo it you, Mafter Dives, here in Lon- 
don ; for you are he my pen meanes to dine withall. Mz/e- 
vere mel, what a fat churle it is! Why, he hath a belly as 
big as the round church in Cambridge, a face as huge as 
the whole bodie of a bafe viall, and legs that, if they were 
hollow, a man might keepe a mill in either of them. x- 
perto crede Roberto, there is no matt like a merchaunt’s table. 
Bona fide, it is a great mifture, that we have not men fwine 
as well as beafts, for then we fhould have porke that hath 
no more bones than a pudding, and a fide of bacon that 
you might lay under your head in ftead of a bolfter. 

It is not for nothing that other countreyes, whome we up- 
braid with drunkenneffe, call us burften-bellied eluttons ; 
for we make our greedie paunches powdring tubs of beefe, 
and eate more meate at one meale, than the Spaniard or 
Italian in a month. Good thriftie men! they drawe out a 
dinner with fallets, like a Swart-rutter’s fute, and make 
Madona Nature their beft caterer. We mutt have our tables 
furnifht like poultrers ftalls, or as though we were to victuall 
Noah’s arke againe, (wherein there was al forts of living 
creatures that ever were) or els the good-wife wil not open 
her mouth to bid one welcome. A ftranger that fhould 
come to one of our magnificoes houfes, when dinner were 
fet on the boord, and he not yet fet, would thinke the 
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goodman of the houfe were a haberdafher of wilde-fowle, 
or a merchant venturer of daintie meate, that fells com- 
modities of good cheere by the great, and hath factors in 
Arabia, Turkey, Egipt, and Barbarie, to provide him of 
ftraunge byrdes, China muftard, and odde paterns to make 
cuftards by. 

Lord! what a coyle have we, this courfe and that courfe, 
removing this difh higher, fetting another lower, and taking 
away the third. A general might in leffe fpace remove his 
camp, than they ftand difpofing of their gluttonie. And 
whereto tends all this gurmandife, but to give {leepe groffe 
humors to feede on, to corrupt the braine, and make it un- 
apt and unweldie for any thing ? 

The Romane Cenfors, if they lighted upon a fat corpu- 
lent man, they ftraight tooke away his horfe, and con- 
{trained him to goe a foote, pofitively concluding his car- 
kaffe was fo puft up with gluttonie or idleneffe. If wee 
had fuch horfe-takers amongft us, and that furfit-fwolne 
churles, who now ride on their foot-cloathes, might bee 
conftrained to carrie their fleth budgets from place to 
place on foote, the price of velvet and cloath would fall 
with their bellies, and the Gentle Craft (aias the red 
herrings kinfmen) get more, and drinke leffe. Plenus 
venter nil agit libenter, et plures gula occitiit quam gladius. 
It is as defperate a peece of service to fleep upon a full 
{tomake, as it is to ferve in face of the bullet: a man is 
but his breath, and that may as wel be ftopt by putting 
too much in his mouth at once, as running on the mouth of 
the cannon. That is verified of us, which Horace writes of 
an outragious cater in his time. Qzzcguid quesicrat ventri 
donabat avaro, whatfoever he could rap or rend, he confis- 
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cated to his covetous gut. Nay, we are fuch flefh-eating 
Saracens, that chaft fifh.may not content us, but we de- 
light in the murder of innocent mutton, in the unplum- 
ing of pulterie, and quartering of calues and oxen. It is 
horrible and deteftable: no godly fifhmonger that can di- 
geft it. Report (which our moderners clepe flundring 
fame) puts mee in memorie of a notable jeft I hearde long 
agoe of Dr. Watfon, verie conducible to the reproofe of 
thefe flefhly-minded Belials. He being at fupper, on a 
fafting, or fifh night at leaft, with a great number of his 
freinds and acquaintance, there chanced to be in the com- 
pany an outlandifh doctor, who, when all other fell to fuch 
victuals (agreeing to the time) as were before them, he 
overflipt them, and there being one joynt of flefh on the 
table for fuch as had meate ftomackes, fell frefhly to it. 
After that hunger (halfe conquered) had reftored him to 
the ufe of his fpeach, for his excufe he faid to his friend 
that brought him thither, Profecto, domine, ego sum maliffi- 
mus pifcator; meaning by p2/cator,a filhman; (which is a 
libertie, as alfo smalfimus, that outlandifh men in their 
familiar talke doo challenge, at leaft ufe, above us): Aé tu 
es boniffimus carnifex, quoth Dr. Watfon, retorting very 
merily his owne licentious figures upon him. So of us 
it may be faid, we are malifimti pifcatores, but bontffimi 
carnifices. I would Englifh the jeft, for the edification of 
the temporalitie, but that it is not fo good in Englifh as in 
Latine: and though it were as good, it would not convert 
clubs and clowted fhoone from the flefh-pots of Aezpz, to 
the provant of the Low Countreyes; for they had rather 
(with the ferving-man) put up a fupplication to the Par- 
liament Houfe, that they might have a yard of pudding 
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for a penie, than defire (with the baker) there might bee 
three ounces of bread fold for a halfe penie. 

Alphonfus, King Philip’s confeffor, that came over with 
him to England, was fuch a moderate man in his dyet, 
that he would feede but once a day, and at that tyme hee 
would feed fo flenderly and fparingly, as fcarfe ferved to 
keepe life and foule together. One night, importunately 
invited to a folemne banquet, for fashion fake he fate 
downe among the reft, but by no entreatie could be 
drawen to eate any thing: at length, frute being fet on the 
boord, he reacht an apple out of the dish, and put it in 
his pocket ; which one marking that fat right over againft 
him, afkt him, Domine, cur es Solicitus in craftinum ? Sir, 
why are you careful for the morrow? Whereto he an- 
fwered moft foberly, Limo, hoc facio, mt amice, ut ne fim folt- 
citus in craftinum. No; I doo it, my frend, that I may not 
be carefull for the morrow: as though his appetite were a 
whole day contented with fo little as an apple, and that it 
were enough to pay the morrowes tribute to nature. 

Rare, and worthie to be regiftered to all pofterities, is the 
Countie Molines (fometime the Prince of Parmaes com- 
panion) altred courfe of life; who, being a man that lived 
in as great pomp and delicacie as was possible for a man 
to doo, and one that wanted nothing but a kingdome that 
his hart could defire, upon a day entring into a deepe me- 
lancholy by himfelfe, he fell into a difcourfive confideration 
what this world was, how vaine and tranfitorie the pleafures 
thereof, and how manie times he had offended God by fur- 
feiting, gluttony, drunkennes, pride, whoredome, and fuch 
like, and how hard it was for him, that liv’d in that pros- 
peritie that he did, not to bee entangled with thofe pleafures: 
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whereupon he prefently refolv’d, twixt God and his owne 
confcience, to forfake it and al his allurements, and betake 
him to the fevereft forme of life ufed in their State. And 
with that cald all his fouldiers and acquaintance together, 
and, making knowen his intent unto them, he diftributed 
his living and poffeffions (which were infinite) amongft the 
pooreft of them ; and having not left himfelfe the worth of 
one farthing under heaven, betooke him to the moft beg- 
gerlie new erected Order of the Fryer Capuchines, Their 
inftitution is, that they fhall poffeffe nothing whatfoever of 
their owne more than the cloathes on their backes, continu- 
ally to goe barefoote, weare haire fhirts, and lye upon the 
hard bords, winter and fummer time: they muft have no 
meat, nor afke any but what is given them voluntarily, nor 
muft they lay up any from meale to meale, but give it to 
the poore, or els it is a great penaltie. In this fevere hu- 
militie lives this devout Countie, and hath done this foure 
yeare, fubmitting himfelfth to al the bafe drudgery of the 
houfe, as fetching water, making cleane the reft of their 
chambers, infomuch as he is the junior of the Order. O! 
what a notable rebuke were his honourable lowlines to 
fucceeding pride, if this proftrate fpirit of his were not the 
fervaunt of fuperftition, or hee miffpent not his good workes 
on a wrong faith. 

Let but our Englith belly-gods punith their purfie bodies 
vith this {trict penaunce, and profeffe the Cupuchinifme 
but one month, and Ile be their pledge, they fhal not grow 
fo like dry fats as they doo. O! it will make them jolly 
long winded, to trot up and downe the dorter ftaires, and 
the water-tankard will keepe under the infurreétion of their 
{houlders, the haire fhirt will chafe whordome out of their 
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boanes, and the hard lodging on the boards take their 
flefh downe a button hole lower. 

But if they might be induced to diftribute all their goods 
amongft the poore, it were to be hoped Saint Peter would 
let them dwell in the fuburbes of heaven ; whereas, other- 
wife, they muft keepe aloofe at Pancredge, and not come 
neere the liberties by five leagues and above. It is your 
dooing (Diotrephes Divell) that thefe ftal-fed cormorants to 
damnation muft bung up all the wealth of the land in their 
{nap-haunce bags, and poore fcholers and fouldiers wander 
in backe lanes, and the out-thiftes of the citie, with never 
a rag to their backes : but our truft is that, by fome intem- 
perance or other, you will turne up their heeles, one of 
thefe yeares, together, and provide them of fuch unthrifts 
to their heyres, as fhall fpend in one weeke amoneft good 
fellowes what they got by extortion and opreffion from 
gentlemen all their life-time. | 

From gluttonie in meates, let me difcend to fuperfluitie 
in drink, a finne that, ever fince we have mixt our felves 
with the Low-countries, is counted honourable, but before 
we knew their lingring warres, was held in the higheft de- 
gree of hatred that might be. Then, if wee had feenea 
man goe wallowing in the ftreetes, or line fleeping un- 
der the boord, wee would have {pet at him as a toade, and 
cald him foule drunken fwine, and warnd all our friends 
out of his company : now, he is no body that cannot drinke 
Super nagulum, caroufe the Hunters’ Hoop, quaffe up/ey 
Jreze croffe, with leapes, gloves, mumpes, frolickes, and a 
thoufand fuch dominering inventions. He is reputed a 
pefaunt and a boore that will not take his licour  pro- 
foundly ; and you {hall heare a cavalier of the firft feather, 

HT 


The com- 
plaint of 
drunkennes. 


Drinking 
fuper nagu- 
lum, a devife 
of drinking 
new come out 
of Fraunce ; 
which is, after 
a man hath 
turnde up the 
bottom of the 
cup, to drop it 
on hys nayle, 
and made a 
pearle with 
that is left ; 
which, if 1i 


flide, and he 
cannot make 
{tand on, by 

reafon thers 

too much, he 
muft drinke 

againe for his 
penance. 


tas mig RRS SOR PN 


Pierce Penilesse. 


2) 


5 
a princockes that was but a page the other day in the 
Court, and now is all to be frenchified in his foldiours fute, 
ftand upon termes, with God’s wounds! you difhonour me, 
fir, you do me the difgrace, if you do not pledge me as 
much as I drunke to you; and in the midft of his cups, 
ftand vaunting his manhood, beginning everie fentence 
with When I firft bore armes, when he never bare any 
thing but his lord’s rapier after him in his life. If he have 
been over, and vifited a towne of garrifon, as a travailer or 
paffenger, he hath as great experience as the greateft com- 
mander and chiefe leader in England. A mightie deformer 
of men’s manners and features is this unneceffary vice of 
all other. Let him bee indued with never fo manie vertues, 
and have as much goodly proportion and favour as nature 
can beftow upon a man, yet if hee be thirftie after his owne 
deftruction, and hath no joy nor comfort, but when he is 
drowning his foule in a gallon pot, that one beaftly imper- 
fection will utterly obfcure all that is commendable in him, 
and all his goode qualities finke like lead downe to the 
bottome of his carrowfing cups, where they will lye, like 
lees and dregges, dead and unregarded of any man. 

Clim of the Clough, thou that ufeft to drinke nothing 
but fcalding lead and fulpher in hell, thou art not fo greedie 
of thy night geare. O! but thou haft a foule fwallow if it 
come once to the caroufing of humane bloud; but thats 
but feldome, once in feaven yeare, when theres a great ex- 
ecution, otherwife thou art tide at rack and manger, and 
drink{t nothing but the agua vite of vengeance all thy life 
time. The proverbe gives it foorth thou art a knave, and 
therefore I have more hope thou art fome manner of a good 
fellowe: let mee intreate thee (fince thou haft other iniquities 
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inough to circumvent us withall) to wype this finne out of 
the catalogue of thy fubtilties: helpe to blaft the vynes, 
that they may beare no more grapes, and fowre the wines 
in the cellers and merchants {torehoufes, that our countrey- 
men maye not piffe out all their wit and thrift again{t the 
walles. King Edgar, becaufe his fubjeéts fhould not offend 
in fwilling, and bibbing as they did, caufed certaine iron 
cups to be chained to everie fountaine and wells fide, and 
at everie vintner’s doore, with iron pins in them, to ftint 
every man how much he fhould drinke; and he that went 
beyond one of thofe pins forfeited a penny for every draught. 
And, if ftories were well fearcht, [ believe hoopes in quart 
pots were invented to that ende, that every man fhould 
take his hoope and no more. T have heard it juftified for a 
truth by great perfonages, that the olde Marqueffe of Pifana 
(who yet lives) drinkes not once in feaven yeare > and | 
have read of one Andron of Argos, that was fo feldome 
thirftie, that hee travailed over the hot, burning fands of 
Lybia, and never dranke. Then, why fhould our colde 
clime bring foorth fuch fierie throates? Are we more thirftie 
than Spaine and Italy, where the funnes force is doubled ? 
The Germaines and Lowe Dutch, me thinkes, fhould bee 
continually kept moyft with the foggie ayre and ftinking 
miftes that arife out of their fennie foyle; but as their 
countrey is over-flowen with water, fo are their heads 
alwaies over-flowen with wine, and in their bellies they 
have ftanding quag-mires and bogs of Englith beere. 

One of their breede it was that writ the booke, De Arte 
Libendi, a worthipful treatife, fitte for none but Silenus and 
his affe to fet forth: befides that volume, we have generall 
rules and injunctions, as good as printed precepts, or fta- 
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tutes fet downe by aéte of Parliament, that goe from drunk- 
ard to drunkard; as ftill to keepe your firft man, not to 
leave any flockes in the bottome of the cup, to knock the 
elaffe on your thumbe when you have done, to have fome 
{hooing horne to pull on your wine, as a rather of the coles, 
or a redde herring, to ftirre it about with a candle’s ende to 
make it tafte better, and not to holde your peace whiles 
the pot is ftirring. 

Nor have we one or two kinde of drunkards onely, but 
eight kindes. The firft is ape drunke; and he leapes, and 
fings and hollowes, and daunceth for the heavens: the 
fecond is lion drunk; and he flings the pots about the 
houfe, calls his hofteffe whore, breakes the glaffe windowes 
with his dagger, and is apt to quarrell with anie man that 
fpeaks to him: the third is fwine drunke; heavy, lumpith, 
and fleepie, and cries for a little more drinke, and a fewe 
more cloathes: the fourth is fheepe drunke; wife in his own 
conceipt, when he cannot bring foorth a right word: the 
fifth is mawdlen drunke; when a fellowe will weepe for 
kindnes in the midft of his ale, and kiffe you, faying, “ By 
God, captaine, I love thee. Goe thy wayes; thou doft not 
thinke fo often of me as I doo of thee; I would (if it pleafed 
God) I could not love thee fo well as I doo ;” and then he 
puts his finger in his eie, and cryes: the fixt is Martin 
drunke ; when a man is drunke, and drinkes himfelfe fober 
ere he ftirre: the feventh is goate drunke; when, in his 
drunkennes, he hath no minde but on lecherie: the eighth 
is fox drunke—when he is craftie drunke, as many of the 
Dutchmen bee, will never bargaine but when they are 
drunke, All thefe fpecies, and more, have I feene practifed 
in one companie at one fitting, when I have been permitted 


Pierce Pentlesse, OI 


to remaine fober amongft them, onely to note their feverall 
humors. Hee that plies anye one of them harde, it will 
make him to write admirable verfes, and to have a deepe 
cafting heade, though hee were never fo verye a dunce 
before. 

Gentlemen, all you that will not have your braines twife 
fodden, or your fleth rotten with the dropfie, that love not 
to goe in greafie dublets, ftockings out at the heeles, and 
weare ale-houfe daggers at your backes, forfweare this fla- 
vering braverie, that will make you have {tinking breathes, 
and your bodies fmell like brewers aprons: rather keepe:a 
fnuffe in the bottome of the glaffe to light you to bed with- 
all, than leave never an eye in your head to lead you over 
the threfhold. It will bring you, in your olde age, to be 
companions with none but porters and car-men; to talke 
out of a cage, rayling as dronken men are wont, a hundred 
boyes wondring about them; and to dye fodainly, as Fol 
Long, the fencer, did, drinking agua vite. From which (as 
all the reft) good Lord deliver Pierce Penileffe ! 

The nurfe of this enormitie (as of all evills) is Idlenes, 
or Sloth, which, having no painful providence to fet him 
felfe a worke, runnes headlong, with the raines in his own 
hand, into all lafcivioufneffe and fenfualitie that may bee. 
Men, when they are idle, and know not what to do, faith 
one, Let us go to the Stilliard, and drinke Rhenifh wine. 
Nay, if a man knew where a good whorhoufe were, faith 
another, it were fomewhat like. Nay, faith the third, let us 
go to a dicing-houfe or a bowling-alley, and there we hall 
have fome fport for our money. To one of thefe three (at 
hand, quoth pick-purfe) your evill angelfhip, Mafter Mani- 
headed Beaft, conduéts them, wb7 guid agilur—betwixt you 
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and their foules be it, for 1am no drawer, box-keeper, or 
pander, to bee privie to their fports. If I were to paint 
Sloth, (as Iam not fene in the fweetenings) by Saint John 
the Evangelift I fweare, I would draw it like a ftationer that 
I knowe, with his thumbe under his girdle, who,ifa man come 
to his {talle and afke him for a booke, never ftirs his head, 
or looks upon him, but ftands ftone ftill, and fpeakes not a 
word, only with ‘his little finger poynts backwards to his 
boy, who muft be his interpreter ; and fo all the day, gap- 
ing like a dumbe image, he fits without motion, except at 
fuch times as hee goes to dinner or fupper, for then he is as 
quicke as other three, eating fixe times every day. If I 
would raunge abroad, and looke in at fluggards key holes, I 
fhould finde a number lying a bed to fave charges of ordi- 
naries; and in winter, when they want firing, loofing halfe 
a weeks commons together, to keepe them warme in the 
linnen. And, hold you content, this fummer an under- 
meale of an afternoone long doth not amiffe to exercife the 
eies withall. Fat men and farmers fonnes, that fweate 
much with eating hard cheefe, and drinking olde wine, muft 
have fome more eafe than yong boyes, that take their plea- 
fure all day running up and downe. 

Setting jefting afide, I hold it a great difputable quef- 
tion, which is a more evil man, of shim’ thateis) an adie 
glutton at home, or a retchleffe unthrift abroad ? The elut- 
ton at home doth nothing but engender difeafes, pamper 
his flefh unto luft, and is good for none but his owne gut: 
the unthrift a broad exercifeth his bodie at dauncing 
{choole, fence fchoole, tennis, and all fuch recreations ; the 
vintners, the victuallers, the dicing-houfes, and who not, get 
by him. Suppofe he lofe a little now and then at play, it 
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teacheth him wit; and how fhould a man know to efchew 
vices, if his owne experience did not acquaint him with 
their inconveniences? Ommne wonotum pro magnifico eft: 
that villanie we have made no affayes in we admyre. Be- 
fides, my vagrant reveller haunts playes, and fharpens his 
wits with frequenting the company of poets : he emboldens 
his blufhing face by courting faire women on the fodaine, 
and lookes into all eftates by converfing with them in pub- 
like places. Nowe, tell me whether of the two, the heavy 
headed gluttonous houfe dove, or this lively, wanton, young 
gallant, is like to prove the wifer man, and better member 
in the commonwealth? If my youth might not be thought 
partiall, the fine qualified gentleman, although unftaid, 
fhould carie it clean away from the lazie clownith droane. 
Sloath in nobilitie, courtiers, fchollers, or any men, is the 
chiefeft caufe that brings them in contempt: lH or,.as’in- 
duftrie and unfatigable toyle raifeth meane perfons from 
obfcure houfes to high thrones of authoritie, fo floath, and 
fluggifh fecurity, caufeth proud lordes to tumble from the 
towers of their {tarry difcents, and bee trod under foote of 
every inferiour Befonian. Is it the lofty treading of a galli- 
ard, or fine grace in telling of a love tale amonei{t ladies, 
can make a man reverenft of the multitude? No; they 
care not for the falfe gliftering of gay garments, or infinu- 
ating curtefie of a carpet Peere; but they delight to fee him 
fhine in armour, and oppofe himfelfe to honourable daunger, 
to participate a voluntarie penie with his fouldiers, and re- 
lieve part of their wants out of his own purfe. That is the 
courfe he that will be popular muft take ; which, if he 
neglect, and fit dallying at home, nor will be awakte by 
any indignities out of his love-dreame, but fuffer every up- 
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{tart groom to defie him, fet him at naught, and fhake him 
by the beard unrevengde, let him {traight take orders, and 
bee a church-man, and then his patience may paffe for a 
vertue; but other wife to be fufpected of cowardife, and not 
card for of any. The onely enemie to floth is contention and 
emulation ; as to propofe one man to my felfe, that is the 
onely myrrour of our age, and ftrive to out-goe him in ver- 
tue. But this ftrife muft be fo tempered, that we fal not 
from the eagerneffe of prayfe, to the envying of their per- 
fons; for, then, we leave running to the goale of glorie, to 
fpurne at a ftone that lies in our way ; and fo did Atlante, 
in the middeft of her courfe, ftoup to take up the golden 
apple that her enemie fcattered in her way, and was out- 
runne by Hippomenes. The contrarie to this contention, 
and emulation, is fecuritie, peace, quiet, tranquillitie; when 
we have no adverfary to prie into our ations, no malicious 
eye, whofe purfuing our private behaviour might make us 
more vigilant over our imperfections, than otherwife we 
would be. 

That ftate or kingdome that is in league with all the 
world, and hath no forraine fword to vexe it, is not half fo 
{trong or confirmed to endure, as that which lives every 
houre in feare of invafion. There is a certaine wafte of 
the people for whome there is no ufe but warre; and thefe 
men muft have fome employment ftill to cut them off: 
Nam fi foras hoftem non habent, domt imventent ; if they 
have no fervice abroad, they will make mutinies at home. 
Or if the affayres of the {tate bee fuch, as cannot exhale all 
thefe corrupt excrements, it is very expedient they have 
fome light toyes to bufie their heades withall, to caft before 
them as bones to gnaw upon, which may keepe them from 
having leifure to intermeddle with higher matters. 
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To this effect the pollicie of Playes is verie neceffary, 
howfoever fome fhallow-braind cenfurers (not the deepeft 
ferchers into the fecrets of government) mightily oppugne 
them. For whereas the after-noone being the eldeft time 
of the day, wherein men, that are their owne matters, (as 
gentlemen of the Court, the innes of the court, and the 
number of captaines and fouldiers about London) doo 
wholly beftow themfelves upon pleafure, and that pleafure 
they devide (how vertuoufly it flxilles not) either into game- 
ing, following of harlots, drinking, or feeing a play, is it not 
then better (fince of foure extreames all the world cannot 
keepe them but they will choofe one) that they fhould be- 
take them to the leaft, which is playes? Nay, what if I 
prove playes to be no extreame, but a rare exercife of ver- 
tue? Firft, for the fubjeét of them (for the moft part) it is 
borrowed out of our Englith Chronicles, wherein our fore- 
fathers valiant ates (that have lien long buried in ruftie 
braffe and worme-eaten bookes) are revived, and they them- 
felves rayfed from the grave of oblivion, and brought to 
pleade their aged honours in open prefence; than which, 
what can bee a {harper reproofe to thefe degenerate effemi- 
nate dayes of ours? 

How would it have joyed brave Talbot (the terror of the 
French) to thinke that after he had lyen two hundred yeare 
in his toomb, he fhould triumph againe on the Stage, and 
have his bones new embalmed with the teares of ten thou- 
fand fpeétators at leaft, (at feverall times) who, in the tra- 
gedian that reprefents his perfon, imagine they behold him 
frefh bleeding ? 

I will defend it againft anie collian, or clubfifted ufurer 
of them all, there is no immortalitie can be given a man on 
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earth like unto playes. What talke I to them of immor- 
talitie, that are the onely underminers of honour, and doo 
envie anie man that is not fprung up by bafe brokerie like 
themfelves? They care not if all the auncient houfes were 
rooted out, fo that, like the burgomafters of the Low-coun- 
tries, they might fhare the government amongft them as 
States, and be quarter-mafters of our monarchie. Al arts 
to them are vanitie; and, if you tell them what a glorious 
thing it is to have Henry the Fifth reprefented on the ftage, 
leading the French king prifoner, and forcing both him and 
the Dolphin fweare fealtie, I, but (will they fay) what doo 
we get by it? refpecting neither the right of fame that is 
due to true nobilitie deceafed, nor what hopes of eternitie 
are to be propofed to adventrous mindes, to encourage 
them forward, but onely their execrable lucre, and filthie 
unquenchable avarice. 

They know when they are dead they fhal not be brought 
upon the ftage for any goodnes, but in a merriment of the 
Ufurer and the Divell, or buying armes of the herald, who 
gives them the lyon, without tongue, tayle, or tallents, be- 
caufe his mafter, whom he mu(tferve, is a townfman, and a 
man of peace,and muft not keepe any quarrelling beafts to 
annoy his honeft neighbours. 

In playes, all coofonages, all cunning drifts overguylded 
with outward holineffe, all ftratagems of warre, all the 
canker-wormes that breede on the ruft of peace, are moft 
lively anatomiz’d: they fhewe the ill fucceffe of treafon, the 
fall of hafty climbers, the wretched ende of ufurpers, the 
miferie of civil diffention, and howe juft God is evermore 
in punifhing of murther. And to proove every one of thefe 
allegations, could I propound the circumftances of this play 
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and that play, if I meant to handle this theame otherwife 
than oditer. What fhould I fay more? they are fower pills 
of reprehenfion, wrapt up in fweete words, Wheras fome 
petitioners to the Counfaile againft them object, they cor- 
rupt the youth of the citie, and withdrawe prentifes from 
their worke, they heartely with they might be troubled 
with none of their youth nor their prentifes ; for fome of 
them (I meane the ruder handicraftes fervants) never come 
abroad, but they are in danger of undoing: and, as for 
corrupting them when they come, thats falfe; for no playe 
they have encourageth any man to tumults or rebellion, 
but layes before fuch the halter and the gallowes; or 
prayfeth or approoveth pride, lutt, whoredome, prodigalitie, 
or drunkennes, but beates them downe WELCH Veer son tic 
hindrance of trades and traders of the citie by them, that 
is an article foyfted in by the vintners, ale-wives, and vic- 
tuallers, who furmife, if there were no playes, they fhould 
have all the companie that refort to them lye bowzing and 
beere-bathing in their houfes every after-noone. Nor fo, 
nor fo, good brother bottle-ale ; for there are other places 
befide, where money can beftow it felfe: the figne of the 
fmocke will wype your mouth clean, and yet I have heard 
ye have made her a tenant to your tap-houfes. But what 
fhall he doo that hath fpent himfelfe ? where fhall he haunt ? 
Faith, when dice, luft, and drunkennes, and all have dealt 
uppon him, if there bee never a playe for him to goe to for 
his penie, he fits melancholie in his chamber, devifing upon 
felonie or treafon, and how hee may beft exalt himfelfe by 
mifchiefe. 

In Auguftus time (who was the patron of all witty fports) 
there happened a great fray in Rome about a Plaierinfo- 
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much as all the citie was in an uprore : whereupon the Em- 
perour (after the broyle was fomewhat over-blown) cald the 
Player before him, and afkt what was the reafon that a man 
of his qualitie durft prefume to make fuch a brawle about 
nothing? He fmilingly replyde, It is good for thee, O 
Cefar! that the peoples heads are troubled with brawles 
and quarrels about us and our light matters ; for otherwife 
they would looke into thee and thy matters. Read Lipfius, 
or anie prophane or Chriftian politician, and you fhall finde 
him of this opinion. Our players are not as the players 
beyond fea, a fort of fquirting baudie comedians, that have 
whores and common curtizans to play womens parts, and 
forbeare no immodeft f{peech or unchaft a¢tion that may 
procure laughter; but our fceane is more ftately furnifht 
than ever it was in the time of Rofcius, our reprefentations 
honorable, and full of gallant refolution, not confifting, like 
theirs, of a pantaloun, a whore, and a zanie, but of empe- 
rours, kings, and princes, whofe true tragedies (Sophocleo 
cothurno) they doo vaunt. 

Not Rofcius nor Atfope, thofe tragedians admyred before 
Chrift was borne, could ever performe more in action than 
famous Ned Allen. I muft accufe our poets of floth and 
partialitie, that they will not boaft in large impreffions what 
worthie men (above all nations) England affoords. Other 
countreyes cannot have a fidler breake a ftring but they 
will put it in print, and the olde Romanes in the writings 
they publifhed thought fcorne to ufe any but domeftical 
examples of their owne home-bred aétors, fchollers, and 
champions, and them they would extoll to the third and 
fourth generation: coblers, tinkers, fencers, none efcapte 
them, but they mingled them all in one eallimafrey of 
clory. 
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Here I have ufed a like methode, not of tying my felfe 
to mine owne countrey, but by infifting in the experience 
of our time; and, if I ever write any thing in Latine, (as I 
hope one day I fhall) not a man of any defert here amoneft 
us, but I will have up: Tarlton, Ned Allen, Knell, Bentlie, 
fhall be made knowen to Fraunce, Spaine, and Italie; and 
not a part that they furmounted in more than other, but I 
will there note and fet downe, with the manner of their 
habites and attyre. 

The childe of Sloth is Lecherie, which I have plac’t laft in 
my order of handling; a finne that is able to make a man 
wicked that fhould defcribe it; for it hath more {tarting 
holes than a five hath holes, more clyents than Weftminfter- 
hall, more difeafes than Newgate. Call a leete at Byfhops- 
gate, and examine how every fecond houfe in Sorditch is 
maintayned: make a privie fearch in Southwarke, and tell 
mee how many fhee-inmates you finde: nay, goe where 
you will in the fuburbes, and bring me two virgins that 
have vowd chaftity, and Ile builde a nunnery. 

Weftminfter, Weftminfter ! much maydenhead haft thou 
to anfwere for at the day of judgement. Thou hadft a 
Sanctuary in thee once, but haft few faints left in thee now. 
Surgeons and appothecaries, you know what I f{peake is true; 
for you live (like Sumners) upon the finnes of the people : 
tell me, is there any place fo lewde as this Ladie London? 
Not a wench fooner creepes out of the fhell, but the is of 
the religion. Some wives will fowe mandrake in their 
gardens, and croffe-neighbourhoode with them is counted 
' goodfellowfhip. 

The Court I dare not touch, but furely there (as in the 
heavens) bee many falling ftarres, and but one true Diana. 
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Confuetudo peccandi tollit fenfum peccatt. Cuftome is a lawe, 
and luft holdes it for a lawe to live without lawe. Lais, 
that had fo many poets to her lovers, could not allwayes 
preferve her beauty with their prayfes. Marble will weare 
away with much raine, gold will ruft with moyft keeping, 
and the richeft garments are fubject to time’s moath-frets: 
Clitemneftra, that flewe her husband to enjoye the adulterer 
fégiftus, and bathde herfelfe in milke every day to make 
her young agayne, had a time when fhee was afhamed to 
viewe herfelfe in a looking glaffe, and her body withered, 
her minde being greene. The people poynted at her for a 
murtherer, young children howted at her as a ftrumpet. 
Shame, mifery, fickneffe, beggery, is the beft ende of un- 
cleanneffe. 

Lais, Cleopatra, Helen, if our clyme hath any fuch, noble 
Lord Warden of the wenches and anglers, I commend 
them with the reft of our uncleane fifters in Shorditch, the 
Spittle, Southwarke, Weftminfter, and Turnbull Streete, to 
the protection of your porterfhip ; hoping you will fpeedily 
carry them to hell, there to keepe open houfe for all yonge 
divels that come, and not let our ayre be contaminated 
with their fixpenie damnation any longer, 

Your divelfhips 
bounden execrator, 
PIERCE PENILESSE. 


A Supplication caldft thou this? (quoth the knight of 
the poft) it is the maddeft Supplication that ever I fawe title 
thinkes thou haft handled all the feven deadly finnes in it, 
and fpared none that exceedes his limites in any of them. 
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It is wel doone to practife thy witte, but (I beleeve) our 
lord will cun thee little thanke for it. 

The worfe for me (quoth I), if my deftinie be fuch to 
lofe my labour every where; but I meane to take my 
chance, be it good or bad. Wel, haft thou any more that 
thou wouldeft have me to doo? (quoth he). Onely one 
fute, (quoth I) which is this ; that, fith opportunitie fo con- 
veniently ferves, you would acquaint me with the ftate of 
your infernal regiment, and what that hel is, where your 
lord holdes his throne; whether a world like this, which 
{pirites like outlawes doo enhabit, who, being banifht from 
heaven, as they are from their countrie, envie that any fhall 
be more happy than they, and therefore feeke all meanes 
poffible, that wit or arte may invent, to make other men as 
wretched as themfelves ? or whether it be a place of horror, 
ftench, and darkneffe, where men fee meat, but can get 
none, or are ever thirftie, and ready to {welt for drinke, yet 
have not the power to taft the coole ftreames that runne 
hard at their feete? where (permutata vicifitudine) one 
ghoft torments an other by turnes, and hee that al his life 
time was a great fornicator, hath all the difeafes of luft 
continually hanging upon him, and is conftrayned (the 
more to augment his mifery) to have congreffe every houre 
with hagges and olde witches; and he that was a great 
drunkard heere on earth, hath his penance affignde him, to 
caroufe himfelfe drunke with difhwafh and vinegar, and 
furfet foure times a day with fower ale and fmall beere? 
As fo of the reft, as the ufurer to fwallow moulten gold, 
the glutton to eate nothing but toades, and the murtherer 
to be ftil ftabd with daggers, but never die ? or whether 
(as fome phantaftical refyners of philofophie will needes 
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perfwade us) hell is nothing but error, and that none but 
fooles and idiotes and mechanicall men, that have no learn- 
ing, fhall be damned? Of thefe doubts if you will refolve 
me, I fhall thinke my felf to have profited greatly by your 
companie. 

He, hearing me fo inquifitive in matters above humane 
capacitie, entertained my greedie humor with this anfwere. 
Poets and philofophers, that take a pride in inventing new 
opinions, have fought to renoume their wits by hunting 
after ftrange conceits of heaven and hell; all generally 
agreeing that fuch places there are, but how inhabited, by 
whom governed, or what betides them that are tran{ported 
to the one or other, not two of them jumpe in one tale. We, 
that to our terror and griefe doe knowe their dotage by our 
fufferings, rejoyce to thinke how thefe fillie flyes play with 
the fire that muft burne them. 

But leaving them to the laborynth of their fond curiofitie, 
fhall I tell thee ina word what hell is ? It is a place where 
the foules of untemperate men, and ill livers of al forts, 
are detayned and imprifoned till the generall refurrection, 
kept and poffeffed chiefly by fpirites, who lye like fouldi- 
ours in garifon, readie to be fent about any fervice into 
the world, whenfoever Lucifer, their lieftenaunt generall, 
pleafeth. For the fcituation of it, in refpeét of heaven, I 
can no better compare it than to Callis and Dover; for, as 
a man ftanding upon Callis fands may fee men walking on 
Dover clyffes, fo eafily may you difcerne heaven from the 
fartheft part of hell, and behold the melodie and motions 
of the angels and fpirits there refident in fuch perfect 
manner, as if you were amongit them ; which, how it work- 
eth in the mindes and foules of them that have no power to 
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apprehend fuch felicitie, it is not for me to intimate, becaufe 
it is prejudiciall to our monarchie. 

I would bee forrie (quoth I) to importune you in any 
matter of fecrefie; yet this I defire, if it might bee done 
without offence, that you would fatisfie me, in full fort and 
according to truth, what the divell is whom VoOulMerveras 
alfo how he began, and how farre his power and authoritie 
extends ? 

Perfie, beleeve me, thou fhriveft me very neere in this 
latter demaund, which concerneth us more deeply than the 
former, and may worke us more damage than thou art 
aware of; yet, in hope thou wilt conceale what I tell thee 
I wil lay open our whole eftate plainly and fimply unto 
thee as it is: but firft I will begin with the opinions of 
former times, and fo haften forward to that mantfefle verum 
that thou feekeft. Some men there be that, building too 
much upon reafon, perfwade themfelves that there are no 
divells at all, but that this word demon is fuch another 
morall of mifchiefe, as the poets Dame Fortune is of mis- 
hap ; for as under the fiction of this blinde goddeffe we 
ayme at the folly of princes and great men in difpofing of 
honors, that oftentimes preferre fooles and difgrace wife 
men, and alter their favors in turning of an eye, as Fortune 
turns her wheele, fo under the perfon of this olde Gnathoni- 
call companion, called the Divell, we fhrowd all fubtiltie, 
mafking under the name of fimplicitie all painted holines 
devouring widowes houfes, all gray-headed foxes clad in 
fheepes garments; fo that the Divell (as they make it) is 
onely a peftilent humour in a man of pleafure, profit, or 
policie, that violently carries him away to vanitie, villanie, 
or monftrous hypocrifie. Under vanitie I comprehend not 

K 


A o* Pe i pik! babe P Al Hey, sr SN ‘ r 
ene gts Celyns pais nee ATS 
na | i 


74 Prerce Pentlesse. 


onely all vaine arts and ftudies whatfoever, but alfo difhon- 
orable prodigality, untemperate venerie, and that hatefull 
finne of felf-love, which is fo common among us: under 
villany I comprehend murder, treafon, theft, coufnage, cut- 
throat covetife, and fuch like: laftly, under hypocrifie, all 
Machiavilifme, puritanifme, and outward gloafing with a 
mans enemie, and protefting friendfhip to him I hate and 
meane to harnte, all under-hand cloaking of bad aétions 
with common-wealth pretences ; and, finally, all Italionate 
conveyances, as to kill a man and then mourne for him, 
guafi vero it was not by my confent; to be a flave to him 
that hath injur’d me, and kiffe his feete for opportunitie of 
revenge; to be fevere in punifhing offenders, that none 
might have the benefite of fuch meanes but myfelfe ; to ufe 
men for my purpofe and then caft them off; to feeke his 
deftruction that knowes my fecrets; and fuch as I have 
imployed in any murther or ftratagem, to fet them privilie 
together by the eares to ftab each other mutually, for feare 
of bewraying me; or, if that faile, to hire them to humor 
one another in fuch courfes as may bring them both to the 
gallowes. Thefe, and a thoufand more fuch fleights, hath 
hypocrifie learned by travailing ftrange countries. I will 
not fay fhe puts them in practife here in England, although 
there be as many falfe brethren and crafty knaves here 
among{t us as in any place: witnes the poore miller of 
Cambridge, that, having no roome for his hen-loft but the 
teftor of his bed, and it was not poffible for any hungrie 
poultrers to come there but they muft ftand upon the one 
fide of it,and fo not fteale them but with great hazard, had 
in one night notwithftanding (when hee and his wife were 
a fnorting) all the whole progenie of their pulterie taken 
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away, and neyther of them heard any fturring : it isan odde 
tricke, but what of that, we muft not {tand upon it, for wee 
have graver matters in hand than the {tealing of hennes. 
Hypocrifie, I remember, was our text, which was one of 
the chiefe morall divels, our late doctours affirme to bee 
moft bufie in thefe dayes; and bufie it is, in truth, more 
than any bee that I knowe: now you talke of a bee, Ile 
tell you a tale of a battle-dore. 

The beare on a time, beeing chiefe burgomafter of all 
the beaftes under the lyon, gan thinke with himfelfe how 
hee might furfet in pleafure, or beft husband his authoritie 
to enlardge his delight and contentment. With that hee 
beganne to prye and to fmell through every corner of 
the forreft for praye, to have a thoufand imaginations with 
himfelfe with daintie morfell he was matter of, and yet had 
not tafted. Whole heards of fheepe had hee devoured, 
and was not fatiffied ; fat oxen, heyfers, fwine, calves, and 
young kiddes were his ordinarie vyands: he longed for 
horfe-fleth, and went prefently to a medowe, where a fat 
cammel was grazing, whom, fearing to encounter with force, 
becaufe he was a huge beaft and well fhod, he thought to 
betray under the colour of demaunding homage, hoping 
that, as he fhould ftoop to doo him truage, he might feaze 
upon his throate, and ftifle him before he fhould be able to 
recover himfelfe from his falfe embrace. But therin hee 
was deceived, for, comming unto this {tately beaft with this 
imperious meffage, in ftead of doing homage unto him, he 
lifted up one of his hindmoft heeles, and ftroake him fuch 
a blowe on the forhead that hee overthrew him. Thereat 
not a little moov’d, and enrag’d that he fhould be fo dis- 
honored by his inferiour, as he thought, he confulted with 
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the ape how he might be revenged. The ape, abhorring 
him by nature becaufe he over-lookt him fo lordly, and was 
by fo many degrees greater than he was, advifed him to 
digge a pit with his pawes right in the way where this big 
boand gentleman fhould paffe, that fo ftumbling and falling 
in, he might lightly fkip on his backe, and bridle him, and 
then hee come and feaze on him at his pleafure. No sooner 
was this perfwaded than performed ; for envie, that is never 
idle, could not fleep in his wrath, or over-flip the leaft op- 
portunitie, till he had feene the confufion of his enemie. 
Alas! goodly creature, that thou mighteft no longer live! 
What availeth thy gentlenes, thy proweffe, or the plentifull 
pafture wherein thou wert fed, fince malice triumphs over 
al thou commaundeft? Well may the mule rife up in 
armes, and the affe bray at the authors of thy death, yet 
{hall their furie be fatall to themfelves, before it take holde 
on thefe traitours. What needeth more wordes? the de- 
vourer feedes on his captive, and is gorged with blood. 
But, as avarice and crueltie are evermore thirftie, fo far’d it 
with this hungrie ufurper; for, having flefht his ambition 
with this treacherous conqueft, he paft along through a 
grove, where a heard of deare were a ranging; whom, 
when he had ftedfaftly furveyed from the fatteft to the 
leaneft, hee fingled out one of the faireft of the companie, 
with whom he meant to clofe up his ftomacke in ftead of 
cheefe ; but becaufe the wood-men were ever ftirring there- 
about, and it was not poffible for one of his coate to com- 
mit fuch outrage undefcried, and that, if he were efpied, his 
life were in perill, though not with the lyon, whofe eyes he 
could blinde as he lift, yet with the leffer fort of the brutith 
comminaltie, whom no flattry might pacifie. Therefore, he 
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determined flylie and privilie to poifon the ftreame where 
this jolly forefter wonted to drink ; and as he determined 
fo he did: whereby it fell out that, when the funne was as- 
cended to its height, and all the nimble citizens of the wood 
betooke them to their laire, this youthfull lord of the lawnds, 
all faint and malcontent, (as prophecying his neere ap- 
proaching mifhap by his languifhing) with a lazie, wallow- 
ing pace, ftrayed afide from the reft of his fellowfhip, and 
betooke him all careleffly to the corrupted fountaine that 
was prepared for his funerall. Ah, woe is me! this poyfon 
is pitiles. What need I fay more, fince you know it is 
death with whom it encounters? And yet cannot all this 
expence of life fet a period to infatiable murther; but 
{till it hath fome anvile to worke upon, and over-cafts all 
oppofite profperitie that may any way fhadow his elorie. 
Too long it were to rehearfe all the practifes of this favadge 
blood-hunter; how he affailed the unicorne as he flept in 
his den, and tore the hart out of his breaft ere he could 
awake ; how he made the leffer beafts lie in wait one for 
the other, and the crocodyle to coape with the bafilifke, that 
when they had enterchaungeably weakned each other, hee 
might come and infult over them both as he lift. But thefe 
were leffer matters, which daily ufe had worne out of mens 
mouthes, and he himfelf had fo cuftomably pra¢tifed, that 
often exercife had quite abrogated the opinion of finne, 
and impudencie throughly confirmd an undaunted defi- 
ance of vertue in his face. Yet newfangled luft, that in 
time is wearie of welfare, and will bee as foone cloyed 
with too much eafe and delicacie, as povertie with labour 
and fcarcitie, at length brought him out of love with this 
ereedie, beftiall humour; and now he affected a milder 
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varietie in his diet: he had bethought him what a pleafant 
thing it was to eate nothing but honnie another while, and 
what great {tore of it there was in that countrey. 

Now did he caft in his head, that if hee might bring the 
husbandmen of the foyle in opinion that they might buy 
honey cheaper than being at fuch charges in keeping of 
bees, or that those bees which they kept were moft of them 
drones, and what fhould fuch idle drones doe with fuch 
{tately hyves, or lye fucking at fuch precious honnicombes ; 
that if they were took away from them and diftributed 
equally abroad, they would releeve a great many of pain- 
full labourers that had need of them, and would continu- 
ally live ferviceable at their commaund, if they might enjoy 
fuch a benefite: nay more, let them give wafpes but onely 
the wax, and difpofe of the honnie as they thinke good, 
and they fhall humme and buzze a thoufand times lowder 
than they, and have the hive fuller at the yeres end (with 
yong ones I meane) than the bees are wont in ten yeere. 

To broach this device the foxe was addreft like a fhep- 
heards dogge, and promift to have his pattent feald to bee 
the king’s poulterer for ever, if hee could bring it to paffe. 
Faith, quoth he, and Ile put it in a venter, let it hap how it 
will. With that he grew in league with an old camelion, 
that could put on all fhapes and imitate any colour, as oc- 
cafion ferved ; and him he addreft, fometime like an ape to 
make fport, and then like a crocodile to weepe, fometime 
lyke a ferpent to {fting, and by and by like a fpaniell to 
fawne ; that with thefe fundrie formes, (applyde to mens 
variable humors) he might perfwade the world he ment as 
he fpake, and only intended their good, when he thought 
nothing leffe. In this difguife thefe two deceivers went up 
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and downe, and did much harme under the habite of fim- 
plicitie, making the poore filly fwaines beleeve they were 
cunning phifitions, and well feene in all cures, that they 
could heale anye malady, though never fo daungerous, and 
reftore a man to life that had been dead two dayes, onely 
by breathing upon him. Above all things they perfwaded 
them, that the honny that their bees brought forth was 
poyfonous and corrupt, by reafon that thofe floures and 
hearbs, out of which it was gathered and exhaled, were 
fubject to the infection of every fpider and venimous can- 
ker, and not a lothfome toade (how deteftable foever) but 
repofde himfelfe under theyr fhadow, and lay fucking at 
their rootes continually: wheras in other countries, no 
noifome or poifnous creature might live, by reafon of the 
imputed goodnes of the foyle, or carefull diligence of the 
gardiners above ours ; as, for example, Scotland, Denmarke, 
and {ome more pure parts of the 17 Provinces, Thefe per: 
{wafions made the good honeft husbandmen to paufe, and 
miftruft their owne wits verie much in nourifhing fuch dan- 
gerous animals; but yet, I know not how, antiquitie and 
cuftome fo over-rulde their feare, that none would refolve 
to abandon them on the fodaine, til they faw a further in- 
convenience ; whereby my two cunning philofophers were 
driven to ftudie Galen anew, and feeke out {plenative fim- 
ples to purge their popular patients of the opinion of their 
olde traditions and cuftomes: which, how they wrought 
with the moft part that had leaft wit, it were a world to 
tell. For now nothing was canonical but what they fpake, 
no man would converfe with his wife but firft afkt their ad- 
vife, nor pare his nayles, nor cut his beard without their 
prefcription: fo fenfeles, fo wavering is the light uncon- 
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{taunt multitude, that will daunce after everie mans pype, 
and fooner prefer a blinde harper that can squeake out a 
new horne-pipe, than Alcinous or Appolloes varietie, that 
imitates the right f{traines of the Doryan melodie. I fpeak 
this to amplify the novell folly of the headlong vulgar, that 
making their eyes and eares vaffailes to the legerdemaine 
of thefe jugling mountebanks, are prefently drawne to con- 
temne art and experience, in comparifon of the ignorance 
of a number of audacious idiots. The fox can tell a faire 
tale, and covers all his knaverie under confcience, and the 
camelion can addreffe himfelfe like an angell whenfoever 
he is difpofed to worke mifchief by myracles: but yet, in 
the end, their fecret driftes are laide open, and Linceus 
eyes, that fee through {tone walles, have made a paflage into 
the clofe coverture of their hypocrifie. 

For one daye, as thefe two devifers were plotting by 
themfelves how to drive all the bees from their honny- 
combes, by putting worm-wood in their hyves, and ftrewing 
henbane and rue in every place where they refort, a flye, 
that paft by and heard all their talke, ftomaking the foxe 
of olde, for that he had murthred fo manie of his kindred 
with his flayle-driving taile, went prefently and buzd in 
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awaking his hundred eyes at thefe unexpected tidings gan 
purfue them wherefoever they went, and trace their intents 
as they proceeded into aétion, fo that ere halfe their baytes 
were caft foorth, they were apprehended and imprifoned, 
and all their whole counfaile detected. But long ere this, 
the beare, impatient of delayes, and confum’d with an in- 
ward griefe in himfelfe, that hee might not have his will of 
a fat hinde that out-ran him, he went into the woods all 
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melancholy, and there dyed for pure anger, leaving the 
foxe and the camelion to the deftinie of caer defert, and 
mercie of their judges. How they {capte I knowe not, but 
fome fay they were hangd, and fo weele leave them. 

How lik’ft thou of my tale, friend Perfie? Have I not 
defcribed a right earthly divell unto thee in the difcourfe 
of this bloodie-minded beare? or canft thou not attract the 
true image of hypocrifie under the defcription of the foxe 
and the camelion. 

Yes, very wel (quoth I); but I would gladly have you 
returne to your firft fubject, fince you have mooved doubts 
in my minde, which you have not yet difcuft. 

Of the fundrie opinions of the divell thou meaneft, and 
them that imagine him to have no exiftence ; of which fort 
are they that firft invented the proverbe, homo homint de- 
mon , meaning thereby that that power which we call the 
devill, and the miniftring fpirites belonging to his kingdome, 
are tales and fables, and meere bugge-beares to fcarre 
boyes ; and that there is no fuch effence at all, but onely it 
is a terme of large content, describing the rancour, grudge, 
and bad dealing of one man towards another : as, namely, 
when one friend talkes with another fubtilly, and feekes 
to dyve into his commoditie, that he may deprive him of 
it craftilie; when the fonne feeks the death of his father, 
that he may be infeoffed in his wealth; and the {tepdame 
goes about to make away her fonne Phila that her child- 
ren may inherit; when brothers fall at jarres for portions, 
and fhall, by open murther or privy confpiracy, attempt 
the confufion of each other, only to joyne houfe to houfe, 
and unite two livelihoods in one; when the fervant thal 
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rob his mafter, and men put in truft ftart away from their 
oathes and vowes, they care not how. 

In fuch cafes, and many more, may one man be fayd to 
bee a devill to another, and this is the fecond opinion. The 
third is that of Plato, who not only affrmeth that there are 
divels, but devided them into three forts, every one a de- 
cree of dignity above the other: the firft are thofe, whofe 
bodies are copact of the pureft ayerie element, combined 
with fuch tranfparant threeds, that neither they doo par- 
take fo much fier as fhould make them vifible to fight, or 
have any fuch affinitie with the earth, as they are able to 
be preft or toucht ; and thefe he fetteth in the higheft in- 
comprehenfible degree of heaven. The fecond he maketh 
thefe, whom Apuleius dooth call reafonable creatures, pas- 
five in mind and eternall in time, being thofe apoftata 
fpirits that rebelled with Belzebub ; whofe bodies, before 
their fall, were bright and pure, all like to the former, but, 
after their tranfgreffion, they were obfcured with a thicke, 
fiery matter, and ever after affigned to darknes, The third 
he attributes to thofe men that, by fome divine knowledge 
or under{tanding feeming to afpyre above mortalitie, are 
called demona, (that is) gods; for this word demon con- 
tayneth eyther, and Homer in every place dooth ufe it both 
for that omnipotent power that was before al things, and 
the evill fpirit that leadeth men to error: fo doth Syri- 
anus teftifie that Plato was called demon, becaufe he dis- 
puted of deepe common-wealth matters, greatly available 
to the benefite of his countrey; and Ariftotle, becaufe he 
wrote at large of al things fubje€t to moving and fence. 

Then belike (quoth I) you make this word demon a ca- 
pable name of gods, of men, and of divells, which is farre 
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diftant from the fcope of my demand, for I doo only in- 
quire of the divel, as this common appellation of the divel 
fignifieth a malignant {pirit, enemie to mankinde, and a 
hater of God and all goodnes. Thofe are the fecond kinde, 
{aid he, ufually termed detracters, or accufers, that are in 
knowledge infinite, infomuch as, by the quickneffe of their 
wits and agreeable mixtures of the elements, they fo com- 
prehend thofe feminarie vertues to men unknown, that thofe 
things which, in courfe of time or by growing degrees, 
Nature of it felfe can effect, they, by their art and {kil in 
haftning the works of Nature, can contrive and compaffe 
in a moment: as the magitians of Pharao, who, whereas 
Nature, not without fome interpofition of time and ordi- 
narie caufes of conception, brings forth frogs, ferpents, or 
any living thing els, they, without all fuch diftance of {pace, 
or circumfcription of feafon, even in a thought, affoone 
as their king commanded, covered the land of Egipt with 
this monftrous encreafe. Of the original of us fpirites the 
Scripture moft amply maketh mention; namely, that Luci- 
fer, (before his fall) an arch-angel, was a cleere bodie, com- 
pact of the pureft and brighteft of the ayre, but after his 
fall hee was vayled with a groffer fubftance, and tooke a 
new forme of darke and thicke ayre, which he ftill reteyneth. 
Neither did he only fall when hee ftrove with Michael, but 
drewe a number of angels to his faction, who, joynt par- 
takers of his proud revolt, were likewife partakers of his 
punifhment, and all thruft out of heaven together by one 
judgement ; who ever fince doo nothing but wander about 
the earth, and tempt and enforce frayle men to enterprife 
all wickednes that may bee, and commit moft horrible and 
abominable things againft God. 
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Mervaile not that I difcover fo much of our eftate unto 
thee, for the Scripture hath more than I mention; as S. 
Peter, where he faith that God /pared not his angels that 


finned; and in an other place, wher he faith that they are 


bound with the chains of darknes, and throwne headlong ito 
hell: which is not meant of any locall place in the earth, 
or under the waters; for, as Auftin affirmeth, we doe in- 
habite the region under the moone, and have the thick aire 
affigned us as a prifon, from whence we may with fmall 
labour caft our nets where wee lift: yet are we not fo at 
our difpofition, but that we are {till commanded by Lucifer, 
(although we are in number infinite) who, retaining that 
pride wherewith he arrogantly affected the majeftie of God, 
hath ftill his miniftring angels about him, whom he em- 
ployes in feverall charges, to feduce and deceive as him 
feemeth beft: as thofe fpirites which the Latins call Fouzos 
and Antemeridianos, to fpeake out of oracles, and make the 
people worfhip them as gods, when they are nothing but 
deluding divels, that covet to have a falfe deitie afcribed 
unto them, and draw men unto their love by wonders and 
prodegies, that els wold hate them deadly, if they knewe 
their malevolence and envy. Such a monarchizing fpirite 
it was that fayd unto Chrift, [f thou wilt fall down and 
worfhip me, L will give i all the kingdomes of the earth ; 
and fuch a fpirit it was that poffeft the Lzbzan Sapho, and 
the Emperour Dioclefian, who thought it the bleffedft thing 
that might be to be called God. For the one being weary 
of humane honor, and infpired with a fupernaturall folly, 
taught little birds, that were capable of fpeech, to pro- 
nounce diftinctly Magnus Deus ee ‘ that is to fay, A 
great god is Sapho: which words, when they had learned 
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readily to carroll, and were perfect in their note, he let them 
flie at randome, that fo difperfing themfelves every where, 
they might induce the people to account of him as a god. 
The other was fo arrogant, that he made his fubjects fal 
proftrate on their faces, and, lifting up their handes to him 
as to heaven, adore him as omnipotent. 

The fecond kind of divels, which he moft imployeth, are 
thofe northerne Marczz, called the {pirites of revenge, and 
the authors of maffacres, and feedsmen of mifchiefe ; for 
they have commiffon to incenfe men to rapines, facriledge, 
theft, murther, wrath, furie, and all manner of cruelties ueamal 
they command certaine of the fouthern fpirits (as flaves) to 
wayt upon them, as alfo great Arioch, that is tearmed the 
{pirite of revenge. 

Thefe know how to diffociate the love of brethren, and 
to break wedlock bands with fuch violence, that they may 
not be united, and are predominant in many other domefti- 
call mutinies ; of whom, if you lift to heare more, read the 
39 of Ecclefiafticus. The prophet Efay maketh mention of 
another fpirit, fent by God to the Egyptians to make them 
{tray and wander out of the way, that is to fay, the fpirite 
of lying, which they call Bolychym. The fpirits that entice 
men to gluttonie ‘and luft are certaine watry fpirits of the 
weft, and certaine fouthern fpirits, as Nefiach and Kelen, 
which for the moft part profecute unlawfull loves, and 
cherifh all unnatural defires: they wander through lakes, 
fifh-ponds, and fennes, and overwhelme fhips, caft boates 
upon ankers, and drowne men that are fwimming : there- 
fore are they counted the moft peftilent, troublefome, and 
guilefull fpirits that are; for by the helpe of Alynach, a 
{pirit of the weft, they will raife ftormes, caufe earthquakes, 
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whirlwindes, rayne, haile or {now in the cleereft day that is; 
and if ever they appeare to anie man, they come in womens 
apparell. The fpirits of the aire will mixe themfelves with 
thunder and lightening, and fo infect the clyme where they 
raife any tempeft, that fodainly great mortalitie fhal enfue 
to the inhabitants from the infe€tious vapors which arife 
from their motions: of fuch S. John maketh mention in 
the ninth of the Apocalips; their patrone is Mereris, who 
beareth chief rule about the middle time of the day. 

The fpirits of the fire have their manfions under the re- 
gions of the moone, that whatfoever is committed to their 
charge they may there execute, as in their proper confifto- 
rie, from whence they cannot ftart. The fpirits of the earth 
keepe, for the moft part, in forrefts and woods, and doo 
hunters much noyance ; and fometime in the broad fields, 
where they leade travellers out of the right way, or fright 
men with deformed apparitions, or make them run mad 
through exceffive melancholy, like Ajax Telamonius, and 
fo prove hurtfull to themfelves, and dangerous to others: 
of this number the chiefe are Samaab and Achymael, fpi- 
rits of the eaft, that have no power to doo any great harme, 
by reafon of the unconftancie of their affections. The un- 
der-earth fpirits are fuch as lurk in dens and little cavernes 
of the earth, and hollow crevifes of mountaines, that they 
may dyve into the bowels of the earth at their pleafure: 
thefe dig metals and watch treafures, which they continu- 
ally tranfport from place to place, that none fhould have 
ufe of them: they raife windes that vomit flames, and 
fhake the foundation of buildings; they daunce in rounds 
in pleafant launds, and greene meddowes, with noyfes of 
mufick and minftralfie, and vanith away when any comes 
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neere them : they will take upon them any fimilitude but 
of a woman, and terrifie men in the likenefs of dead mens 
ghofts in the night time ; and of this qualitie and condition 
the necromancers hold Gaziel, Fegor, and Anarazel, fouth- 
erne fpirits, to be. Befides, there are yet remaining cer- 
taine lying fpirits, who (although all bee given to lie by 
nature) yet are they more prone to that vice than the Teit 
being named Pythonifts, of whom Apollo comes to be 
called Pythzeus: they have a prince afwel as other fpirits, 
of whom mention is made in the 3 book of Kings, when he 
faith he will be a lying fpirit in the mouth of all Ahabs 
prophets: from which thofe fpirites of iniquitie doo little 
differ, which are called the veffels of wrath, that affift 
Belial (whom they interpret a {pirite without yoake or con- 
trouler) in all damnable devifes and inventions. Plato re- 
ports them to bee fuch as firft devifed cardes and dice ; and 
I am in the mind that the monke was of the fame order 
that found out the ufe of gunpouder, and the engines of 
warre therto belonging. Thofe that write of thefe matters 
call this Beliall Chodar of the eaft, that hath all witches 
and conjurers fpirits under his jurisdiétion, and gives them 
leave to helpe juglers in their tricks, and Simon Magus to 
doo miracles ; allwaies provided they bring a foule home 
to their mafter for his hyre. 

Yet are not thefe all, for there are fpirits called {pies and 
tale-carriers, obedient to Ascaroth, whom the Greekes cal] 
Daimona, and S. John, ée accufer of the brethren: alfo 
tempters, who for their interrupting us in al our good ac- 
tions are cald our evill angels. Above all things they hate 
the light, and rejoyce in darkenes, disquieting men malici- 
oufly in the night, and fometimes hurt them by pinching 
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them, or blafting them as they fleepe; but they are not fo 
much to be dreaded as other fpirites, becaufe if a man 
fpeake to them they flee away, and will not abide. Such 
a fpirit Plinius Secundus telleth of, that ufed to haunt a 
goodly houfe in Athens that Athenodorus hired: and fuch 
another Suetonius describeth to have long hovered in La- 
mianus garden, where Caligula lay buried ; who, for becaufe 
he was onely covered with a fewe clods, and unreverently 
throwne amongit the weedes, hee merveiloufly difturbed 
the owners of the garden, and would not let them reft in 
their beds, till by his fifters, returned from banifhment, 
he was taken up, and entoombed folemnly. Paufanias 
avoucheth (amongft other experiments) that a certaine fpirit 
called Zazilus doth feed upon dead mens corfes, that are 
not deeply enterred in the earth as they ought: which to 
confirme, there isa wonderfull accident fet downe in the Da- 
nifh hiftorie of Afuitus and Afmundus, who, being too famous 
friends (well knowen in thofe parts) vowd one to another, 
that which of them two outlived the other fhuld be buried 
alive with his frend that firft died. In fhort fpace Afuitus 
fell ficke and yeelded to nature: Afmundus, compelled by 
the oathe of his friendfhip, tooke none but his horfe and 
his dog with him, and tranfported the dead bodie into a 
vaft cave under the earth, and there determined (having 
victualed himfelfe for a long time) to finifh his dayes in 
darknes, and never depart from him that he loved fo dearely. 
Thus fhut up, and enclofed in the bowels of the earth, it 
hapnd Eritus, King of Sweveland, to paffe that way with 
his armie, not full two moneths after; who, coming to the 
toombe of Afuitus, and fufpecting it a place where treafure 
was hidden, caufed his pioners with their fpades and mat- 
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tockes to digge it up: whereupon was difcovered the loath- 
fome body of Afmundus, al to befmeared with dead mens 
filth, and his vifage moft ugly and ffearfull, which, imbrued 
with congealed bloud, and eaten and torne like a rawe ulcer, 
made him fo gaftly to behold, that all the lookers on were 
afrighted. Hee, feeing himfelfe reftored to light, and fo 
many amazed men ftand about him, refolved their uncer- 
taine perplexitie in thefe tearmes. “ Why ftand you afton- 
ifht at my unufual deformities, when no living man con- 
verfeth with the dead but is thus disfigured? But other 
caufes have effected this alteration in me forsl know not 
what audacious fpirit, fent by Gorgon from the deep. hath 
not only moft ravenoufly devoured my horfe and my dog, 
but alfo hath layd his hungry pawes upon me, and, tearing 
downe my cheekes, as you fee, hath likewife rent away one 
of mine eares. Hence it is that my mangled fhape feemes 
fo monftrous, and my humane image obfcured with gore in 
this wife. Yet f{caped not this fell harpie from mee unre- 
vengd: for, as he affayld me, I raught his head from his 
fhoulders, and fheathd my fword in his body.” 

Have fpirites their vifible bodies, faid I, that may be toucht, 
wounded, or pierft ? Beleeve me, I never heard that in my life 
before this. Why, quoth he, although in their proper effence 
they are creatures incorporal, yet can they take upon them 
the induments of any living body whatfoever, and trans- 
forme themfelves into all kinde of fhapes, whereby they may 
more eafily deceive our fhallow wits and fenfes. So tefti- 
fies Bafilius, that they can put on a materiall forme when 
they lift. Socrates affirmeth that his demon did often- 
times talke with him, and that he faw him and felt him 
many times. But. Marcus Cheronefius (a wonderfull dis- 
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| coverer of divels) writeth, that thofe bodies which they 
affume are diftinguifht by no difference of sex, becaufe they 
are fimple, and the difcernance of fex belongs to bodies 
compound: yet are they flexible, motive, and apt for any 
configuration, but not al of ‘nen alike ; ar the fpirits of 
the fire and aire have this power eee the renege ne 
{pirits of the water have flow bodies refembling birds and 
women, of which kinde the Naiades and Nereides are much 
celebrated amongft poets. Nevertheles, however they are 
reftrayned to their feverall fimilitudes, it is certaine that all 
of them defire no forme or figure fo much as the likeneffe 
of a man, and doo thinke themfelves in heaven when they 
are infeoft in that hue. Wherfore I know no other reafon 
but this, that man is the neereft reprefentation to God, in fo 
much as the fcripture faith, “ He made maneaicer mis own 
likeneffe and image;’ and they affecting, by reafon of their 
pride, to be as like God as they may, contend moft ferioufly 
to fhroud themfelves under that habit. 

But, I pray, tell mee this, whether are there (as Porphirius 
holdeth) good fpirits afwell as evill ? Nay, certainly, (quoth 
he) we are al evill, let Phorphirius, Proclus, Apuleius, or 

the Platonifts difpute to the contrary as long as they will ; 

which I will confirme to thy capacity by the names that 
are every where given us in the Scripture; for the devill, 
which is the /ummum genus to us all, is called diabolus quap 
deorfum ruens, that is to fay, falling downward, as he that 
afpyring too high was thrown from the top of felicitie to 
the loweft pit of defpayre ; and Sathan, that is to fay, an 
adverfary, who, for the corruption of his malice, oppofeth 
himfelfe ever againft God, who is the chiefeft good. In 
Job Behemoth and Leviathan, and in the 9 of the Apoca- 


wed aa ae (ui 7S" Le aT lds gee 


Pierce P. entulesse, Ol 


lips, Apolyon, that is to fay,a fubverter ; becaufe the foun- 
dation of thofe vertues, which our high Maker hath planted 
in our foules, hee undermineth and fubverteth. A ferpent 
for his poyfoning, a lyon for his devouring ; a furnace, for 
that by his malice the ele& are tryed, who are veffels of 
wrath and salvation. In Efay a fyren, a lamia, a {crich- 
oule, an eftridge: in the Psalmes, an adder, a bafilifke, a 
dragon ; and laftlie, in the Gofpel, Mammon, prince of this 
world, and the governour of darknes. So that, by the 
whole courfe of condemning names that are gyven us, and 
no one inftance of any favorable tytle beftowed upon us, 
I pofitively fet downe that all {pirits are evill. Now, where- 
as the divines attribute unto us thefe good and evill f{pirits, 
the good to guide us from evil, and the evill to draw us 
from goodneffe, they are not called {pirits, but angells; of 
which fort was Raphaell, the good angel of Tobias, who 
exilde the evill fpirite Afmodius into the defart of Egypt, 
that hee might bee the more fecure from his temptation. 
Since we have entred thus far into the devills common- 
wealth, I befeech you certefie me thus much, whether have 
they power to hurt granted them from God or from them- 
felves ? can they hurt as much as they wil? Not fo, quoth 
hee, for although that divells be moft mightie {pirits, yet 
can they not hurt but permiffivelie, or by fome {pecial dis- 
penfation: as when a man is falne into the ftate of an out- 
law, the lawe difpenfeth with them that kj] him, and the 
prince excludes him from the protection of a fubjeét; fo, 
when a man is a relaps from God and his lawes, God with- 
drawes his providence from watching over him, and author- 
izeth the devil, as his inftrument, to affault him and torment 
him ; fo that whatfoever he dooth, is “imitata potefiate, as 
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one faith, infomuche as a haire cannot fall from our heads, 
without the will of our heavenlie father. The divell could 
not deceive Achabs prophets till he was licenfed by God, 
nor exercife his tyrannie over Job, til he had given him 
commiffion, nor enter into the heard of fwine, til Chrift bad 
them goe. Therefore, need you not feare the divel any 
whit, as long as you are in the favour of God, who raineth 
him fo ftraight, that except he let him loofe he can doo 
nothing. This manlike proportion, which I now retaine, is 
but a thinge of fuffrance, granted unto me to plague fuch 
men as hunt after ftrife, and are delighted with variance. 
It may bee fo, very well; but whether have you that 
{kill to foretell thinges to come, that is afcribed unto you ? 
We have (quoth he) fometimes; not that we are privie to 
the eternall counfell of God, but for that by fenfe of our 
ayrie bodies we have a more refined faculty for forefeeing, 
than men poffibly can have that are chained to fuch heavie 
earthlie moulder ; or else for that by the incomparable per- 
nicitie of thofe ayrie bodies, we not onely out-ftrip the 
fwiftnes of men, beafts, and birds, whereby we may be able 
to attain to the knowledge of things fooner, than thofe that 
by the dulnes of their earthly fenfe come a great waie behind 
us. Herunto may we adjoine our long experience in the 
courfe of things from the beginning of the world, which 
men want, and, therfore, cannot have that deepe conjeCcture 
that we have. Nor is our knowledge any more than con- 
jecture, for prefcience only belongeth to God; and that 
geffe that we have proceedeth from the compared difpofi- 
tion of heavenly and erthlie bodies, by whofe long obferved 
temperature we doo divine manie times as it happens; and 


Perce Penilesse. 93 


therefore doo we take upon us to prophecy, that we may 
purchafe eftimation to our names, and bringe men in ad- 
miration with that we do, and fo be counted for gods. The 
myracles wee work are partly contrived by illufion, and 
partly affifted by that fupernatural fkill we have in the 
experience of nature above all other creatures—But againft 
thefe illufions of your fubtletie and vain terrors you infli&, 
what is our cheefe refuge ?—I fhall be accounted a foolifh 
divel anon, if I bewray the fecrets of our kingdome as I 
have begun ; yet fpeake I no more than learned clarks have 
written, and afmuch as they have fet downe will I thew 
thee. 

Origin, in his Treatife againft Celfus, faith there is no- 
thing better for him that is vexed with fpirits, then the 
naming of Jefu, the true God; for he avoucheth he hath 
feen divers driven out of mens bodies by that means. 
Athanafius, in his booke De varits queftiontbus, faith, the 
prefenteft remedie againfte the invafion of evill fpirits is the 
beginning of the 67 Pfalme, Exurgat Deus, et diffipentur 
iimict jus. Cyprian counfels men to abjure fpirits onely 
by the name of the true God. Some hold that fire is a 
prefervative for this purpofe, becaufe when any fpirit ap- 
peareth, the lights by little and little goe out, as it were of 
their owne accord, and the tapers are by degrees extin- 
guifht. Others by invocating upon God, by the name 
of Vehiculum ignis fupertorts, and often rehearfing the 
articles of our faith. <A third fort are perfwaded that the 
brandifhing of fwords is good for this purpofe, becaufe 
Homer faineth, that Uliffes, facrificing to his mother, 
wafted his fworde in the aire to chafe the fpirits from the 
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bloude of the facrifice: and Sybylla, conducting AZneas to 
hell, begins hir charmes in this fort. 


Procul, O procul, efle prophant : 


Lu que ju vande viam, vaginaque eripe ferrum. 


Philoftratus reporteth, that he and his companions meeting 
that divel which artifts entitle Apolonius, as they came one 
night from banquetting, with fuch termes as he is curft in 
holy writ, they made him run awaie howling. Manie in 
this cafe extoll perfume of Calamentum peonta, menta palma 
Chrifit, and Appius. A number prefer the carying of red 
corrall about them, or of Arthemifia hypericon, ruta ver- 
dena; and to this effect manie doo ufe the jyngling of 
keyes, the found of the harp, and the clafhing of armor. 
Some, of old time, put great fuperftition in characters curi- 
oufly engraved in theyr Pentagonon; but they are all vaine, 
and will doo no good, if they be otherwife ufed than as 
fignes of covenant betweene the divell and them. Nor 
doo I affirme all the reft to be unfallible prefcriptions, 
though fometime they have their ufe; but that the onely 
affured waie to refift their attempts is prayer and faith, 
gainft which all the divells in hell cannot prevaile. 

Inough, gentle fpirit! I will importune thee no further, 
but commit this Supplication to thy care; which, if thou 
deliver accordinglie, thou fhalt at thy returne have mor of 
my cuftome, for by that time I wil have finithed certain 
letters to divers orators and poets, difperced in your domi- 
nions.—That as occafion {hall ferve; but now I muft take 
leave of you, for it is terme time, and I havé fome bufines. 
A gentleman (a frend of mine, that I never faw before) 
{taies for me, and is like to be undone if I come not in to 
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beare witnes on his fide. Wherefore Bafilez manus, till our 
next meeting. 

Gentle reader, tandem aliquando I am at leafure to talke 
to thee. I dare fay thou haft called me a hundred times 
dolt for this fenfeles difcourfe. It is no matter; thou doft 
but as I have done by a number in my dayes, for who can 
abide a fcurvie pedling poet to pluck a man by the fleeve 
at everie third {tep in Paules Churchyard, and when hee 
comes in to fervey his wares, theres nothing but purgations 
and vomits wrapt up in waft paper. It were verie good 
the dog-whipper in Paules would have a care of this in his 
unfaverie vifitation everie Saterday, for it is dangerous for 
fuch of the Queenes liedge people as fhall take a viewe of 
them fafting. 

Looke to it, you bookefellers and {tationers, and let not 
your fhops be infected with any fuch gcofe gyblets, or 
ftinking garbadge as the jygs of newfmongers ; and efpeci- 
ally fuch of you as frequent Weftminfter Hall, let them be 
circumf{pect what dunghill papers they bring thither; for 
one bad phamphlet is inough to raife a dampe that may 
poyfon a whole terme, or at the leaft a number of poore 
clyents, that have no money to prevent il aire by breaking 
their fafts ere they come thether. Not a bafe inck-drop- 
per, or fcurvie plodder at NMoverint, but nailes his affes 
eares on every poaft, and comes off with long clrcumguague 
to the gentle man readers; yea, the moft excrementary 
difhlickers of lerning are grown fo valiant in impudence, 
that now they fet up their faces (like Turks) of gray paper, 
to be {pet at for filver games in Finsburie Fields. 

Whilit I am thus talking, me thinkes I heare one fay, 
what a fop is this! he entitles his booke A Supplication to 
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the Divell, and doth nothing but raile on ideots, and tells 
a ftorie of the nature of fpirits. Have patience, good fir, 
and weele come to you by and by. Is it my title you finde 
fault with ? Why, have you not feene a towne furnamed by 
the principall houfe in the towne, or a noble man derive 
his baronie from a little village where he hath leaft land? 
So fareth it by me in chriftening of my booke. But fome 
will object, Wheretovo tends this difcoverie of divels, or how 
is it induced ? Forfooth, if thou wilt needs know my refon, 
this it is. I bring Pierce Penileffe to queftion=witimene 
divel, as a yong novice would talke with a great traviler, 
who, carying an Eneglifhmans appetite to enquire of news, 
will be fure to make what ufe of him he may, and not leave 
any thing unafkt, that he can refolve him of. If, then, the 
divell be tedious in difcourfing, impute it to Pierce Penileffe 
that was importunate in demanding: or if I have not made 
him fo fecret or fubtill in his art, as divels are wont, let that 
of Lactantius be mine excufe, /2b. 2, cap. 16 de Origents er- 
rore, when he faith the divels have no power to lie to a juft 
man; and if they adjure them by the majefty of the high 
God, they will not onely confeffe themfelves to be divels, 
but alfo tel their names as they are. 

Deus bone! what a vaine am I fallen into! What, an 
epiftle to the readers in the end of thy Dookes syOum@upen 
thee for an arrent blocke! where learnd{t thou that wit? 
O, fir! hold your peace: a fellon never comes to his an- 
{were before the offence be committed. Wherefore, if I in 
the beginning of my book fhould have come off with a long 
apologie to excufe my felfe, it weré all one;asmii artieere, 
going to fteale a horfe, fhould devife by the waie as he went 
what to fpeake when he came at the gallowes. 
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Here is a croffe way, and I think it good here to part. 
Farewell, farewell, good Parenthefis, and- commend me 
to Ladie Vanitie, thy miftres, 

Now, Pierce Peniles, if for a parting blow thou haft ere a 
tricke in thy budget more then ordinarie, bee not daintie 
of it, for a good patron will pay for all. I, where is he ? 
Promiffis quilibet dives effe pote, but cap and thanks is all 
our courtiers payment; wherefore, I would counfell my 
frends to be more confiderate in their dedications, and not 
caft away fo many months labour uppon a clowne that 
knowes not how to ufe a f{choler: for, what reafon have I to 
beftow any of my wit upon him, that will beftow none of 
his wealth upon me? Alas! it is an eafie matter for a 
goodlie tall fellow, that fhines in his filkes, to come and out 
face a poore fimple pedant in a thred-bare cloak, and tell 
him his booke is prety, but at this time he is not provided 
for him. Marrie, about two or three dajes hence if he come 
that waie, his page fhall fay he is not within, or els he is fo 
bufie with my L. What-call-ye-him, and my L. What-call- 
ye-him, that he may not be fpoken withall. Thefe are the 
common courfes of the world, which every man privatly mur- 
murs at, but none dares openlie upbraid, bicaufe all artifts 
for the moft part are bafe minded, and like the Indians, that 
have ftore of gold and precious ftones at command, yet 
are ignorant of their value, and therfore let the Spaniards, 
the Englifhmen, and every one load their fhips with them 
without moleftation : fo they, enjoyeng and poffeffing the 
puritie of knowlege, (a treafure farre richer than the Indian 
mynes) let everie proud Thrafo be partaker of their perfec- 
tions, repaieng them no profit, and gyld himfelf with the 
titles they give him, when he wil fcarce return them a cood 

N 


ue a OE th indi IEEE eS 
98 Pierce Pentlesse. 


word for their labor. Give an ape but a nut, and he wil 
looke your head for it; or a dog a bone, and hele wag his 
tayle; but give me one of my young mafters a booke, and 
he will put of his hat and bluth, and fo goe his waie. 

Yes, now I remember me, I lye; for I knowe him that 
had thankes for three yeares worke, and a gentleman that 
beftowed much coft in refining of muficke, and had fcarfe 
fidlers wages for,his labor. We want an Aretine here 
among us, that might ftrip thefe golden affes out of their 
say trappings, and after he had ridden them to death with 
railing, leave them on the dunghil for carion. But I will 
write to his ghoft by my carrier, and [ hope hele repare his 
whip, and ufe it againft our Englifh peacokes, that paint- 
ing themfelves with church fpoiles, like mightie mens fe- 
pulchers, have nothing but atheifme, fchifme, hypocrifie, 
and vainglorie, like rotten bones lie lurking within them. 
O! how my foule abhors thefe buckram giants, that having 
an outward face of honor fet upon them by flaterers and 
parafites, have their inward thoughts ftuft with ftraw and 
fethers, if they were narrowlie fifted. 

Farre be it, bright ftarres of nobilitie, and gliftring atten- 
daunts on the true Diana, that this my fpeach fhould be 
anie way injurious to your glorious magnificence ; for in you 
live thofe fparkes of Auguftus liberalitie, that never fent 
any away emptie: and fcience feavenfold throne, welnigh 
ruined by ryot and avarice, is mightely fupported by your 
plentifull largeffe, which makes poets to fing fuch goodlie 
himnes of your praife, as no envious pofteritie may forget. 
But from generall fame, let me digres to my private ex- 
perience, and, with a tongue unworthie to name a name of 
fuch worthines, affectionately emblafon, to the eyes that 
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wonder, the matchles image of honor, and magnificent re- 
warder of vertue, Joves eagle-borne Ganimed, thrice noble 
Amintas; in whofe high fpirit fuch a deitie of wifdome ap- 
peareth, that if Homer were to write his Odyffea new, 
(where, under the perfon of Ulyffes, hee defcribeth a fingu- 
lar man of perfeétion, in whome all the ornaments both of 
peace and war are affembled in the height of their excel- 
ence) he need no other inftance to augment his conceipt, 
than the rare cariage of his honorable minde. Many writers 
and good wits are given to commend their patrons and be- 
nefactors, fome for proweffe, fome for policy, others for the 
glorie of their anceftrie and exceeding bountie and liberal- 
itie ; but if my unable pen fhould ever enterprife such a 
continuate tafke of praife, I woulde embowell a number of 
thofe wind puft bladders, and disfurnith their bald pates of 
the perriwigs poets have lent them, that fo I might reftore 
glorie to his right inheritance, and thefe ftoln titles to their 
true owners: which, if it would fo fall out, (as time maie 
worke all things) the afpiring nettles, with their thadie 
toppes, fhal no longer over-dreep the beft hearbs, or keep 
them from the fmiling afpect of the funn, that live and 
thrive by his comfortable beames. None but Defert fhould 
fit in Fame’s grace, none but Heétor be remembred in the 
chronicles of proweffe, none -but thou, moft courteous 
Amyntas, bee the feconde mifticall argument of the Knight 
of the Red-croffe. 


Oh decus atque evi gloria fumma tui ! 


And here (heavenlie Spencer) I am moft highlie to ac- 
cufe thee of forgetfulnes, that in that honourable catalogue 
of our Englith heroes, which infueth the conclufion of thy 
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famous Fairie Queene, thou wouldeft let fo fpeciall a piller 
of nobilitie paffe unfaluted. The verie thought of his farre 
derived difcent, and extraordinarie parts, wherewith hee 
aftonieth the world, and drawes all hearts to his love, 
woulde have infpired thy forewearied Mufe with new furie 
to proceede to the next triumphs of thy ftatelie goddeffe; 
but as I, in favor of fo rare a fcholler, fuppofe with this 
counfell he refraind his mention in this firft part, that hee 
might with full faile proceede to his due commendations in 
the fecond. Of this occafion, long fince, I happened to 
frame a Sonnet, which, being wholie intended to the rever- 
ence of this renoumed lord (to whom I owe all the utmofte 
powers of my love and dutie) I meante heere for variety of 
{tile to infert. 


Perufing yefternight, with idle eyes, 
The Fairy Singers ftately tuned verfe, 
And viewing, after chap-mens wonted culfe, 
What ftrange contents the title did rehearfe ; 
I ftreight leapt over to the latter end, 
Where, like the queint Comedians of our time, 
That when their Play is doone do fal to ryme, 
I found fhort lines to fundry Nobles pend, 
Whom he as fpeciall mirrours fingled fourth 
To be the patrons of his poetry. 
I read them all, and reverenc’t their worth, 
Yet wondred he left out thy memory ; 
But therefore geft I he fuppreft thy name, 
Becaufe few words might not comprife thy fame. 


Beare with mee, gentle Poet, though I conceive not 
aright of thy purpofe, or be too inquifitive into the intent 
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of thy oblivion; for, how ever my conjecture may miffe the 
cufhion, yet fhall my fpeech favour of friend{hip, though it 
be not alied to judgement. 

Lantum hoc molior, in this fhort digreffion, to acquaint 
our countrymen, that lyve out of the eccho of the Courte, 
with a common knowledge of his invaluable vertues, and 
fhew my felfe thankfull (in fome part) for benefits received ; 
which, fince words may not countervaile that are the ufuall 
lip-labour of everie idle difcourfer, I conclude with that of 
Ovid: 

Accipe per longos tibi qui deferviat annos, 
A ccipe qui pura novit amare jide. 


And if my zeale and dutie (though all to meane to pleafe) 
may by any induftry be reformed to your gratious liking, 
I fubmit the fimplicitie of my endevours to your fervice, 
which is all my performance may profer, or my ability 
performe. 


Prebeat Alcinot poma benignus ager, 
Offictum pauper numeret fiudiuma@ue fidemgue. 


And fo I breake off this endleffe argument of fpeeche 
abruptlie. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


We purpose in the ensuing series, and at intervals, to place in 
the hands of the reader the whole of the famous Contention 
between Thomas Nash and Gabriel Harvey; but as it is by no 
means easy at all times to obtain the use of the originals, in 
consequence of their rarity, we cannot promise that the tracts 
will be reprinted consecutively. Thus, in the instance in hand, we 
are obliged to insert Nash’s reply before we can conveniently give 
Harvey’s attack : hereafter the latter will duly appear ; and those 
who may be in overhaste to learn something of the provocation, 
may do so by turning to vol. ii of “‘ Archaica’’, printed under the 
supervision of the late Sir Egerton Brydges in 1814, where 
Harvey’s “ Four Letters and Certain Sonnets, especially touching 
Robert Greene’, 1592, profess to be reprinted. The truth, however, 
is that the whole is there modernised, so that the meaning of the 
author is obscured, if not misrepresented, and mistakes are in- 
troduced which render nonsense of certain passages; thus, we 
open the book at random, and, on p- 22, we find “greasy 
stomachs” for “queasy stomachs”; but we only mention such 
defects in order to put the reader on his guard against entire 
confidence in that text. We shall hereafter insert the “Four 
Letters’, we hope with our accustomed fidelity, and in the mean 
time the reader may like to refer to “ Archaica’”, in order to 
understand more distinctly, and relish more thoroughly the wit, 
humour, severity and even abuse in the answer of our great 
prose-satirist. 

Harvey’s replies to Nash, ae Nash’s retorts upon Harvey, 
will all be given in due time, if not in due place, beginning 
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with the original provocation in Greene’s “ Quip for an Upstart 
Courtier”’, and ending with Harvey’s last effort, under the cha- 
racter of Intchfield, the barber of Cambridge: both parties were 
then silenced by public authority, and this fact of itself shows 
the importance attached to the conflict. When we shall have re- 
produced the entire series, the reader will be able to arrange the 
separate publications, either in the sequence of our numbers, or, 
—as we think may be the more desirable,—-chronologically, as 
they made their appearance in the five years between 1592 
and 1597. In order to render our undertaking complete, we 
shall be compelled to repeat some pieces that have been already, 
though imperfectly, reprinted, and which, standing by themselves, 
seem of comparatively little value. 

We shall endeavour, as we proceed, to make each performance 
as intelligible as we can with reference to what has gone before 
it. The whole is full of information connected with the literary 
history of the day; and notices will be found in it of most 
of the then living writers, whether of prose or poetry ; though, 
in many cases, what is said may be only sufficient to excite, not 
to gratify curiosity. Nearly all that is known of Robert Greene, 
the most celebrated novelist and pamphleteer of his time, is 
derived from this source. Harvey was no match for his adver- 
sary in animation or ridicule; but we are inclined to think that, 
in point of argument as well as learning, he sometimes had the 
best of, what our northern friends call, the “ fliting.” 

The “ &¢.”, in Nash’s introductory Epistle, indicates a defect 


in every copy of the tract we have had an opportunity of 
examining. 
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To the most copious Carminist of our time, 
and famous perfecutor of Prifcian, his very 
friend Maifter Afzs Lapis, Tho. Nafhe 
wifheth new ftrings to his old tawney 


Purfe, and all honorable increafe of 
acquaintance in the 


Cellar. 


(,ENTLE M. William, that learned writer Rheni/h Wine 

and Sugar, in the firft book of his Comment upon 
Red Nofes, hath this faying: veterem ferendo injuriam in- 
vitas novam ; which is as much, in Englifh, as one cuppe of 
nipitaty puls on another. In moyft confideration whereof, 
as alfo in zealous regard of that high countenance you fhew 
unto {chollers, I am bold, in ftead of new wine, to carowfe 
to you a cuppe of newes: which if your worfhip (according 
to your wonted Chauceri/me) fhall accept in good part, Ile 
be your daily orator to pray, that that pure fanguine com- 
plexion of yours may never be abafht with pot-lucke, that 
you may taft till your laft gafpe, and live to fee the confufion 
of both your fpeciall enemies, Small Beere, and Grammer 
Rules. 


It is not unknowne to report what a famous pottle-pot 
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Patron you have beene to olde poets in your daies, and 
howe many pounds you have fpent (and, as it were, throwne 
into the fire) upon ¢he durt of wifedome called Alcumie: 
yea, you are fuch an infinite Meczenas to learned men, that 
there is not that morfell of meate they can carve you, but 
you will eate for their fakes, and accept very thankefully. 
Thinke not, though under corre¢tion of your boone compa- 
nionfhip I am difpofd to be a little pleafant, I condemne 
you of any immoderation either in eating or drinking, for 
I knowe your governement and carriage to be every way 
canonicall. Verily, verily, all poore fchollers acknowledge 
you as their patron, providitore and fupporter, for there 
cannot a threed-bare cloake fooner peepe forth, but you 
{trait preffe it to be an outbrother of your bounty: three 
decayed ftudents you kept attending upon you a long 
time. 

Shall I prefume to dilate of the gravity of your round 
cap, and your dudgion dagger? It is thought they will 
make you be calld upon fhortly to bee Alderman of the 
Stilliard. And that well remembred: I heard fay, when 
this laft Terme was removed to Hartford, you fell into a 
great ftudy and care by your felfe, to what place the ‘Stil 


liard fhould be remooved, I promife you truely it was a 
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deepe meditation, and fuch as might well have befeemed 
Eldertons Parliament of Nofes to have fit upon. 

A taverne in London, onely upon the motion, mourned 
all in blacke, and forbare to girt her temples with ivie, 
becaufe the grandam of good fellowfhip was like to depart 
from among them. And I wonder very much, that you 
Sampfownd not your felfe into a confumption with the pro- 
found cogitation of it. 

Diu vivas in amore jocisque ! whatfoever you doe, beware 
of keeping dyet. Sloth is a finne, and one finne (as one 
poyfon) muft be expelled with another: what can he doe 
better that hath nothing to doe than fall a drinking to 
keepe him from idlenes ? 

Fah! me thinkes my jeafts begin already to {mell of the 
cafke, with talking fo much of this liquid provinder. 

In earneft thus: there is a Doctor and his Fart that have 
kept a foule ftinking ftirre in Paules Churchyard. I cry 
him mercie: I flaundred him; he is fearce a doétor till he 
hath done his aéts: this dodipoule, this didopper, this pro- 
feffed poeticall braggart hath raild uppon mee, without wit 
or art, in certaine foure penny-worth of Letters &c. takes 
for coatch horfes, for two that draw more equally in one 


oratoriall yoke of vaine-glory, there is not under heaven. 
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What fay you, Maifter Apzs Lapis ? will you with your 
eloquence and credit fhield me from carpers? Have you 
any odde fhreds of Latine to make this lettermunger a 
cockefcombe off ? 

It ftands you in hand to arme your felfe againft him, for 
he fpeaks againft ¢onny-catchers; and you are a conny 
catcher, as conny catching is divided into three parts, the 
Verfer, the Setter, and the Barnacle. 

A Setter Iam fure you are not, for you are no mufitian ; 
nor a Larnacle, for you never were of the order of the 
Barnadines ; but the Verfer I cannot acquite you of, for 
M. Vaux of Lambeth brings in fore evidence of a breake- 
faft you wonne of him one morning at an unlawfull game 
called riming. What lies not in you to amend, play the 
Doctor and defend. 

A fellow that I am to talke with by and by, beeing told 
that his father was a rope-maker, excufed the matter after 
this fort: And hath never faint had reprobate to his father ? 
They are his owne wordes; hee cannot goe from them. 
You fee, heere hee makes a reprobate and a ropemaker 
voces convertibiles: Go too; take example by him to wafh 
out durt with inke, and runne up to the knees in the chan- 


nell, if you bee once wetfhod. You are amongft grave 
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doctors, and men of judgement in both lawes every day: I 
pray, afke them the queftion in my abfence, whether fuch a 
man as I have defcribde this Epz/ler to be, one that hath 
a good handfome pickerdevant, and a pretty leg to {tudy 
the civill lawe with, that hath made many proper rimes of 
the olde cutte in his daies, and deferved infinitely of the 
{tate by extolling himfelfe and his two brothers in every 
booke he writes, whether (I fay) fuch a famous piller of the 
preffe, now in the fourteenth or fifteenth yeare of the raigne 
of his rhetoricke, giving money to have this his illiterate 
pamphlet of Letters printed (whereas others have money 
given them to fuffer themfelves to come in print) it is not 
to bee counted as flat fimony, and be liable to one and the 
fame penalty ? 

I tell you, I meane to trounce him after twenty in the 
hundred, and have a bout with him with two ftaves and a 
pike for this geare. 

If he get any thing by the bargaine, let whatfoever 
I write henceforward be condemned to wrappe bum- 
baft in. 

Caroufe to me good lucke; for I am refolutely bent the 
beft blood of the brothers fhall pledge me in vineger. O! 


would thou hadft a quaffing bowle, which, like Gawens 


Vil 
fcull, fhould containe a pecke, that thou mightft fwap off a 
harty draught to the fucceffe of this voyage. 

By whatfoever thy vifage holdeth moft pretious I be- 
feech thee ; by John Davies foule, and the Blew Bore in the 
Spittle, I conjure thee to draw out thy purfe, and give me 
nothing for the Dedication of my pamphlet. 

Thou art a good fellow I know, and hadft rather fpend 
jeafts than money. Let it be the tafke of thy beft tearmes 
to fafeconduét this booke through the enemies countrey. 

Proceede to cherifh thy furpaffing carminical art of me- 
mory with full cuppes (as thou doft) : let Chaucer be newe 
fcourd againft the day of battle, and Terence come but in 
now and then with the fnuffe of a fentence, and dzétum 
puta, weele {trike it as dead as a doore naile, aud teruntit 
c/limo. We have cats meat and dogges meat inough for 
thefe mungrels. However I write merrily, I love and ad- 
mire thy pleafant witty humor, which no care or croffe can 
make unconverfable : {till bee conftant to thy content ; love 


poetry. &c. 
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ENTLEMEN, the {trong faith you have conceiv d, that 

I would do works of fupererrogation in anfwering the 

Doétor, hath made mee to breake my daye with other im- 

portant bufines I had, and ftand darting of quils a while 
like the Porpentine. 

I know there want not welwillers to my difgrace, who 
fay my onely Mufe is contention ; and other that, with 
Tiberius Czefar pretending to fee in the darke, talke of 
ftrange objectes by them difcovered in the night, when in 
truth they are nothing elfe but the glimmering of their 
eyes. 

I will not holde the candle to the Devill, unmafke my 
holyday Mufe to envie; but if any fuch deepe infighted 
detraétor will challenge mee to whatfoever quiet adventure 
of art, wherein he thinkes mee leaft converfant, hee fhall 
finde that I am Zam Mercurio quam Marti, a {choller in 
fome thing els but con [ten ]tion. 

If idle wittes will needes tye knottes on fmooth bul- 
rufhes with their tongues, faith, the worlde might thinke I 
had little to attend, if I fhould goe about to vnloofe them 
with my penne. 

I cannot tell how it comes to paffe, but in thefe ill eide 
daies of ours, every man delights with Ixion to beget 
children of clouds, digge for pearles in dunghils, and wreft 
oyle out of iron. 

Poore Pierce Pennileffe have they turnd toa conjuring 
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booke, for there is not that line in it with which they doo 
not feeke to raife up a ghoft; and, like the hog that con- 
verts the sixth part of his meate into briftels, fo have they 
converted fixe parts of my booke into bitternes. 

Aretine, in a commedie of his, wittily complaineth that 
upftart commenters, with their annotations and gloffes had 
extorted that fenfe and morall out of Petrarch, which, if 
Petrarch were alive, a hundred ftrappadoes might not 
make him confeffe or fubfcribe too: fo may I complaine 
that rafh heads, upftart interpreters, have extorted and 
rakte that unreverent meaning out of my lines, which a 
thoufand deaths cannot make mee ere grant that I 
dreamd off. 

To them that are abufed by their owne jealous collec- 
tions, and no determined trefpaffe of mine, this advice, by 
the way of example, will I give. 

One comming to Doétour Perne ona time, and telling 
him that he was miferably raild on fuch a day in a sermon 
in Saint Maries in Cambridge, “I but (quoth he in his 
puling manner of fpeaking) did he name me? did he name 
me? Iwarrant you; goe and afke him, and hee will fay hee 
meant not mee.” So they that are ungroundedly offended 
at any thing in Pierce Pennileffe, first let them looke if I 
did name them; if not, but the matter hangeth in fuf- 
pence, let them fend to mee for my exposition, and not 
buy it at the feconde hand, and I doe not doubt but they 
will be throughly fatisfied. 

Hee that wraps himfelfe in earth, like the foxe, to catch 
birds, may haps have a heavy cart go over him before he 
be aware, and breake his backe. 

A number of apes may get the glowworme in the night 
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and thinke to kindle fire with it, becaufe it glifters fo ; but, 
God wote, they are beguiled: it proves in the end to be 
but fools fire, the poore worme alone with their blowing 
warmed, they ftarvd for colde whiles their wood is un- 
untoucht. Who but a foppe will labour to anatomize a 
flye? Fables were free for any bondman to {peake in old 
time, as Afope for an inftance; their allufion was not re- 
{trained to any particular humor of fpite, but generally 
applyed to a generall vice. Now aman may not talke of 
a dog, but it it is furmifed he aimes at him that giveth the 
dog in his creft: he cannot name a {traw, but hee mutt 
plucke a wheate fheaffe in pieces: /itelligendo Jaciunt 
ut nihil intelligant. 

What ever they be that thus perfecute art (as the Alcu- 
mists are faid to perfecute nature) I would with them to 
abate the edge of their wit, and not grinde their colours fo 
harde: having found that which is blacke, let them not, 
with our forenamed gold-falfifiers, feeke for a fubftance 
that is blacker than black, or angle for frogs in a cleare 
fountaine., 

From the admonition of thefe uncurteous mifconfterers 
I come ¢o the kilcow champion of the three brethren: he, 
forfooth, wil be the firft that fhal give Pierce Pennileffe a 
non placet. 

It is not inough that hee bepift his credite, about twelve 
yeeres ago, with 7hree proper and wittie familiar Letters, 
but ftill he muft be running on the /e¢¢er, and abufing the 
Queenes Englifh without pittie or mercie. 

Bee it knowne unto you (Chriftian Readers) this man is 
a foreftaller of the market of fame, an ingroffer of glorie, a 
mountebancke of ftrange wordes, a meere marchant of 
babies and conny-fkins. 
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Hold up thy hand, G. H.! Thou art heere indited for an 
incrocher upon the fee-fimple of the Latin, an enemie to 
carriers, as one that takes their occupation out of their 
hands, and doft nothing but tranfport letters up and downe 
in thy owne commendation ; a confpiratour and practifer 
to make printers rich by making thyfelfe ridiculous, a ma- 
nifeft briber of bookfellers and ftationers to helpe thee to 
fell away thy bookes (whofe impreffion thou paid{t for) 
that thou mayft have money to goe home to Trinitie Hall 
to difcharge thy commons. 

I fay no more but Lord have mercie upon thee, for thou 
art falne into his hands that will plague thee. 

Gentlemen, will you be inftru€ted in the quarrell that 
hath caufed him lay about him with his penne and inck- 
horne fo couragioufly ? About two yeeres fince (a fatall 
time to Familiar Epiftles) a certayne theologicall gimpa- 
nado, a demie divine, no higher that a tailors preffing iron, 
brother to this huge booke-beare that writes himfelfe Ove 
of the Emperour Fuftinians Courtiers, tooke uppon him to 
fet his foote to mine, and over crowe me with comparative 
tearmes. I proteft I never turnd up any cowfheard to 
looke for this fcarabe flye: I had no conceit, as then, of dif- 
covering a breed of fooles in the three brothers bookes : 
marry, when I beheld ordinance planted on edge of the 
pulpit againft me, and that there was no remedy but the 
blind Vicar would needs iet flie at me with his churchdore 
keies, and curfe me with bel book and candle, becaufe in 
my Alphabet of Idiots I had over-fkept the Hs, what could 
I doe but drawe uppon him with my penne, and defende 
my felfe with it and a paper buckler as well as I might. 
Say, I am as verie a Turke as hee that three yeeres ago 


To the Gentlemen R eaders. X11 


ranne upon ropes, if ever I fpeld eyther his, or anie of his 
kindreds name, in reproch before hee barkt again{t mee as 
one of the enemies of The Lambe of God, and fetcht allu- 
sions out of the Buttery to debafe mee. 

Heere beginneth the fray. I upbraid godly predication 
with his wicked converfation : I fquirt inke into his de- 
cayed eyes with iniquitie to mend their difeafed fight, that 
they may a little better defcend into my {chollerfhip and 
learning. The ecclefiasticall Duns, instead of recovery, 
waxeth ftarke blind thereby (as a prefervative to fome is 
poyfon to others) : he gets an olde Fencer, his brother, to 
be revengd on me for my phificke; who, flourifhing about 
my eares with his two hand fworde of Oratory and Poetry, 
peradventure fhakes fome ruft of it on my fhoulders, but 
otherwife ftrikes mee not but with the fhadowe of it, which 
is no more than a flappe with the falfe fcabberd of contume- 
lie. Whether am Tin this cafe to arme my felfe againft his 
intent of injurie, or fitte ftill with my finger in my mouth, 
in hope to bee one of fimplicities martyrs ? 

A. queft of honorable minded Cavaliers go uppon it, and 
if they fhall find by the law of armes, or of ale, that I, bee- 
ing firft provokt, am to be injoinde to the peace, or be 
{worne true fervant to cowardize and patience when wrong 
preffeth mee to the warres, then will I bind my felfe pren- 
tife to a cobler, and freth underlay all thofe writings of 
mine that have trodde awrie. 

Be advertifed (gentle audience) that the Doétors pro- 
ceedings have thruft upon mee this fowterly metaphor, who, 
firft contriving his Confutation in a fhort pamphlet of fix 
leaves, like a paire of fummer pumps, afterward (winter 

growing on) clapt a paire of double foales on it like 4 good 
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husband, added eight fheets more, and prickt thofe fheets, 
or foales, as full of the hob-nayles of reprehenfion as they 


could fticke. 
It is not thofe his new clowted ftartops, iwis, that fhall 


carry him out of the durt. ) 
Sweet Gentlemen, be but indifferent, and you ihaletee 
mee defperate. Heere lies my hatte, and there my cloake ; 
to which I refemble my two Epiftles, being the upper 
garments of my booke, as the other of my body. 
Saint Fame for mee! and thus I runne 
upon him. 


THo. NASHE. 
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(,ABRIEL, and not onely Gabriel, but Gadbrielifime 

Gabriel, no Angell but Angelos, zd ef, Nuntius, a 
fawnegueft Meffenger twixt Maifter Bird and Maifter 
Demetrius, behold! here ftands he that will make it good, 
on thy Foure Letters bodie, that thou are a filthy vaine 
foole. Thy booke I commend, as very well printed ; and 
like wondrous well, becaufe all men diflike it. 

I agree with thee that there are in it /ome matters of 
note, for there are a great many barefoote rimes in it, that 
goe, as jumpe as a fiddle, with every ballet-makers note ; 
and if, according to their manner, you had tun’d them over 
the head, it had beene nere the worfe; for by that meanes 
you might have had your name chaunted in every corner 
of the ftreete, then the which there can be nothing more 
melodiouflye addoulce to your devine entelechy. O' they 
would have trowld off bravely to the tune of O man in 
Defperation, and, like Marenzos Madrigals, the mournefull 
note naturally have affected the miferable dittie. 

Do you knowe your owne misbegotten bodgery exfe- 
lechy and addoulce ? With thefe two hermophrodite phrafes, 
being halfe Latin and halfe Englifh, haft thou puld out the 
very guts of the inkehorne. 

LETTERS. 
To all curteous mindes that will vouchfafe the reading. 
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COMMENT. 

In their abfence, this be delivered to Megge Curtis in 

Shoreditch, to {top muftard pots with. 
THE PARTICULAR CONTENTS: 

L. A Preface to courteous mindes. 

C. As much to fay as Proface, much good do it you; 
would it were better for you. 

L. A Letter to M. Emanuel Demetrius, with a fonnet 
thereto annexed. 

C. That is, as it were a purgation upon a vomit, bufkins 
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upon pantophles. 

li tA Latter t6 Masa, 

C. Or little matter wrapt up in many words. 

L. A Letter to everie favorable and indifferent Reader. 

C. Id ef, An exhortation to all Readers, that they fhall 
reade nothing but his works. 

L. Another Letter to the fame, extorted after the refi. 

C. By interpretation, a Letter whereof his invention had 
a hard ftoole, and yet it was for his eafe, though not for 
his honeftie: and fo forth, as the text fhall direct you 
at large. 


Here beginneth the firft Epiftle and firft Booke of 
Orator Gabriell to the Catilinaries 
or Philippicks. 


Wherein is divulged that venum is venum, & will infect ; 
that that which is done cannot (de facto) be un- 
done; that favour is a curteous Reader, and 
G. H. your thankfull debter. 
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A COMMENT UPON THE TEXT. 

The learned Orator in this Epiftle saketh precife order 
he will not be too eloquent, and yet it fhall be (1) as well 
Jor enditing unworthie to be publifhed, as for publifhing 
unworthte to be endited. 

C. He had many adverfaries in those times that he 
wrote, amongft the which Cloth-breeches and Velvet-breeches 
(his fathers poverty, and his owne pride were none of the 
meanett). 

After them ftart up one Pierce Pennileffe, and hee like- 
wife was a ftumbling blocke in his way. (Penurie not long 
tarries after pride: pray all the ropes in Saffron Walden 
that I do not prophefie)! Amen, Amen, quoth M. Bird 
and M. Demetrius. 

Hee forbeares to fpeake much in this place of the one or 
the other, decaufe his letters are more forward to accufe 
them, than their owne books to condemne them : yet, for a 
touch by the way, hee talks that Greene is no liverey for 
this winter; that z¢ is pitifully blafted and faded in everie 
meade by the ftrong breath of his barbarifme. 

Hee hath a twitch at Pierce Pennileffe, too, at the part- 
ing ftile and tearms him the Devils Orator by profeffion, 
and his Dames Poet by practife: wherein mee thinks (the 
furreverence of his works not impaired) he hath verie 
highly overfhotte himfelfe ; for no more is Pierce Pennileffe 
to be cald the Devils Orator for making a Supplication to 
the Devill, than hee is to bee helde for a Rhethoritian for 
fetting foorth Gabrielis Scurvet Rhetor, wherein hee thought 
to have knockt out the braines of poore Zu/ies Orator, but 
in veritie did nothing elfe, but gather a flauntinge unfavory 

fore-horfe nofegay out of his well furnifhed earland. 
D 
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The advancement of the Devils Oratorfhip, which he 
afcribeth to Pierce Pennileffe, me thinks had beene a fit 
place for his Doétorfhip, when he mift the Oratorfhip of 
the Univerfitie, of which in the fequele of his booke he moft 
flanderoufly complaineth. Dr. Perne, Greene, no dead man 
he fpareth. 

What he fhould /wbaudi by his Dames Poet I {carfe ap- 
prehend, except this—that Pierce his father was Dame 
Laws. Poet, and writte many goodly ftories of her in dz 
Almond for Parrat. 

Thofe that will take a Lecture in our Orators Letters 
muft not reade, excufe, commend, credite or beleeve ante ap- 
prooved truth in Pierce Pennileffe, efpecially if it be any- 
thing that upbraideth the great Baboune brother. 

Hee will floppe the beginning—id eft, when hee hath come 
behind a man and broke his head, feeke to bind him to the 
good abearing, or ed/e the ende were like to prove pernitious 
and perillous to his confufion. 

Somewhat hee mutters of defamation and juft commenda- 
tion, and what a hell it is for him, that hath built his hea- 
ven in vaine glory, to bee puld by the fleeve and bidde 
vefpice finem, looke backe to his fathers houfe; but I over- 
flippe it as frivolous, becaufe all the world knowes him 
better than he knowes himfelfe; and though he play the 
Pharifie never fo in juftifying his owne innocence, theres 
none will beleeve him. 

Let this bee fpoken once for all: as I have a foule to 
fave, till this day in all my life, with tongue nor penne, did 
I in the leaft worde or tittle derogate from the Do¢tor. If 
his brother (without any former provocation on my part, 
God is my witneffe) rayld on me groffely, exprefly named 
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mee, compard me to Martin, indevord to take from mee all 
eftimation of arte or witte, have I not caufe to beftirre mee? 

Gabriell, I will beftirre mee for all, like an alehoufe 
knight, thou crav’ft of ¥u/tice to doo thee reafon: as for zm- 
pudencie and calumny, I returne them in thysface; thateen 
one booke, of tenne fheets of paper, haft publifhed above 
two hundred lies. 

Had they been wittie lies, or merry lies, they would 
never have greev’d mee; but palpable lies, damned lies, 
lies as big as one of the Guardes chynes of beefe, who can 
abide ? 

Ile make thee of my counfaile, becaufe I love thee (now: 
when I was at Cambridge, and but a childe, I was indif- 
ferently perfwaded of thee: mee thought by thy apparell 
and thy gate thou fhouldft have beene a fine fellow. Little 
did I fufpect that thou wert brother to Zo Pewan (whom in- 
wardly I alwaies grudgd at for writing againft Ariftotle) or 
any of the Hs of Hempe-hall, but a cavalier of a clean 
contrary houfe: now thou haft quite fpoil’d thy felfe, from 
the foote to the head I can tell how thou art fafhioned, 

Teterrime frater, and not fraterrime frater, maift thou 
verie wofully exclaime, for in helping him, thou haft crackt 
thy credit through the ring, made thy infamie currant as 
farre as the Queenes coyne goes. 

But it may be thou haft a fider cloke for this quarrell : 
thou wilt object, thy father was abufd, and that made thee 
write. What! by mee, or Greene? or both ? 

If by Greene, and not mee, thou fhouldft have written 
againft Greene, and not mee. If by both, I will anfwere 
for both, but not by both; therefore I will aunfwere but 

for one. 
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Give an inftance, if thou canft for thy life, wherin in any 
leafe of Pierce Penileffe | had fo much as halfe a fillables 
relation to thee, or offred one jot of indignitie to thy father, 
more than naming the greateft dignitie he hath, when, for 
varietie of epithites, I calde thy brother the fonne of a 


e Ropemaker. 
4 We fhall have ,a good fonne of you anone, if you be 
. afhamd of your fathers occupation, Ah! thou wilt nere 


thrive, that art beholding to a trade, and can{t not abide 
to heare of it. 

Thou doft live by the gallows, and wouldft not have a 
fhooe to put on thy foot, if thy father had no trafficke with 
the hangman. Had Ia Ropemaker to my father, and fome 
body had caft it in my teeth, I would foorthwith have writ 
in praife of Ropemakers, and prov’d it by found fillogiftry 
to be one of the 7 liberal fciences. 

Somewhat I am privie to the caufe of Greenes inveigh- 
ing again{t the three brothers. Thy hot-fpirited brother 
Richard (a notable ruffian with his pen) having firft tooke 
upon him, in his blundring Perv/ivadl, to play the Jacke of 
both fides twixt Martin and us, and fnarld privily at Pof- 
hatchet, Pafquill and others, that oppofde themfelves againft 
the open flaunder of that mightie platformer of Atheifme, 
prefently after dribbed forth another fooles bolt, a booke I 
fhoulde fay, which he chriftened The Lambe of God. 

That booke was a learned booke, a laboured booke ; for 
three yere before he put it in print he had preacht it all 
without booke. ) 

I my felfe have fome of it in a booke of fermons that my 
tutor at Cambridge made mee gather every Sunday. Then 
being very yoong, I counted it the abjecteft and frothieft 
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forme of divinitie that came in that place. Now, more 
confirmed in age and art, I confirme my ill opinion of it. 

Neither do I urge this, as if it were a hainous thing for 
a man to put fermons in print after hee preacht them; but 
obferve the proud humor of the pert Didimus, that thinks 
nothing he fpeakes but deferves to be put in print, and 
{fpeakes not that fentence in the pulpit, which before he 
rough-hewes not over with his penne. Befides, I taxe him 
for turning an olde coate (like a broker) and felling it 
for a new. 

Thefe, and a thoufand more imperfeétions, might have 
beene buried with his bookes in the bottome of a drie-fatte, 
and there flept quietly amonegft the fhavings of the preffe, 
if in his Epiftle he had not beene fo arrogantly cenforiall. 

Not mee alone did hee revile and dare to the combat, 
but glickt at Pap-hatchet once more, and miftermed all 
our other Poets and writers about London piperly make- 
plaies and make-bates. 

Hence Greene, being chiefe agent for the companie (for 
hee writ more than foure other, how well I will not fay, 
but fat czto, s¢ fat bene) tooke occafion to canvaze him a 
little in his Cloth-breeches and Velvet-breeches; and becaufe 
by fome probable colleétions he geft the elder brothers 
hand was in it, he coupled them both in one yoakes and; 
to fulfill the proverb, 7rza sunt omnia, thruft in the third 
brother, who made a perfect parriall of pamphleters. 

About fome feven or eight lines it was which hath 
pluckt on an invective of fo many leaves. Had hee liv’d, 
Gabriel, and thou fhouldft fo unarteficially and odioufly 
libeld againft him as thou haft done, he would have made 

thee an example of ignominy to all ages that are to come, 


PF: 
‘ 


— 


Cp ae nanan ge a a RR RR A NN 
TS ¢ 
Tay ama: aeons Cogn tondey - R so st a 
bl a te ‘3 Sr ee 


b ig 


a 


% 


ae 


hig REE al 
“SS - 
We * 
SS Soo 
* “9 
\ ss 
Pa , ‘ 


22 Foure letters 


and driven thee to eate thy owne booke butterd, as I faw 
him make an Apparriter once in a tavern eate his citation, 
waxe and all, very handfomly ferv’d twixt two difhes. 

Out uppon thee for an arrant dog-killer! ftrike a man 
when he is dead ? 

So Hares may pull dead Lions by the beards. 

Memorandum. 1 borrowed this fentence out of a Play. 
The Theater, Poets hall, hath many more fuch proverbes 
to perfecute thee with, becaufe thou haft fo fcornefully 
derided their profeffion, and defpitefully maligned honeft 
{ports. 

Before I unbowell the leane carcafe of thy booke any 
further, Ile drinke one cup of lambswool éo the Lambe of 
God and his enemtes. 

In the firft foure leaves of it, I have fingled out thefe 
godly and fruitfull obfervations. 

Noble Lord, I doe tt even upon former premiffes, not for 
any future consequents. 

My booke ts not worthy of fo honorable specialitie as your 
patronage. 

I will not profecute it with theological peculiars, but from 
the mouth of the fword I speake, etc. 

The hearts of the wicked pant: their spirits fatle them: 
they may well call for butter out of a lordlie difh. 

You that be gentle Readers, doe you not laugh at this 
lawiers Englifh of former premiffes aud future confequents ? | 

O finicalitie! your patronages speciallitie? but if he pro- 
fecute it with ¢heologicall peculiars, we muft needs thruft 
him zz¢er oves et boves, et reliqua pecora campt. 

From the mouth of the fword I fpeake it, that butter out 
of a lordly difh is but lewd diet for the pulpit. 
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But this is not halfe the littour of inckehornifme that 
thofe foure pages have pigd. I muft tell you of the 
Octonarium of Ramus, the Se/guiamus of Phrigius, the 
Carthufianisme of Gulielmus R tkel, of Annals, Diaries, Co- 
ronologies, and Tropologicall schoolemen : the Abetilis of the 
Ethiopians or Pretojonnans, of Gulielmus M. enaten/rs, 
and S. Ferome allegorized, and Abdias, Lyra, Gryfon, 
Porta, Pantaleon. 

All which he reckons up to make the world beleeve he 
hath read much, but alleadgeth nothing out of them; nor, 
I thinke, on my confcience, ever read or knewe what they 
meane, but he hath ftole them by the wholefale out of 
fome Bookfellers Catalogue, or a table of tractats. 

Here are fome of his profounde Annotations: ¥acod 
tooke Leah, for his bedfellow in the darke by night, infteede 
of Kachell, whereby I learne to buy my wife candle to go to 
bed withall, and admit her not by darke, but by light. 

Jacob was deceived by Labans words: ergo, obligations 
are better than bils, and we muft believe no man, except he 
will ware and multiplie in words, and call inke and parch- 
ment to wetnes. 

Jacob laide pilled rods with white ftrakes in the watring 
places of the sheepe, whereby I note that in carnal mixture 
the fenfes are opened. 

Judge you that be fathers of the Church, whether this be 
fit matter to edifie or no. 

It was not for nothing, Brother Richard, that Greene 
told you you kift your parifhioners wives with holy kiffes ; 
for you that wil talk of opening the fenfes by carnal mixture 
(the very act of lecherie) in a theological Treatife, and in 
the pulpit, [ am afraide, in a privater place you will prac- 
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tife as much as you fpeake: Homines raro, nifi male locuts, 
male faciunt: olet hircum, olet hircum ! Anie modeft eare 
would abhorre to heare it. 

Farewell, vncleane Vicar; and God make thee an honeft 
man, for thou art too baudy for mee to deale withall. 

It followes in the text, 

To my very good friend Matfter Emanuell Demetrius. 

This letter of M. Bird to M. Demetrius fhould feeme, by 
all reference or collation of ftiles, to bee a letter which M. 
Birds fecretarie, Docétour Gabriell, indited for him in his 
owne praife, and got him to fette hand to when he had 
done. Or rather, it is no letter, but a certificate (fuch as 
rogues have) from the head men of the parifh where hee 
was borne, that Gabriel zs ax excellent generall Scholler, 
and his father of good behaviour. 

We will not beleeve it except wee fee the Towne feale 
fette to it: but, fay we fhould beleeve it, what doth it 
make for thee? Have the Townesmen of Saffron Waldon 
ever heard thee preach, that they fhould commend thee 
for an excellent generall Scholler? or (becaufe thou pro- 
feffeft thy felf a Civilian) haft thou follicited any of their 
caufes in the bawdy courtes therabouts? If not, go your 
wayes for a dolt as you came: Maifter Birds letter fhall 
not reprive you from the ladder. 

But Velvet-breeches and Cloth-breeches (by the judge- 
ment of the beft man of none of the leaft towns in Effex) 
is a@ fantafticall and fond Dialogue, and one of the moft 
lecentious tntollerable invectives that ever hee read. 

Why? 

In wt ts abufed an aunctent neighbour of his. 

How is he abufed ? 
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Inftead of his name, hee is called by the craft hee gets 
his living with. 

Fle hath borne office in Walden above twenty yere fince 
(hoc ef, had the keeping of the towne ftocke, alias the 
{tocks) ergo he is no Rope-maker. 

Fle hath maintaind foure fonnes at Cambridge: ergo 
Greene is a lewd fellow to fay he gets his living backward. 

Three of his fonnes univerfally ridiculouflie reputed of 
(for inamoratos on their owne works) 7 doth Oniverfities 
and the whole Realme. The fourth is fhrunke in the wet- 
ting, or elfe the Print fhoulde have heard of him. 

One of the three (whom the Quip entitles the Phyfition) 
returning ficke from Norwitch to Linne in Fulte laff, was 
paft writing any more Almanackes, before Greene ere ima- 
gined God had thought fo well of him to take him to him. 

Livor poft quiefcat. Mother Livers of Newington is a 
better fortune-teller than he was a Phisition. 


A DASH THROUGH THE DUDGEN SONNET AGAINST 
GREENE. 


Put up thy fmiter, O gentle Peter ! 
Author and halter make but ill meeter. 


I fcorne to anfwer thy mifhapen rime: 
Blocks have cald fchollers bayards ere this time. 


I would trot a falfe gallop through the reft of his ragged 
verfes, but that, if I fhould retort his tune dogrell aright, I 
muft make my verfes (as he doth his) run hobling like a 


brewers cart upon the ftones, and obferve no length in their 
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feete; which were abfurdum per abfurdius, to infeét my 
vaine with his imitation. 

The analafis of the whole is this: an olde mechanical 
meeter-monger would faine raile, if he had anie witte. If 
Greene were dogge-ficke and braine-ficke, fure he (poore 
fecular fatirift) is dolt-ficke and brainleffe, that with the 
toothleffe gums of his poetry fo betuggeth a dead man. 

But I cannot be induced to beleve a grave man of his 
fort fhould be fo ravingly bent: when all come to all, 
jfhorteft vowels and longeft mutes will bewray it to bee a 
webbe of your owne loomes, M. Gabriel: you mae foorth 
many fuch phrafes in the courfe of your booke, which I will 
point at as I paffe by. 

I will not robbe you of your due commendation in any- 
thing in this Sonnet: you have counterfeited the ftate of 
the olde Vice in the Morals, as right up and downe as 
may be. 


Let. Greene, the Connycatcher, of this dreame the author, 
For his daintie devife deferveth the hauter. 


Vice. Hey nan anon, fir! foft let mee make water, 
Whip it to go: Ile kiffe my maifters daughter. 
Tum diddy, tum da, falangte do diddle: 
Sol la me fa fol, conatus in fiddle. 


I am afraide your Doétors fart will fall out to be a fatall 
foy{t to your breeches, if we follow you at the hard heeles 
as we have begun. 

Thou fhalt not breath a whit: trip and goe; turne over 
a new leafe. 

Marfier Bird, in the abfence of M. Demetrius, Perge porro. 
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! found his wife curteous. Barlady, fir, but this is sufpi- 
tious. 

A woman is well holpen up that does you any curtefie 
in the abfence of her husband, when you cannot keepe it to 
your felfe, but you muft blab it in print. 

If it were any other but Miftris Demetrius (whom I have 
heard to be a modeft fober woman, and indued with many 
vertues) I would play upon it a little more. In regard 
that thee is fo, I forbeare, and crave pardon in that I have 
{poken fo much. 

Yet would I have her underftand how well che generall 
Jcholler, her gueft, hath rewarded hir for his kind entertain- 
ment, by bringing her name in queftion in print. 

M. Bird and Demetrius, I knowe neither of you by 
fight, but this Ile fay, being of that welth you are, you 
had better have fpent a great deale of money, than come 
in the mouth of this bafe companion. 

What reafon have I (feeing your names fubfcribed as his 
bolfterer, in a matter of defame that concernes mee) but to 
go through ftitch with you, as well as him? 

He thinks to over-beare us poore beggers with the great 
oftentation of your rich acquaintance. 

Lette all Noblemen take heede how they give this Thrafo 
the leaft becke or countenance, for if they beftowe but halfe 
a glaunce on him, hele ftraight put it very folemnly in 
print, and make it ten times more than it is. 

Ile tell you a merry jeatt. 

The time was when this 77mothie Tiptoes made a Latine 
Oration to her Majeftie. Her Highneffe as thee is unto all 
her fubjeéts moft gratious, fo to fchollers fhe is more loving 
and affable than any prince under heaven. In which re- 
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fpeét, of her owne vertue, and not his defert, it pleafed hir 
fo to humble the height of hir judgement, as to grace him 
a little, whiles he was pronouncing, by thefe or fuch like 
tearmes :-—TJ%s a good pretie fellow: a lookes like an Italian ; 
and, after hee had concluded, to call him to kiffe her royall 
hand. Hereuppon he goes home to his ftudie, all in- 
traunced, and writes a whole volume of verfes; firft, De 
vultu Itali—of the countenance of the Italian; and then De 
ofculo manus, of his kiffing the Queenes hande, Which two 
Latin poems he publifht in a booke of his cald 4des Val- 
dinenfes, proclaiming thereby (as it were to England, 
Fraunce, Italie and Spaine) what favour he was in with her 
Majeftie. 

I difmiffe this parenthefis, avd come to his next bufineffe, 
which indeede is his firft bufineffe ; for tyll Greene awakte 
him out of his felfe admiring contemplation, hee had no- 
thing to doe but walke under the ewe tree at Trinitie Hall, 
and fay, 


What may I call this tree, an ewe tree? O bonny ewe 
tree! 

Needes to thy boughs will bow the knee, and vale my 
bonnetto ; 


or make verfes of weathercocks on the top of fteeples, as 
he did once of the weather-cocke of Alhallows in Cam- 
bridge: 


O thou weathercocke! that ftands on the top of the 
church of Alhallows, , 

Come thy waies downe, if thou darst for thy crowne, 

and take the wall on us. 
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O heathenifh and pagan hexamiters! come thy waies down 
fro thy Doctourship, and learne thy Primer of Poetry over 
againe, for certainly thy pen is in ftate of a reprobate with 
all men of judgement and reckoning. 

Come thy waies downe from thy Doctourship, faid I? 
Lrravt demens, thou never wentt Upstomtay ect 

Fie on hypocrifie and diffimulation, that men fhould 
make themfelves better than they are! 

Alas! a God’s will, thou art but a plaine motheaten 
Maifter of Art, and never pollutedtft thy felfe with any 
plaifter of Doctourship. 

Lift, Paul’s churchyard (the perufer of everie mans works, 
and Exchange of all Authors), you are, a many of you, 
honeft fellows, and favour men of wit. 

So it is that a good gowne and a well pruned paire of 
mouftachios, having ftudied fixteene yeare to make thir- 
teene ill English hexameters, came to the Univerfitee Court, 
regentium et non, to fue for a commiffion to carry two faces 
ina hoode : they not ufing to deny honour to any man that 
deferved it, bad him performe all the schollerlike cere- 
monies and difputative right appertaining thereto, and he 
should bee inftalled. 

Volt me tangere: he liked none of that. 

A {tripling that hath an indifferent prety ftocke of re- 
putation abroade in the worlde already, and fome credit 
among{t his neighbours, as he thinketh, would be loth to 
jeoperd all at one throwe at the dice. 

If hee should have difputed for his degree, difcended 
in arenam et pulverem philofophicum, and have been foild, 
Ath me! quoth Wit, zz lamentable fort, what should have 
become of him? hee might have beene shot through, ere 
hee were aware, with a fillogifme. 
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No point : evgo, it were wifely done of goodman Boores 
fonne, if he should go to the warres for honor, and returne 
with a wodden legge, when he may buy a Captaineship at 
home better cheape. 

Pumps and Pantofles, becaufe they were well blackt and 
gliftered jolly freshly on it, being rubd over with inke, 
had their grace at length to be Doctour, ea /ege, that they 
should do their acts (that is, performe more than they were 
able). 

Curft be the time that ever there were any obligations 
made with conditions! Unde habeas querit nemo, fed oportet 
habere: howe Dorbell comes to bee doctour none afks, but 
doctour hee muft bee to make him right worshipfull. 

Acts are but idle wordes, and the Scripture faith, wee 
muft give account for every idle word. 

Pumps and Pantofles fweare they will jet away with a 
cleare confcience at the daie of judgement; and therfore 
do no Acts, give no offence with idle words, onelie like a 
hauke let flie at a partridge, that turnes the taile and be- 
takes her to a walnut-tree, fo to Oxford they trudge, 
having their grace ad di/putandum, and there are confirmed 
in the fame degree they tooke at Cambridge: which is, as 
if a Prentife heere in London, as foone as hee is enrould, 
should runne to fome fuch towne as Ipfwich, and there 
crave to have his freedome confirmd as of London; which, 
in truth, is no freedome, becaufe hee hath not ferv’d out 
his prentiship. | 

Truft me not for a dodkin, if there bee not all the doc- 
tourfhip hee hath, yet will the infolent inke-horne worme 
write himfelfe right worfhipfull of the lawes, and perfonate 
this man and that man, calling him my good friend Maifter 


Doétour at every word. 


confuted. 31 


Doétour or no Doétour, Greene Jurfeted not of pickled 
hearing, but of exceeding feare of his Familiar E piflles. 

Hee offred in his extreameft want twentie Shillings to the 
Printer to leave out the matter o of the three brothers, 

laud facile credo; 1 am fure the Printer, beeing of that 
honeftie that I take him for, will not affirme it. 

Marry, this I muft flay: there was a learned Doétour of 
Phificke (to whom Greene in his fickneffe fent for coun- 
faile) that having read over the booke of Velvet- breeches 
and Cloth-breeches, and laughed merrilie at the three 
brothers legend, wild Green in any cafe either to mittigate 
it, or leave it out. Not for any extraordinarie account hee 
made of the fraternitie of fooles, but for one of them was 
proceeded in the fame facultie of phificke he profeft, and 
willinglie hee would have none of that excellent calling ill 
{poken off. 

This was the caufe of the altring of it; the feare of his 
Phifitions difpleafure, and not anie feare elfe. 

I keepe your con/cious minde, with all other odde ends of 
your halfe fac’d Englith, till the full conclufion of my booke, 
where in an honorable Index they thall be placed according 
to their degree and fegnioritie. 

We are to vexe you mightely for plucking Elderton out 
the afhes of his ale, and not letting him injoy his nappy 
Mufe of ballad-making to himfelfe ; but now, when he is 
as dead as dead beere, you muft bee finding fault with 
the brewing of his meeters. 

Hough! Thomas Delone, Phillip Stubs, Robert Armin, 
&c., your father Elderton is abus’d. Revenge! Revenge 
on courfe paper and want of matter that hath moft factrili- 
gioufly contaminated the divine fpirit and quinteffence of 
a penny a quart. 
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Helter! fkelter! feare no colours! courfe him, trounce 
him! one cup of perfect bonaventure licour will infpire you 
with more wit and fchollerfhip than hee hath thruft into 
his whole packet of letters. 

You that bee lookers on, perhaps, imagine I talke like a 
merry man, and not in good earneft, when I fay that 
Eldertons ghoft and Gabriel are at fuch ods: but then you 
know nothing; for there hath beene a monftrous emulation 
twixt Elderton and him time out of mind. Yea, they 
were rivals in riming foure yeare before the great froft. 
Hee expreffely writ againft him, 1580, in his /hort but /harpe 
and learned judgement of Earthquakes. 

Broome boyes and corncutters (or whatfoever trade is 
more contemptible) come not in his way: ftand fortie foote 
from the execution place of his furie; for elfe, in the full 
tide of his ftandifh, he will carrie your occupations hand- 
{mooth out of towne before him, befmeare them, drowne 
them : downe the river they goe przvily to the Ile of Dogges 
with his pamphlets. 

O! it is a peftilent libeller againft beggers : hee meanes 
fhortly to fet foorth a booke cald his Paraphrafe upon 
Paris Garden, wherein he will fo tamper with the inter- 
preter of the Puppits, and betoufe Harry of Tame and 
Great Ned, that Titius fhall not upbraid Caius with everie 
thing and nothing, nor Zoylus anie more flurt Homer, nor 
Therfites fling at Agamemnon. 

Holla! holla! holla! Flurt, fling! what reafty rhetoricke 
have we here? Certes, certes, brother Hoddy-doddy, your 
penne is a coult by cockes body. | 

As touching the libertie of Orators and Poets, I will 
conferre with thee fomewhat gravely, although thou beeft 
a goofe-cappe, and haft no judgement. 
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A libertie they have thou fayft, dt no liberty without 
bounds, no licence without limitation. 

Jefu! what mifter wonders doft thou tell us! every thing 
hath an end, and a pudding hath two. 

Lhat libertie Poets of late in their inveétives have ex- 
ceeded ; they have borne their fword up where it is not law- 
full for a poynado, that is but the page of proweffe, to 
intermeddle 

Thou bringeft in Mother Hubbard for an inftance. Go 
no further, but here confeffe thy felfe a flat nodgcombe 
before all this congregation ; for thou haft dealt by thy 
friend as homely as thou didft by thy father. 

Who publikely accufed, or of late brought Mother Hub- 
bard into queftion, that thou fhouldft by rehearfall re- 
kindle againft him the fparkes of difpleafure that were 
quenched ? 

Forgot he the pure fanguine of his Faery Queene, fayft 
thou ? 

A pure Janguine fot art thou, that in vaine-glory to have 
Spencer known for thy friend, and that thou haft fome in- 
tereft in him, cenfereft him worfe than his deadlieft enemie 
would do. 

If any man were undefervedly toucht in it, thou haft re- 
vived his difgrace, that was fo touch in it, by renaming it 
when it was worn out of all mens mouths and minds. 

Befides, whereas before I thought it a made matter of 
fome malitious moralizers againft him, and no fubftance of 
flaunder in truth, now, when thou (that proclaimeft thy felfe 
the only familiar of his bofome, and therefore fhouldft know 
his fecretes) gives it out in print that he overfhotte himfelfe 
therein, it cannot chufe but be fufpected to be fo indeed. 
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Immortall Spencer! no frailtie hath thy fame but the 
imputation of this Idiots friendfhip: upon an unfpotted 
Pegafus fhould thy gorgeous attired Fayrize Queene ride 
triumphant through all reports dominions, but that this 
mud-born bubble, this bile on the browe of the Univer- 
fitie, this bladder of pride newe blowne, challengeth fome 
intereft in her profperitie. 

Of pitch who hath any ufe at all fhall be abufd by it in 
the end. 

High graffe that florifheth for a feafon on the houfe 
toppe fadeth before the harveft cals for it, and may well 
make a fayre fhewe, but hath no fweetneffe in it. Such is 
this Affe in prefent, this groffe painted image of pride, who 
would faine counterfeite a good witte; but fcornfull pittie, 
his beft patron, knows it becomes him as ill as an unweldy 
elephant to imitate a whelpe in his wantonnes. 

I wote not how it fals out, but his invention is overwea- 
pond: he hath fome good words, but he cannot writhe 
them and toffe them to and fro nimbly, or fo bring them 
about, that hee may make one ftreight thruft at his ene- 
mies face. 

Coldly and dully, zdem per tdem, who cannot indite ? but 
with life and fpirit to limne deadnes it felfe “oc eff oratoris 
proprium. 

L. Lnvectives by favour have beene too bolde, and fatires by 
afurpation too prefumptuous. What pleafure brings this to 
the reader? Jacke of the Falcon in Cambridge can fay as 
much, and give no reafon for it. | 

But I can prompt you with a demonftration wherin in- 
vectives have been too bold. Do you remember what you 
writ in your Item for Earthquakes? of double fact Fanti, 
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changeable camelions, afpen leaves, painted fheathes, and fe- 
pulchers ; affes in lions fRinnes, adunghill cockes, flipperie eeles, 
dormife, &c.? Befides your teftimoniall of Dof&our Perne, 
wherein it pleafed you, of your fingular liberalitie and boun- 
tie, to beftowe upon [him] this beautifull Encomium :-—A 
bufie and dizste head, a brazen forehead, a leaden braine, a 
wodden witte, a copper face, a ftonte breft, a factious and elvifh 
heart, a founder of novelties, a confounder of his owne and 
his friendes good giftes, a morning booke-worme, an after- 
noon malt worme, a right jugler, as full of his fleightes, 
wiles, fetches, cafts of legerdemaine, toyes to mocke apes with- 
all, odde fhifts and knavifh practifes, as his JSkinne can holde. 

Notwithftanding all this, you defie, cut and longtatle that 
can accufe you of any fcandalous part either in word or deed. 

Tully, Horace, Archilochus, Ariftophanes, Lucian, Ju- 
lian, Aretine, go for no paiment with you: their declama- 
tory ftiles, brought to the grand teft of your judgement, 
are found counterfeit ; they are a venemous and viprous brood 
of railers, becaufe they have broght in a new kind of quicke 
fight, which your decrepite flow-moving capacitie cannot 
fadge with. 

Tufh! tufh! you take the grave peake uppon you too 
much : who would think you could fo eafily fhake off your 
olde friendes? Did not you in the fortie one page, line 2, 
your L£pi/tles to Collin Clout ufe this fpeech ? 

Extra jocum, I like your Dreames pafing well; and the 
rather becaufe they favor of that fingular extraordinary 
vaine and tnvention which I ever fancied moft, and in a 
manner admired onely in Lucian, Petrarch, Aretine, Paf- 
guell, 

Dic fodes ; (Godamercie on Dicke Sothis foule, for he 
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was a better dauncer than thou art an enditer, and with his 
legges he made fome muficke; there is none in thy Let- 
ters) anfwere mee briefly, I fay, to the point : have I varied 
one vowell from thy originall text in this allegation? If 
not, I cannot fee how the Doétours may well be reconcild, 
one while commend a man decaufe his writings favour of 
that fingular extraordinarte vaine, which he onely admired 
in Lucian, Petrarch, Aretine, Pafquil, and then in another 
booke afterward to come and call those fngular extraorat- 
narie admired men a venemous and viperous brood of ratlers. 

The auncienter fort of Poets and Oratours fhall plead 
their owne worthineffe. 

Tullie never overreached himfelf in railing fo much as in 
flatterie. His Phillippicks (found phyfick applide to a body 
that could not digeft it) are the things that efpecially com- 
mended him to this art-thriving age of ours; and had not 
thefe beene, hee would certainely have beene fentenced by 
a generall verdit of hiftories for a timerous time-pleafer. 

Who cannot draw a curtaine before a deformed picture ? 
Plautus perfonated no parafite, but he made him a {lave or 
a bondman. 

Fawning and croutching are the naturall geftures of 
feare; and if it bee a vertue for a vaffaile to licke a mans 
fhooes with his tongue, fure it is but borrowed from the 
dogges; and fo is biting too, if it bee accompanied with 
over lowd barking, or in fuch wife as it cannot pinch but 
it muft breake the flesh and drawe bloud. 

Horace, Perfeus, Juvenall, my poore judgment lendeth 
you plentifull allowance of applaufe; yet had you, with 
the Phrygian melodie that ftirreth men up to battaile and 
furie, mixt the Dorian tune, that favoreth mirth and plea- 
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fure, your unfugred pilles (however excellently medicinable) 
would not have beene fo harsh in the fwallowing. So, 
likewife, Archilochus, thou, like the preachers to the Cur- 
tizans in Roome, that expound to them all Lawe and no 
Gofpell, art all gall and no fpleene. Hence came it to 
paffe, that with the mere efficacy of thy incenfed Tainbicks, 
thou mad’ft a man runne and hang himfelfe that had angerd 
thee: 

Thee Ll imbrace, Ariftophanes, not fo much for thy Co- 
meedie of the Clowd, which thou wrotft againft philofophers, 
as for in al other thy inventions thou interfufeft delight 
with reprehenfion. 

Lucian, Julian, Aretine, all three admirably bleft in the 
abundant giftes of art and nature; yet Religion, which 
you fought to ruinate, hath ruinated your good names, and 
the oppofing of your eyes againft the bright funne hath 
caufd the worlde to condemne your fight in all other thinges. 
I proteft, were you ought elfe but abhominable Atheiftes, 
I would obftinately defend you, onely becaufe Laureate 
Gabriell articles againft you. 

This I will juftifie againft any Dromidote Ergonift what- 
soever: there is no other unlafcivious ufe or end of poetry, 
but to infamize vice and magnifie vertue ; and that if they 
afsemble all the examples of verfe-founders from Homer 
to Hugh Copland, they shall not find anie of them but 
hath encountred with the generall abufes of the times, 

Whatfoever harpeth not of one of thefe two {trings of 
praife and reproofe, is as it were a Dirige in prickfong with- 
out anie dittie fet to it, that haply may tickle the eare, but 
never edifies. 

In the Romaine common-wealths it was lawful! for Poets 
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to reprove that enormitie in the higheft chairs of authoritie, 
which none elfe durft touch, alwaies the facred majettie of 
their Auguftus kept inviolate: for that was a plannet ex- 
alted above their Hexameter horizon, and it was capitall 
to them in the higheft degree to difpute of his fetting and 
rifing, or fearch inquifitively into his predominance and 
influence. 

The fecrets of God muft not be fearcht into. Kings are 
gods on earth: their aétions muft not be founded by their 
fubjects. 

Seneca, Neroes tutor, founde his death in no verfe but 
Octavia. Imperious Lucan fprinkled but one drop of 
bloud on his imperiall chayre, and perifht by him alfo. 

Ovid once faw Auguftus in a place where he would not 
have beene feene: he was exilde prefently to thofe coun- 
tries no happy man heares of. 

Long might hee, in a blinde Metamorphofis, have playd 
uppon all the wenches in Roome, and regiftred their privie 
fcapes, upbraided inhofpitalitie with the fable of Licaon; 
alluded to fome ambodexter lawyer under the ftorie of 
Battus ; have defcribed a noted unthrift, whofe fubftance 
hawkes and hounds have devoured, in the tale of Acteon, 
that was eaten up by his owne dogges ; mockt alcumiftes 
with Midas; picturde inamaratos under Narciffus; and 
shrouded a picked effeminate carpet knight under the 
fictionate perfon of Hermophroditus; with a thoufand 
more fuch unexileable over-thwart merrimentes, if luft had 
not led him beyond the profpect of his birth, or hee feene 
a meaner man finning than an Emperour. 

Sancta Maria, ora pro nobis! how hath my pen loft 
it felfe in a croude of Poets! 
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Gaffer Jobbernoule, once more well over-taken: how 
doft thou? how doft thou? Holde up thy heade, man: 
take no care ; though Greene be dead, yet I may live to 
doe thee good. 

But dy the meanes of his death thou art deprived of the 
remedte tn lawe, which thou intended ft to have againfe him, 
Jor calling thy father Ropemaker. Mas! thats trucsawhat 
action will it beare? Mzhz/ pro nthilo; none in law. What 
will it do upon the ftage? Cannot tell ; for there a man 
maye make action befides his part, when he hath nothing 
at all to fay ; and if there, it is but a clownish action that 
it will beare; for what can bee made of a Ropemaker 
more than a Clowne? Will Kempe, I miftruft it will fall 
to thy lot for a merriment, one of thefe dayes. 

In short tearmes, thus I demur upon thy long Kentish- 
tayld declaration againft Greene. 

Hee inherited more vertues than vices: a jolly long red 
peake, like the fpire of a fteeple, hee cherisht continually, 
without cutting, whereat a man might hang a jewell, it 
was fo sharpe and pendant. 

Why should art anfwer for the infirmities of maners? 
Hee had his faultes, and thou thy follyes. 

Debt and deadly finne who is not fubject to? With 
any notorious crime I never knew him tainted (and yet 
tainting is no infamous furgerie for him that hath beene in 
fo many hote fkirmifhes). 

A good fellowe hee was, and would have drunke with 
thee for more angels then the Lord thou libeldft on gave 
thee in Chrifis Colledge; and in one yeare he pift as much 
again{t the walles, as thou and thy two brothers fpent in 
three. 
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In a night and a day would he have yarkt up a pamphlet 
as well as in feaven yeare, and glad was that Printer that 
might be fo bleft to pay him deare for the very dregs of 
his wit. 

Hee made no account of winning credite by his workes, 
as thou doft, that doft no good workes, but thinkes to bee 
famofed by a ftrong faith of thine owne worthines : his 
onely care was to have a fpel in his purfe, to conjure up a 
cood cup of wine with at all times. 

For the lowfie circumftance of his poverty before his 
death, and fending that miferable writte to his wife, it can- 
not be but thou lyeft, learned Gabriell. 

I and one of my fellowes, Will Monox (haft thou never 
heard of him and his great dagger ?) were in company with 
him a month before he died, at that fatall banquet of 
Rhenish wine and pickled hearing (if thou wilt needs have 
it fo) and then the inventorie of his apparrell came to more 
than three fhillings (though thou faift the contrarie). I 
know a Broker, in a fpruce leather jerkin with a great num- 
ber of golde rings on his fingers, and a bunch of keies at 
his girdle, fhall give you thirty fhillings for the doublet 
alone, if you can helpe him to it. Harke in your eare: hee 
had a very faire cloake with fleeves, of a grave goofe turd 
greene: it would ferve you as fine as may bee. No more 
words if you bee wife: play the good husband, and liften 
after it: you may buy it ten fhillinges better cheape than 
it cofthim. By S. Silver, it is good to bee circumfpect in 
caftinge for the worlde; there’s a great many ropes go to 
ten fhillings. If you want a greafy paire of filke ftockings 
alfo, to fhew your felfe at the court, they are to be had too 
amoneg{t his moveables. /rd/tra fit per plura quod frert 
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poteft per pauciora : it is pollicie to take a rich penniworth 
whiles it is offred. 

Alas! even his fellow writer, that proper young man, al- 
moft fcornes to cope with thee, thou art fuch a crow troden 
affe : doft thou zz fome refpects wifh him well and {pare his 
name ? in fome refpects fo doth hee with thee well: (hoc 
eft, to be as well knowne for a foole as my Lord Welles) 
and promifeth by me to talke very fparingly of thy praife. 
For thy name, he will not ftoupe to plucke it out of the 
mire, and put it in his mouth. 

By this bleffed cuppe of facke which I now holde in my 
hand, and drinke to the health of all Chriften foules in, 
thou art a puiffant epitapher. 

Yea? thy Mufes foot of the twelves, old Long Meg of 
Weftminfter! Then, I trow, thou wilt ftride over Greenes 
grave and not f{tumble: if you doe, wee fhall come to your 
taking up. 

LETTER: 
flere lies the man whom Miftris Lfam cround with bays, 
She that joyed to heare her nighingales fweete layes. 


COMMENT. 


Here, Miftris Ifam, Gabriel flouts thy bays: 
Scratch out his eyes that printeth thy difpraife. 


She! fhe will fcratch, and like a fcritching night-owle 
come and make a difmal noife under thy chamber windowe, 
for deriding her fo duntftically. A bigge fat lufty wench 
it is, that hath an arme like an Amazon, and will bang the 
abhominationly, if ever fhee catch thee in her quarters, “At 
is not your Poet garifh, and your Sorchorfe of the parish 
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that fhall redeeme you from her fingers, but fhee will make 
actuall proofe of you, according as you defire of God in the 
under-following lines. 

The next weeke, Maifter Bird (if his inke-pot have a 
cleare current) hee will have at you with a cap-cafe full of 
French occurrences; that is, fhape you a meffe of newes 
out of the fecond courfe of his conceit, as his brother is faid 
out of the fabulous abundance of his braine to have in- 
vented the newes out of Calabria (John Doletas prophefie 
of flying dragons, commets, earthquakes and inundations). 

I am fure it is not yet worne out of mens fcorn, for every 
miller made a comment of it, and not an oyfter wife but 
mockt it. 

When that fly-boat of Frenchery is once launcht, your 
trencher attendant, Gamaliel Hobgoblin, intends to tickle 
up a treatife of the barly kurnell, which you fet in your 
garden, out of which there fprung (as you avouched) twelve 
feverall eares of corne at one time. 

Redoubted Parma was never fo matcht if he kindle the 
match of his meeterdome, and let drive at him with a vol- 
ley of verfes. Let not his principalitie truft too much to it, 
becaufe his name is Latin for a fhield, for Poet Hobbinoll, 
having a gallant wit and a brazen penne, will honourably 
bethinke him, and even ambitioufty frame his file to a noble 
emulation of Livie, Homer, and the divineft [pirites of all 
ages, as hee hath done to the emulation of Tullie heereto- 
fore, when he compiled a pamphlet called Czceronzs Con/fo- 
latio ad Dolobellam, and publifht it as a newe part of 
Tullie, which had bin hidde in a wall a thoufand and odde 
yeares, and was found out by him before it ever ‘found 
beeing. 
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The circumftance was this: going downe the water at 
Cambridge one fummer evening, and afking certaine quef- 
tions of the Eccho at Barnewell wall (as the manner is, 
pafling by) holding her very narrowly to the poynt, fhe 
revealed unto him what a treafure thee had hidden amonett 
her ftores, namely, this new part of Gadrtelis Ciceronis con- 
Jolatio ad Dolobellam ; and though fhe was verie loath to 
difclofe it, yet becaufe fhee knewe not how foone God 
might call her, védelicet, how fodainely fhee might fall, to 
difcharge her confcience before her death, fhee would deli- 
ver it up as freely unto him as ever it was hers: come and 
digge for it, he fhoulde have it. Never more clad was fhee 
in her life, that fince fhee muft needes furrender it to the 
light, fhe had chaunft upon fuch a Cardinall Corrigidore of 
incongruitie, and Tullies next and immediate fucceffour, 
under Carre, to whofe carefull repolifhing she might com- 
mit it. 

Keepe it, quoth shee. | 

No; if it were a booke of golde it is THINE: reade it, 
new print it, dedicate it from thy gallery at Trinitie Hall 
to whom thou wilt. 

Whether he ufde a fpade or a mattocke for the unbury- 
inge of it I know not, but extant it is, and of a hundred I 
have heard that it is his. 

O Gabriell! if thou haft any manhood in thy ftarcht 
peake, looke upon me and weepe not. 

From this day forward shall a whole armie of boies come 
wondring about thee, as thou goeft in the ftreet and cry 
Kullaloo, kullaloo, with a whup hoo! there goes theta peo! 
Tully! tih he he! fteale Tully, fteale Tully! Away with 
the affe in the lions fkinne! 
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Nay, but in fadneffe, is it nota finfull thing for a fcholler 
and a Chriftian to turne Tully? A Turke would never 
doe it. 

Be counfaild in thy calamitie ; write no more Con/olatios 
ad Dolabellam, but Confolatio ad Dottorem Gabrielem: thy 
felfe comfort thy felfe, and learn to make a vertue of 
contempt. 

Ad ruentem parietem ne inclina is a proverbe which would 
have prevented allthis, if thou couldft have fuffered thy 
felfe to have beene directed by it: for, firft and formoft, 
hadft not thou ftept forth to underprop the ruinous wall of 
thy brothers reputation, I had never medled with thee: if 
thou hadft not leand too much to an olde wall, when thou 
pluckft Tullie out of a wall, the damnation of this jeft had 
bin yet unbegotten. 

He that hath borne faile in two tempefts of fhame makes 
a fport of fhippe-wracke of good name ever after. 

The wall of the welfare of Fraunce that is ftarted from 
her king, her true foundation, thy writinges, (more wretched 
than France) would faine cleave unto, if they could tell 
how, and count it a felicity to have the oportunitie of So 
herowcall an argument. 

God helpe Alexander, if hee have no other Poet to em- 
blazon his atchievements but Cherillus. 

High refolved Earle of Effex, and vertuous Sir John 
Norris, Englands champions, envied tranquillities con- 
fidence, unworthy are your adventures Iliades to bee re- 
ported by fuch a ragged rude as the jarring pipe of this 
Batillus. The Portugals and Frenchmens feare will lend 
your honors richer ornaments than his low-flighted’ affec- 
tion (fortunes fummer follower) can frame them. 
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The feale that I have fet to your vertues be filence: the 
argument of prayfe is unauthorized in any mans mouth 
but olde age. 

When the better parte of youthes fervence is boyld away, 
and that the fhowres of many forrowes have feafoned our 
greene heads with experience, with the wither-fac’d weather- 
beaten mariner that talks quaking and fhudderingly of a 
{torme that hee hath newly toyld through, our wordes will 
bee written in our vifage. 

Even as the funne, fo no fcience fhines in his compleat 
glory till it be ready to decline. 

Thefe be the conclufions, that gray haires prune and cut 
downe the profperitie of yong Viedtesewith as Maltgaseit 
afpires; but let the feare oake looke himfelfe in the elaffe 
of truth, and he fhall find that Methufalems bleffing is 
imbecillitie, beftowed on any creature but the Foxe, who 
never is a right Foxe till he be ripe for the dunghill. 

If my ftile holde on this fober mules pace but a fheete 
or two further, I fhall have a long beard, lyke an Irith 
mantle, droppe out of my mouth before I be aware. 

Marry, God forfend! for at no hand can I endure to 
have my cheeks muffled up in furre, like a Mufcovian, or 
weare any of this Welch freeze on my face. 

O! it is a miferable thing to dreffe haire like towe twixt 
a mans teeth, when one cannot drinke but hee muft thruft 
a great fponge into the cup, and fo cleanfe his coole por- 
ridge, as it were, through a ftrayner ere it comes to his 
lippes. 

This fecond Epiftle I have faid prettily well too: I 
thinke we were beft begin THIRDLY WHEREAS, for feare a 
volume fteale upon us unlookt for. 
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THE ARRAINMENT AND EXECUTION OF THE THIRD 
iE ei 


To every Reader favourably or indifferently affected. 
Text, ftand to the Barre. Peace there belowe! 


Albeit for thefe twelve or thirteene yeares no man hath beene 
more loath, or more fcrupulous than my Jelfe, ete. 


The body of mee! hee begins like a proclamation. 
Sufficeth it wee knowe you, your minde, though you say 
no more. 

Is not this your drift? You would have the worlde 
fuppofe you were urgde to that which proceeded of your 
owne good nature: like fome that will feeme to bee in- 
treated to take a high place of preferment uppon them, 
which privilie before they have prayde and payde for, and 
put all their ftrength to clymbe up to. 

You would foift in zon caufam pro caufa, have it thought 
your flight from your olde companions, obfcuritie and 
filence, was onely, with A‘neas, to carry your father on 
your backe through the fire of flaunder, and by that shift, 
with the false plea of patience, unjuftly driven from his 
kingdome, filch a way the harts of the Queenes liege 
people! 

The backe of thofe creple excufes I have broke in the 
beginning of my booke: if you have anie new infringe- . 
ment to deftitute the inditement of forgerie that I bring 
again{t you, fo it is. 
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Heere enters Arguimentum a tefitmonio humano, like 
Tamberlaine drawne in a chariot by foure Kings. 


iS THAT IN MY YOUTH FLATTERD NOT MY SELFE WITH 
THE EXCEEDING COMMENDATION OFS THE 
GREATEST SCHOLLER IN VLE 
VOID) Bit Ge 


lle ego qui quondam gracili modulatus avena, 


Ah, neighbourhood, neighbourhood! dead and buried 
art thou with Robinhood: a poore creature here js faine 
to commend himfelfe, for want of friendes to {peake for 
him, 

Not the leaft, but the greateft fchollers in the world 
have not onely, but exceedingly fedde him fat in his 
humor of Braggadochio Glorio/fo. 


Yea, Spencer him hath often Homer tearind, 
And Mounfier Bodkin vow'd as much as he- 
Yet cares not Nashe for him a halfepeny. 


Lamentable! lamentable! that an indifferent, untoward 
civill lawyer, who hath read Plutarch de utilitate capienda 
ab inimicis, and can talke of Titius and Sempronius, 
should be no more fet by, but /e¢ oy, thruft afide, while his 
betters carry the bredth of the ftreet before them. 

Mifery will humble the haughtieft heart in the world. 
flabemus reum confitentem: he confeffeth himfelf a finner 
in unsufficiency ; yet, for all that the adverfitie of univerfall 
obloquy hath laide a heavie hand on him, ftill he retaineth 
(like concealed land) fome part of his proud mind in a 
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beggars purfe, fcorneth to fay Fortune my foe, or afke a 
good word for Gods fake of anie man. 

In the plainneffe of his puft up nature he will defie any 
man that dare accufe him of that he is. 

Why, why zfractiffime Prfilepragmos, though you were 
yong in yeares, frefh in courage, greene Mm inexperience, and 
over-weaning in conceipt (we will refufe nothing that you 
give us) when you privately wrote the letters that afterward 
(by no other but ‘your felfe) were publiquely divulged, yet 
when the bladder is burft that held you up fwimming in 
felfe love, you muft not be difcontented though you fink. 

I have toucht the ulcer of your Oratourfhip in requiting 
the nick-name of Zhe Devils Oratour. An ulcer you may 
well chriften it, as an ulcer is a fwelling, for it was a fwell- 
ing of ambition, no wzodeft petition of anie merit of yours 
that did craves. 

The olde Foxe, Doctour Perne throughly difcovered you 
for a yoong foppe, or elfe halfe a word of our high Chaun- 
celors commendation had ftood with him inviolable as an 
At of Parliament. 

Great men, in writing to thofe they are acquainted with, 
have privie watch-words of denyal, even in the higheft de- 
eree of praifing: they have many followers whofe dutifull 
fervice muft not bee difgrac’d with a bitter repulfe in anie 
fuite, though unlawfull. 

It may bee, fome of thefe long defervers of his followers 
labourd him for thee: hee, like Argus, having eyes that 
pierce into all eftates, faw thee when thou wert unfeene of: 
thy felfe, and knowing thee to bee unworthy of any place 
of worth, would not difcountenance his men in fo fmal 
matter, but writ for thee very vehemently outwardly, when 


CON futcd. 49 


the foule of his letter (into which thy fhallowe braine could 
not defcend) included thy utter miflike. 

Yong bloud ts hot, youth hafiie, tigenuttie open, abufe t11- 
patient, choller ftomachous, temptations buhe. Ina word, the 
gentleman was vext, and cutte his bridle for verie anger. 

the tickling and ftirring invective vaine, the puffing and 
Swelling fatiricall fpirit came upon him, as it’came on 
Coppinger and Athington when they mounted into the 
peafe-cart in Cheape-fide and preacht. Needes hee muft 
caft up certaine crude humours of English hexameter 
verfes that lay uppon his ftomacke: a nobleman {tood in 
the way, as he was vomiting, and from top. to toe he all to 
berayd him with Tu/cani/ime. 

The mappe of Cambridge lay not farre off when he was 
in the depth of his drudgery, fome part of the excrements 
of his anger felle upon it: poore Doétour Pernes picture 
{tood in a corner of that mappe, and by the mifdemeanour 
of his mouth it was cleane defac’d. 

Signior Immerito (fo called becaufe he was and ts his 
Jriend undefervedly) was counterfeitly brought in to play a 
part in that his Enterlude of Epiftles that was hift at, 
thinking his very name (as the name of Ned Allen on the 
common ftage) was able to make an ill matter good. 

I durft on my credit undertake Spencer was no way 
privie to the committing of them to the print—committing 
I may well call it, for in my opinion G. H. fhould not 
have reapt fo much difcredite by beeing committed to 
Newgate, as by committing that misbeleeving profe to the 
preffe. 

I have ufually feen uncircumcifed doltage have the porch 
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of his Paynim pilfries very hugely peftred with praifes. 
Hay gee (Gentlemen) comes in with his Plowmans whiftle 
in prayfe of Peter Scurfe the penne-man, and TZurlery 
Ginkes, in a light foote jigge, libels in commendation of 
little witte verie loftily ; but for an author to renounce his 
Chriftendome to write in his owne commendation, to refufe 
the name which his godfathers and godmothers gave him 
in his baptifme, and call himfelfe a welwz2ller to both the 
writers, when hee is the onely writer himfelfe, with what 
face do you thinke he can aunfwere it at the day of judge- 
ment? Eff in te facies funt apti lufibus anni: Gabriell, 
thou canft play at faft and loofe as well as anie man in 
England. . 

I will not lye and backbite thee as thou haft done mee, 
but are not thefe thy wordes Zo dhe curteous Buyer ? 

Shew me, or Immerito, two Englifh letters in print m all 
pointes equall to thefe, both for the matter it felfe, and alfo 
for the manner of handling, and fay wee never faw good 
Englifh in our lives. 

Againe. J efteeme them for two of the rareft and fineft 
treaties, as well for ingenuous devifing, as fignificant utter- 
ing and cleanly conveying of his matter, that ever I read in 
this tongue; and I hartily thank God for befiowing upon us 
fuch proper and able men with their penne. 

You muft conceit, hee was his chamber-fellowe Welwil- 
lers cloke when he fpake this: the white-liverd flave was 
modeft, and had not the hart to fay fo much in his owne 
perfon, but he muft put on the vizard of an undtfcreete 
friend. 

It is not worth the rehearfal: he /cribled it in jeaft for 
exercife of his fpecch and flile, &c., and it was the finifler hap 
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of thofe unfortuuate letters to be derided and fcoit at 
throughout the whole realme. 

Lhe fharpeft part of them were read over at Counfell 
fable, and he referd over to the Fleet, to beare his old 
verfe-fellow IZ, Valanger company. 

Lhere was no remedie for it but melancholy patience. 

A recantation he was glad to make by way of articles or 
pofitions, which hee moderates with a milder name of an 
Apologie, and that recantation purchaft his libertie. Where- 
fore in gratefull lieu of the benefit he receiv’d by it (al- 
though he hath hitherto unworthily fuppreft it) yet he meanes 
to take occafion by this extraordinary provocation to publifh 
vt, with not fo few as fortic fuch Academicall exercifes, and 
Jundrie other politike difcourfes. 

And I deeme he will be as good as his word, for ever yet 
it hath beene his wont, if he writ but a letter to any friend 
of his in the way of thanks for the potte of butter, gammon 
of bacon, or cheefe that he fent to him, {traight to give 
copies of it abroad in the world, and propound it to yong 
gentlemen he came in company with, as a more neceffary 
and refined methode of familiar Epiftles than the Englith 
tongue hath hitherto been privy to. 

Lord! that men fhould be fo malitioufly bent to frame a 
matter of fome thing: he takes a pleafureable delight to 
behave himfelf fo that he may be laught at: how would 
you prate and infult, if you but knewe as much by him, as 
he knows by himfelfe! 

Nafhe, do thy worft: the three brothers bid a fico for 
thee : difcommend thou them never fo much, they will pal- 
pably praife, and fo confequently difpraife, themfelves more 
in one booke they fet foorth, than thou canft difparage 
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them in tenne: yea, rather than faile, Maifter Bird fhall 
leave coppying out letters of newes, and meeter it mif- 
chievoufly in maintenance of their fcurrilitifhip and ruditie. 

Three to one, par ma foy, is oddes: not one of them 
writes an Almanacke, but hee reckons up all his brothers. 

Bee it fpoken heere in private, Mu/fa Richardetti fra- 
trizat fat bene pretty: the Mufe of Dappert Dickie doth 
fing as fweete as a cricket. 

Nofti manum et ftilum, Gabriel? it is thine owne verfe 
in 4tdes Valdinenfes, all fave the inferting of pretty inftead 
of certé, for rimes fake. 

Had phyfition John liv’d, or not dyde, a little afore Dog- 
dayes, a finode of pifpots would have concluded that Pzerce 
Penneleffe fhould be confounded without reprive. 

The Spanyards called their invafive fleete againft Eng- 
land the Navie Invincible, yet it was overcome. Lowe 
fhrubbes have outlivd high cedars: one true man 1s 
{tronger than two theeves. Gabriell and Richard, I pro- 
claime open warres with you. March on, Focus, Ludus, 
Lepos, my valiaunt men at armes ! and forrage the frontiers 
of his Fanta/ticallitie as you have begun. 

Tubalean, alias Tuball, firft founder of Farrier’s Hall, 
heere is a great complaint made, that wtriu/que Academie 
Robertus Greene hath mockt thee, becaufe hee faid, that 
thou wert the firft inventer of muficke: fo Gabriell How- 
liclaffe was the firft inventer of Englifh hexameter verfes. 
Ouid refpondes ? Canft thou brooke it, yeaorno? Isit any 
treafon to thy well tuned hammers to fay they begat fo re- 
nowmed a childe as muficke? Neither thy hammers nor 
thou, I know, if they were put to their booke oaths, will 
everaays ie 
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The hexamiter verfe, I graunt to bea gentleman of an 
auncient houfe (fo is many an Englifh begger), yet this 
clyme of ours hee cannot thrive in: our {peech is too 
craggy for him to fet his plough in: hee goes twitching and 
hopping in our language like a man running upon quag- 
miers, up the hill in one fyllable, and downe the dale in an- 
other, retaining no part of that {tately fmooth gate, which 
he vaunts himfelfe with amongft the Greeks and Latins. 

ftomer and Virgil, two valorous authors, yet were they 
never knighted: they wrote in hexameter verfes: ergo, 
Chaucer and Spencer, the Homer and Virgil of England, 
were farre overfeene that they wrote not all their poems in 
hexamiter verfes alfo. 

In many countries velvet and fatten is a commoner 
weare than cloth among us: ergo, wee muft leave wearing 
cloth, and goe everie one in velvet and fatten, becaufe other 
countries ufe fo. 

The text will not beare it, good Gileilis Hobberdchoy. 

Our Englifh tongue is nothing too good, but too bad zo 
wmitate the Greeke and Latine. 

Mafter Stannyhurft (though otherwife learned) trod a 
foule lumbring boyftrous wallowing meafure in his tranfla- 
tion of Virgil. He had never been praifd by Gabriel for 
his labour, if therein hee had not bin fo famoufly abfurd. 

Greene for difpraifing his practife in that kinde, is the 
Greene Maifter of the blacke Art, the founder of ugly 
oathes, the father of misbegotten Infortunatus, the fcri- 
vener of Croffebiters, the Patriark of Shifters. orc. lhe 
monarch of Croffebiters, the wretched fellowe Prince of 
Beggars : Emperour of Shifters hee had called him before ; 
but like a drunken man, that remembers not in the morn- 
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ing what he fpeakes over night, ftill he fetcheth metaphors 
from conny-catchers, and doth nothing but Zorment us with 
tautologtes. 

Why thou arrant butter whore, thou cotqueane and 
fcrattop of fcoldes! wilt thou never leave afflicting a dead 
carcaffe ? continually read the rethorick lecture of Ramme 
Allie? Wifpe, a wifpe, a wifpe! rippe, rippe, you kitchin- 
ftuffe wrangler ! 

Wert thou put ‘in the Fleete for pamphleting ? Bedlem 
were a meeter place for thee. Be not afhamd of your pro- 
motion: they did you honor that faid you were Fleete- 
bound, for men of honor have failde in that Fleete. 

Walt paper made thee betake thy felfe to Lzmbo Pa- 
trum: had it beene a booke that was vendible, the opproby 
had beene the leffe; but for Chandlers merchandize to be 
fo maffacred, for fheets that ferve for nothing but to wrap 
the excrements of hufwiverie in, Prok Deum ! what a fpite 
is it. I have feene your name cutte with a knife in a wall 
of the Fleet, I, when I went to vifit a friend of mine there. 

Let Maifter Butler of Cambridge, his teftimoniall and 
this controverfie, who at that time that thy joyes were in 
the Fleeting, and thou crying For the Lords fake! out at 
an iron windowe in the lane not farre from Ludgate hill, 
queftiond fome of his companions very inquifitivelie that 
were newly come from London, what novelties they brought 
home with them ? amongft the reft, he broke into this hexa- 
miter interrogatorie very abruptlie, 


But ah! what newes do you heare of that good Gabriel 
huffe fnuffe, | 


Knowne to the world for a foole, and clapt in the-Fleete 
for a Rimer? 
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littrue, Gibraltar? Have I found you? It was not 
without foundation that you burft into that magnificall in- 
fultation.—I THAT IN MY YOUTH FLATTERD NOT MY 
SELFE, ctc.,—for M. Butler, for a phifition being none of 
the leaft {chollers, hath commended you exceedingly for a 
foole and a Rimer. He that threatned to conjure up Martins 
wet hath written fome thing, too, in your praife in Pap- 
hatchet: for all you accufe him to have covertlie incenft 
the Earle of Oxford againtft you. Marke him well: hee is 
but a little fellow, but hee hath one of the beft wits in 
England. Should hee take thee in hand againe (as he 
flieth from fuch inferiour concertation), I prophecie that 
there would more gentle Readers die of a merrie mortality, 
ingendred by the eternall jefts he would maule thee with, 
than there have done of this laft infeGtion. J my felfe, 
that injoy but a mite of wit in comparifon of his talent, 
in pure affection to my native country, make my ftile carry 
a preffe faile,am fain to cut off half the ftreame of thy 
fport-breeding confufion, for feare it fhoulde caufe a ge- 
nerall hicket throughout England. 

Greene, I can fpare thy revenge no more roome in this 
booke: thou haft phifition John with thee ; cope thou with 
him, and let me alone with the Civilian and Devine, whom, 
if I live, I will fo unceffantly haunt, that to avoid the hot 
chafe of my fierie quill, they fhalbe conftraind to enfeonce 
themfelves in an olde urinall cafe that their brother left 
behind him. Yet, ere I bid thee good night, receive fome 
notes as touching his phificallity deceafed. He had fits 
grace to be Doctor ere he died. As time may worke all 
things. lx Norfolke where hee pracitfed, he was reputed a 
Proper toward man ata medicine for the toothake, and one 
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of the frilfulleft Phiftions, in cafting the heavens water, 
that ever came there. 

How well beloved of the chiefeft gentlemen (and gentle- 
aomen efpecially) in that shire, it is incredible to bee fpoken. 
Aftra petit difertus: hee is gone to heaven to write more 
aftrologicall difcourfes: his brothers live to inherite his 
olde gownes, and remember his notable fayings, amonett 
the which was one Vale Galene! farewell, mine owne deare 
Gabriell! Valete humane artes! heart and good will, but 
never a ragge of money. 

Tunc tua res agitur partes cum proximus ardet. 

Cloth-breeches houfe is burnt, and the flame goes a 
feafting to Pierce Pennileffe houfe next. 

Never til now, Gregory Habberdine, went thy foure let- 
ters up Holburne, up Tiburne, to hanging. 

Gentlemen, by that which hath been already laid open, 
I doe not doubt but you are unwaveringly refolved, this 
undigefted chaos of Doctourfhip, and greedy pothunter 
after applaufe, is an apparent Publican and finner, a felf- 
love furfetted fot, a broken-winded galdbacke jade, that 
hath borne up his head in his time, but now is quite 
foundred and tired; a fcholler in nothing but the fcum of 
fchollerthip, a ftale foker at Tullies Offices, the droane of 
droanes, and maifter drumble-bee of non proficients. What 
hath he wrote but hath had a wofull end? When did he 
difpute but hee duld all his auditorie? His Poetry more 
fpiritleffe than fmall beere, his Oratory arts baftard, not 
able to make a man ravifhingly weepe that hath an onion | 
at his eye. In Latin, like a loufe, he hath manie legges, 
many lockes fleec’d from Tullie, to carry away and: cloath 
a little body of matter; but yet hee moves but flowly, is 
apparaild verie poorely. 
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In English, ice is not fo cold, yet on the ice of ignorance 
will he flide. No wife man pittie him that perifheth fo 
wilfully. 

Judge the world, judge the higheft Courts of Appeale 
from the mifcarried worlds judgement (Cambridge and 
Oxford) wherein I have trefpaffed in Pierce Pennileffe, that 
hee fhould talke of guafhing of teeth, yong Phaetons, yong 
Lear, yong Chorebi, young Babingtons. 

Never was I in earneft, til thus he twitted me with the 
comparifon of a traitour. 

Babington, high was thy birth; I a bondflave of fortune 
in comparifon of thee: thy fall greater than Phaetons, thy 
offence as heynous as Judaffes. May never more fuch 
foule feeds of offence be fowne in fo faire a fhape! May 
they be markt alwayes to mifchiefe that meane as thou 
didft! The braunches of thy ftocke remaines yet unblafted 
with anie difobedience. God forbid that our forheades 
fhould ever be blotted with our forefathers mifdemeanours ! 
Die, ill deeds, with your ungratious ill dooers! The living 
have no portion with the dead: hell once paid his due, 
heaven gates are open to fucceeding pofteritie. 

Prate of Prerce Penneleffe and his paltrie as long as thou 
wilt : I will play at put-pinne with thee for all that thou 
art woorth, but of thy betters gette thee a better difcourfing 
penne before thou defcantes of, 

L. Greenes inwardeft companion pinched with want, vered 
with difcredtt, tormented with other mens felicitie, and over- 
whelmed with his own miferte, in a raving and frantike 
moode, moft defperately exhibiteth a Supplication to the 
Devill. 

C. Heerein thou thinkeft thou haft won the fpurs from 
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all writers, but God and Dame Fiétion know thou art farre 
wide of thy ayme ; for neither was I Greenes companion 
any more than a carowfe or two, nor pincht with any un- 
gentleman-like want when I invented Pierce’ Penniletie 

Pauper non eft cui rerum Juppetit ufus: only the difcon- 
tented meditation of learning, generall 
valued, and her profeffors fet at naught and difhartened, 
caufed mee to handle that plaintife fubject more ferioutly. 

Vert with difcredit (Gabriel) I never was, as thou haft 
beene ever fince familiaritas peperit contemptum, thy fami- 
liar epiftles brought thee into contempt. 

Though I have been pincht with want (as who is not one 
time or another, Pierce Pennileffe) yet my Mufe never wept 
for want of maintenance as thine did in Mufarum La- 
chrime, that was miferably flouted at in M. Winkfields 
comeedie of Pedantius in Trinitie Colledge. 

How am I éormented with other mens felicitie, otherwife 
than faying I know a cobler that was worth five hundred 
pound, an hoftler that had built a goodly inne, and might 
difpend forty pound yearely by his land, a carman that 
had whipt a thoufand pound out of his horfe taile: if I had 
likewife reckond up a ropemaker, that by tormenting of 
hempe, and going backward (which the Devill would nere 
doe) had turnd as many mill fixpences over the thumbe, as 
kept three of his fonnes at Cambridge a long time; and 
that which is more, three proud fonnes, that when they 
met the hangman (their fathers beft chapman) would fearfe 
put of their hats to him, why, then thou fhouldft have had 
fome colour of quarell: thy accufation might juftly have 
enterd his title pro aris et focis, whereas now it is frivolous 
and forceleffe. 

The fharpeft wits, I perceive, have none of ‘the beft me- 
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mories: if they had, thou wouldft nere have toucht mee 
with tormenting my felfe with other mens felicitie, for how 
didft thou torment thyfelfe with other mens felicitie when 
in the 28 page of thy firft tome of Epiftles thou exclaimft, 
that zz no age fo little was Jo much made of, nothing ad- 
vaunft to be fomething, numbers made of ciphars : that is, by 
interpretation, all thofe that were advaunft either in the 
Court or Commonwealth at that time, had fo little to com- 
mend them, nothing in account worthy of preferment, but 
were meere meacocks and ciphars in comparifon of thy ex- 
cellent out-caft felfe that liv’dft in Cambridge unmounted. 

Hang thee, hang thee! thou common coofener of curte- 
ous readers, thou groffe fhifter for fhitten tapfterly jefts, 
have imitated Tarltons Play of the Seaven Deadly Sinnes 
in my plot of Pierce Penileffe ? Whom haft thou not imi- 
tated then in the courfe of thy booke? Thou haft borrowed 
above twenty phrafes and epithites from mee, which in 
fober fadneffe thou makft ufe of as thy owne, when thou 
wouldft exhort more effectuallfy]. 

Is it lawfull but for one preacher to preach of the ten 
commandements? Hath none writ of the five fenfes but 
Ariftotle ? Was finne fo utterly abolifhed with Tarltons 
Play of the feven deadly fins, that ther could be nothing 
faid /upra of that argument ? 

Canft thou exemplifie unto mee (thou impotent moate- 
catching carper) one minnum of the particular device of his 
Play that I purloind? There be manie men of one name 
that are nothing a kindred. Is there any further diftribu- 
tion of fins, not fhadowed under thefe 7 large {preading 
branches of iniquity, on which a man may worke and not 
tread on Tarltons heeles? If not, what blemith is it to 
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Pierce Pennileffe to begin where the Stage doth ende, to 
build vertue a church on that foundation that the Devill 
built his chappell ? 

Gabriell, if there be anie witte or induftrie in thee, now I 
will dare it to the uttermoft: write of what thou wilt, in 
what language thou wilt, and I will confute it and anfwere 
it. Take truths part, and I wil prove truth to be no truth, 
marching out of thy dung-voiding mouth. 

Divinitie I except, which admits no dalliance; but in 
any other art or profeffion, of which I am not yet free, and 
thou thalt challenge me to the maiftries in, Ile bind my 
felfe prentife too, and ftudie throughly, though it never 
{tand me in any other ftead, while I liue, but to make one 
reply, only becaufe I wil have the laft word of thee. 

I would count it the greateft punifhment that zz /peech 
could lay upon mee, to be bound to ftudie the Danifh 
tongue, which is able to make any Englifhman have the 
mumpes in his mouth, that fhall but plunge through one 
full point of it; yet the Danifh tongue, or any Turks, or 
hogs or dogs tongue whatfoever, would I learne rather than 
be put downe by fuch a ribauldry Don Diego as thou art. 

Heigh! Drawer, fill usa frefh quart of xew-found phrafes, 
fince Gabriell faies we borrow all our eloquence from 
taverns; but let it be of the mighty Burdeaux grape—pure 
vino de monte, 1 conjure thee, by the fame token that she 
Deuils dauncing [choole in the bottome of a mans purfe that 
2s emptié, hath beene a gray-beard proverbe two hundred 
yeares before Tarlton was borne: ergo, zo gramercy, Dicke 
Tarlton. But the /umme of fummes is this—I drinke to 
you, M. Gabriell, on that condition, that you fhall not ex- 
cruciate your braine to be conceited, and have no wit. 
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Since we are here, on our prating bench in a clofe roome, 
and that there is none in company but you, my approoved 
good friends, Foure Letters and certain S onnets, your pages, 
I will rehearfe unto you fome part of the methode of my 
demeanour in Pierce Pennileffe. 

Firft, in fo much as the principall {cope of it is a moft 
livelie anatomie of finne, the Divell is made speciall fuper- 
vifor of it: to him it is dedicated, as if a man fhould com- 
pile a curious examined difcoverie of whoredome, and de- 
dicate it to the Quarter Maifters of Bridewell, becaufe they 
are beit able to punith it. 

Wherfore as there is no fire without fome {moke, no 
complaint without fome precedent caufe of agereevance, I 
introduce a difcontented Scholler under the perfon of 
Pierce Pennileffe, tragicallie exclaiming upon his partial- 
eid fortune, that kept an almes boxe of compaffion in ftore 
for every one but himfelfe. He tels how he toft his ima- 
gination like a dogge in a blanket, fearcht everie corner of 
the houfe of Charitie, to fee if he could light on any that 
would fet a new nappe of an old threed-bare cloake; but, 
like him that having a letter to deliver to a Scottith Lorde, 
when hee came to his houfe to enquire for him, found no 
bodie at home but an ape that fate in the porch and made 
mops and mows at him; fo he, delivering his unperufde 
papers in Powles Churchyard, the firft that tooke them up 
was the ape Gabriel, who made mops and mows at them, 
beflavering the outfide of them a little, but could not enter 
into the contents, which was an afe beyonde his under- 
{tanding. 

With the firft and fecond leape hee plaies verie pretilie, 
and in ordinarie termes of extenuating, verdits Pierce 
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Pennileffe for a Grammar Schoole wit ; faies his margine 
is as deeplie learned as Faufte precor gelida, that his Mufe 
Jobbeth and groneth verte piteouflie, bids him not caft himfelf 
headlong into the horrible gulph of defperation ; comes over 
him that hee 7s a creature of wonderfull hope, as his owne 
infpired courage divinely Juggefieth, wils him to tnchaunt 
fome magnificent Mecenas, to honour himfelfe in honouring 
him, with a hundred fuch grace-wanting ironies, cut out 
againft the woll, that would jeopard the beft joint of 
Poetica Licentia to procure laughter, when there crinkled 
crabbed countenance (the verie refemblance of a fodden 
dogges face) hath fworne it woulde never confent there- 
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Not the moft exquifite thing that is, but the counfel 
table affe, Richard Clarke, may fo carterly deride. 

Everie milke-maide can gird with Ift true? How faie 
you lo? who would have thought it ? Good beare, bite 
not. A man is a man, though hee hath but a hofe on his 
head. 

No fuch light paiment, Gabriel, haft thou at my hands. 
I tell thee where, when, and how thou fhewdft thy felfe a 
Dunfivall. 

Onely externall defeéts thou cafts in my difh: nothing 
internall in thee, but I proove that it is altogether excre- 
mentall. 

A fewe elegiacall verfes of mine thou pluckeft in pieces 
moft ruthfullie, and quotes them againft mee as advan- 
tageable, together with fome difmembred margine notes, 
but all is inke caft away : you recover no cofts and charges. 
With one minutes ftudie Ile diftroie more, than thou art 
able to build in ten daies. 
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Squeife thy hart into thy inkehorne, and it fhall but con- 
geal into clodderd garbage of confutation : thy foule hath 
no effects of a foule: thou canft not {prinkle it into a fen- 
tence, and make everie line leape like a cup of neat wine 
new poured out, as an Orator muft doe that lies aright in 
wait for mens affections, 

Whome haft thou wonne to hate mee by light crawling 
over my text like a cankerworme ? 

Some fuperficial flime of poifon haft thou driveld from 
thy pen in thy fhallow footed fliding through my Sup- 
plication, which one pen ful of repurified inke will ex- 
ceffivelie wafh out. Shall I informe thee (that unfruitfullie 
endevorft to informe authoritie againft me) why I infixed 
thofe poeticall Latine margent notes to fome few pages in 
the beginning of Pierce Pennileffe? I did it to explaine to 
fuch expected fpiefaultes as thou art, that it was no un- 
couth abhorrencie from the cuftome of former writers for a 
man openly to bewaile his undeferved deftinie. 

In the uncafing of thy brother Richard I calculated the 
nativitie of the A/trologicall Difcourfe: I apparentlie fug- 
gefted what a lewd piece of prophecie it was: I regiftred 
the infinite fcorne that the whole realme intertaind it 
with ; the adages that ran upon it, Tarlton’s and Elderton’s 
nigrum theta fet to it, yet wilt thou, that art the fonne 
and heire to fhameleffe impudence, the unlineall ufurper of 
judgement from all his true owners, the Hoyden and 
pointing ftock recreation of Trinitie Hall, vanitas, vant- 
tatis ct omnia vanitas, inveft that in the higheft throne of 
art and fchollerfhip, which a fcrutinie of fo manie millions 
of wel difcerning condemnations hath concluded to be viler 
than newesmongrie, and that which is vileft of all, no lefie 
vile than thy Epiftles. 
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Moft voices, moft voices, moft voices! who is on my 
fide ? who? Whether is the A/¢rologicall Difcourfe a better 
booke than Pierce Pennileffe ? Gabriel Hangtelow faies it 
is: Tam the defendant and denie it; and yet I doe not 
ouercull my owne workes. His affertion he countermures 
him thus: 

Pierce Pennileffe is a man better acquainted with the 
Divels of hell than the ftarres of heaven. Ergo, the Aftro- 
logicall Difcourfe is better than the notorious diabolicall dif- 
courfe of Pierce Penntleffe. 

Once againe I denie his argument to bee of lawfull age. 
Pierce Pennileffe is a better ftarmunger than a Divel- 
munger, which needeth no other FOR to corroborate it but 
this—that my yea at all times is as good as his nay. 

How is the Supplication a diabolicall Difcourfe, other- 
wife than as it intreats of the diverfe natures and properties 
of Devils and Spirits? In that far fetcht fenfe may the 
famous Defenfative againft Juppofed Prophecies, and the 
Difcoverie of Withcraft be called notorious diabolicall 
difcourfes, as well as the Supplication; for they alfo in- 
treate of the illufions and fundrie operations of Spirits. 
Likewife may I fay that thofe his Foure Letters, nowe on 
their triall, are foure notorious lowfie Difcourfes, becaufe 
they lyingly difcourfe little elfe fave Greenes lowfie eftate 
before his death. 

M. Churchyard, our old quarrell is renued, when nothing 
elfe can be faftned on mee: this Letter leapper upbraideth 
me with crying you mercie: I cannot tell, but I think you 
will have a faying to him for it. Ther’s no reafon that fuch 
a one as he fhould prefume to intermeddle in your mat- 
ters: it cannot be done with any intent but to ftirre mee 
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up to write againft you afreth, which nothing under heav’n 
fhall draw mee to doe. I love you unfainedly, and admire 
your aged Mufe, that may well be grandmother to our 
grandeloquenteft poets at this prefent : 


Sanctum et venerabtle vetus omne Poema. 


Shores wife is yong, though you be ftept in yeares: in 
her fhall you live when you are dead. 

For that unadvifed indammagement I have done you 
heretofore, Ile be your champion henceforward again{ft any 
that dare write againft you. Onely, as ever you would 
light upon a good cuppe of old facke when you are moft 
drie, pocket not up this flie abufe at a rakehell rampalions 
hands, one that, when an injurie is deepe buried in the 
grave of oblivion, fhall feeke to digge it up againe, recall 
that into mens memories which was confumed and for- 
gotten. 

Whorefon Ninihammer, that wilt affault a man and have 
no ftronger weapons! 

The Italian faith, a man muft not take knowledge of 
injurie till he be able to revenge it. 

Nay but, in plaine good fellowfhip, art thou fo innocent 
and unconceiving that thou fhouldft ere hope to dash mee 
quite out of requeft by telling mee of the Counter, and my 
hofieffe Penia ? 

I yeeld that I have dealt upon {pare commodities of 
wine and capons in my daies; I have fung George Gas- 
coignes Counter-tenor: what then? Wilt thou perempto- 
rily define that it is a place where no honett man, or gen- 
tleman of credit, ever came ? 

Heare what I fay: a gentleman is never throughly en- 
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novice, be hee what he will, ought to fufpeét his wit, and 
remaine halfe in doubt that it is not authenticall, till he 
hath beene feene and allowd in Unthrifts Confiftory. 
Grande doloris ingenium ! Let fooles dwell in no {tronger 
houfes than their fathers built them; but I proteft I should 
never have writ paffion well, or beene a peece of a poet, if 
I had not arrived in thofe quarters. 
Trace the gallanteft youthes and the braveft revellers 
about towne in all the by-paths of their expence, and you 
shall infallibly finde, that once in their life time they have 
vifited that melancholy habitation. 
Come, come: if you will goe to the found truth of it, 
there is no place of the earth like it, to make a man wife. 
Cambridge and Oxford may ftande under the elbowe 
of it. 
I vow, if I had a fonne, I would fooner fend him to one 
of the Counters to learne lawe, than to the Innes of Court 


: tred into credit till he hath beene there ; and that poet, or 
by 


or Chauncery. 

My hofieffe Penta, thats a bugges word; I pry thee what 
morall haft thou, under 1t? I will depofe, if thou wilt, that 
till now I never heard of fuch English name. 

There is a certaine thing called chriftian veritie, and an- 
other hight common fenfe, and athird cleapt Zumzlztie : they 
are more requifite and neceffary for thee than mode/ite or 
YL difcretion for mee and my companions ; of which thou shouldft 
ge” underftand, we are fo well provided that we can lend thee 
and thy brother Richard a great deale, and yet keepe more 
TG than wee fhall have need of for ourfelves. 

Wilt thou be fo hardy and iron-vifaged to gainfay that 
thy brother Vicars batchlours hood was not turnd over his 
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eares for abufing of Ariftotle? I know thou haft more 
grace than fo: thou doft not contradiét it flatly, but flub- 
bers it over faintly, and comes to recapitulate, not confute 
fome of the phrafes I ufde in the unhandfoming of his 
divinitifhip. 

I my felfe, in the fame order of difgracing thou fingles 
them foorth, will have them up againe, and fee if thou, or 
anie man, can abfurdifie the worft of them. 

I fay, and will make it good that in the astrologteall vis- 
course thy brother (as tf hee had lately cast the heab’ns 
water, ov beene at the Anatomtstig of the skies intratles 
iw Surgeons Wall) prophesieth of such strange wonders 
fo ensue from the starres Distemperature, and the unusuall 
adulterte of plannets, as none but hee, that ts bad to those 
celestiall bodies, could ever Desery. 

This too I will ratifie as truthable and legible Englith, 
that his Astvonomyp broke his Day with his creditors, and 
Saturne and Pupiter prov’d jonester mew than all the 
world tooke them for. 

Chat the whole Wuiversitie hist at him, Tariton at 
the Cheater made jfeastes of Him, and Elverton consumed 
his ale crammed nose to nothing, tn beare batting Him with 
whole bundels of Ballads. 

All this he barely repeates without any difprovement or 
denudation at all, as if it were fo lame in it felfe that it 
would adnihilate it felfe with the onelie rehearfall of it. 

For the gentilitie of the Nashes (though it might feeme 
a humour borrowed from thee to bragge of it) yet fome of 
us who never fought into it til of late, can prove the ex- 
tancy of our anceftors before there was ever a ropemaker 
in England. Wee can vaunt larger petigrees than patri- 
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monies; yet of fuch extrinficall things, common to tenne 
thoufand calves and oxen, would I not willingly vaunt, 
only it hath pleafed M. Printer, both in this booke and 
Pierce Pennileffe, to intaile a vaine title to my name, which 
I care not for, without my confent or privitie I here 
avouch. | 

But on the gentilitie of T. N. his beard, the Maifter 
Butler of Pembroke Hall, ftill I will ftand to the death; for 
it is the very Prince Elector of peaks, a beard that I can- 
not bee perfwaded but was the Emperor Dionifius his, 
furnamed the Tyrant, when hee playde the fchoolemaifter 
in Corinth. 

Gabriell, thou haft a prety polwigge fparrowes tayle 
peake, yet maift thou not compare with his: thy father, 
for all by thine owne confeffion he makes haires, had never 
the art to twift up fuch a grim triangle of haire as that. 

Be not offended, honeft T. N., that I am thus bold with 
thee; for I affect thee for the names fake, as much as any 
one man can do another, and know thee to bea fine fellow, 
and fit to difcharge a farre higher calling than that wherein 
thou liv’ft. 

What more ftuffe lurketh behind in this letter to be dif- 
tributed into fhop-duft ? 

Pierce Pennileffe zs as childifh, and garifh a booke 
as ever came in print: when he talks of the fheepifh 
difcourfe of the Lambe of God and his enemies, he Sates, 
it is monstrous and absurd, and not to bee suffred tn a 
Christiaw congregation; that Richard Hath scumdD over the 
schoolnten, and of the froth of theiv folly made a Dish of 
Divinitic brewesse, which the Dogs would not eate, — 

If he faide fo (as hee did) and can proveitgasmneetae 1 
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done) by Saint Lubecke! then the Lambe of God is as 
childifh and garifh ftuffe as ever came in print, indeede, 

I, but how doth Pierce Pennileffe expiate the coinquina- 
tion of thefe objections ? 

Richard, whom (Jecaufe hee is his brother, he therefore 
cenfures more curious and rigorous, in calling him M. H, 
than hee would have done otherwife) red the Philofophie 
Lecture in Cambridge with good liking and fingular com- 
mendation, when A per fe a was not fo much as Jdoneus 
auditor civilis fcientia, Ergo, the Lambe of God beares a 
better fleece than hee gives out it doth. 

A per fe a is improoved in nothing fince, excepting his 
old Flores Poetarum and Tarletons furmounting retho- 
rique, with a little euphuifme and Greeneffe inoughe. 

Gabriel reports him to the favourableft opinion of thofe 
that know A fer se a his Prefaces, rimes, and the very tim- 
panie of his Tarltonizing wit, his Supplication to the Divel. 

Quiet your felves a little, my Maifters, and you thall fee 
me difpearfe all thofe cloudes well inough. That Richard 
red the Philofophie Leéture at Cambridge, I do not with- 
ftand; but how? 

Verie Lentenlie and fcantlie, (farre bee it wee shuld 
flander him fo much as his brother Richard hath done, to 
faie he read it with good liking and fingularitie). Credite 
mee, any that hath but a little refufe Colloquium Latine to 
interfeame a Lecture with, and can faie but Quapropter vos 
met auditores, may reade with equivalent commendation 
and liking. 

I remember him woondrous well. In the chiefe pompe 
of that his falfe praife, I both heard him, and heard what 
was the univerfall flender valuation of him. 
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There was eloquent Maifter Knox (a man whofe loffe 
all good learning can never fufficiently deplore), twas he 
and one Maifter Jones of Trinitie Colledge that, in my 
time, with more fpeciall approbation converft in thofe 
readings. 

Since I have heard of two rare yong men, M. Meriton, 
and another, that in fupplying that place of fucceffion have 
furmounted all former mediocritie, and wonne themfelves 
an everlafting good’ name in the Univerfitie. 

Thefe thou should{t have memoriz’d, if any ; but thou art 
given to fpeake well of none but thy felfe and thy two 
brothers. 

Thrice fruitfull S. Johns, how many hundred perfecter 
fchollers than the three brothers haft thou nurft at thy 
paps, that yet have not shakte off obfcuritie ? 

Mellifluous Playfere, one of the cheefe props of our 
aged and auntienteft, and abfoluteft Univerfities prefent 
flourishing! Where doe thy fupereminent gifts shine to 
themfelves, that the Court cannot bee acquainted with 
them ? 

Few fuch men fpeake out of Fames higheft pulpits, 
though out of her higheft pulpits fpeake the pureft of all 
fpeakers. 

Let me adde one word, and let it not bee thought dero- 
gatorie to anie. I cannot bethinke mee of any two in 
England in all things comparable to him for his time. 
Seldome have I beheld fo pregnant a pleafant wit coupled 
with a memorie of fuch huge incomprehenfible receipt, 
deepe reading and delight, better mixt than in his Sermons. 

Sed quorfum hec? how doe thefe digreffions linke in 
without /wdbjectum circa quod ? 
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Flaunting Richard and his Philofophie Lecture was 
under our fingers even now, howfoever wee have loft him. 
Hold the candle, and you shall fee me caft a figure for 
him extempore. Oh, hoh! I have founde him without 
any further feeking. Give me your eares: Jo Pwan ! God 
fave them, they are long ones. 

Now, betweene you and me declare, as if you were at 
shrift, whether you be not a fuperlative blocke for al you 
readd the Philofophie Leéture at Cambridge? Brieflie, 
brieflie : let me not ftand all daie about you. 

His confcience accufeth him: hee is ftroke ftarke dumbe : 
onely by fignes he craves to bee admitted zz forma pau- 
peris, that we should let him paffe for a pore fellow, and 
he will fell his birthright in learning, with Efau, for a meffe 
of porrige. 

Curee leves loguuntur ; he hath but a little cure to look 
too. AZajpores ftupent, more living would make him {tudie 
more. 

For this once wee difpence with you, becaufe you looke 
fo penitentlie on it; but let me not catch you felling any 
more fuch twife fodden fawduft divinitie as the Lambe of 
God and his enemies, for if I do, Ile make a dearth of paper 
in Pater-nofter-rowe (fuch as was not this feaven yeare) 
onelie with writing againft thee. 

A per fe a can doe it: tempt not his clemencie too 
much. A per sea? 

Paffion of God! howe came I by that name? My god- 
father Gabriel gave it mee, and I muft not refufe it. Nor 
if you were privie whence it came would you hold it wor- 
thie to be refufed ; for before I had the reverfion of it hee 
beftow'd it on a Nobleman, whofe new fafhion’d apparell and 
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fmerking having defcribed to the full, he concludes with 


this verfe : 
Everie fuch A per fe a his termes and braveries in print. 


Hold you your peace, Nafhe! That was before you were 
idoneus auditor civilis feientie. It may bee fo, for thou 
wert a libeller before I was borne. Yet, under correction 
bee it fpoken, I have come to the fchooles and purg’d 
rheume in my time: when your brother was Philofophie 
Lecturer he wanted no /wpplofus pedum, to fpend away his 
houre, that I could help him with. 

What fince I am improved you partly have prooved to 
your coft ; and may doe more at large, if God fend us more 
leyfure. 

As for Flores Poetarum, they are flowers that yet I never 
fmelt too. Ile pawne my hand to a halfepenny, I have 
read more good poets thorough than thou ever hardft of. 

The floures of your Poure Letters it may be I have over- 
lookt more narrowlie, and done my beft devoire to affem- 
ble them together into patheticall pofie; which I will here 
prefent to Maifter Orator Edge for a new yeares gift, leav- 
ing them to his wordie difcretion to be cenfured, whether 
they be currant in inkehornifme or no. 

Confcius mind : canicular tales: egregious an argument ; 
when as egregious is ufed in Englifh but in the extreame ill 
part. Jugenuitie: joviall mind: valarous authors: incke- 
horne adventures : inckehorne pads : putative opinions : puta- 
tive artifts : energeticall perfwafions : rafcallitie : matertall- 
tie: artificiallitie: fantafticallitie: divine entelechy: loud 
mentery : acceitfull perfidy : addiéted to theory: the worlds 
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sreat meendiarie: firenized furies : JSoveraigntie tmmenfe : 
abundant cauteles: cautelous and adventrous ecOraralle (1 - 
quor : Catilinaries and Phillipicks : perfunctorte atf{courfes : 
Davids fweetnes olimpique: the Idec high and deepe Abiffe 
of excellence: the only Unicorne of the Mufes: the Aretinifh 
mountaine of huge exaggerations: the gratious law of am- 
nefily: amicable termes: amicable end: effectuate: addoulce 
his melodie: Magy polimechany : extenfively emploved . pre- 
cious traynment: novellets : notorictic negotiation : mecha- 
71C1Q12, 

Nor are thefe all, for everie third line hath fome of this 
over-rackt abfonifme. Nor do ] altogether fcum off all 
thefe as the newe ingendred fome of the Eneglith, but 
allowe fome of them for a neede to fill up a verfe, as trayn- 
ment, and one or two wordes more, which the libertie of 
profe might well have fpar’d. In a verfe, when a worde of 
three fillables cannot thruft in but fidelings, to joynt him 
even, we are oftentimes faine to borrowe fome leffer quarry 
of elocution from the Latine, alwaies retaining this fora 
principle, that a leake of indefinence, as a leake ina fhip, 
muift needly be ftopt with what matter foever. 

Chaucers authoritie, I am certaine, fhalbe alleadged 
again{t me for a many of thefe balductums. Had Chaucer 
liv'd to this age, I am verily perf{waded hee would have 
difcarded the tone halfe of the harfher fort of them. 

They were the ooufe which overflowing barbarifme, 
withdrawne to her Scottith northren chanell, had left be- 
hind her. Art, like yong graffe in the fpring of Chaucers 
florifhing, was glad to peepe up through any flime of cor- 
ruption, to be beholding to fhe car’d not whome for appa- 
raile, travailing in thofe colde countries. There is no 

Z 


7A Foure letters 


reafon that shee, a banisht queene into this barraine foile, 
having monarchizd it fo long amongft the Greekes and 
Romanes, should (although warres furie had humbled her 
to fome extremitie) ftill be conftrained, when she hath re- 
covered her ftate, to weare the robes of adverfitie, jet it in 
her old rags, when she is wedded to new profperitie. 

Utere moribus preteritis, faith Caius Cefar in Aulus 
Gellius, loguere verbis prefentibus. 

Thou art mine enemie, Gabriell, and, that which is more, 
a contemptible under-foote enemie, or elfe I would teach 
thy old ¢rewant/hip the true ufe of words, as alfo how more 
inclinable verfe is, than profe, to dance after the horrizonant 
pipe of inveterate antiquitie. 

It is no matter, fince thou has brought godly inftruction 
out of love with thee; ufe thy own deftruction; raigne 
fole Emperour of Inke-hornifme: I with unto thee all 
fuperabundant increafe of the fingular gifts of abfurditie 
and vaine glory: from this time forth for ever, ever, ever, 
evermore maift thou be canonized as the Wonparrazlle of 
impious epiftlers, the fhort fhredder out of fandy fentences 
without lime, as Quintillian tearmed Seneca all lime, and 
no fande, all matter and no circumftance, the fa¢tor of the 
fairies and night urchins, in fupplanting and fetting afide 
the true children of the Englifh, and fuborning inkehorne 
changlings in their fteade; the galemafrier of all ftiles in 
one ftandifh, as imitating everie one, and having no fepa- 
rate forme of writing of thy owne; and, to conclude, the 
onely feather-driver of phrafes, and putter of a good word 
to it when thou haft once got it, that is betwixt this and 
the Alpes. So bee it worlde without ende!* Chroniclers 
heare my praiers: good Maifter Stowe, be not unmindfull 
of him. 
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Thats well remembred, now I talke of Chronicles: I 
founde the Aftrologicall Difcourfe the other night in the 
Chronicle. Gabriell will outface us, it is aworke of fuch 
deepe arte and judgement, when it is expreffly paft under 
record for a coofening prognoftication. The wordes are 
thefe, though fomewhat abreviated, for he makes a long 
circumlocution of it. 

Iw the yeave 1583, by meanes of aw Astrologieall Dis- 
rourse oppon the great and notable conjunction of Saturne 
and Pupiter, the common sort of people were almost driv’n 
out of thety wits, and knew not what to Doe; but when no 
such thing japned, they fell to theiy former secuvritie, and 
condemned the Discourser of extveame madnesse and follie, 

Lphffima funt Ariftotelis verba: they are the verie words 
of John Tell-troth, in the 1357 folio of the last edition of 
the great Chronicle of England. 

Mehercule quidem ! if it be fo taken up, Pierce Pennileffe 
may well caft his cappe after it for ever overtaking it. But 
fome thing even now, Gabriell, thou wert girdine again/t 
my prefaces and rimes, and the timpanie of my Tarl tonizing 
zed. 

Well, thefe be your words, prefaces and rimes. Let me 
ftudie a little—prefaces and rimes. Minime vero, ft ats 
nego. I never printed rime in my life, but thofe verfes in 
the beginning of Pierce Pennileffe, though you have fet 
foorth 

The fortes quaint of manie a doutie fire, 
Lhat read a lecture to the ventrous elfe ; 


and fo forth as followeth in chambling rowe. 
Praefaces two, or a paire of Epiftles, I will receyve into 
the protection of my parentage; out of both which fucke 
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out one foleci/me, or mifchapen Englifh word, if thou canft 
for thy guts. 

Wherein have I borrowed from Greene or Tarlton, that 
I fhould thanke them for all I have? Is my ftyle like 
Greenes, or my jeafts like Tarltons? Do I talke of any 
counterfeit birds, or hearbs, or ftones, or rake up any new- 
found poetry from under the walls of Troy? If 1 do, trip 
mee with it; but I doe not; therefore Lle bee fo faucy as 
trip you with the grand lie. Ware ftumbling of whet{tones 
in the darke there, my maifters! 

This I will proudly boaft (yet am I nothing a kindred to 
the three brothers) that the vaine which I have (be it a 
median vaine, or a madde man) is of my own begetting, and 
cals no man father in England but my felfe, neyther 
Euphues, nor Tarlton, nor Greene. 

Not Tarlton nor Greene but have beene contented to let 
my fimple judgement overrule them in fome matters of 
wit. Euphues I read when I was a little ape in Cam- 
bridge, and I then thought it was /f/e ale: it may be ex- 
cellent good ftill, for ought I know, but I lookt not on it 
this ten yeare: but to imitate it I abhorre, otherwife than 
it imitates Plutarch, Ovid and the choiceft Latine authors. 

If you be advifde, I tooke /horte/t vowels and longeft 
meeter in the beginning of my booke, as fufpitious of being 
acceffarie to the making of a Sonnet wherto Maifter Chrif- 
topher Bird’s name is fet: there I faid that you mute 
forth many fuch phrafes in the courfe of your booke, which 
I would point at as I paft by. Heere I am as good as my 
word, for I note that thou, beeing afraide of beraying thy 
felfe with writing, wouldeft faine bee a mute, when it is too 
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mutes are courfed and vowels haunted. Thou art no mute, 
yet fhalt thou be haunted and courfed to the full. I will 
never leave thee as long as I am able to lift a pen. 

Whether I feeke to bee counted a terrible bulbegger or 
no, lle baite thee worfe than a bull, fo that thou fhalt 
defire fome body, on thy knees, to helpe thee with letters of 
commendation to Bw//, the hangman, that he may difpatch 
thee out of the way, before more affliction come upon thee. 

All the invective and fatiricall fpirits fhall then bee thy 
Jamtliars, as the furies in hell are the familiars of finfull 
ghofts, to follow them and torment them without intermif- 
fion: thou fhalt bee double girt with girds, and fcoft at, till 
thofe that ftand by do nothing but cough with laughing. 

Thou faieft I profeffe the art of railing: thou fhalt not 
{ay fo in vaine, for, if there bee any art or depth in it more 
than Aretine or Agrippa have difcovered or div’d into, 
looke that I will found it and fearch it to the uttermotft, 
but ere I have done with thee Ie leave thee the miferableft 
creature that the funne ever fawe. 

There is no kind of peaceable pleafure in poetrie, but I 
can drawe equally in the fame yoke with the haughtieft of 
thofe foule-mouthd backbiters that fay Ican do nothing 
but raile. 

I have written in all forts of humors privately, I am per- 
fwaded more than any yoong man of my age in England. 

The weather is cold, and Iam wearie with confuting : the 
remainder of the colde contents of this Epiftle be thefe. 

He envioufly indevors, fince he cannot revenge himfelfe, 
to incenfe men of high calling againft me, and would in- 
force it into their opinions, that whatfoever is fpoke in 
Pierce Pennileffe concerning fe/ants, clownes and hipercritt- 
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call hot-[purs, Midaffes, buckram giants, and the mightie 
Prince of Darkneff, is meant of them : let him prove it, or 
bring the man to my face to whome I ever made any un- 
dutiefull expofition of it. Jam to be my own interpreter 
in this firft cafe: I fay,sin Pierce Pennileite iia e 
downe nothing but that which I have had my prefident for 
in forraine writers, nor had I the leaft allufion to any man 
fet above mee in degree, but onely glancit at vice 
generallie. 

The tale of the Beare and the Foxe, how ever it may fet 
fooles heads a worke a farre off, yet I had no concealed 
end in it, but in the one to defcribe the right nature of a 
bloudthirfty tyrant, whofe indefinite appetite all the plea- 
fures in the earth have no power to bound in goodneffe, 
but he muft feeke a new felicitie in varietie of crueltie, and 
deftroying all other mens profperitie: for the other, to 
figure an hypocrite, let it be Martin, if you will, or fome old 
dog that bites forer than hee, who fecretlie goes and 
feduceth country fwaines. 

fakes them beleeve that hHonuy which thety bees brought 
fort) Was popsonous and corrupt. 

Chat they may buy howw cheaper than by being at such 
charges tw Keeping bees. 

Ghat is wot weeessary they should have such stately 
hives, ov Vie sucking at such precious homitcomads, 

If this (which is nothing elfe but to fwim with the 
{treame) be to tell tales as fhrewdly as Mother Hubbard, it 
fhould feeme Mother Hubbard is no great fhrewe, however 
thou, treading on her heeles fo oft, fhee may bee tempted 
beyond her ten commandements. 

A litle before this, the forefaid fanaticall Phobetor, gere- 
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mumble, tirlertwhtfco, or what you will, cald forth the 
biggeft gunthot of my thundering tearmes, {teept in agua 
fortis and gunpowder, to come and trie them felves on his 
paper target. 

But that it is no credite, Galpogas, to difcharge a cannon 
againft a lowfe, thou fhouldft not call in vaine: thou 
fhouldft heare Tom a Lincolne roare with a witnes, Woe 
worth the day and the yeare when thou heareft him! I 
feareblaft thee nowe but with the winde of my weapon. 
With the waft of my words I lay waft all the feeble fortifica- 
tions of thy wit. Shewe mee the Univerfities hand and 
feale that thou art a Doétour, fealed and delivered in the 
prefence of a whole Commenfement, and Ile prefent thee 
with my whole artillerie ftore of eloquence. 

A bots on thee for mee for a lumpith, leaden heeld 
letter dawber! my ftile, with treading on thy clammie {teps, 
is growne as heavy gated, as if I were bound to an Alder- 
mans pace with the irons of Newgate cald the Widows 
Almes. 

Ere I was chained to thee thus by the necke, I was as 
light as the Poet Accius, who was fo lowe and fo flender, 
that he was faine to put lead in his fhooes for feare the 
winde fhould blowe him into another countrie. 

Thofe that catch leopards fet cups of wine before them: 
thofe that will winne liking and grace of the readers muft 
fet before them continually that which fhall cheare them 
and revive them. 

Gabriell, thou haft not done fo: thou canft not doe fo ; 
therefore thy works neither have, nor can any way hinder 
mee, nor benefit the Printer. 

Even in, the packing up of my booke, a hot ague hath 
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mee by the backe. Maugre fickneffe worft, a leane arme 
put out of the bed fhall grind, and path every crum of thy 
booke into pin-duft. 

The next peace of fervice thou doft againft Pierce Pen- 
nileffe is naming of him zwofzll poveretto, and pleafant fup- 
pofing thou puld/t him by the ragged fleeve. Then matcheft 
thou thy felfe to Uliffes, and him to /rus- irrita funt hec 
omnia: it is a fleeveleffe jeaft. I have befliv’d thee already 
for it: it toucheth the body and not the minde. Befides, I 
was never altogether Peter Poveretto, utterly throwne 
downe, defperately feperated from all means of releeving 
my felfe, fince I knew how to feperate a knave from an ho- 
neft man, or throw my cloake over my nofe when I failed 
by the Counter. 

The ragged cognizance on the fleeve, I may fay to thee, 
carried meate in the mouth when time was: doe not dif- 
praife it yet, for it hath many high partakers. Que 
Sequuntur hujufmodi funt. 

Thou turmoilft thy pza mater to prove bafe births better 
than the ofspring of many defcents, becaufe thou art a 
mufhrumpe fprung up in one night, a feely moufe begotten 
on a moulehill, that thou wouldft fayne pearch thy felfe on 
the mountaines, when thy legges are too short to overcome 
fuch a long journey of glorie. 

My margent notes, Meritis expendite caufam, thou 
wouldft rather than any thing wreft to an enditment of 
arrogance, and fo branch mee into thy tiptoe ftocke. I 
cannot fee how thou canft compaffe it; for though I bad 
them weigh the caufe by deferts, yet I did not affume too 
much to my owne deferts, when I expoftulated why cob- 
lers, hoftlers and carmen should be worth fo much, and _I, 
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a {choller, and a good fellow, a begger. How thou haft 
arrogated to thy felfe more than Lucifer, or any Wiles Glo- 
riofus in the world would doe, I have already noted at 
large in his due place and order. If thou beftowft any 
curtefie on mee, and I doe not requite it, then call mee cut, 
and fay I was brought up at Hoggenorton, where pigges 
play on the organs. 

Wert thou well acquainted with me, thou fhouldft per- 
ceive that I am very franke where I take, and fend away 
none empty-handed that give mee but halfe an ill worde. 

It is a good figne of grace in thee, that thou confeffeft 
thou haft offences enough of thy owne to aunfwere, though 
thou beeft not chargd with thy Fathers. Once in thy life 
thoumipealdtetrueyyet. ll beleeve thee ‘and pittie thee: 
God make thee a good man, for thou haft beene a wilde 
youth hitherto. 

ity rex ameter Werless or thy hue and “cre after wz 
perfon as cleare as chrifiall, 1 do not fo deeply commend, for 
al Maifter Spencer long fince imbraft tt with an over-loving 
Sonnet. 

Why fhould friends diffemble one with another? They 
are very ugly and artleffe. You will never leave your olde 
trickes of drawing M. Spencer into everie pybald thing 
you do. If ever he praifd thee, it was becaufe he had 
pickt a fine vaine foole out of thee, and he would keepe 
thee {till a foote, by flattring thee til fuch time as he had 
brought thee into that extreame love with thy felfe, that 
thou fhouldft run mad with the conceit, and fo be {corned 
of all men. 

Wee set, Gabriel areiwe not fet zon plus thy roilter- 
doifterdome hath not dafht us out of countenance. If anie 
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man w/e boiftrous horfe play, or bee beholding to Carters 
Logigue, it is thy felfe; for with none but clownish and 
roynish jeafts doft thou rush uppon us, and keepft fuch a 


filurting and a flinging in everie leafe, as if thou wert the 


onely reafty jade in a countrey. 

Skolding, thou faieft, zs the language of /hrewes, railing 
the fitle of rakehels : what concludft thou from thence? Do 
I fcold? Do I raile? 

Scolding and railing is loud mifcalling and reviling one 
another without wit; {peaking every thing a man knows 
by his neighbour, though it bee never fo contrarie to all 
humanitie and good manners, and would make the ftanders 
by almoft perbrake to heare it.” Such is thy inveenve 
again{t Greene, where thou talkft of his lowfines, his fur- 
feting, his beggerie and the mother of Infortunatus infirmi- 
ties If I fcold, if I raile, I do but cum ratione infanire: 
Tully, Ovid, all the olde Poets, Agrippa, Aretine, and the 
reft are all fcolds and railers, and by thy conclufion flat 
shrewes and rakehels; for I do no more than their exam- 
ples do warrant mee. 

The intoxicate [pirit of grifly FEuridice, 1 can toffe over 
as lightly to thee, as thou haft puft it to mee. My hart is 
preoccupated with better fpirits, which have left no houfe- 
roome: thou haft no fpirite, as it should appeare by thy 
writing : intertaine her and the spirit of the buttery out of 
hand, or thou wilt be beaten hand-fmooth out of Buck- 
lersbury. 

When I parted with thy brother in Pierce Pennileffe 
¥H left Him to be tormented world without ende of our 
Ports anv twriters about London, for calling them ptperly 
make-plapes and make-bates, not Doubting but they would 
Drive Him to this issue, that he should be constratned to goe 
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to the chiefe beane of his benefice, and there beginning a 
lamentable speech, with cur /cripf, cur perii, ende with 
bravum prava decent, jubat inconceffa voluptas, ende 80 
with a trice, trusse up his Itfe tw the string of his sauce-bell, 
Now, heere thou thankft God thou art not fo uncharitably 
bent to put fo much wit in a fpeech; like a parfon in Lan- 
cafhire, that kneeld down on his knees in a zealous paffion, 
and very hartily thankt God he never knew what that vile 
antichriftian Popifh Latine meant. Did I exhort inke and 
paper to pray that they might not bee troubled with him 
any more? Inke and paper, if they bee true Proteftants, 
will pray that they may not be contaminated any more 
with fuch abhomination of defolation, as the three brothers 
Apocripha pamphleting. 

After all this foule weather enfueth a calme dilatement 
of others too forward harmefulnes, and thy owne backward 
irefulneffe: thats difpatcht ; the court hath found it other- 
wife. | 

Then thou goeft about to bribe mee to give over this 
quarrell, and faift, if I will holde my peace, thou wilt be- 
{ftowe more complements of rare amplification upon mee, 
than ever thou beftowd{t on Sir Philip Sidney, and gentle 
Maifter Spencer. 

Thou flatterft mee, and praifeft mee. 

To make mee a fmall feeming amendes for the injurie 
thou haft done mee, thou reckonft mee up among/t the deare 
lovers and profeffed fonnes of the Mufes, Edmund Spencer, 
Abraham France, Thomas Watfon, Samuell Daniell. 

With a hundred blefings, and many pratirs, thou intreat/t 
mee to love thee. 

Content thy felfe, I will not. 
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Thou protefts tt was not my perfon thou miflikt (1 am 
afraide thou wilt make mee thy ingle) but my fierce running 
at Parfon Richard ,; excufeft mee by my youth, and promtfeft 
to cancell thy impertinent Pamphlet. 

It were good hanging thee now, thou art in fuch a good 
mind, Yet for all this, a dogge will bea dogge, and returne 
to his vomit, doe what a man can: thou muft have one 
{quib be more at the Devils Orator, and his Dames Poet, or 
thy penne is not in‘cleane life. I will permit thee to fay 
what thou wilt, to wzderlie, as thou defirft, the verdit of 
Fame her felfe,{o I may lie above thee. LIE above thee ? 
tell a greater lie than thou dost ? No man is able. 

Thus, O heavenly Mufe! I thanke thee tomsthomena:t 
giv’'n me the patience to travel through the tedious wilder- 
neffe of this Gomorian Epiftle. Not Hercules, when he 
cleanfed the ftables of A®geas, undertooke fuch a ftinking 
unfavorie exploit. By thy affiftaunce through a whole 
region of Golden Lanes have I journeied, and now am 
fafely arriv’'d at not /peedily dtfpatcht, but haftily bungled 
up as you fee. Graunt that all fuch flow difpatchers and 
haftie bunglers may have a long time of reproach to repent 
them in, and not come abroad to corrupt the aire and im- 
pofthumate mens ears with their pan-pudding profe any 
more. So bee it! fay all Engliih peopletaticramiceme ae 
have eares to heare or eies to reade. 

fect, fect, fect! Had I my health, now I had leyfure to 
be merry, for I have almoft wafht my hands of the 
Doétour. 

His own regenerate verfes, the jolly Fly and Gibeline and 
Gwelph, fome, peradventure, may expeét that I fhould an- 
fwere: so I would if there were anie thing in them which 


- : Pa oe ae eS ‘ 
Sep Ss Vey! 2H “WA > ) eM " => a ae 2 


confuted. 85 


I had not anfwerd before; but there is nothing : if there 
were, having driven his fword to his head, I refpect 
not what he can do with his dagger. Onely, I will 
looke upon the laft fonnet of M. Spencer to the right 
worthipfull Maifter G. H., Doctour of the lawes; or it may 
fo fall out that I will not looke upon it too, becaufe (Ga- 
briell) though I vehemently fufpeét it to bee of thy owne 
doing, it is popt foorth under M. Spencers name, and his 
name is able to fanctifie any thing, though falfely afcribed 
to it. 

The fourth letter of our Orator’s, to the fame favourable 
or indifferent reader, was a letter which this many a long 
fummer day, I dare jeopard my maydenhead, had line 
hidden in his defke; for it is a fhipmans hofe, that will 
ferve any man as well as Green or mee. 

To make fhort, in it, as fortie times before, he brides it 
and fimpers out a crie; No, forfooth: God dild you hee 
would not, that hee would. None fo defirous of quiet as 
hee, good olde man, who with a pure intent of peace, firft 
put fore to the flame that hath hedgde him in. 

He hath prevented Maifter Bunnie of the fecond part 
of his Treatife of Pacification; for like fome craftie ring- 
leader of rebellion, when hee has ftirred up a dangerous 
commotion, and findes, by the too late examination of his 
fore unexamined defeéts in himfelfe, that fo fweete a roote 
will hardlie effect correfpondent fruits, ftrait, in pollicie 
to get his pardon, he {trikes faile to the tempeft of fe- 
dition, and is thrice as earnest in preaching pacification, 
obedience and fubmiffion: fo Gabriel, when he hath ftird 
up againft me what tumults he can in stationers shops, and 
left the quiver of his envie not an arrowe undrawne out, 
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hee finds, by the audit of his ill confumed defectes, that 
he is not of force inough to hold out ; wherefore in pollicie, 
to avoid further arrearages of infamie, hee tires the text of 
reconciliation out of breath, and hopeth by the interces- 
fion of a cuppe of white wine and fugar to be made friends 
with his fellow writers. 

It cannot choofe, but he muft of neceffitie be a very fore 
fellow, that is fo familiar with white wine and fugar; for 
white wine, in a maner, is good for nothing but to wafh 
fores in, and fmudge up withered beauty with. Well, for 
all hee would have Pierce make no warres on him, he 
makes warres on Pierce Pennileffe: he bebeggereth him 
again in this epiftle verie bountifullie: hee faies that Lordes 
muft take heede how they Lord tt in his prefence. 

That the Affe ts the onelie Author he alleadgeth. 

That Greene 1s an Affe in print, and he a calfe in print. 

That they are both chieftaines in licentiousneffe, and that 
truth can fate the abhominable viliantes of fuch bafe shifting 
companions, good for nothing but to caft away them/felves, 
Spotle their adherents, ete. 

For my beggerie, let that travell the countries: 1 have 
faid more for it than a richer man would have done; but 
that I take uppon me to Lord it over great Lords, thou 
art a moft lewd tuned lurden to faie it. 

Muft they take heede how they Lord it in my prefence, 
what muft they doe in thy prefence ? 


That fitting like a looker on 
Of this worlds flage, doft note with critique pen 
The fharpe diflikes of each condition ; | 
Ne fawneft for the favour of the great, 
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Nor feareft foolifi reprehenfion, 

But freclie doft of what thee lift intreate, 

Like a great Lord of peereleffe libertie, 
Lifting the good up to high honours feate, 
And th evill damning ever more to die ; 

for life and death ts in thy doomefull writing. 


Whereas thou faift the Affe, in a manner, is the only 
Author I alleadge, I muft know how you define an Affe 
before I can tell how to anfwere you; for Cornelius Agrippa 
maketh all the philofophers, oratours, and poets that ever 
were Affes; and if fo, you underftand that I alleadge no 
author but the Affe, for all Authors are Affes, why I am 
for you: if otherwife, thou art worfe than a Cumane Affe, 
to leape before thou lookeft, and condemne a man without 
caule. 

What Authors doft thou alleadge in thy booke? not 
two but any grammer Scholler might have alleaded. 

There is not three kernels of more than common learn- 
ing in all thy oure Letters. Common learning! not com- 
mon fenfe in fome places. 

Of force I muft graunt that Greene came oftner in print 
than men of judgement allowed off, but nevertheleffe he 
was a daintie flave to content the taile of a Tearme, and 
ftuffe ferving mens pockets. 

An affe, Gabriel, it is harde thou fhould{ft name him: 
for calling me calfe, it breakes no square; but if I bee a 
calfe, it is in comparifon of fuch an oxe as thy felfe. 

The chteftaines of licentiousnef{[e, and truth can Say the 
abhominable villantes of Juch bafe foifting companions, good 
jor nothing, etc. I am of the mind wee fhall not digeft 
this neither, 
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Anfwere me /uccincte, et expedite, what one period any 
way leaning to licentioufnes canft thou produce in Pzerce 
Penntleffe ? 

I talke of a great matter when I tell thee of a period, 
for I know two feverall periods, or full pointes, in this laft 
epiftle, at leaft fortie lines long a piece. 

For the order of my life, it is as civil as a civil orenge: 
I lurke in no corners, but converfe in a houfe of credit, as 
well governed as any colledge, where there bee more rare 
qualified men and felected good fchollers than in any 
noblemans houfe that I knowe in England. 

If I had committed fuch abhominable villanies, or were a 
bafe fhifting companion, it ftoode not with my Lords honour 
to keepe me; but if thou haft faide it, and canft prove it, 
what flandrous dishonor haft thou done him to give it out 
that he keepes the committers of abhominable villanies and 
bafe fhifting companions, when they are farre honefter than 
thy felfe. 

If I were by thee, I would plucke thee by the beard, and 
fpit in thy face, but I would dare thee, and urge thee be- 
yonde all excufe to difclofe, and prove for thy heart bloud 
what villanie or bafe shifting by mee thou canft. I defie 
all the worlde in that refpect. 

Becaufe thou ufedft at Cambridge to shift for thy Friday 
nights fuppers, and cofen poore victuallers and pie-wives 
of Doétours cheefe and puddinges, thou thinkeft me one of 
the fame religion too. 

What Greene was, let fome other anfwere for him as 
much as I have done: I had no tuition over him: he 
might have writ another Galat@o of manners, for his man- 
ners everie time I came in his companie: I faw no fuch 
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bafe shifting or abhominable villanie by him. Something 
there was which I have heard, not feene, that hee had not 
that regarde to his credite in which had beene requifite he 
fhould. 

What a Calzmunco am I to plead for him, as though I 
were as neere him as his owne fkinne! A thoufande there 
bee that have more reafon to fpeake in his behalfe than I, 
who, fince I firft knew him about town, have beene two 
yeares together and not feene him. 

But Ile do as much for any man, efpecially for a dead 
man, that cannot fpeake for himfelfe. Let us heare how 
we are good for nothing but to cafe awate our Selves, fpoile 
our adherents, prate on our favourers, difhonour our patrons. 
Have I ever tooke any likelie courfe of cafting away my 
felfe ? 

Whom canft thou name that kept me company, and 
reapt any difcommoditie by me? I can name divers good 
gentlemen that have beene my adherents and favourers a 
long time. Let them report howe I have fpoilde them, or 
praied on them, or put them to one pennie detriment fince 
I firft conforted with them. 

Have an eie to the maine-chaunce; for no fooner fhall 
they underftand what thou haft faid by mee of them, but 
theyle goe neere to have thee about the eares for this 
geare, one after another. 

My patrons, or anie that bind me to them by the leaft 
good turne, there is no man in England that is, or fhall (for 
my fmall power) bee more thankfull unto than I. Never 
was I unthankefull unto any ; no, not to thofe of whome for 
deedes I received nothing but unperformed deede promif- 
ing words, It is an honor to be accufde, and not convinft. 

N 
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One of thefe months I shall challenge martirdome to my 
felfe, and writ large ftories of the perfecution of tongues. 
Troth, I am as like to perfecute as be perfecuted. Let him 
take up his Croffe and bleffe himfelfe that croffeth mee, for 
I will croffe shinnes with him though everie fentence of his 
were a thoufande tunnes of difcourfes, as Gabriel faith, 
everie fentence of his is a difcourfe. Quods, quods! Give 
me my text pen againe, for I have a little more Text to 
launce. ; 

The fecretaries of art and nature, uf it were not for frivol- 
ous contentions, might beftead the common-welth with mante 
puiffant engins. As, for example, Bacons brazen nofe, 
Architas wodden dove, dancing bals, fire breathing gourdes, 
artificiall flies to hang in the aire by themfelves: an eg- 
shell that shall run up to the toppe of a fpeare. 

Archimedes made a heaven of braffe, but we have no- 
thing to do with olde braffe and iron. 

Apollonius Regimontanus did manie pretie jugling tricks, 
but wee had rather drinke out of a glaffe than a jugge ; ufe 
a little brittle wit of our owne, than borrow any miracle 
mettall of the Devils. 

Amoneft all other ftratagems and puiffant engins, what 
fay you to Mates Pump in Cheapfide, to pump over 
mutton and porridge into Fraunce? this colde weather our 
fouldiers, I can tell you, have need of it; and, poore field 
mife, they have almoft got the colicke and ftone with eat- 
ing of provant. 

Confider of it well, for it is better than all Bacons, Ar- 
chitas, Archimedes, Apollonius or Regiomontanus devices ; 
for, Gabriell, that profeffeth all thefe, with all their helpe 
cannot make the bias bowle at Saffron Walden run downe 
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the hill, when it is throwne downe with the hardeft hand 
that may bee, but it will turne up the hill againe in fpite of 
a mans teeth, and, that which is worft, give no reafon 
for it. 

Lhe parrat and the peacock have letfure to revive and re- 
polifh their expired workes. You fpeake like a friend: wele 
liften to you when you have repolifhed and expired your 
perfected degree. A Demy Doétor? what a fhame it is! 

Becaufe your books do call for a litle more drinke, and 
a fewe more clothes when they are gone to bed, that is, 
when they lie dead, you thinke ours do fo too. No, no: 
we doe not ufe to clappe a coat over a jerkin, or thruft any 
of the children of our braine into their mothers wombe 
againe, and beget them a new after they are once borne. 
If it bee a horne booke at his firft conception, let it be a 
horne booke {ftill; and turne not eat in the panne, convert 
the Paternofter to a primer, when it hath begd it felfe out 
at the elbowes up and downe the cuntrey. 

Thou didft thou knew not what in eeking this {hort- 
wafted pamphlet : iwis, thou faift- of thy felfe Tou art an 
old trewant, fitter to plate the dumbe dogge with fome antt- 
ents, than the hiffing fnake. 

Who be thofe antient dumbe dogs? We fhall have you 
a Martinift when all comes to all, becaufe you cannot 
thrive with the Civill Law, and that you may marry her 
for any thing you are a kindred to her: therfore you will 
compare Whitegift and Cartwright, white and blacke to- 
gether, name the higheft governours of the Church without 
giving them anie reverence or titles of honour, imbrace 
anie religion which will be even with the profeffion that 
favors not you. 
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There is no baile or mainprife for it, but wee muft have 
you in the firft peeping of the fpring, preaching out of a 
pulpit in the woods: you have put on wolves raiment 
already, feduced manie fimple people under the habit of a 
fheepe and Wo/fes print. If you proteft and lie any more, 
it is not your ending here like a fermon that will make you 
bee reputed for a faint. 

Readers, a decaied ftudent, lately fhipwrackt with Sz 
vales bene eff, having foure lightors of Letters cleane caft 
away on the rocks called the Bifhop and his Clarks, defires 
you all to pray for him, and he will recommend you all to 
God the next fermon he penneth, or his brother Richard. 

He hath a mind to pay every man his owne, though hee 
hath fuftained great loffe in fight: that which he cannot 
effect he befeecheth the Lord to accomplifh, and even to worke 
a miracle upon the deafe. 

Lord! if it be thy will, let him be an Affe ftill. Gentle- 
men, I have no more to fay to the Doétor: difpofe of the 
victorie as you pleafe. Shortly I will prefent you with 
fomething that fhal be better than nothing, onely give mee 
a gentle hire for my durtie day labor, and | am your 
bounden Orator for ever. 


Sonnetto. 
Were there no warres, poore men fhould have no peace: 
Unceffant warres with wafpes and droanes I crie. 
Hee that begins oft knows not how to ceafe: 
They have begun; Ile follow till I die. 
Ile heare no truce; wrong gets no graue in mee: 
Abufe pell mell encounter with abufe. 
Write hee againe, Ile write eternally. 
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Who feedes revenge hath found an endleffe Mufe. 
If Death ere made his blacke dart of a pen, 
My penne his fpeciall Baily fhall becum : 
Somewhat Ile be reputed of mongft men, 
By ftriking of this duns or dead or dum. 
Awaite the world the Tragedy of Wrath: 
What next I paint fhall tread no common path. 


Aut nunquam tentes aut perfice. 


THO. NASHE. 


OBSERVATIONS FOR THE READERS OF THIS BOOKE. 


Item, whatfoever for the moft part is here in this Booke 
in change of letter, is our adverfaries owne text, and unva- 
ried words, either in this his convicted Foure Letters, or 
fome other fuftie treatife, fet forth by him heretofore. 

Then, that I am wrefted and utterly divorced from my 
owne invention, and conftrained ftill ftill, before I am 
warme in any one vaine, to ftart away fodainely, and fol- 
low him in his vanitie. 

Finally, Printers have many falfe ftiches, which are thus 
to bee drawen up. 

In the fecond page of c for Baboune brother, reade 
Baboune his brother: in the 7 for allegorized & Abdias, 
reade allegorized Abdias: in the 8 for fet hand, reade, fet 
his hand: idem for headmen read headman. In the firft 
of D for Zivor poft quiefcat, reade livor poft fata quiefcat : in 
the 5 for plaifter of Do¢étourfhip, reade plaiftrie or dawbing 
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of Doétourfhip: in the 7 for infolent inckehorne worme, 
reade infolent incke worme. In the 2 of E for Affe 
in prefent, read Affe zz prefenti: in the 3 for beftow 
upon, reade beftow upon him: in the 5 for effet, reade 
efficacie. In the 4 of F for vertuous Syr John Norris, read 
victorious Syr John Norris. In the 5 page of H for I intro- 
duce in a difcontented Scholler, read I introduce a difcon- 
tented Scholler: in the 8 for this affentrion, reade this 
affertion. In the 5‘of I for verie compante, reade verie 
timpanie. Inthe 5 page of K for in this firft cafe, reade 
first in this cafe. 


FINIS. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Tuts small tract, in binding, should be made to precede the pro- 
duction, sent some months ago, entitled “ Pierce’s Supereroga- 
tion,” by Gabriel Harvey, 4to., 1593. 

Tt may seem that Harvey was much laughed at for the 
vanity and egotism of what follows, prefixed, as it was, to the 
earlier copies of his “ Pierce’s Supererogation ;” he, or his 
friends, therefore withdrew it, and most copies of the tract 
are without it. One of these we formerly reprinted ; but find- 
ing, with the aid of a learned friend, that the curious matter 
now issued also strictly belongs to the work, although apparently 
suppressed, we have put it in type, with the view that the reci- 
pients of our reprint, if they think fit, may cause it to intro- 
duce the reproduction of‘ Pierce’s Supererogation,” which we 
heretofore forwarded. 

We were then hardly aware of the importance of this preliminary 
supplement (if we may so call it) which, as far as we now know, 
only belongs to two copies of the original. One of these is in our 
great national book-depository, and there also anybody may com- 
pare it with a second copy of the same publication which is with- 
out it. Our own exemplar is defective in this respect, as well as 
that in the Bodleian Library. 

The main interest of what follows is of a personal kind as 
regards Harvey; and it serves to show that his self-admiration was 
So impervious that it could scarcely distinguish between applause 
and irony. His friends, however, knew the difference ; and per- 
haps we are indebted to them (Spencer being one) for the de- 
ficiency in most of the known copies of “ Pierce’s Supereroga- 


tion”. The variation in the paper, and the needless repetition of 


the identical title-page (a course we have so far imitated) esta- 
blishes sufficiently that the omission was an afterthought. 
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Zo my very gentle, and liberal Frendes, M. Barnabe Barnes, 
MM, Fohn Thorius, M. Anthony Chewt, and every 
favorable Reader. 


LoviNnG M. Barnabe, M. John, and M. Antony (for the reft 
of my partiall Commenders muft pardon me, till the print 
be better acquainted with their names) I have lately re- 
ceived your thrife-curteous letters, with the overplus of your 
thrife-fweet Sonnets annexed: the liberalleft gifts, I be- 
leeve, that ever you beftowed upon fo flight occafion, and 
the very prodigalleft fruites of your floorifhing wittes, 
Whofe onely default is, not your, but my default, that the 
matter is nothing correfpondent to the manner; and mifelfe 
mutft either grofely forget mifelfe, or franckly acknowledge 
mi fimple felfe an unworthy fubject of fo worthy commend- 
ations: which I cannot read without blufhing, repeate 
without fhame, or remember without griefe, that I come fo 
exceeding-fhort in fo exceffive great accountes ; the fummes 
of your rich largeffe, not of my poore defert, and percafe 
devifed to advertife me what I fhould be, or to fignifie what 
you wifh[me]to be; not to declare what I am, or to infinuate 
what I may be. Eloquence and curtefie were ever boun- 
tifull in the amplifying veine; and it hath bene reputed a 
frendly pollicy to encourage their loving acquaintance to 
labour the attainement of thofe perfections, which they 
blafon in them, as already atcheived. Either fome fuch 
intention you have, by way of ftratageme, to awaken my 
negligence, or enkindle my confidence ; or you are difpofed 
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by way of civility to make me unreafonably beholding unto 
you for your extreme affection : which I muft either leave 
unrequited, or recompenfe affection with affection, and re- 
commende me unto you with your owne ftratageme, fitter 
to animate frefher f{pirites, or to whet finer edges. Little 
other ufe can I, or the world, reape of thofe great-great 
commendations, wherewith you and divers other orient 
wittes have newly furcharged me, by tendring fo many 
kinde apologies in my behalfe, and prefenting fo many 
fharpe invectives againft my adverfaries: unleffe alfo you 
purpofed to make me notably afhamed of my confeffed in- 
fufficiency, guilty of fo manifold imperfeétions, in refpect 
of the leaft femblance of thofe imputed fingularities. What- 
foever your intendment in an overflowing affection was, I 
am none of thofe that greedily furfet of felf-conceit, or fot- 
tifhly hugge their own babyes. Narciffus was a fayre boy; 
but a boy: Suffenus a noble braggard, but a braggard: 
Neftor a fweet-tongued old man, but an old man; and 
Tully (whom I honour in his virtues, and excufe in his 
overfightes) an eloquent felf-loover, but a felf-loover. He 
that thought to make himfelfe famous with his overween- 
ing and braving J/?’e, /?e, Ile, might perhaps nourrifh an 
afpiring imagination to imitate his Ago, Ego, Ego, fo glo- 
rioufly reiterated in his gallant Orations. Some fmirking 
minions are fine fellowes in their owne heades, and fome 
cranke princocks jolly men in their owne humours: as 
defperate in refolution as the dowtieft ranke of errant 
knights ; and as coye in phantafie as the niceft fort of fim- 
pring damofels, that in their owne glaffes find no creature 
fo bewtifull, or amiable, as their delitious felves. I have 
beheld, and who hath not feene? fome lofty conceites, 
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towring very high, and coying themfelves fweetly on their 
owne amounting wings, young feathers of old Icarus. The 
gay peacocke is woondroufly enamored upon the glitter- 
ing fanne of his owne gorgious taile, and weeneth himfelfe 
worthy to be crowned the Prince of birds, and to be en- 
thronifhed in the chaire of fupreme excellency. Would 
Chrift, the greene popinjay, with his newfangled jeftes, as 
new as Newgate, were not afmuch to fay, as his own idol. 
Queint wittes muft have a priviledge to prank-up their 
dainty limmes, and to fawne upon their owne trickfy de- 
vifes; but they that unpartially know themfelves, feverely 
examine their owne abilities, uprightly counterpoife defectes 
with fufficiencies, frankly confeffe the greateft part of their 
knowledge to be the leaft part of their ignorance, advifedly 
weigh the difficulties of the painfull and toylfome way, the 
hard maintenance of credit eafely gotten, the impoffible 
fatisfaction of unfatisfiable expectation: the uncertaine 
fickleneffe of private phantafie, and the certaine brittleneffe 
of publique fame, are not lightly bewitched with a fonde 
doting upon their owne plumes; and they that deepely 
confider upon the weakeneffe of inward frailty, the cafualtie 
of outward fortune, the detraction of envie, the virulency 
of malice, the counter-pollicy of ambition, and a hundred- 
hundred impeachments of growing reputation ; that afwell 
divinely as philofophically have learned to loove the gen- 
tleneffe of Humanity, to embrace the mildneffe of Modettie, 
to kiffe the meekeneffe of Humilitie, to loath the odious- 
neffe of Pride, to affuage the egrenefs of Spite, to prevent 
the vengeance of Hatred, to reap the {weet fruites of Tem- 
perance, to tread the fmooth path of Securitie, to take the 
firme courfe of Affurance, and to enjoy the felicitie of 
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contentment; that judicioufly have framed themfelves to 
carry mindes, like their bodies and fortunes, as apperteineth 
unto them, that would be loth to overreach in prefumptu- 
ous conceit: they, I fay, and all they that would rather 
underly the reproche of obfcurity, then overcharge their 
mediocritie with an illufive opinion of extraordinary furni- 
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ture, and I wot not what imaginarie complementes, are 
readier, and a thoufand times readier, to returne the greateft 
prayfes, where they are debt, then to accept the meaneft, 
where they are almes. And I could nominate fome, that 
in effect make the fame reckoning of letters, fonnets, ora- 
tions, or other writinges commendatory, that they do of 
meate without nourifhment, of hearbes without vertue, of 
plants without fruite, of a lampe without oyle, a linke with- 
out light, or a fier without heate. Onely fome of us are 
not fo devoide of good manner, but we conceive what be- 
longeth to civile duty, and will ever be preft to interteine 
curtefie with curtefie, and to requite any frendfhip with 
frendfhip; unfainedly defirous rather to recompenfe in 
deedes, then to glofe or paint in wordes. You may eafely 
perfuade me to publifh that was long fithence finifhed in 
writing, and is now. almoft difpatched in print: (the 
amendes muft be addreffed in fome other more materiall 
treatife, or more formal difcourfe; and haply Wa/fhes S. 
Frame may fupply fome defectes of Pierces Supererogation :) 
but to fuffer your thrife-affectionate letters and fonets, or 
rather your thrife-lavifh benevolences to be publifhed, which 
fo farre furmount not onely the mediocrity of my prefent 
endevour, but even the poffibility of any my future em- 
proovement, I could not be perfuaded by any eloquence 
or importunacy in the world, were I not as monftroufly re- 
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viled by fome other without reafon, as I am exceffively ex- 
tolled by you without caufe. In which cafe he may feeme 
to a difcreet enemy excufable, to an indifferent frend jufti- 
fable, that is not tranfported with his owne paffion, but 
relyeth on the judgement of the learnedeft, and referreth 
himfelfe to the practife of the wifeft ; in the one, efteeming 
Finvarcr orm tomer as an hundred vautors # ine they other, 
valuing Cato or Scipio as a thoufand examples. I never 
read or heard of any refpective or confiderate perfon, under 
the degree of thofe that might revenge at pleafure, con- 
temne with autority, affecure themfelves from common 
obloquy, or commande publique reputation (mighty men 
may finde it a pollicy to take a fingular or extraordinary 
courfe) fo careleffe of his owne credit, fo reckleffe of the 
prefent time, fo fenfeleffe of the pofterity, fo negligent in 
occurents of confequence, fo diffolute in his proceedings, fo 
prodigall of his name, fo devoide of all regarde, fo bereft 
of common fenfe, fo vilely bafe, or fo hugely hawtie of 
minde, that in cafe of infamous imputation, or unworthy 
reproch, notorioufly fcattered-abroad, thought it not requi- 
fite, or rather neceffary, to ftand upon his owne defence 
according to equity, and even to labour his own commend- 
ation according to the presented occafion. Difcourfes yeeld 
plenty of reafons; and hiftories affourde ftore of examples. 
It is no vain-glory to permit with confideration that abufed 
modefty hath affected with difcretion. It is vanity to con- 
trowl that true honour hath praétifed; and folly to con- 
demne that right wifedome hath allowed. If any diflike 
immodefty indeede, defpife vanity indeede, reprove arro- 
eancy indeede, or loath vain-glory indeede, I am as forward 
with tongue and hart as the foremoft of the forwardett ; 
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and, were my pen anf{werable, perhaps at occafion it fhould 
not greatly lagge behinde. To accomplifh or advaunce any 
vertuous purpofe (fith it is now enforced to be ftirring), it 
might eafely be entreated, even to the uttermoft extent of 
that little-little poffibility, wherewith it hath pleafed the 
greateft to endowe it. Howbeit curtefie is as ready to 
overloade with prayfe, as malice eger to overthrow with re- 
proch. Both overfhoote, as the manner is; but malice is 
the Divell. For my poore part, I hope the one fhall do me 
as little harme as ‘fayre weather in my jorney; I am fuer 
the other hath done me more good then was intended, and 
fhall never puddle or annoy the courfe of the cleere running 
water. Albeit I have {tudied much, and learned little, yet 
I have learned to gleane fome handfulls of corne out-of 
the rankeft cockle; to make choice of the moft fragrant 
flowers of humanitie, the moft vertuous hearbes of philo- 
fophie, the moft foveraine fruites of government, and the 
moft heavenly manna of Divinitie; to be acquainted with 
the fayreft, provided for the fowleft, delighted with the tem- 
perateft, pleafed with the meaneft, and contented with all 
weather. Greater men may profeffe, and can atchieve 
greater matters; I thanke God I know the length—that is, 
the {hortnes—of mine owne foote. If it be any mans plea- 
fure to extenuate my fufficiency in other knowledge, or 
practife, to empeach my ability in wordes or deedes, to de- 
bafe my fortune, to abridge my commendations, or to anni- 
hilate my fame, he fhall finde a cold adverfary of him that 
hath layed hoat paffions awatering, and might eafely be 
induced to be the inveétive of his owne non-proficiency. 
Onely he craveth leave to eftimate his credit, and to value 
his honefty, as behooveth every man that regardeth any 
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sood: and if withall it be his unfained requeft, that order 
fhould repeale diforder, moderation reftraine licentioufneffe, 
difcretion abandon vanity, mildneffe affuage choller, meek- 
neffe alay arrogancy, confideration reclaime rafhneffe, in- 
differency attemper paffion, curtefy mitigate, charity ap- 
peafe, and unity attone debate—pardon him. Or, in cafe 
nothing will prevaile with fury but fury, and nothing can 
winne defired amity but pretended hoftility, that muft 
drive-out one nail with another, and beat-away one wedge 
with another, according to the Latin proverbe—pardon 
him alfo, that in the refolution of a good minde will com- 
maund what he cannot entreat, and extort what he cannot 
perfuade. That little may be done with no great adoo; 
and, feeing it may as furely as eafely be done, I am humbly 
to befeech eftablifhed wifedome to winke at one experi- 
ment of adventurous folly, never before embarked in any 
{uch action, and ever to efchewe the like with a chary re- 
gard, where any other mediation may purchafe redreffe. I 
will not urge what connivence hath been noted in as disfa- 
vorable cafes: it is fufficient for me to pleade mine own ac- 
quittall. Other prayfe he affecteth not, that in a deepe infight 
into his innermoft partes, findeth not the higheft pitch of his 
hope equivalent to the loweft pit of your commendation ; 
and if by a gentle conftruction, or a favorous encourage- 
ment, he feemeth any thing in others opinion, that is 
nothing in his owne cenfure, the leffer his merite, the 
sreater their mercy; and the barrainer his defert, the 
frutefuller your liberality ; whofe unmeafurable prayfes I 
am to interpret, not as they may feeme in fome bounteous 
conceit, but as they are in mine owne knowledge; good 
wordes, but unfitly applied; frendly benevolences, but 
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waftfully beftowed ; gallant amplifications, but flenderly 
deferved : what but termes of civility, or favours of curtefie, 
or hyperboles of loove, whofe franke allowance I fhall not 
be able to earne with the {tudy of twenty yeares more: in 
briefe, nothing but partiall witneffes, prejudicate judge- 
ments, idle preambles, and in effet meere wordes. And 
even fo as I found them, I leave them. Yet let me not 
difmifs fo extenfive curtefie with an empty hand. What- 
foever I am (that am the leaft little of my thoughtes, and 
the greateft contempt of mine owne heart) Parthenophill 
and Parthenophe embellished, the Spanz/h Counfellour 
inglished, and Shore's Wife eternized, shall everlaftingly 
tef{tifie what you are: go forward in maturity, as ye have 
begun in pregnancy, and behold Parthenopoeus, the fonne 
of the brave Meleager, Homer himfelfe ; and of the fwift 
Atalanta Calliope herfelf: be thou, Barnabe, the gallant 
poet, like Spencer ; or the valiant fouldiour, like Bafkervile, 
and ever remember thy Freuch fervice under the brave Earl 
of Effex. Be thou, John, the many-tongued linguift, like 
Andrewes, or the curious intelligencer, like Bodley; and 
never forget thy Wetherlandi/h traime under him that 
taught the Prince of Navarre, now the valorous King of 


_ Fraunce. Be thou, Antony, the flowing oratour, like 


Doove, or the fkilfull heralde, like Clarentius ; and ever re- 
member thy Portugall voyage under Don Antonio. The 
beginning of vertuous proceedings is the one halfe of 
honourable aétions. Be yourfelves in hope, and what your- 
felves defire in effect, and I have attained fome portion of 
my requeft. For you cannot wish fo exceeding-well unto 
me, but I am as ready with tongue and minde to wish a 
great-deale better unto you, and to reacquite you with a 
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large ufury of moft-affectionate prayers, recommending you 
to the divine gifts and gratious bleffings of heaven. 

May it pleafe the favorable reader to voutfafe me the 
curtefie of his patience, untill he hath thoroughly perufed 
the whole difcourfe at his howers of leyfure (for fuch fcrib- 
lings are hardly worth the vacanteft hours) Iam not to 
importune him any farther, but would be glad he might 
finde the whole leffe tedious in the end, then fome parts in 
the beginning or midft; or, at leaft, that one peece might 
helpe to furnifh-out amendes for another. And fo taking 
my leave with the kindeft farewell of a moft thankfull 
minde, I defift from wearying him with a tedious preface, 
whom I am likely to tire with fo many fuperfluous dis- 
courfes. Howbeit, might it happely pleafe the fweeteft in- 
terceffour to enfweeten the bittereft gall of fpite, and to en- 
calme the rougheft tempeft of rage, I could cordially with 
that Wa/hes S. Fame might be the period of my invectives; 
and the ercellent Gentlewoman my patroneffe, or rather 
championeffe in this quarrel, is meeter by nature, and fitter 
by nurture, to be an enchaunting angell, with her white 
quill, then a tormenting fury with her blacke inke. It re- 
maineth at the election of one whom God indue with more 
difcretion. 

At London: this 16 of July, 1593. The inviolable frend 
of his entire frendes, Gabriell Harvey. 
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Fer owne Prologue, or Demurr. 


O MUSES, may a wooman poore and blinde, 
A lyon-draggon, or a bull-beare binde ? 
Is’t poffible for puling wench to tame 
The furibundall Champion of Fame ? 
He brandifheth the whurlewinde in his mouth, 
And thunderbolteth fo-confounding fhott : 
Where fuch a Bombard-goblin, north or fouth, 
With drad pen-powder, and the conquerous pott ? 
Silly it is that I can fing or fay, 
And fhall I venture fuch a bluftrous fray ? 
Hazard not, panting quill, thy afpen felfe: 
He'll murther thy conceit, and braine thy braine. 
Spare me, 6 fuper-domineering elfe! 
And moft railipotent for ever raine. 

St tibt vis ipft parcere, parce mtht. 


Her Counter Sonnet, or Correction of her owne Preamble. 


SCORNE frump the meacock verfe that dares not fing, 
Drouping, fo like a flagging flower in raine: 

Where doth the Urany or Fury ring, 

That fhall enfraight my ftomacke with difdaine ? 
Shall frend put up fuch braggardous affrontes ? 

Are milkfop Mufes fuch whiteliver’d trontes ? 

Shall boy the gibbet be of writers all, 

And none hang-up the gibbet on the wall ? 

If dreery hobbling ryme hart-broken be, 
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And quake for dread of Danter’s fcarecrow preffe, 

Shrew profe, thy pluckcrow implements addreffe, 

And pay the hangman pen his double fee. 

Be Spite a Sprite, a Termagant, a bugg: 

Truth feares no ruth, and can the great Div'll tugge. 
— Ultriz accinéta flagello. 


[ler old Comedy, newly entituled. 


My profe is refolute as Bevis fworde: 

March, rampant beaft, in formidable hide: 
Supererogation Squire on cockhorfe ride : 

Zeale fhapes an aunfwer to the blouddieft worde. 
If nothing can the booted fouldiour tame, 

Nor ryme, nor profe, nor honefty, nor fhame, 
But Sza/h will ftill his trompery advaunce, 

Pll leade the gagtooth’d fop a new-founde daunce. 
Deare howers were ever cheap to pidling me. 

I knew a glorious and braving knight, 

That would be deem’d a truculentall wight : 

Of him I fcrawl’'d a dowty comedy. 

Sir Lombarduccio was his cruell name ; 

But Guafharduccio the fole brute of Fame. 


L’ Envoy. 
SEE, how he brayes and fumes at me, poore laffe, 
That muft immortalife the killcow A/z. 
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To right worfhipfull his efpectall dear frend, M. Gabriell 
Harvey, Dottour of Law. 


SWEET M. Doétour Harvey, (for I cannot entitule you with 
an epithite of lefs value then that which the Grecian and 
Roman oratours afcribed to Theophraftus, in refpect of fo 
many your excellent labours, garnifhed with the garland 
of matchleffe oratory) if at any time either Mthemiuer: 
earneft perfuafion of a deare frend, and unufually moft 
deare and conftant, adjured thereunto by the fingular 
vertue of your moft prayfe-worthy and unmatchable wit ; 
or the wounderful admiration of your peerleffe conceit, em- 
braved with fo many gorgeous ornamentes of divine rhe- 
torique; or the doubtleffe fucceffive benefit thereof, de- 
voted to the glory of our Englifh eloquence, and our vul- 
ear Tufcanifme (if I may fo terme it) may worke any plau- 
fible or refpective motions with you to beautifie and enrich 
our age with thofe moft praife-mooving workes, full of gal- 
lanteft difcourfe and reafon, which I underftand by fome 
affured intelligence be now glowing upon the anvile, ready 
to receive the right artificiall forme of divineft workman- 
{hip ; then let, I befeech you, nay, by all our mutual frend- 
fhips I conjure you (love and admiration of them arming 
me with the placarde of farther confidence) those, and other 
your incomparable writings, fpeedily, or rather prefently, 
fhew themfelves in the fhining light of the funne: that, 
by this publication of fo rare and rich difcourfes, our En- 
glifh ravens, the fpitefull enemyes to all birdes of more 
bewtifull wing, and more harmonious note then themfelves, 
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may fhrowde themfelves in their nefts of bafeft obfcurity, 
and keepe hofpitality with battes and owles, fit conforts for 
fuch vile carions. Good fir, arife, and confound thofe vi- 
perous cryticall monfters, and thofe prophane atheiftes of 
our Commonwealth, which endevour with their mutinous 
and ferpentine hiffing, like geefe, not to arme the fenatours 
and oratours of Rome, but to daunt, aftonith, and, if it were 
poffible, to overthrow them. And fithence the very thun- 
der-lightning of your admirable eloquence is fufficiently 
available to ftrike them with a lame palfie of tongue (if 
they be not already {mitten with a fenceleffe apoplexy in 
head, which may eafely enfue fuch contagious catharres 
and reumes, as I am privy fome of them have been griev- 
oufly diffeafed withall), miffe not, but hitt them fuerly 
home, as they deferve with Supererogation. You have 
bene reputed evermore, fince firft I heard of you in Oxford 
and elfewhere, to have bene as much given to favour, com- 
mend, and frequent fuch as were approoved, or toward in 
learning, witt, kinde behaviour, or any good quality, as may 
be required in any man of your demerit: an undoubted 
fign how much you loath inve¢tives or any nedeles conten- 
tions. IL would (as many your affeétionate frends would) it 
had bene your fortune to have encountred fome other 
Paranymphes, then fuch as you are now to difcipline : moft 
unwillingly, I perceive, but moft neceffarily, and not with- 
out efpeciall confideration, being fo manifeftly urged, and 
erofely provoked to defend yourfelfe. But you have ere 
now bene acquainted with patience perforce; and I hope 
the moft defperate fwafher of them will one day learne to 
fhew himfelf honefter or wifer. And thus recommending 
your {weet endevours, with your graver ftudies, to the 
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higheft treafury of heavenly Mufes, I right heartely take 
my leave with a Sonnet of that Mufe that honoreth the 
Urany of du Bartas, and yourfelfe: of Du Bartas elfe- 
where; here of him whofe excellent pages of the French 
king, the Scottifh king, the brave Monfieur de la Noe, the 
aforefayd Lord du Bartas, Sir Philip Sidney, and fundry 
other worthy perfonages, deferve immortall commendation. 
I thanke him very hartely that imparted unto me thofe 
fewe fheetes; and if all be like them, truly all is paffing 
notable, and right fingular. 


SONNET. 


Thofe learned oratours, Roomes auncient fages, 
Perfuafions pith, directours of affection, 
The mindes chief counfail, rhetoriques perfection, 
The pleafaunt baulms of peace, warres fierce outrages: 
Sweet Grecian prophets, whofe fmooth Mufe affuages 
The Furies powerfull wrath, poifons infe€tion : 
Philofophers (by caufes due connexion, 
Match’t with th’effects of Nature) future ages 
Embraving with rich documents of Art: 
The wifeft ftatefmen of calme commonweales : 
The learned generall councels, which impart 
Divineft laws, whofe wholefome phyfique heales 
Both church and layety : all in one beholde 
Ennobled arts, as precious ftones in gold. 


From my lodging in Holborne, this of June, 1593, your 
moft affectionate, 
BARNABE BARNES. 
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Having perufed my former fonet, if it may pleafe you, 
fir, to do afmuch for your deare frends Parthenophill and 
Parthenophe, they fhall have the defired fruite of their fhort 
exercife, and will reft beholding to your curteous accept- 
ance; which they would be glad to reacquite in the 
loovingeft manner they may. And fo moft affeétionatly 
recommend themfelves unto your good felf, whofe unblem- 
ifhed fame they will evermore maintaine with the beft 
bloud of their hartes, tongues, and pennes. We will not 
fay how much we long to fee the whole prayfes of your two 
notorious enemies, the Affe and the Foxe. 


SONET. 
Nafh, or the confuting Gentleman: 


The Mufes fcorne ; the courtiers laughing-ftock ; 
The countreys coxecombe ; printers proper new ; 
The cities leprofy ; the pandars ftew ; 

Virtues disdayne ; Honefties adverfe rock ; 

Envies vile champion ; Slaunders ftumblingblock. 
Graund oratour of cunny-catchers crew ; 

Bafe broaching tapfter of reports untrue ; 
Our moderne viper, and our countryes mock ; 

True valor’s cancer-worme, fweet learnings ruft. 
Where fhall I finde meete colours and fit wordes 
For fuch a counterfaict and worthleffe matter ? 

Him whom thou rayleft on at thine owne luft, 
Sith Bodine and fweet Szdney did not flatter, 
His invective thee too much grace affordes. 


PARTHENOPHIL. 
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SONNET. 
Harvey, or the Sweet Doéiour. 


SIDNEY, {weet cignet, pride of Thamefis ; 
Apollos laurell; Mars his proud proweffe ; 
BODINE, regifter of realmes happineffe, 
Which Italyes and Fraunces wonder is : 
HATCHER, with filence whom I may not mifs: 
Nor LEWEN, rhetoriques richeft nobleffe : 
Nor WILSON, whofe difcretion did redreffe 
Our Englifh barbarifme ; adjoyne to this 
Divineft morall SPENCER : let thefe fpeake 
By their fweet letters, which do beft unfould 
HARVEY'S deferved praife, fince my Mufe weake 
Cannot relate fomuch as hath bene tould 
By thefe forenam’d : then, vaine it were to bring 
New feather to his Fames fwift-feathered wing. 


PARTHENOPHE. 
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Lhe Printers Advertiffement to the Gentleman Reader. 


CURTEOUS Gentlemen, it feemed good to M. Doctour 
Harvey, for brevity-fake, and becaufe he liked not over- 
long preambles, or poftambles, to fhort difcourfes, to omit 
the commendatorie Letters and Sonnets of M. Thorius, M. 
Chewt, and divers other his affectionate frendes of London 
and both the Univerfities, which, nevertheleffe, are referved 
to be prefixed, inferted, or annexed, either in his defenfive 
Letters, enlarged with certaine new epiftles of more {peciall 
note, or in his Dzfcourfes of Nafhes S. Fame, already 
finifhed, and prefently to be publifhed, as thefe fhall like 
their enterteinement; of whofe favorable and plaufible 
welcome divers learned and fine wittes have prefumed the 
beft. Howbeit, finally it was thought not amiffe, upon 
conference with fome his advifed acquaintance, to make 
choice of fome two or three of the reafonableft and tem- 
perateft Sonnets (but for variety, and to avoid tedioufneffe 
in the entrance, rather to be annexed in the end, then pre- 
fixed in the beginning of the prefent Difcourfes) one of the 
forefayd M. Thorius, an other of M. Chewt, and the third 
of a learned French gentleman, Monfieur Fregeuill Gautius, 
who hath publifhed fome weighty treatifes, afwell politique 
as religious, both in Latin and French, and hath acquainted 
M. Doctour Harvey with certaine moft profitable mathe- 
maticall devifes of his own invention. The refidue is not 
added by me, but annexed by the autor himfelfe, whom I 
humbly recommende to your curteous cenfure, and fo reft 
from overtroubling you with my unpolifhed lines. 
D 
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INTRODUCTION, 


THE length of this tract has rendered it necessary for us to 
divide it into Parts; and it will be found on reading it that the 
author, Gabriel Harvey, has gone at large, and with much 
learning and more self-conceit, into the discussion of many 
matters besides his dispute with Thomas Nash. There is hardly 
any question in religion, politics, history, philosophy, litera- 
ture, or criticism, upon which the Orator has not offered, and 
indeed thrust forward, his opinions: in doing so, we must ac- 
knowledge that he often gives information, new in itself and 
interesting in its topics, and this circumstance renders the pro- 
duction before us much more readable than it might otherwise be 
considered. Harvey’s style is often turgid, bombastic, redundant, 
and so full of reduplications and pleonasms as to make it quite 
clear that he was on excellent terms with himself, and fancied 
that the pleasure he took in the writing would certainly be parti- 
cipated in the reading. 

The date at the close of “ Pierce’s Supererogation” is 27 April 
1598, so that it ought to be perused before the same writer’s 
‘New Letter of Notable Contents’, which bears the date of 16 
September in the same year. As stated on a previous occasion, 
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the last of our series of these contentious pamphlets will be 
accompanied by a statement of the precise sequence in which, 
we think, they ought to be bound, and it may or may not be 
preferred to the order in which we have reprinted them—a pro- 
cess regulated mainly by the difficulty or facility with which we 
were able to obtain transcripts. We ought to have stated, in 
reference to the “ New Letter of Notable Contents”, that we 
were indebted for the use of the original edition to the kindness 
of Frederic Ouvry, Hsq., Treasurer of the Society of Antiquaries. 
We are always glad to acknowledge obligations of this kind ; 


but our opportunities of domg so are more rare than we could 


wish. 


A Babess 
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q was ever unwilling to undertake any enterprife that was 

unmeete for me; or to play any part, either in earneft or 
in jest, that might ill-befeeme me: and never more unwilling 
then at this inftant,when I muft needes do it, or put fomething 
in hazard that I would be loth to commit to the curtefie 
of adventure. Not because my confuters fwordes or my 
enemies daggers carry any credit with the wife; or because 
my letters feare any difcredite with the honeft ; or becaufe I 
cannot abide to be confuted, that dayly confute my felf 
and condemne every mine owne default with rigour ; but 
becaufe filence may feeme fufpicious to many, patience con- 
temptible to fome, a good minde a bad hart to thofe that 
value all by courage, a knowne forbearer of libellers, a con- 
tinuall bearer of coales: and there is no end of abufes upon 
abufes, of injuries upon injuries, of contempt upon contempt, 
where prefumptuous impudency and odious flaunder, the 
two erranteft vagabonds in the world, may fafeconduct 
themfelves and franckely paffe uncontrolled. Yet were 
that either all, or the worft of all, I could ftill vow filence 
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in brawles, and would ftill profeffe patience in wronges (I 
hate brawles with my hart, and can turne over a volume 
of wronges with a wett finger); but fome cunning men, that 
carry hooney in their mouthes and gall in their hartes, not 
so fweete in the premiffes as bitter in the conclufion, can 
fmoothly and finely defcant upon the leaft advantage, how- 
foever injurious ; and certaine pretty experiences, by way 
of fenfible inftruction, have taught fome that malice was 
never fuch an hypocrite as now, and the world never fuch 
a Scoggin as now, and the divell never fuch a knave as now: 
and what a defperate diffoluteness were it in him that re- 
gardeth his good name to abandon himfelfe, or to relinquifh 
the deereft thing in this life (I know no deerer thing then 
honeft credite) to the favour of envy or to the difcretion of 
fortune? Gentlemen, he is hardly beftead for a patrone 
that relyeth on the tuition of envy, or repofeth his affiance 
in the protection of fortune ; and he muft not take it un- 
kindely to bee forfaken of other by the way that forfaketh 
himfelfe in the way. Even he that loveth not to be his 
owne defender, much lefse his owne prayfer (do him no 
wrong, my mafters, though ye doe him no right), yet hateth 
to be his owne traytor, and hath reafon to experimente 
fome rounde conclufions before hee offer his throte to the 
blade of villany, or his forhead to the brand of diffamation. 
And, although he be the fubject of his own contempt and 
the argument of his owne fatyres (furely no man leffe 
doteth upon himfelfe, or more feverely cenfureth his own 
imperfections), yet he in fome refpects difdayneth to be 
reviled by the abjects of the world, whofe difpraife in fome 
age were a commendation and whofe praife an invective : 
but this is a queint world, and needeth no Aprill fhowers 
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to furnifh May games. I proteft I have, thefe many yceres, 
not in pride but in judgement, fcorned to appeere in the 
rancke of this scribling generation; and could not have bene 
hired with a great fee to publifh any pamphlet of whatfo- 
ever nature in mine owne name, had I not bene intollerably 
provoked, firft by one rakehell and now by another, the 
two impudenteft mates that ever haunted the preffe (fome 
have called them knaves in grofe, I have found them fooles 
in retayle) ; but when it came to this defperate point, that 
I muft needes either bee a bafe writer, or a vile affe in 
printe, the leffe of the two evils was to be chofen, and I 
compelled rather to alter my refolution for a time then to 
prejudice my felf for ever. They that lift may feede at the 
manger with the fonnes of the mule: it is an other table, 
philofophy that I fanfie. Howbeit, amongft all the mif- 
fortunes that ever happened unto me, I account it my 
greateft affliction, that Iam conftrained to bufy my penne 
without ground or fubftance of difcourfe meete for an active 
and induftrious world. Every man hath his croffes in one 
accident or other; but I know not a greevouffer perfecution 
then a bafe employment of precious time neceffarily en- 
forced. Other croffes may fomeway edifie: this is a plague 
without remedy, a torment without end, a hell without re- 
demption. As in the courfe of my ftudy it was allwayes 
my reckoning, he loofeth nothing, whatfoever he looseth, 
that gaineth time; fo in the tafke of my writing or other 
exercife, it is my account, he gayneth nothing, whatfoever 
he gayneth, that loofeth time. A good matter, delivered 
in good manner, winneth fome eftimation with good niindes, 
but no manner fufficient to countenance a contemptible 
theame: and a rafcall fubjeét abafeth any forme, or what 
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hath drowned the memory of the trimmeft and daintieft 
trifles, that fine conceit hath devifed ? Were it mine owne 
election, I might worthily incurre many reproofes, and 
juftly impute them to my fimple choyce ; but neceffity hath 
as little free-will as law, and compelleth, like a tyrant, 
where it cannot perfwade, like an oratour, oF advife like a 
counfellour. Any virtue, an honourable commonplace, 
and a flourifhing braunch of an heavenly tree: politique 
and militar affaires, the worthieft matters of confultation, 
and the two herculean pillers of noble ftates, the private 
lives of excellent perfonages in fondry courfes, and the 
publike actions of puiffant nations in fondry governementes, 
{hining mirrours of notable ufe for the prefent time and 
future ages. Were it at my appointment to difpofe freely 
of mine owne howers, O, how willingly and cheerefully could 
I fpend the frefheft and deereft part of my life in such 
argumentes of valour! Learninge is a goodly and gallant 
creature in many partes, and divers members of that beau- 
tifull body upbraide the moft exquifite penne and moft 
curious pencill of infufficiency ; no diligence too-much, 
where no labour enough: the fruitefulleft {ciences require 
painefulleft induftry, and fome lively principles would be 
touched to the quicke: whatfoever booke-case or fchole- 
point is found by experience to be effential and practicable 
in the world, deferveth to be difcuffed with fharpe invention 
and found judgement. I could yet take pleafure and prof- 
fite in canvaffing fome problems of naturall philofophy, of 
the mathematiques, of geography, and hy drography, of other 
commodious experimentes, fit to advaunce many valorous 
actions; and I would, upon mine owne charges, travaile 
into any parte of Europe to heare fome pregnant paradoxes 
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and certaine fingular queftions in the higheft profeffions of 
learning, in phyfick, in law, in divinity, effectually and 
thoroughly difputed gro and contra, and would thinke my 
travaile as advauntageoufly beftowed to fome purpofes of 
importance, as they that have adventuroufly difcovered 
new-found landes, or bravely furprized Indies, What con- 
ferences or difputations, what parliaments or councels, like 
thofe that deliberate upon the beft governement of com- 
monwealthes, and the beft difcipline of churches; the 
dubble anchor of the mighty fhipp, and the two great 
luminaries of the world? Other extravagant difcourfes, 
not materiall or quarrelous contentions, not availeable, are 
but waftinge of winde or blotting of paper. What, fhould 
exercife or {tuddy burne the sunne or the candle in vaine? 
or, what fhould I doe againft my felfe in fpeakinge for my 
felfe, if outward refpectes did not inwardly gripe and a pre- 
fent exigence lay violent hands upon me? Though ex- 
tremity be powerable, yet an unwilling will is excufable. 
Philofophers and lawyers can best argue the case of in- 
voluntary acts, but what fo forcible as compulfion, or fo 
pardonable as a paffive action? Blame him not, or blame 
him gently, that would be a little loth to be dicted at the 
racke of the old Affe, or to be bitten of the young dog. 
Ife is no party in the caufe, that pleadeth thus againft 
Artfiogiton. Sweet gentlemen, imagine it to be a fpeech 
addreffed unto your felves: Peradventure the viper aid 
never bite any of you, and the Gods forbid it Should ever bite 
jou, but when you espie any fuch pernicious creature, you 
prefently difpatch it: in like manner, when you behold a 
Sycophant and a man of a viperous nature, looke not till he 
hath bitten fome of you, but fo foone as he Jlarteth up pull 
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him down. And again, in another place of the fame fen- 
tentious and politique oration: Hee that mainetayneth a 
[ycophant ts by nature and kinde an enemy of the good ; un- 
leffe fome-body imagine that the feede and root of a naughtey 
{ycophant ought to vemaine in the citty, as it were, for fiore 
or good husbandry. Demofthenes was as deepely wife as 
highly eloquent, and hath many fuch notable fentences, as 
it were, caveats or provifoes againft the daungerous enne- 
mies of that flourifhing citty, and especially againft calum- 
niatours, whofe viperous fting hee could by no meanes 
avoide; albeit, otherwife {uch an oratour as could allure 
heartes with perfwafion, or conjure mindes with aftonith- 
ment. I would no other citty loved figges; or muft an 
other citty of neceffity love figges, becaufe it is growne an 
other Athens, a mother of eloquence, a nurfe of learning, a 
crandame of valour, a feat of honor, and, as Ariftotle termed 
Athens, a garden of Alcinous, wherein one fruite ripeneth 
upon an other, one peare uppon an other, one grape upon 
an other, and one figge uppon an other. The fycophant be 
his owne interpreter ; and if he may be licenfed or permitted 
to bee his owne carver too, much good may it doe him,and 
fweete digeftion give him joy of his dainety figg. I muft 
have a little care of one that canot eafily brucke unreafon- 
able fawcineffe, and would be loth to fee the garden of 
Alcinous made the garden of Greene, or motley. It was 
wont to be faid by way of a proverbe, he’ that will be 
made a sheepe fhall find wolves enough; but, forfooth, this 
exceeding-wife world is a great Affe-maker; and he that 
will fuffer himfelfe to be proclaimed an Affe in printe shall 
bee fure never to want loade, and loade enough, Who fo 
ready to call her neighbour a fkold, as the rankeft fkold of 
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the parifh ; or who fo forward to accufe, to debafe, to revile, 
to crow-treade an other as the arranteft fellow ina country? 
Let his owne mouth be his pasport, or his owne penne his 
warrant, and who fo leawd as his ereateft adverfary, mo- 
defty ; or so honeft as his deereft frend, villany ; or fo learned 
as his learndeft counsell, vanity ; or fo wife as his profoundeft 
autor, young Apuleius ? What familiar spirite of the ayre, or 
fire, like the glibb and nimble witt of young Apuleius ? or 
where is the eloquence that fhould defcribe the particular 
perfections of young Apuleius? Prudence may borrow 
difcretion, logique arguments, rhetorique coulours, phan- 
tasy conceites, {teele an edge, and gold a lufter, of young 
Apuleius. O, the rare and queint invention! 6, the gallant 
and gorgeous elocution! 6, the brave and admirable ampli- 
fications! 6, the artificiall and fine extenuations! 6, the 
lively pourtraitures of egregious prayfes and difprayfes! 6, 
the cunning and straunge mingle-mangles! 6, the pithy 
jeftes and marvelous girdes of young Apuleius, the very 
prodigality of art and nature! What greater: impoffibility 
then to decipher the high and mighty ftile of young 
Apuleius, without a liberall portion of the same elevate 
spirite? Happy the old father that begat, and thrise happy 
the fweete mufes that fuckled and foftered young Apuleius! 
_ Till admiration hath found-out a fmoother and trickfier 
quill for the purpose, defire must be content. to leave the 
fupple and tidy conftitution of his omni-fufficient witt un- 


displayed. Onely it becommeth gentle mindes to yeeld . 


themfelves thanckefull, and to tender their bounden duety 
to that ineftimable pearle of eloquence for this precious 
glimze of his incomprehenfible valour : one fhorte maxime, 
but more worth then all the axioms of Ariftotle ; or the 
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idecs of Plato; or the aphorifmes of Hippocrates ; or the 
paragraphes of Juftinian. He knoweth not to manage his 
penne, that was not born with an affe in his mouth, a foole 
in his throate, and a knave in his whole body. Simple 
men may write againft other, or pleade for themfelves; but 
they cannot confute cuttingly, like a hackfter of Queen- 
Hith, or bellow luftely, like the foreman of the heard. I goe 
not about to difcover an affe in an oxes hide: he needeth 
no other to pull him by the famous eares, that is fo hafty to 
defcry and fo bufy to beftirre his wifeft partes ; but what a 
notable affe indeede was I, that fought the winges of a 
mounting Pegafus, or a ftying Phenix, where I found the 
head and feete of a braying creature. Some promifes are 
desperate debtes, and many threatninges empty cloudes ; 
or rather armies fighting in the ayre, terrible vifions. Sim- 
plicity cannot dubble, and plaine dealing will not diffemble. 
{ looked either for a fine-witted man, as quicke as quick- 
filver, that, with a nimble dexterity of lively conceite and 
exquifite fecretaryfhip, would out-runne mee many hundred 
miles in the courfe of his dainty deuifes ; a delicate minion, 
or fome terrible bombarder of tearmes, as wild as wildfire, 
that, at the firft flafh of his fury, would leave me thunder- 
ftricken upon the ground, or, at the laft volley of his out- 
rage, would batter me to duft and afhes. A redoubted 
adverfary! But the trimme filke-worme I looked for (as it 
were in a proper contempt of common fineneffe) prooveth but 
a filly glow-woorme, and the dreadfull enginer of phrafes, in 
steede of thunderboltes, fhooteth nothing but dogboltes and 
catboltes, and the homelieft boltes of rude folly: fuch 
arrant confuting stuffe,as never print faw compiled to- 
gether, till maifter Villany became an autor, and Sir Nafh 
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a gentleman. Printers, take hede how ye play the heralds. 
Some lufty gentlemen of the maker can no fooner bare a 
goofe-quill or a woodcockes feather in their fhield, but 
they are like the renowmed Lobbelinus when hee had got- 
ten a new coate, and take upon them, without pitty or 
mercy, like the onely lordes of the field. If ever efquier 
raved with conceit of his new armes, it is Danters gentle- 
man, that mightily defpifeth whatfoever hee beholdeth 
from the high turret of his creast, and cranckly fpitteth 
uppon the heads of fome that were not greatly acquaynted 
with fuch familiar enterteinement. His beft frende be his 
judge; and I appeale to my worft ennemy, whether he 
ever read a more peftilent example of proftituted im- 
pudency? Were hee not a kinfeman of the forefayd viper, 
a dog in malice, a calfe in witt, an oxe in learning, and an 
affe in difcretion (time fhall cronicle him as he is) was it 
poffible that any man fhould have beftowed fome broad and 
loud tearmes as he hath done? Who could abide it with- 
out actual revenge, but hee that enterteineth fpite with a 
{mile, maketh a paftime of Straunge Newes, turneth choler 
into fanguine, vineger into wine, vexation into fport, and 
hath a falve for a greater sore? 

Come, young fophifters, you that affecte raylinge in your 
difputations, and with a clamorous howte would fet the 
philofophy fchooles zon plus: come, olde cutters, you that 
ufe to make dowty frayes in the ftreetes, and would hack- 
it terribly: come, hee-and-fhee-fcoldes, you that love to 
pleade-it-out invincibly at the barre of the dunghill, and 
will rather loofe your lives, then the laft word: come, bufy 
commiotioners, you that carry a world of quarrelous wits 
and mutinous tounges in your heads: come, moft-redowted 
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Momus, you that will fternely keepe heaven and earth 
in awe: come, running heads and giddy pennes of all hu- 
mours, you that daunce attendance upon oddeft fafhions, 
and learne a perfect methode, to paffe other, and to excell 
your felves, fuch a new-devifed modell as never faw fun 
before, and may make the gayeft mold of antiquity to 
bluth. Old Archilochus and Theon were but botchers in 
their rayling faculty ; Stefichorus, but a grofe bungler ; 
Ariftarchus, but a curious and nice foole; Ariftophanes 
and Lucian, but merry jefters; Ibis againft Ovid; Mevius 
againft Horace; Carbilius Pictor againft Virgill; Lavinius 
againft Terence ; Cratena againft Euripedes ; Zoilus again{t 
Homer, but rancke fowters. Saluft did but dally with 
Tully ; Demades but toy with Demofthenes ; Pericles but 
fporte with Thucydides, and fo foorth. For examples are 
infinite; and no exercife more auncient then iambiques 
amonegft poetes ; invectives amongft oratours ; confutations 
amongft philofophers; fatyres amongft carpers ; libels 
amongft factioners ; pafquils amongft malcontentes , and 
quarrels amongft all. But the olde age was an infante in 
witt, and a grammer fcholler in arte; Lucians Retor, never 
fo bravely furnifhed, will be heard with an eccho: Julian 
will rattle Chriftendome; Arrius will fhake the church ; 
Macchiavell will yerke the commonwealth; Unico Aretino 
will fcourge princes ; and here is a lufty ladd of the caf- 
tell that will bind beares and ride golden affes to 
death. Were the pith of courage loft, it might be founde 
in his penne; or were the marrow of conceite to feeke, 
where fhould witt looke for witt but in his incke-bottle? 
Arte was a dunfe till hee was a writer; and the quickeft 
confuter a drowfy dreamer, till he put a life into the dead 
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quill, and a flye into the woodden boxe of forlorne Pan- 
dora. A pointe for the fatyrift, whofe conceite is not a 
ruffan in folio; and a figg for the confuter, that is not a 
fwathbucler with his pen! Old whimwhams have plodded 
on long enough; frefh invention from the tapp muft have 
his frifkes and careers an other while ; and what compara- 
ble to this fpowte of yarking eloquence? Give me the 
fellow that is as Peereleffe as Pennyleffe; and can oppofe 
all the libraries in Poules Churchyard with one wonderfull 
work of Supererogation; fuch an unmatcheable peece of 
Learning, as no bookes can countervaile, but his owne; 
the onely recordes of the fingularities of this age. Did I 
{peake at a venture, I might deceive, and be deceived ; but 
where experience is a witneffe, and judgement the judge, 
I hope the errour will not be unreafonably great. 

There was a time when I floted in a fea of encountring 
waves, and devoured many famous confutations with an 
eager and infatiable appetite; efpecially Ariftotle againtt 
Plato and the old philofophers, divers excellent Platoniftes, 
indued with rare and divine wittes, (of whome elfewhere at 
large) Juftinus Martyr, Philoponus, Valla, Vives, Ramus 
againft Ariftotle: oh! but the great maifter of the fchooles 
and high chauncellour of univerfities could not want preg- 
nant defence: Perionius, Gallandius, Carpentarius, Sceg- 
gius, Lieblerus againft Ramus. What! hath the royall 
profeffour of eloquence and philofophy no favourites ? 
Taleeus, Offatus, Freigius, Minos, Rodingus, Scribonius, for 
Ramus againft them ; and fo foorth, in that hott contradic- 
tory courfe of logique and philofophy. But alas! filly men, 
fimple Ariftotle, more fimple Ramus, moft fimple the reft, 
either ye never knew what a fharpe-edged and cutting con- 
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futation meant, or the date of your ftale oppofitions is ex- 
pired, and a new-found land of confuting commodities dif- 
covered by this brave Columbus of tearmes, and this onely 
marchant venturer of quarrels, that detecteth new Indies of 
invention, and hath the winds of A®olus at commaunde- 
ment. Happy, you flourifhinge youthes that follow his 
incomparable learned fteps ; and unhappy, we old dunfes 
that wanted fuch a worthy prefident of all nimble and 
lively dexterities! What, fhould I appeale infinite other to 
their perpetuall fhame, or fummon fuch and fuch to their 
foule difgrace ? Erafmus in Latine, and Sir Thomas More 
in Englifh, were fuppofed fine and pleafant confuters in 
their time, and were accordingly embraced of the forwardeft 
and trimmeft wittes: but alacke, how unlike this dainty 
minion! Agrippa was reputed a gyant in confutation ; a 
demi-god in omnifufficiency of knowledge ; a divell in the 
practife of horrible artes : oh! but Agrippa was an urcheon, 
Copernicus a fhrimpe, Cardan a puppy, Scaliger a baby, 
Paracelfus a fcab, Eraftus a patch, Sigonius a toy, Cujacius 
a bable to this termagant, that fighteth not with fimple 
wordes, but with dubble fwordes ; not with the trickling 
water of Helicon, but with piercing aqua fortis; not with 
the forry powder of experience, but with terrible gun- 
powder ; not with the {mall fhott of contention, but with 
the maine ordinaunce of fury. For brevity I overfkip 
many notable men, and valorous confuters in their feverall 
vaines, had not affection otherwhiles {winged their reafon, 
where reafon fhould have fwayed their affection. But par- 
tiality was ever the bufieft actour ; and paffion, the whotteft 
confuter, whatfoever plaufible caufe otherwife pretended ; 
and hee is rather to bee efteemed an angell then a man, 
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or a man of heaven, not of earth, that tendereth integrity 
in his hart, equity in his tounge, and reafon in his penne. 
Flefh and bloud are fraile creatures and partiall difcourfers ; 
but he approacheth neereft unto God, and yeeldeth fweeteft 
fruite of a divine difpofition, that is not tranfported with 
wrath, or any blinde paffion, but guided with cleere and 
pure reafon, the foveraigne principle of found proceeding. 
It is not the affirmative or negative of the writer, but the 
trueth of the matter written, that carryeth meat in the 
mouth and victory in the hande. There is nothing fo ex- 
ceeding foolifh but hath beene defended by fome wife man ; 
nor any thinge so passinge wife but hath bene confuted by 
fome foole. Mans will no fafe rule, as Ariftotle sayth : 
good Homer fometime fleepeth; S. Auguftine was not 
afhamed of his retractations ; S. Barnard faw not all thinges ; 
and the beft chart may eftfoones overthrow. He that 
taketh a confutation in hand must bringe the ftandard of 
judgement with him, and make wifedome the moderatour 
of wit. But I might afwell have overpaffed the censure as 
the perfons; and I have to do with a party that valueth 
both alike, and can phanfy no autor but his owne phanfy. 
It is neyther reafon, nor rime, nor witt, nor arte, nor any 
imitation that he regardeth; hee hath builded towers of 
Supererrogation in his owne head, and they muft ftand 
whofoever fall. Howbeit, I cannot overflipp fome without 
manifeft injury, that deserve to have their names enrolled 
in the firft rancke of valiant confuters: worthy men, but 
fubject to imperfections, to errour, to mutuall reproofe ; 
fome more, fome lesse, as the manner is, Harding and 
Jewell were our Efchines and Demofthenes; and {carfely 
any language in the Chriftian world hath affoorded a payre 


—s 


yee eg ae eee 
{itp % a an a ee pn ey 
m 


a 


¥ 


16 Pierces Supercrogation. 


of adverfaries equivalent to Harding and Jewell: two 
thundring and lightning oratours in divinity ; but now, at 
last, infinitely overmatched by this hideous thunderbolt in 
humanity, that hath the onely right tearmes invective, and 
triumpheth over all the fpirites of contradiction. You that 
have read Luther againft the Pope; Sadolet, Longolius, 
Omphalius, Oforius, againft Luther ; Calvin againft Sado- 
let, Melanchthon againft Longolius, Sturmius against Om- 
phalius, Haddon again{ft Oforius, Baldwin against Calvin, 
Beza againfte Baldwin, Eraftus againft Beza, Travers again{t 
Eraftus, Sutcliff against Travers, and so forth (for there 
is no ende of endleffe controversies; nor Bellarmine fhall 
ever fatisfye the Proteftantes ; nor Whittaker contente 
the Papiftes; nor Bancroft appeafe the Precifians; nor 
any reafon pacify affection; nor any authority refolve 
obftinacy). You that have most diligently read thefe, 
and thefe, and fundry other, reputed excellente in their 
kindes, caft them all away, and read him alone, that can 
fchoole them all in their tearmes invective, and teacheth 
a new-found arte of confuting, his all-onely arte. Martin 
himfelfe but a mea-cocke, and Papp-hatchet himfelfe but 
a milkefop to him: that inditeth with a penne of fury 
and the incke of vengeance, and hath cart-loades of paper- 
shot, and chainshot at commaundement. Tush! no man 
can blafon his armes but himfelfe. Behold the mighty 
champion, the dubble fword-bearer, the redowtable fighter 
with both handes, that hath robbed William Conquerour of 
his furname, and in the very firft page of his Straunge 
Newes choppeth-off the head of Foure Letters at a blow! 
Hee it is that hath it rightly in him indeede, and can 
roundly doe the feate, with a witneffe. Why, man, he is 
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worth a thoufand of thefe pidlinge and driblinge confuters, 
that fitt all day buzzing upon a blunt point or two, and 
with much adoe drifle out as many fentences in a weeke as 
he will powre-downe in an howre. It is not long since the 
goodlyeft graces of the moft-noble commonwealthes upon 
earth, eloquence in speech, and civility in manners, arrived 
in thefe remote parts of the world: it was a happy revolu- 
tion of thé heavens, and worthy to be chronicled in an 
Englifh Livy, when Tiberis flowed into the Thames, Athens 
removed to London, pure Italy and fine Greece planted 
themfelves in rich England : Apollo, with his delicate troupe 
of Mufes, forfooke his old mountaines and rivers, and tre= 
quented a new Parnaffus, and an other Helicon, nothinge 
inferiour to the olde when they were moft-folem nly haunted 
of divine wittes, that taught thetorique to fpeake with 
applause, and poetry to fing with admiration. But even 
fince that flourifhing tranfplantation of the daintieft and 
fweeteft lerning that humanity ever tafted, arte did but 
{fpringe in fuch as Sir John Cheeke and M. Afcham ; and 
witt budd in such as Sir Phillip Sidney and M. Spencer; 
which were but the violetes of March, or the primerofes of 
May, till the one begane to fprowte in M. Robart Greene, 
as in a fweating impe of the ever-greene Laurell: the other 
to bloffome in M. Pierce Pennileffe, as in the riche garden 
of pore Adonis ; both to growe to perfection in M. Thomas 
Nafhe, whofe prime is a harveft, whofe arte a mifterie, 
whofe witt a miracle, whofe ftile the onely life of the preffe, 
and the very hart-blood of the grape. There was a kind 
of {mooth, and clenly, and neate, and fine elegancy before 
(proper men, handfome giftes); but alacke! nothinge livelie 
and mightie, like the brave wxzo0 de monte, till his frifking 
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penne began to playe the Sprite of the Buttry, and to 
teach his mother-tongue fuch lufty gambolds as may make 
the gallanteft French, Italian, or Spanifh gagliards to blufhe 
for extreame fhame of their ideot fimplicitie. The dif- 
ference of wittes is exceeding ftraung and almost incredible. 
Good Lord! how may one man paffe a thoufand, and a 
thoufand not compare with one? Arte may give out pre- 
cepts and directoryes in communi forma, but it is fuper- 
excellent witt that js the mother pearle of precious inven- 
tion, and the goulden mine of gorgeous elocution. Na, it 
is a certaine pregnant and lively thing without name, but 
a queint miftery of mounting conceit, as it were a knacke 
of dexterity, or the nippitaty of the nappieft grape, that 
infinitely surpaffeth all the invention and elocution in the 
world : and will bunge Demofthenes owne mouth with new- 
fangled figures of the right ftampe, maugre all the thunder- 
ing and lightninge periodes of his eloquenteft orations, for- 
lorne creatures! T have had fome prettie-tei aes the fineft 
Tufcanifme in graine ; and have curioufly obferved the cun- 
ningeft experiments and braveft complements of afpiring 
emulation, but muft geeve the bell of fingularity to the 
humorous witt, and the garland of victory to the dominter- 
ing eloquence. I come not yet to the Praife of the Olde 
Affe: it is young Apuleius that feedeth upon this glory ; 
and having enclofed thefe rancke commons to the proper 
ufe of himfelfe and the capricious flocke, adopteth whom 
he lifteth without exception: as Alexander the Great had 
a huge intention to have all men his fubjects, and all his 
fubjects called Alexanders. It was ftrange newes for fome 
to be fo affefied, and a worke of fupererogation for him, so 
bountifully to voutchfafe his golden name, the appropriate 
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cognifance of his noble ftile. God-night, poore rhetorique 
of forry bookes ; adieu, good old humanity ; gentle artes 
and liberall fciences, content your felves; farewell, my 
deere moothers, fometime floorithing univerfities : fome that 
have long continued your fonnes in nature, your apprentifes 
in arte, your servauntes in exercife, your lovers in affection, 
and your vaffalles in duety muft either take their leaves of 
their fweeteft freendes, or become the flaves of that domi- 
niering eloquence that knoweth no art but the cutting arte, 
nor acknowledgeth any fchoole but the curtifan schoole. 
The reft is pure naturall, or wondrous fupernaturall. Would 
it were not an infectious bane, or an incroching pocke ! 
Let me not bee miftaken by finifter conftruction that 
wreafteth and wrigleth every fillable to the worft. I 
have no reference to my felfe, but to my fuperiours 
by incomparable degrees. To be a Ciceronian is a 
flowting ftocke: poore Homer, a wofull wight, may put 
his finger in a hole, or in his blind eye: the excellenteft 
hiftories and woorthieft chronicles (ineftimable monu- 


mentes of wifedome and valour) what but ftale antickes ? 


the flowers and fruites of delicate humanity, that were 
wont to be dainetily and tenderly conferved, now preferved 
with duft as it were with fugar, and with hoare as it were 
with hoony. That frifking wine and that lively knacke in 
the right capricious veine, the onely booke that holdeth 
out with a countenance, and will be heard when woorme- 
toungued oratours, duft-footed poets, and weatherwife hif- 
torians fhall not bee allowed a woord to caft at a doge. 
There is a fatall period of whatfoever wee terme flourifh- 
inge; the worlde runneth on wheeles, and there muft be a 
vent for all thinges. The Ciceronian may. fleepe til the 
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Scogginift hath plaid his part; one {ure conny-catcher 
woorth twenty philofophers ; a phantafticall rimefter more 
vendible then the notableft mathematician : no profeffion to 
the faculty of rayling; all harfh, or obfcure, that tickleth 
not idle phantafies with wanton dalliance or ruffianly jeftes : 
Robin Good-fellow, the meeteft autor for Robin Hoodes 
library: the leffe of Cambridge or Oxforde, the fitter to 
compile woorkes of Supererogation ; and wee that were 
fimply trayned after the Athenian and Roman guife, muft 
bee contente to make roome for roifters that knowe their 
place, and will take it. Titles and tearmes are but woordes 
of courfe: the right fellow, that beareth a braine, can knocke 
twenty titles on the head at a ftroke ; and with a jugling 
(hift of that fame invincible knacke defende himfelfe man- 
fully at the paper-barre. Though I be not greatly em- 
ployed, yet my leifure will fcarfely ferve to moralize fables 
of beares, apes, and foxes (fome men can give a fhrewd 
geffe at a courtly allegory), but where lordes in expreffe 
tearmes are magnifically contemned, doctours in the fame 
{tile may be courageoufly confuted. Liberty of tounge and 
pen is no bondman : nippitaty will not be tied toa poft: 
there is a cap of maintenaunce, called impudency ; and 
what fay to him, that in a fuperabundaunce of that fame 
odd capricious humour findeth wo /uch want in England, as 
of an Aretine, that might Siripp thefe golden Affes out of 
their gay trappinges, and after he had ridden them to death 
with rayling, leave them on the dunghill for carrion? A 
frolicke minde, and a brave fpirite to bee employed with 
his {tripping inftrument, in fupply of that onely want of a 
divine Aretine, the great rider of golden Affes. Were his 
penne as fupererogatory a workeman as his harte, or his 


r+ Ri CERES L ENE 4F “PAL PE «2 ‘ . , Eee 


Prerces Supererogation. 21 


lines fuch tranfcendentes as his thoughtes, Lord, what an 
egregious Aretine fhould we fhortly have! how exceffively 
exceeding Aretine himfelfe, that beftowed the furmount- 
ingeft amplifications at his pleafure, and was a meere hy- 
perbole incarnate! Time may worke an accomplifhment of 
woonders ; and his graund intentions feeme to prognofticate 
no leffe then the uttermoft poffibilities of capacity or fury 
extended: would God, or could the divell, give him that 
unmeafurable allowance of witt and arte, that he extreamely 
affecteth and infinitely wanteth, there were no encounter 
but of admiration and honour. But it may very well be- 
feeme me to conceale defectes ; and I were beft to let him 
runne out his jolly race, and to attende hys pleafure at all 
affayes, for feare hee degrade mee, or call mee a letter- 
monger. Oh, would that were the worft! Gallant gentle- 
men, did you ever fee the blades of two brandifhed fwordes 
in the handes of a fury? See them now: and lo! how the 
victorious duellift ftretcheth out the armes of his proweffe, 
to runne uppon thofe poore letters with a maine carreere. 
Aut nunc, aut nunguam: now the deadly ftroke muft be 
{tricken ; now, now he will furely lay about him, like a 
lufty throfsher, and beate all to powder that commeth in 
the mighty fwinge of his dubble flayle. But I know not 
what aftonifhing terror may bedimm my fight ; and perad- 
venture the one of thofe unlawfull weapons is no fword, but 
a fhaken firebrand in the hand of Alecto. All the worfe ; 
and he twice wo-begon, poore foule, that is at once affaulted 
with fier and iron, the twoo unmercifull inftrumentes of 
Mars enraged. God fhield quiet men from the handes 
of fuch cruell confuters, whofe argumentes are fwoordes, 
whofe fentences, murthering bullets; whofe phrafes, crof- 
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barres; whofe tearmes no leffe then ferpentine powder ; 
whofe very breath, the fier of the match : all exceedingly 
fearefull, fave his footinge, which may haply give him the 
flipp. Hee that ftandeth uppon a wheele, let him beware 
he fall not. I have heard of fome feate ftratagems as fly as 
the flyeft in Frontine or Polyen ; and could tell you a pretty 
tale of a flippery grounde that woulde make fome bodies 
eares glow, but hee that revealeth the fecrete of his owne 
advauntage may have fcope enough to befhrew himfeife. 
The A¢gyptian Mercury would provide to plant his foote 
upon a fquare ; and his image in Athens was quadrangular, 
whatfoever was the figure of his hatt; and although he 
were fometime a ball of Fortune (who can affure himfelfe 
of Fortune ?), yet was he never a wheele of foily, or an eele 
of Ely. The glibbeft tunge muft confult with his witt, and 
the roundeft head with his feete, or, peradventure, hee will 
not greatly thanke his tickle devife. The wheelewright may 
bee as honeft a man as the cutler, the drawer as the cutler, 
the devifer as the printer, the worft of the fixtas thesautor; 


‘but fome tooles are falfe prophets, and fome fhoppes fuller 


of fophiftry then Aristotles Elenches ; and if never any 
witty devifer did futtelly undermine himfelfe, good enough. 
I can tell you the wheele was an ancient hieroglyphique of 
the moft conning A*gyptians, and figured none obstheir 
higheft myfteries of triumph or glory. But when, againe, I 
lift up mine eyes, and behold the glorious picture of that 
moft threatning Slassher, is it poflible fo couragious a 
confuter fhould bee leffe terrible then the Bafilifke of Orus 
Apollo, that with his onely hiffing killed the poore {nakes, 
his neighbours? Can any letters live that he will flay ? 
Were not patience, or fubmiffion, or any courfe better then 
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farther difcourfe ? What fonder bufinefs then to troble the 
-printe with pamphlets that cannot poffibly live whiles the 
bafilifke hiffeth death ? Was I woont to jeft at Eldertons 
ballatinge, Gascoignes fonnettinge, Greenes pampletting, 
Martins libelling, Hollinfheads engrofing, somebodies abridg- 
ing, and whatchicaltes tranflating, and fhall Inow becomea 
{cribling creature, with fragmentes of fhame, that might long 
fithence have beene a frefh writer with difcourfes of applaufe? 
The very whole matter, what but a thinge of nothinge ? the 
methode, what but a hotchpott for a gallymafry ? by the 
one or other, what hope of publike ufe or private credite ? 
Socrates minde could as lightly digeft poifon as Mithridates 
boddy ; and how eafily have the greateft ftomackes of all 
ages, or rather the valianteft courages of the worlde, con- 
cocted the harfheft and rankeft injuries. Politique Philip, 
victorious Alexander, invincible Scipio, triumphant Cesar, 
happy Auguftus, magnificent Titus, and the flower of the 
nobleft mindes that immortality honoureth with a fweete 
facility, gave many bitter reprehenfions the flip, and finely 
ridd their handes of rougheft obloquies. Philofophy pro- 
feffeth more ; and the Philofopher of Emperours, or rather 
the Emperour of Philofophers, Marcus Antonius, when hee 
deferved beft, could with a felicity heare the woorft. Cher- 
rifh an inward contentement in thy felfe, my minde; and 
outwarde occurrences, whom they will not make, fhall not 
marre. It is as great a prayfe to be difcommended of the 
difhoneft as to be commended of the vertuous; fay, affirme, 
confirme, approve, juftify what you can, the captaine-fcolde 
hath vowed the laft word: none fo bolde to adventure any 
thinge as he that hath no good thinge to loofe; let him 
forge, or coyne, who will believe him? Lay open his vanity 
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or foolery, who knoweth it not ? yet who fo eager to de- 
fende or offende, with tooth or nayle, by hooke or crooke ? 
The arte of figges hadd ever a dapper witt, a deft conceite, 
a flicke forhead, a fmugg countenaunce, a ftinginge tongue, 
a nippinge hande, a bytinge penne, and a bottomleffe pitt 
of invention, ftoared with never-fayling fhiftes of counter- 
feite cranckes; and my betters by many degrees have bene 
faine to bee the God-fonnes of young Apuleius. Divers 
excellente men have prayfed the old affe; give the young 
affe leave to praife himfelfe, and to practife his minion rhe- 
torique uppon other. There is no dealinge where there is 
no healinge. To ftrive with dirt is filthy; to play with 
edged tooles, daungerous; to trie mafteries with a defpe- 
rate adverfary, hazardous; to encounter Demofthenes viper 
or Apolloes bafilifke, deadly. To intende your owne inten- 
tions with an inviolable conftancy, and to levell continually 
at your owne determined fcope, without refpecte of extra- 
vagant endes or cumberfome interruptions, the beft courfe 
of proceeding, and onely firme, cheerefull, gallant, and 
happy refolution. Every by-way that ftrayeth or gaddeth 
from that direct path a wandring errour, and a perillous 
or threatninge by-way a forreft of wilde beaftes. Hande, 
touch not the ranckeling byle, and throw away the launcing 
inftrument. 

I could conceive no leffe then thus, and thus, when I be- 
ganne to furview that braving Empreffe; and ever me 
thought, Aut nunc, aut nunquam, feemed to prognofticate 
greate tempeftes at hande, and even fuch valorous workes 
of fupererogation as woulde make an employed man of 
Florence or Venice, to breake day with any other impor- 
tant bufineffe of ftate, or traffique. I went on and on, 


” 


Prerces Supererogation. 25 


fill and ftill loking for thofe prefaged woondermentes ; and 
thought it Platoes great yeare, till I hadd runne thorough 
the armed pikes, and felte the whole dinte of the two 
vengeable unlawfull weapons. But, I believe, never poore 
man found his imagination fo hugely mocked as this con- 
futing jugler coofened my expectation without meafure; as 
if his whole drift had been nothinge elfe but a pleafurable 
comedy, or a mad ftratagem (like thofe of Bacchus and Pan) 
queintlye devifed to defeate the opinion of his credulous 
reader, and to furprife fimple minds with a moft unlikely 
event. A fine peece of conveiance in fome pageantes, and 
a brave defeigne in fitt place. Arte knoweth the pageants, and 
pollicy the place. In erneft, I expected nether an oratour 
of the ftewes, nor a poet of Bedlam, nor a knight of the 
alehowfe, nor a quean of the cuckingftole, nor a broker of 
baggage ftuffe, nor a pedler of Sraunge Newes, nor anye 
bafe trumperye or meane matters, when Pierce fhould racke 
his witt, and Penniles ftretch-out his courage to the utter- 
moft extent of his poffibility. But without more circum- 
locution, pryde hath a fall; and as of a catt, fo of Pierce 
himfelfe, howfoever infpired or enraged, you can have but 
his fkinne, puffed up with winde and bumbafted with vanitye. 
Even when he ftryveth for life, to fhewe himfelfe braveft in 
the flaunt-aflaunt of his courage; and when a man would 
verily beleeve he fhould nowe behold the ftately perfonage 
of heroicall eloquence face to face, or fee fuch an unfeene 
frame of the miracles of arte, as might amaze the heavenly 
eye of astronomy. Holla, fir! the fweete fpheres are not 
too-prodigall of their foveraine influences. Pardon mee, 
S. Fame. What the firft pang of his divine furie, but not- 
able vanitie ; what the feconde fitte, but woorthy vanitye? 


4 


— 
a 


LR A A LY A 


ye 


bs 


26 Pierces Supererogation. 


what the thirde career, but egregious vanity: what the 
glory of his ruffian rhetorique and curtifan philofophy, but 
excellent villany. That, that is Pierces Supererogation ; 
and were Penniles a perfon of any reckoning, as he is a 
man of notorious fame, that, that perhaps, in regarde of the 
outragious fingularity, might be fuppofed a tragicall or 
heroicall villany, if ever any villany were fo intituled. The 
prefent confideration of which fingularity occafioneth me 
to bethinke me of one, that this other day very foberlie 
commended fome extraordinary giftes in Nafhe; and when 
he had gravelie maintayned that, in the refolution of his 
confcience, he was fuch a fellowe as fome wayes had few 
fellowes, at laft concluded fomewhat more roundly. 

Well, my maifters, you may talke your pleafures of Tom 
Nafh ; who yet fleepeth fecure, not without prejudice to fome 
that might be more jelous of their name: but ature your 
felves, if M. Penniles had not bene deepely plunged in a pro- 
found exfiafie of knavery, M. Pierce had never written that 
famous worke of Supererogation, that now ftayneth all the 
bookes in Paules-churchyard, and fetteth both the univerfties 
to fchoole. Till I fee your fine/t humanitie beftow fuch a 
liberall exhibition of concett, and courage, upon your neateft 
qwittes, pardon me though I prefer one fmart pamflet of 
hknavery before ten blundring volumes of the nine Mufes. 
Dreaming and fmoke amount alike: life ts a gaming, a 
jugling, a fcoulding, a lawing, a fkirmifhing, a warre ; a Co- 
medie, a tragedy: the fturring witt, a quinteffence of quick- 
filver; and there ts noe deade flefhe in affection, or cou- 
rage. You may difcourfe of Hermes afcending fpirit; of 
Orpheus enchanting harpe ; of Homers divine furte; of Tyr- 
teus enraging trumpet; of Pericles bounfinge thunderclaps ; 
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of Platos enthufafticall ravifhment, and I wott not what 
marvelous egges in moonefhine; but a flye for all your fying 
Speculations, when one good fellow with his odd jefles, or one 
madd knave with his awke hibber-gibber, ts able to putt 
downe twentye of your fmuggeft artificiall men, that finiper it 
Jo nicely and coylie in their curious pointes. Try, when you 
meane to be difgraced : and never give me credit, if fanguine 
wrtt putt not melancholy arte to bedd. I had almoft faid, all 
the figures of rhetorique muft abate me an ace of Pierces 
Supererogation » and Penntiles hath a certayne nimble and 
climbinge reach of invention, as good as a long pole and a 
hooke, that never fayleth at a pinch. It were unnaturall, as 
the fiweete emperour Marcus Antoninus faid, that the fig-tree 
Should ever want juice. You that purpofe with great fummes 
of ftuddy and candles to purchafe the worfhipfull names of 
Dunfes and Dodipoles, may clofely fitt, or fokingly ly at your 
bookes ; but you that intende to be fine companionable gentle- 
men, {mirkinge wittes, and whipfters in the world, betake yee 
timely to the lively practis of the minion profeffion, and enure 
your mercurial fingers to frame femblable workes of Siuper- 
erogation. Certes, other rules are foppertes ; and they that 
will feeke out the archmiftery of the bufieft moderniftes, fhall 
find it nether more nor leffe then a certayne pragmaticall 
fecret, called Villany, the verte fcience of fciences, and the 
Familiar Spirit of Prerces Supererogation. Coofen not your 
felves with the gay-nothings of children and fchollers: no 
privitie of learning, or infpiration of witt, or revelation of 
mifteryes, ov arte notory, countervayleable with Pterces 
Supererogation ; which, having none of them, hath them all, 
and can make them all affes at his pleafure. The booke- 
woorme was never but a pick-goofe: it ts the multiplying 
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Spirit, not of the alchimift, but of the villantft, that knocketh 
the natle on the head, and fpurreth cutt farther in a day then 
the quickeft artift in a weeke, Whales other are reading, 
wryting, conferring, arguing, aifcourfing, experimenting, 
platforminge, mufing, buzzing, orl know not what, that ts 
the [pirrit, that with a woondrous dexterity fhapeth exquifite 
workes, and atchieveth puiffant exploites of Supererogation. 
O my good frends! as ye love the fweete world, or tender 
your deare Selves, be not unmindfull what ts good for the ad- 
vauncemente of your commendable partes. All is nothing 
without advancement. Though my experience be a cipher in 
thefe caufes, yet having ftudioufly perufed the newe arte- 
notory, that ts, the forefaid Supererogation, and having 
fraken fo mante learned affes by the eares, as it were by the 
hands, I could fay no leffe, and might thinke more. 
Something elfe was uttered the fame time by the fame 
gentleman, as well concerning the prefent ftate of France, 
which he termed the moft un-Chriftian kingdome of the 
moft Chriftian kinge; as touching certaine other newes of 
I wott not what dependence; but my minde was running 
on my halfpeny, and my head fo full of the foresaid round 
difcourfe, that my hand was never quyet, untill I had 
altered the tytle of this pamphlet, and newlie chriftened it 
Picrces Supererogation, as well in remembrance of the faide 
difcourfe, as in honour of the appropriate vertues of Pierce 
himfelfe ; who, above all the writers that ever I knew, fhall 
go for my money where the curranteft forgery, impudency, 
arrogancy, phantafticalitie, vanity, and great ftore of little 
diferetion may go for payment, and the filthieft corruption 
of abhominable villany paffe unlaunced. His other miracu- 
lous perfections are ftill in abeyance, and his monftrous ex- 
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cellencyes in the predicament of Chimera. The birde of 
Arabia is long in hatchinge ; and mightye workes of Super- 
erogation are not plotted and accomplifhed attonce. It is 
pittie fo hyperbolicall a conceite, overhawty for the fur- 
mounting rage of Taffo in his furious agony, fhould be 
humbled with fo diminutive a witt ; bafe enough for Elder- 
ton and the riffe-raffe of the fcribling rafcality. I have 
heard of many difparagementes in felowfhip, but never faw 
fo great impudency married to fo little witt, or fo huge 
prefumption allyed to fo petty performance. I muft not 
paint, though hee dawbe. Pontan, decipher thy vaunting 
Alopantius Ausimarchides a new; and Terence, difplay thy 
boaftinge Thrafo a new; and Plautus, addreffe thy vain- 
glorious Pyrgopolinices a new: heere is a bratt of arro- 
gancy, a gofling of the printing-houfe, that can teach your 
braggardes to play their partes in the printe of woonder, 
and to exploit redowtable workes of Supererogation, such 
as never were atchieved in Latin or Greek; which deferve 
to bee looked-for with fuch a longing expectation as the 
Jewes looke for their kingly Meffias, or as I looke for 
Agrippas dreadfull Pyromachy ; for Cardans multiplied 
matter that fhall delude the force of the canon; for Acon- 
tius perfect arte of fortifieing little townes againft the 
greateft battery ; for the Iliades of all courtly ftratagems 
that Antony Niccobonus magnifically promifeth ; for his 
univerfall repertory of all hiftoryes, contayning the memor- 
able actes of all ages, all places, and all persons; for the 
new Calepine of all learned and vulgar languages, written 
or {fpoken, whereof a loud rumour was lately published 
at Bafill; for a generall Pandectes of the lawes and ftatutes 
of all nations and commonwealthes in the worlde, largely 
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promifed by Doctor Peter Gregorius, but compendioufly 
perfourmed in his Syztagma Furis Univerfi ; for fundry 
fuch famous volumes of hugy miracles in the cloudes. Do 
not fuch arch-woondermentes of fupernaturall furniture 
deferve arch-expectation ? What fhould the fonnes of arte 
dreame of the philofophers ftone that, like Midas, turneth 
into golde whatfoever it toucheth, or of the foveraine and 
divine quinteffence that, like Esculapius, reftoreth health to 
fickneffe ; like Medea, youth to olde-age ; like Apollornus 
life to death? No ‘philofophers ftone or foveraine quint- 
effence, howfoever precioufly precious, equivalent to fuch 
divine woorkes of fupererogation. O, high-minded Pierce! 
hadd the traine of your woordes and fentences bene aun- 
{wearable to the retinue of your bragges and threates, or 
the robes of your apparaunce in person, futeable to the 
weedes of your oftentation in tearmes, I would furely have 
beene the firft that fhould have proclaimed you the molt 
fingular fecretary of this language, and the heavenlieft 
creature under the fpheres. Sweete M. Afcham, that was 
a flowing fpring of humanity, and worthy Sir Phillip Syd- 
ney, that was a florifhing fpring of nobility, muft have par- 
doned me; I would directly have difcharged my confcience. 
But you muft give plaine men leave to utter their opinion 
without courtinge: I honour high heads that ftand upon 
low feet ; I have no great affection to the gay fellowes that 
build up with their clambring hartes, and pull downe with 
their untoward hands. Give me the man that is meeke in 
{pirit, lofty in zeale, fimple in prefumption, gallant in en- 
devour, poore in profeffion, riche in performance. Some 
fuch I knowe; and all fuch I value highly. They glory 
not of the golden ftone, or the youthfull quinteffence ; but 
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induftrie is their goulden ftone, a¢tion their youthfull 
quinteffence, and valour their divine worke of Supereroga- 
tion. Everye one may thinke as he lifteth, and fpeake as 
he findeth occafion ; but in my fancy they are fimply the 
fimpleft fellows of al other that boaft they will exploite 
miracles, and come fhort in ordinarie reckonings. Great 
matters are no woonders when they are menaced or pro- 
mifed with big othes ; and {mall thinges are marvels when 
they are not expected or fufpecéted. I wondred to heare 
that Kelly had gotten the Golden Fliece, and by vertue 
therof was fodenly advaunced into fo honorable reputation 
with the Emperours Majestye; but would have woondred 
more to have feene a woorke of Supererogation from Nathe, 
whofe witt muft not enter the liftes of comparifon with 
Kellyes alchimy, howfoever, he would feeme to have the 
ereene lion and the flying eagle ina boxe. But Kelly will 
bidd him looke to the fwolne toade and the daunfing foole. 
Kelly knoweth his Lutum Sapientieg, and ufeth his tearmes 
of arte. Silence is a great mifterye, and lowde wordes but 
a cowe-herds horne. He that breedeth mountaynes of 
hope, and with much adoe begetteth a molehill (fhall I tell 
him a newe tale in ould Inglifhe ?) beginneth like a mightie 
oxe, and endeth like a fory affe. To atchieve it without 
oftentation is a notable prayfe; but to vaunt it without 
atchevement, or to threaten it without effecte, is but a 
dubble proofe of a fimple witt. Execution fheweth the 
hability of the man; prefumption bewraieth the vanitie of 
the mind. ‘The funne fayth not, I will thus and thus dif- 
playe my glorious beames, but fhineth indeede ; the fpringe 
braggeth not of gallant flowers, but florifheth indeede ; the 
harveft boafteth not of plentifull fruit, but fructifieth in 
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deede. Aésops fellowes being afked what they could doe, 
anfwered they could do any thing ; but A®sope, making a 
{mall fhowe, could doe much indeede : the Greeke fophifters, 
knowing nothinge in comparifon (knowledge is a dry water), 
profeffed a fkill in all thinges ; but Socrates, knowing ina 
manner all things (Socrates was a f{pringing rocke), pro- 
feffed a fkill in nothinge; Lullius and his fectaryes have 
the fignet of Hermes, and the admirable arte of difputinge 
infinitly de omni scibili ; but Agrippa, one of the univerfal- 
left {chollars that Europe hath yeelded, and fuch a one as 
fome learned men of Germany, France, and Italie intituled 
the Omnifcious Doétour, focraticallie declameth againft 
the vanitye of fciences, and for my comforte penneth the 
Apology of the Affe. Never any of thefe prating vagabundes 
had the vertuous elixir, or other important fecret (yet who 
fuch monarches for phifique, chirurgery, fpagirique, aftro- 
logy, palmaftry, naturall and fupernaturall magique, necro- 
mancy, familiar-{piritfhipp, and all profound cunninge, as 
fome of thefe arrant impoftours?) hee is a Pythagorean, 
and a clofe fellow of his tongue and pen, that hath the 
right magi/terium indeede, and can difpatch with the 
finger of art that they promis with the mouth of cofenage. 
They that vaunt do it not, and they that pretend leaft ac- 
complifh moft. High-fpirited Pierce doe it indeede that 
thou crakeft in vaine, and I will honour thy worke, that 
fcorne thy worde. When there was no neede, thy breath 
was the mouth of A=tna, and, like a Cyclops, thou didftt 
forge thunder in Mongibello. Now the warringe planet was 
expected in perfon, and the Fiery Trigon feemed to give the 
alarme ; thou talke/t of cattes meate and dogges meate enough : 
and wilt try it out by the teeth at the figne of the dogs- 
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head in the pot. Oh, what a chatering monky is here! 
and, oh, what a dog-fly is the dog-f{tarr proved! Elderton 
would have anfwered this geere out-of-cry ; or, had I the 
witt of Scoggin, I could fay fome thing to it : but I looked 
for cattes meate in agua fortis, and dogs meat in gun- 
powder, and can no {kill of thefe termes, fteeped in thy 
mothers gutter and thy fathers kennel. Na, if you will 
needes {trike it as dead as a dore naile, and run upon me 
with the blade of cattes meate, and the fierbrond of dogges 
meate, I have doone; or, in cafe your meaning be, as you 
ftoutely proteft, to trounce me after twenty in the hun- 
dred, and to have a bout with me with two ftaves and a pyke, 
like a tall fellowe of Cracovia, there is no dealing for fhort 
weapons. Young Martin was an ould hackfter; and had 
you plaid your maifters pryzes in his time, he peradventure 
durfte have looked thofe two ftaves in the face, and would 
have defired that pike of fome more acquaintance; but 
truce keepe me out of his handes, that fighteth furioufly 
with two ftaves of cattes meate, and a pyke of dogges 
meate; and is refolutely bente the befte blood of the 
brothers fhall pledge him in vineger. Happy it is noe 
worfe then vineger! a good fawce for cattes meate and 
dogges meate. Gentlemen, you that thinke prommiffe a 
bonde, and ufe to performe more then you threaten, never 
beleeve Braggadocio againe for his fake. When he hath 
done his beft and his worft, truft me, or credit your owne 
eies, his beft beft is but cattes meate, and his worft worft but 
doggs-meate enough. What, fhould I goe circuiting about 
the bufhe? He taketh the fhorteft cutt to the wood, and 
difpatcheth all controverfies in a few fignificant termes ; 
not thofe of gunpowder, which would afke fome charging, 
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and difcharging, but thefe of dogges-meat, which are up 
with a vomit. He that is not fo little as the third Cato 
from heaven, or the eight wife-man upon earth, may fpeake 
with authority, and chriften me @ dui/e, a foole, an tdeot, a 
dolt, a goofe-capp, an affe, and 1 wot not what, as filthy as 
filthy may be. Dogged impudency hath his proper idiot- 
ifme, and very clarkly fcholeth the eares of modeftie to 
fpell fa-fe-fi-fo-fu. Simple wittes would be dealt playnly 
withall: I ftand not upon coye or nice poyntes, but am 
one of thofe that would gladlie learne their owne imperfec- 
tions, errours, and follies in /peczalifima [pecte, (eDeait 
knowne unto all men bythefe prefentes, that Thomas Nafhe, 
from the topp of his witt looking downe upon fimple 
creatures, calleth Gabriell Harvey a dunfe, a foole, an ideot, 
a dolt, a goofe-capp, an affe, and foe fourth (for fome of 
the refidue is not to be fpoken but with his owne manerly 
mouth) ; but the wife man in printe fhould have done well 
‘a his learned confutation to have fhewed particulerlie 
which woords in my letters were the wordes of a dunfe ; 
which fentences, the fentences of a foole ; which arguments, 
the arguments of an ideot ; which opinions, the opinions of 
a dolt ; which judgements, the judgements of a goofe-cap ; 
which conclufions, the conclufions of an affe. Eyther this 
wold be dun (for I fuppofe he would be loth to prove fome 
affes, that in favour have written otherwife, and in reafon 
are to verify their owne teftimonies), or he muft be fayne 
himfelfe to eate his owne cattes-meate and dogges-meat ; 
and fwallow downe a dunfe, a foole, an ideot, a dolt, a 
goofe-cap, an affe in his owne throate, the proper cafe of 
his filthieft excrements, and the finke of the famous rafcal, 
that had rather be a poulcatt with a ftinkinge ftur then a 
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mufk-cat with gratious favor. Pardon me, gentle Civilitie : 
if I did not tender you, and difclame impudency, I could 
do him fome peece of right, and fhew him his well favored 
face in a criftall as true as Gafcoignes Steele-glas. But ¢ru/¢ 
him not for a dodkin (it is his owne requett), zf 1 ever did 
my Doctors Actes; which a thowfand heard in Oxforde, 
and fome knew to be done with as little premeditation as 
ever fuch actes were done; for I anfwered upon the quef- 
tions that were given me by Doctor Cathedrz but two dayes 
before; and read my curfory lecture with a dayes warn- 
ing: or if I be not A Fawne-gueft meffenger betweene M. 
Chriftopher Bird, in whofe company I never dined or 
{upped thefe fix yeares, and W. Emmanuell Demetrius, 
with whom I never dranke to this day. Other matters, 
touching her Highneffe affabilitie toward Schollers, (fo her 
Majefties favour to mee muft bee interpreted) the privy 
watch-wordof honourable men in their letters commendatory, 
even tn the highe/t degree of prayfing (fo our high chauncel- 
lours commendation muft bee quallified) Nafhes grave 
cenfure of publike invectives and fatyres (fo Harveyes flight 
opinion of contentious and feditious libels muft be crof- 
bitten) his teftimony of Ciceroes confolation ad Dolabellaim 
(which he will needes father upon me in reproch, though 
his betters wil never pen fuch a peece of Latin, whofoever 
wer the ftepp-Tully) his derifion of the moft profitable and 
valorous mathematical arts (whofe induftrie hath atcheeved 
woonders of mightier puiffance then the labours of Her- 
cules ;) his contempt of the worthie/t persones in every 
faculty (which he alwayes cenfureth as his punyes and 
underlinges) Azs palpable atheifine, and adrinkinge a cup of 
lammeswool to the Lambe of God; his gibinge at Heaven 
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(the haven where my deceafed brother is arrived), with a 
deepe cut out of his gramer rules, a/tra petit difertus: the 
very ftarres are fcarres where he lifteth; and a hundred 
fuch and fuch particularities, that requier fum larger dif- 
courfe, fhew him to be a youngman of the greeneft {pringe, 
as beardles in judgement as in face, and as penniles in witt 
asin purfe. It is the leaft of his famous adventures that 
he undertaketh to be Greenes advocate, as divine Plato af- 
fayed to defend Socrates at the barr; and I knowe not 
whether it be the leaft of his dowtye exploites, that he 
falveth his frendes credit, as that excellent difciple faved 
his maifters life. He may declare his deere affection to his 
paramour ; or his pure honeftye to the world ; or his con- 
{tant zeale to play the Divels Oratour ; but noe apology of 
Greene, like Greenes Grotes-worth of Witt; and when Nath 
will indeede accomplifh a worke of Supererogation, let him 
publith Nafhes Penniworth of Difcretion. If he be learneder 
or wifer then other in fo large an affife, as fhould appeare 
by the reporte of his owne mouth, it is the better for him ; 
but it were not amiffe he fhould fumtime looke-backe to the 
budget of ignorance and folly that hangeth behind him, as 
otherwhiles he condefcendeth to glaunce at the fatchell of 
his grammar bookes. Calumny, and her coofen-german 
impudency, wil not alwaies hould-hout rubbers ; and they 
neede not greatlie bragge of their harveft, that make phan- 
tafie the roote, vanity the ftalke, follye the eare, penurye 
the cropp, and fhame the whole fubftance of their ftuddies. 
To be over-bould with one or two is fomething: to be fawcy 
with many is much: to {pare few or none is odious: to be 
impudent with all is intollerable. There were fayre play 
enough, though foule play were debarred; but boyes, fooles, 
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and knaves, take all in fnuffe, when the variance might be 
debated in the language of curtefie: and nothing but horfe- 
play will ferve, where the colt is difpofed to play the jade. 
Did I lift to perfecute him in his own vaine, or were I not 
reftrained with refpective termes of divine and civill mode- 
ration, 6, Aretin! how pleafurably might I canvas the 
bawling cur, in a toffing fheete of paper: or 6, Gryfon! who 
could more eafilie difcover a newe arte of riding a head- 
{trong beafte? But that which Nafhe accounteth the 
bravery of his witt and the dubble creaft of his ftyle, lam 
in difcretion to cut-of, and in modefty yeeld it his onely 
glorye to have the fowleft mouth that I ever fawe, and the 
ftrongeft breath that I ever fealt. When witty girding 
faileth, as it pitifully fayleth in every page of that Super- 
arrogatory worke, Lord! what odious baggage, what raf- 
cal ftuffe, what villanous trumpery filleth-upp the leafe: and 
howe egregioufly would he playe the vengeable fycophant, 
if the conveiance of his arte or witt were in anye meafure of 
proportion correfpondent to his peftilent ftomacke! But 
in the felleft fitt of his furye, even when he runneth upon 
me with openeft mouth, and his fpite, like a poyfonous toade, 
fwelleth in the full, as if fome huge timpany of witt would 
prefentlye poffeffe his braine, or fome horrible fiery fpright 
would flye in my face, and blaft me to nothing: then, good 
Dick Tarleton is dead, and nothing alive but cattes-meat 
and dogges-meat enough. Na, were it not that hee hadd 
dealt politiquely in providinge himfelf an autenticall fuerty, 
or rather a mighty protectour at a pinch, fuch a devoted 
freend and infeparable companion, as Aéneas was to Achates, 
Pylades to Oreftes, Diomedes to Ulyffes, Achilles to Patro- 
clus, and Hercules to Thefeus, doubtleffe hee had beene 
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utterly undone. Compare olde and new hiftories, of farre 
and neere countries, and you fhall finde the late manner 
of fworne brothers to be no new fafhion, but an auncient 
cuife and heroicall order, devifed for neceffity, continued 
for fecurity, and maintayned for proffite and pleafure. In 
braveft actions, in weightieft negotiations, in hardeft dif- 
treffes, in how many cafes, one man no boddy, and a dayly 
frend as neceffary as our dayly bread. No treafure more 
precious, no bonde more indefefible, no caftle more 1m- 
pregnable, no force ‘more invincible, no trueth more infal- 
lible, no element more needefull then an entire and affured 
affociate ; ever preft, afwell in calamity to comfort, or in 
adverfity to relieve as in profperity to congratulate, or in 
advauncemente to honour. Life is fweete, but not with- 
out fweete focietie; and an inward affectionate frend (as it 
were an other the fame, or a fecond felfe,) the very life of 
life, and the f{weet-harte of the hart. Nafhe is learned, and 
knoweth his Leripup. Where was Euryalus, therewas Nifus; 
where Damon, there Pythias ; where Scipio, there Lelius ; 
where Apollonius, there Damides; where Proclus, there 
Archiadas ; where Pyrocles, there Mufidorus ; where Nafhe, 
there his Nifus, his Pythias, his Lzelius, his Damides, his 
Archiadas, his Mufidorus, his indivifible companion, with 
whofe puiffant helpe hee conquereth wherefoever he raung- 
eth. Na, Homer not fuch an author for Alexander ; nor Xe- 
nephon for Scipio ; nor Virgil for Auguftus ; nor Juftin for 
Marcus Aurelius ; nor Livy for Theodofius Magnus ; nor 
Cesar for Selymus; nor Philip de Comines for Charles the 
fift; nor Macchiavell for fome late princes ; nor Aretin for 
fomé late curtefans, as his authour for him, the fole auth- 
our of renowned viétorie. Marvel not that Erafmus hath 
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penned the Encomium of Folly, or that fo many fingular 
learned men have laboured the commendation of the affe : 
he it is that is the godfather of writers, the fuperintendent 
of the preffe, the mufter-maifter of innumerable bands, the 
generall of the great fielde: hee and Nathe will confute 
the world. And where is the egles quill that can fuff- 
ciently advance the firft {poiles of their new conquettes ? 
av hitt, fory pen! and .be advifed how. thou prefume above 
the higheft pitch of thy poffibility. Hee that hath chrif- 
tened fo many notable authours, cenfured fo many elo- 
quent pennes, enrowled fo many worthy garrifones, and en- 
camped fo many noble and reverend lordes, may be bould 
with me. If I bean affe, I have company enough; and if 
I be no affe, I have favour to be enftalled in fuch companye. 
The name will fhortly grow in requeft, as it fometime flo- 
rifhed in glorious Rome; and who then will not fue to be 
free of that honorable company? Whiles they are ridden, 
I defire not to be fpared: when the hott-fpurr is aweary 
with tyring them, he wil fcarfly troble himfelf with a {kin - 
or, if he do, I may chance acquaint him with a fecret indif- 
tillation. He that drinketh oyle of prickes fhall have 
much adooe to voide fyrup of rofes ; and he that eateth 
nettles for provander hath a priviledg to piffe upon lillyes 
for litter. Poules Wharfe honour the memorye of oulde 
John. Hefter, that would not fticke with his frende for 
twentye fuch experimentes ; and would often tell me of a 
magiftral unguent for all fores. Who knoweth not that 
magiftral unguent knoweth nothing, and who hath that 
magiftral unguent feareth no gunfhott. The confuter 
meant to be famous, like Poggius that altobe-affed Valla, 
Trapezuntius, and their defendantes, many learned Italians, 
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or might have given a geffe at fome poffible afterclaps, as 
good asa prognoftication of an after-winter. Though Pierce 
Penniles, for a fpurt, were a ranke rider, and, like an arrant 
knight, overran nations with a carreer, yet Thomas Nafhe 
might have been advifed, and in pollicy have fpared them, 
that in compaffion favoured him, and were unfaynedlye 
fory to finde his miferable eftate, afwell in his ftyle as in his 
purfe, and in his wit as in his fortune. Some complexions 
have much adooe to alter their nature, and Nafhe wil carrie 
a tache of Pierce to his grave (we have worfe proverbes in 
Englifhe ;) yet who feeith not what apparent good my let- 
ters have done him, that before overcrowed all commers 
and goers with like difcretion, but nowe, forfooth, hath 
learned fome fewe handfome termes of refpecte, and verye 
mannerly beclaweth a fewe, that he might the more licen- 
tioufly befmeere one. S. Fame give him joye of his black 
cole, and his white chalke! 

Who is not limed with fome default, or who reddier to 
confeffe his own imperfeétions then myfelfe ? but when, in 
profeffed hatred like a mortal feudift, he hath uttered his 
very uttermoft fpite, and wholly disgorged his rancorous 
ftomacke, yet can he not fo much as devife any particular 
action of trefpas, or object any certaine vice again{ft me, 
but only one grevous crime, called pumps and pantofles 
(which, indeede, I have worne ever fince I knew Cambridge) 
and his owne deereft hart-root, pride ; which, I proteft be- 
fore God and man, my foule in judgment as much detefteth 
as my body in nature lotheth poyfon, or any thing abhor- 
reth his deadlye enemy, even amongft thofe creatures which 
are found fatally contrary by naturall antipathy. It is not 
exceffe, but defeéte of pride, that hath broken the head of 
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fome mens preferment. Afpiring mindes can foare aloft ; 
and felfe-conceit, with the countenaunce of audacity, the 
tongue of impudency, and the hand of dexterity, preafeth 
bouldly into the forwardeft throng of the fhouldring ranke, 
whiles difcretion hath leafure to difcourfe, whether fome- 
deale of modefty were meeter for manye that prefume 
above their condition, and fome deale of felfe-liking fitter 
for fome that have fealt no greater want then want of pride. 
It may feeme a rude difpofition that forteth not with the 
quality of the age ; and pollicy deemeth that vertue a vice, 
that modefty, fimplicity, that refolotenes, diffolutenes, that 
conformeth not it felfe with a fupple and deft correfpon- 
dence to the prefent time. But no fuch oxe, in my mind, as 
Tarquinius Superbus : no fuch calfe as Spurius Melius : no 
fuch colt as Publius Clodius: no fuch ape as Lucians Rhe- 
torician, or the Divels Oratour. Blind ambition, a noble 
bayarde; proud arrogancy, a goulden affe; vaine conceit, 
a gaudy peacocke ; all bravery that is not effectuall, a gay 
nothing. He upbraideth me with his own good nature; 
but where fuch an infolent braggard, or fuch a puffing thing 
as himfelfe, that in magnifying his owne bable, and debaf- 
ing me, revileth them, whofe bookes or pantofles he is not 
worthy to beare? If I be an affe, what affes were thofe cur- 
teous frendes, thofe excellent learned men, thofe worthip- 
full and honorable perfonages, whofe letters of undeferved, 
but fingular, commendation may be fhewen? What an 
affe was thifelfe, when thou didft publith my praife amongft 
the notableft writers of this realme ? or what an affe art thi- 
felf that, in the fpitefulleft outrage of thy maddeft confuta- 
tion, doft otherwhiles enterlace fome remembrances of more 
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without ambition? The truth is, I ftande as little upon 
others commendations, or mine owne titles, as any man in 
England whofoever: if there be nothing els to folicite 
my caufe, but being fo fhamefully and intollerably pro- 
voked in the moft villanous termes of reproch, I were in- 
deede a notorious infenfate affe, in cafe I fhould eyther 
fottifhly neglect the reputation of foe worthy favorers, or 
uttery abandon mine owne credit. Sweet gentlemen, re- 
nowned knightes, and honorable lordes, be not afhamed of 
your letters, imprinted, or written: if I live, feeing I muft 
eyther live in ¢exedris with obloquy, or in /zce with proofe, 
by the leave of God, I will proove mifelfe no affe. I fpeake 
not onely to M. Bird, M. Spencer, or Monfieur Bodin, 
whom he nothinge regardeth (yet I would his owne learn- 
ing or judgmente were anye way matchable with the worft 
of the three) but amongft a number of fundrie other learned 
and gallant gentlemen, to M. Thomas Watfon, a notable 
poet; to M. Thomas Hatcher, a rare antiquary; to M. 
Daniel Rogers of the court ; to Doétor Griffin Floyd, the 
Queenes profeffour of lawe at Oxforde ; to Doétor Peter 
Baro, a profeffour of divinity in Cambridg ; to Doctor Bar- 
tholomew Clark, late Deane of the Arches; to Doctor 
William Lewen, Judge of the Prerogative Court; to Do¢tor 
John Thomas Freigius, a famous writer of Germany ; to 
Sir Philip Sidney; to M. Secretary Wilfon; to Sir Thomas 
Smith; to Sir Walter Mildmay ; to milord the Bifhop of 
Rochefter; to milord Treafurer; to milord the Earle of 
Leicefter, unto whofe worfhipfull and honorable favours 
I have been exceedingly beholding for letters of extraor- — 
dinary commendation; fuch, as fome of good experience 
have doubted whether they ever voutfafed the like unto 
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any of either univerfity. I befeech God I may deferve the 
leaft parte of their good opinion, eyther in effectuall proofe, 
or in dutifull thankefullneffe ; but how little foever I pre- 
fume of mine owne fufficiency (he that knoweth himfelfe 
hath fi[g]nal caufe to conceive any high hope of low meanes) 
as in reafon I was not to flatter mifelfe with their bountifull 
commendation; fo in judgement I am not to agreeve mi- 
felfe with the odious detra€tion of this peftilent libeller, or 
any like defpiteous flanderer, but in patience am to digeft 
the one with moderation, as in temperance I qualified the 
other with modefty. Some would fay, what is the peevifhe 
grudge of one beggarly rakehell, to fo honorable liking of 
fo many excellent and fome fingular men? but God in 
heaven teach me to take good by my adverfaries invective, 
and no harme by my favourers approbation. It is neither 
the one nor the other, that deferveth evill or well; but the 
thing it felfe that edifieth, without which praife is fmoke, 
and with which difpraife is fyer. Let me enjoy that effen- 
tial point, and hauke, or hunt, or fishe after praife you that 
lift. Many contumelious and more glorious reports have 
paffed from enemies and frends without caufe, or upon 
{mal occafion: that is the onely infamy that cannot acquit 
it felfe from guiltineffe; and that the only honor that is 
grounded upon defert. Other winds of diffamation want 
matter to upholde it ; and other fhadowes of glory lacke a 
body to fupport it. In unhappineffe they are happy, of 
whofe bad amounteth good ; and in unhappineffe they un- 
happy, whofe good proveth bad: as glory eftfoones fol- 
loweth them, that fly from it, and flyeth from them, that 
followe it. There is a terme probatory that will not ly ; 
and commendations are never autenticall, until they bee 
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fiened with the feale of approoved defert, the only infallible 
teftimoniall. Defert (maugre envy, the companion of ver- 
tue) Socrates high waye to honour; and the totall fumme 
of Oforius De Gloria. 1 will not enter into Macchiavels 
Difcourfes, Jovius Elogyes, Cardans Nativities, Cofmopo- 
lites Dialogues, or later hiftories in dyvers languages ; but 
fome worthelye continue honorable, whom they make dif- 
honorable, and contrariwife. Reafon hath an even hande, 
and difpenfeth to everye one his right. Arte amplifieth or 
extenuateth at occafion : the refidue is the liberality of the 
pen, or the poyfon of the inke: in logique, fophiftrie ; in 
law, injury; in hiftorie, a fable; in divinity, a lye. Horace, 
a fharpe and fententious poet, after his pithy manner, com- 
prizeth much in fewe wordes : 
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Falfus honor guvat, et mendax infamia terret, 
Quem, nifi mendacem, et mendofum ? 


For mine owne part, I am reafonably refolute both wayes, 
and ftand affraide of phantafticall discredit, as I ef{teeme 
imaginative credit, or a contemplative banquett. It fitteth 
not with the profeffion of a philofopher, or the conftancie of 
a man, to carrye the minde of a childe. or an youth, ora 
woman, or a flave, or a tyrant, or a beaft. That refteth not 
in my power to reforme or alter, I were very unwife if I 
should not endure with patience, mittigate with reafon, and 
contemne with pleafure. Onely I can be content, in certain 
behoovefull refpeéts, to yeeld a peece of a fatisfaction unto 
fome that requier it in affectionate termes , and what honeft 
minde, in cafe of mortalitie, hath not a care, how the pofte- 
rity may be informed of him? Other reafons I have elf- 
where affigned, and am here to prefent a vowe to humilitie, 
in deteftation of that which my difpofition abhorreth. 
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As for his lewd fuppofals and imputations of counterfait 
praifes, without anye probability of circumftance, or the 
leaft fufpition, but in his owne vengeable malitious head, 
the common forge of peftilent furmyzes and arrant flaun- 
ders, they are, like my imprifonment in the Fleete, of his 
{trong fantafie, and doe but intimate his owne fkill in falfi- 
fying of evidence, and fuborning of witneffes to his purpofe. 
He mufeth, as he ufeth ; and the goodwife his mother would 
never have fought her daughter in the ooven, if herfelfe had 
not beene well acquainted with fuch fhiftes of cunninge 
conveiance. He was never a zon proficient in good matters; 
and hath not ftudied his fellowes arte of cunny catching 
for nothinge. Examin the Printers gentle Preamble before 
the Supplication to the Divell, and tell me in good footh, 
by the verdicte of the Tuchftone, whether Pierce Penniles 
commende Pierce Penniles, or no; and whether that fory 
praife of the Authour Thomas Nathe, be not lothfome from 
the mouthe of the Printer Thomas Nafhe. In conjectural 
caufes I am not to avouch any thinge, and I mentioned 
not any fuch fuppofition before; but the tenour of the 
{tyle, and as it were the identitye of the phrafe, togither 
with this newe defcant of his profound infight in forgery, 
may after a fort tel tales out of the tytle De Secretis non 
revelandis, and yeld a certain {trong favour of a vehement 
prefumption. There is pregnant evidence enough, theugh 
I leave probable conjectures and violent prefumptions wher 
I found them. His Life daily feedeth his ftile; and his 
{tile notorioufly bewraieth his Life. But what is that to 
me, or the world, howe Nafhe liveth; or howe the poore 
fellowe his father hath put him to his foifting and fcribling 
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defperate infamous penne, and bee the fonne of a mule, or 
the printers gentleman, or what thou wilt forme. If thou 
wilt needs derive thy pettigree from the noble blood of the 
Kilprickes and Childeberds, kinges of France, what com- 
miffion have I to fitt upon genealogies, or to call nobilitie 
in queftion? If thou beift difpofed to fpeake as thou liveft, 
and to live like Tonofconcoleros, the famous Babylonian 
king, in curtefy or in pollicy forbeare one that is not over- 
hafty to troble himfelfe with trobling other. What I have 
heard credibly reported, I can yet be content to {mother in 
filence, and nether threaten thee with Tiburne, nor New- 
gate, nor Ouldgate, nor Counter, nor Fleete, nor any pub- 
lique penance, but wifhe thy amendment ; and dare not 
be too-fawcy with your good qualities, les[t] you confute my 
Maifterfhip of Arte, as you have done my Doétorfhip of 
Lawe. Never poore Doétorfhip was foe confuted. The beft 
is, I dote not upon it; and would rather be actually de- 
craded then any way difparage the degree, or derogate 
from them that are worthier of it. Reft you quiet, and | 
will not onely not ftruggle with you for a tytle, but offer 
here to renounce the whole advantage of a late inquifition, 
upon a clamorous denunciation of 5S. Fame herfelfe, who 
prefumed she might be as bould to play the blab with you, 
as you were to play the floven with her. Or if your pen be 
fo ranke that it cannot ftande upon any grounde but the 
foile of calumny, in the muck-yard of impudency, or your 
tongue foe laxative that it muft utterly utter a great hor- 
rible deale more then all; whuift a while, and for your in- 
ftruction, til fome pregnanter leffons come abrode, I wil 
breefely tell you in your eare a certaine familiar hiftory, 
of more then one or two breakefaftes, wherein fome eight or 
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nine eggs, and a pound of butter for your pore part, with 
Gods plenty of other victuals, and wine enough, powred-in 
by quartes and pottels, was a fcant pittance for an invinc- 
ible ftomack, two houres before his ordinary. I have readd 
of Apicius and Epicures Philofophy, but I perceave you 
meane not to be accounted a Pythagorean or a Stoique. 
What! gorge upon gorge, egges upon egges, and facke 
upon facke at thefe yeares? Berlady, Sir Kilpricke, you 
muft provide for a hott kitchin againfte you growe ould, 
if you purpofe to live Doétor Pernes or Do&or Renols 
yeares. Such egging and whitling may happen bring you 
acquainted with the triumphant chariot of rotten egges, if 
you take not the better order in tyme, with one or two of 
the feven deadly finnes. I will not offend your ftomacke 
with the nice and queint regiment of the dainty Platoniftes, 
or pure Pythagoreans: fine Theurgy, too-gant and meager 
a doctrine for the divels oratour: if the arte notory cannot 
be gotten without fafting and praying, muchgoditch-them 
that have it: let phantafticall or fuperftitious abftinence 
daunce in the aier, like Ariftophanes Clowdes, or Apuleius 
Witches : your owne method of thofe deadly finnes be your 
Caftell of Health. No remedy, you muft be dieted, and lett 
blood in the cephalica veine of affes, fooles, doltes, ideots, 
dunfes, dodipoules, and fo foorth infinitly ; and never truft 
me, if you be not as tame tonged and barren-witted as 
other honeft men of Lumbardy and the Low-Cuntries. 
Tufhe, man! I fee deeper into thee then thou feeift into 
thy felfe: thou haft a fuperficiall tange of fome little fome- 
thinge, as good as nothing ; and a running witt as fifking as 
any fifgig, but as fhallow as Trumpington foorde, and as 
flight as the newe workemanfhip of guegawes to pleafe 
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children, or of toys to mocke apes, or of trinketts to conquer 
favages. Only in that fingular veine of affes thou art in- 
comparable, and fuch an egregious arrant foole-munger as 
liveth not againe. She knew what fhe faid that intituled 
Pierce the hoggefhed of witt ; Penniles, the tofpot of elo- 
quence; and Nashe, the verye inventer of affes. Sherit is 
that muft broach the barrell of thy frifking conceite, and 
canonife the patriarke of newe writers. 

I will not heere decipher thy unprinted packet of baw- 
dye and filthy ryntes in the naftieft kind: there is a fitter 
place for that difcovery of thy fouleft fhame, and the 
whole ruffianifme of thy brothell Mufe, if fhe ftill proftitute 
her obfcene ballatts, and will needes be a younge curtifan 
of ould knavery. Yet better a confuter of letters then a 
confounder of manners; and better the dogges-meate of 
Agrippa, or cattes-meate of Poggius, then the fwines-meate 
of Martial, or goates-meate of Aretine. Cannot an Italian 
ribald vomit out the infectious poyfon of the world, but an 
Inglishe horrel-lorrel muft licke it up for a reftorative, and 
attempt to putrify gentle mindes with the vileft impoftumes 
of lewde corruption? Phy on impure Ganimeds, Herma- 
phrodits, Neronifts, Meffalinifts, Dodecomechanifts, Capri- 
cians, inventours of newe, or revivers of old leacheries, and 
the whole brood of venereous libertines, that knowe no reafon 
but appetite, no lawe but lufte, no humanitie but villanye, 
noe divinity but atheifme! Such riotous and inceftuous 
humours would be launced, not feafted: the divell is elo- 
quent enough to play his owne oratour: his damme, an old 
bawde, wanteth not the broccage of a young poet: wanton 
fprites were alwayes bufie, and Duke Allocer, on his luftye 
cocke-horfe, is a whot familiar. The fonnes of Adam, and 
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the daughters of Eve, have noe neede of the ferpentes ca- 
rowfe to fet them agogg; Sodome ftill burneth; and 
although fier from heaven fpare Gomorra, yet Gomorra 
ftil confumeth itfelfe. Even amorous fonnets, in the gal- 
lanteft and {weeteft civill veine, are but daintyes of a plea- 
furable witt, or junkets of a wanton liver, or buddes of an 
idle head: whatfoever fprowteth farther would be lopped. 
Petrarckes invention, is pure love it felfe ; and Petrarckes 
elocution, pure bewty it felfe: his Laura was the Daphne 
of Apollo, not the Thisbe of Pyramus; a delitious Sappho, 
not a lafcivious Lais; a saving Hefter, not a deftroying 
Helena; a nimph of Diana, not a curtifan of Venus. 
Aretines Mufe was an egregious bawd, and a haggifhe witch 
of Theffalia ; but Petrarcks verse a fine loover, that learneth 
of Mercury to exercise his fayreft giftes in a faire subject, 
and teacheth wit to be inamored upon beautye, as quick- 
silver embrafeth gold; or as vertue affecteth honour ; or as 
astronomy gazeth upon heaven, to make arte more excel- 
lent by contemplation of excellenteft nature. Petrarck was 
a delicate man, and with an elegant judgement gratiously 
confined love within the limits of honour, witt within the 
boundes of difcretion, eloquence within the termes of 
civility ; as not many years fithence, an Inglifhe Petrarck 
did, a fingular gentleman, and a sweete poet ; whose verfe 
fingeth as valour might speake; and whofe ditty is an 
image of the fun, voutfafing to reprefent his glorious face in 
a clowde.. All pofterity honour Petrarck, that was the 
harmony of heaven; the lyfe of poetry ; the grace of arte ; 
a precious tablet of rare conceits, and a curious frame of 
exquifite workemanfhip: nothing but neate witt and refined 
eloquence. Were the amorous mufe of my enemy fuch a 
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lively fpring of fweeteft flowres, and fuch a living harveft of 
ripeft fruits, I would abandon other loves, to dote upon 
that moft lovely mufe; and would debafe the dyamant in 
comparifon of that moft dyamant mufe. But out upon 
ranke and lothfome ribaldry ! that putrifieth where it fhould 
purify, and prefumeth to deflowre the mofte florifhinge 
wittes with whom it conforteth, eyther in familiarity or by 
favour, Ones Oviduwasetoommmucn for Roome, and one 
Greene too much for London; but one Nafhe more intol- 
lerable then both: not bicaufe his witt is anye thinge com- 
parable, but bicaufe his will is more outragious. Ferraria 
could fcarcely brooke Manardus, a poyfonous phifitian ; 
Mantua hardly beare Pomponatius, a poyfonous philo- 
fopher ; Florence more hardly tollerate Macchiavel, a ~ 
poyfonous politician ; Venice most hardly endure Arretine, 
a poyfonous ribald: had they lived in abfolute monarchies, 
they would have feemed utterly infupportable. Germany, 
Denmarke, Sweden, Polony, Boemia, Hungary, Moscovy, 
are noe foiles of any fuch wittes ; but neither Fraunce, nor 
Spaine, nor Turky, nor any puiffant kingdom, in one or 
other monarchy of the old or new world, could ever abide 
any fuch pernicious writers, depravers of common difcipline. 
Ingland, fince it was Ingland, never bred more honorable 
mindes, more adventurous hartes, more valorous handes, or 
more excellent wittes, then of late: it is enough for filly- 
folly to intoxicate it felfe, though it be not fuffered to de- 
fyle the lande, which the water environeth, the earth en- 
ritcheth, the ater enfweeteneth, and the heaven bleffeth. 
The bounteous graces of God are fowen thicke, but come 
up thin ; corruption had little need to be foftred; wanton- 
neffe wilbe a nurfe, a bawde, a poet, a legend to itfelfe : 
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vertue hath much a doe to hold out inviolably her purpofed 
courfe; refolution is a forward fellow, and valour a brave 
man ; but affections are infections, and appetite muft fome- 
time have his fwinge. Were appetite a loyall fubje€t to 
reafon, and will an affectionate fervant to wifdom, as labour 
is a dutiful vaffal to commodity, and travail a flying poft to 
honour, 6 heavens! what exploites of worth, or rather what 
miracles of excellency, might be atcheeved in an age of 
pollicy, and a world of induftry. The date of idle vanityes 
is expired: awaye with these scribling paltryes! there is 
an other Sparta in hande, that indeede requireth Spartan 
temperance, Spartan frugality, Spartan exercise, Spartan 
valiancye, Spartan perfeverance, Spartan invincibility, and 
hath no wanton leafure for the comedyes of Athens, nor 
anye bawdy howers for the fonges of Priapus, or the rymes 
of Nafhe. Had he begun to Aretinize when Elderton be- 
gan to ballat, Gafcoigne to fonnet, Turbervile to madrigal, 
Drant to verfify, or Tarleton to extemporife, fome parte of 
his phantafticall bibble-bables and capricious panges might 
have bene tollerated in a greene and wild youth; but the 
winde is chaunged, and there is a bufier pageant upon the 
ftage. M. Afchams Toxophilus long fithence fhot at a 
fairer marke; and M. Gafcoigne himfelfe, after fome riper 
experience, was glad to trye other conclufions in the Lowe 
Countryes, and beftowed an honorable commendation upon 
Sir Humftye Gilbertes gallant difcourfe of a difcovery for a 
newe paffage to the Eaft Indyes. But read the report of 
the worthy Wefterne difcoveries by the faid Sir Humfry 
Gilbert; the report of the brave Weft-Indian voyage by 
the conduétion of Sir Frauncis Drake ; the report of the 
horrible feptentrionall difcoveryes by the travail of Sir 
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Martin Forbifher; the report of the politique difcovery of 
Virginia by the colony of Sir Walter Raleigh; the report 
of fundry other famous difcoveryes and adventures, pub- 
lifhed by M. Rychard Hackluit in one volume, a worke of 
importance; the report of the hoatt wellcom of the terrible 
Spanifhe Armada to the coaft of Inglande, that came in 
clory, and went in difhonour ; the report of the redoubted 
voyage into Spaine and Portugall, whence the brave Earle 
of Effex, and the twoo valorous generals, Sir John Norris 
and Sir Frauncis Drake, returned with honour; the report 
of the refolute encounter about the Iles Azores, betwixt the 
Revenge of Ingland and an Armada of Spaine, in which 
encounter brave Sir Richard Grinvile moft vigoroufly and 
impetuoufly attempted the extreameft poffibilities of valour 
and fury. For brevity I overfkipp many excellent traicts of 
the fame or the like nature; but reade thefe, and M. Wil- 
liam Borrowghes notable difcourfe of the variation of the 
compas or magneticall needle, annexed to the new Attrac- 
tive of Robert Norman, hydographer: unto which two 
Ingland in fome refpectes is as much beholding, as Spayne 
unto Martin Cortes, and Peter de Medina for the arte of 
navigation ; and when you have obferved the courfe of in- 
duftry, examined the antecedents and confequents of tra- 
vail, compared Inglifh and Spanifh valour, meafured the 
forces of both parties, weighed every circumftance of ad- 
vantage, confidered the meanes of our affurance, and finally 
found profit to be our pleafure, provifion our fecurity, 
labour our honour, warfare our welfare, who of reckoning 

can fpare anye lewde or vaine tyme for corrupt pamphlets, © 
or who of judgment will not cry, Away with thefe paultringe 
fidle-faddles! When Alexander, in his conquerous expedi- 
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tions vifited the ruines of Troy, and revolved in his minde 
the valiant ates of the heroicall woorthies there atchieved, 
one offered to bring his majefty the harpe of Paris: Let it 
alone, quoth hee; it is the harpe of Achilles that muft 
ferve my turne. Paris uppon his harpe fang voluptuous 
and lafcivious carols; Achilles harpe was an inftrument of 
glory, and a quier of divine hymnes confecrated to the ho- 
nour of valarous captaines and mighty conquerours. He 
regarded not the dainety Lydian, Ionian, or Atolian me- 
lody, but the brave Dorian and impetuous Phrygian mu- 
fique, and waged Zenophantus to inflame and enrage his 
courage with the furious notes of battail. One Alexander 
was a thoufand examples of proweffe ; but Pyrrhus, the re- 
doubted king of the Epirots, was an other Alexander in 
tempeftuous execution, and in a moft noble refolution con- 
temned the vanities of unnoble paftimes ; in fo much that, 
when one of his barons afked his majeftie, whether of the 
twoo mufitians, Charifius or Python, pleafed his highneffe 
better? Whether of the two? quoth Pyrrhus: marry, Poly- 
fperces fhall go for my money. He was a brave captaine 
for the eie, and a fitt mufitian for the eare of Pyrrhus. 
Happy Polyfperces, that ferved fuch a mafter, and happy 
Pyrrhus, that commaunded fuch a fervaunt! Were fome 
demaunded, whether Greenes or Nafhes pamflets were 
better penned, I beleeve they would aunfweare ; Sir Roger 
Williams Difcourfe of War, for Militare Doétrine 7 ef/e ; 
and M. Thomas Digges Stratioticos, for Militare Difcipline 
in effe. And whiles I remember the princely care of Gelo, 
a famous tyrant of Sicill (many tyrants of Sicill were very 
politique) that commaunded his great horfe to be brought 
into the banquetting houfe, where other lordes called for 
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the harpe, other knightes for the waites, I cannot forget the 
gallant difcourfe of Horfemanship, penned by a rare gentle- 
man, M. John Afteley of the court, whome I dare intitle our 
Inglish Xenophon, and marvell not that Pietro Bizzaro, 
a learned Italian, propofeth him for a perfect patterne of 
Caftilios Courtier. And thinking upon worthy M. Afteley, 
I cannot overpaffe the like labour of good M. Thomas 
Blundevil without due commendation, whofe painefull and 
{killfull bookes of Horfemanship deferve alfo to be regiftred 
in the Catalogue of Xenophontian woorkes. What should 
I fpeak of the two brave knightes, Mufidorus and Pyrocles, 
combined in one excellent knight, Sir Philip Sidney ? at the 
remembrance of whofe woorthy and fweete vertues my hart 
melteth. Will you needes have a written Pallace of Plea- 
fure, or rather a printed court of honour, read the Coun- 
teffe of Pembrookes Arcadia, a gallant legendary, full of 
pleafurable accidents and proffitable difcourfes, for three 
thinges efpecially very notable: for amorous courting (he 
was young in yeeres) ; for fage counfelling (he was ripe in 
judgement) ; and for valorous fighting (his foveraine pro- 
feffion was armes); and delightfull paftime by way of paf- 
torall exercifes, may paffe for the fourth. He that will 
loove, let him learne to loove of him that will teach him to 
live, and furnish him with many pithy and effectuall inftruc- 
tions, delectably interlaced by way of proper defcriptions 
of excellent perfonages, and common narrations of other 
notable cccurrences ; in the veine of Saluft, Livy, Cornelius 
Tacitus, Juftine, Eutropius, Philip de Comines, Guicciar- 
dine, and the moft fententious hiftorians that have powdred 
their ftile with the falt of difcretion, and feafoned their 
judgement with the leaven of experience. There want not 
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fome futtle ftratagems of importance, and fome politique 
fecretes of privitie ; and he that would fkillfully and bravely 
manage his weapon with a cunning fury, may finde lively 
precepts in the gallant examples of his valianteft duellifts ; 
efpecially of Palladius and Daiphantus, Zelmane and Am- 
phialus, Phalantus and Amphialus ; but chiefly of Argalus 
and Amphialus, Pyrocles and Anaxius, Mufidorus and 
Amphialus, whofe lufty combats may feeme heroicall mo- 
nomachies. And that the valor of fuch redoubted men 
may appeere the more confpicuous and admirable by com- 
parifon and interview of their contraries, {mile at the ridi- 
culous encounters of Dametas and Dorus, of Dametas 
and Clinias: and ever when you thinke upon Dametas, 
remember the confuting champion, more furquidrous then 
Anaxius, and more abfurd then Dametas; and if I fhould 
alwayes hereafter call him Dametas, I fhould fitt him with 
a name as naturally proper unto him as his owne. Gallant 
gentlemen, you that honor vertue, and would enkindle a 
noble courage in your mindes to every excellent purpofe, 
if Homer be not at hand (whome I have often tearmed the 
Prince of Poets, and the Poet of Princes) you may read his 
furious Iliads and cunning Odyffes in the brave adventures 
of Pyrocles and Mufidorus; where Pyrocles playeth the 
dowty fighter, like Heétor, or Achilles; Mufidorus, the 
valiant captaine, like Pandarus, or Diomedes ; both the 
famous errant knightes like A®neas, or Ulyffes. Lord! 
what would himfelfe have prooved in fine, that was the 
gentleman of curtefy, the efquier of induftry, and the 
knight of valour at thofe yeeres? Live ever, fweete booke! 
the filver image of his gentle witt, and the golden pillar of 
his noble courage; and ever notify unto the worlde, that 
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thy writer was the fecretary of eloquence, the breath of the 
Mufes, the hoony-bee of the dayntieft flowers of witt and 
arte, the pith of morall and intellectuall vertues, the arme 
of Bellona in the field, the toung of Suada in the chamber, 
the {pirite of practife 27 effe, and the paragon of excellency 
in print. And now, whiles I confider what a trompet of 
honour Homer hath bene to fturre-up many woorthy 
princes, I cannot forget the woorthy prince that isa Homer 
to himfelfe, a golden fpurre to nobility, a fcepter to vertue, 
a verdure to the fpring, a funne to the day; and hath not 
onely tranflated the two divine poems of Saluftius du 
Bartas, his heavenly Urany, and his hellifh Furies, but 
hath readd a moft valorous Martiall le€ture unto himfelfe 
in his owne victorious Lepanio, a fhort, but heroicall worke, 
in meeter, but royal meeter, fitt for a Davids harpe. Le- 
panto, firft the glory of Chriftendome againft the Turke, 
and now the garland of a foveraine crowne. When young 
kings have fuch a care of their flourifhing prime, and, like 
Cato, are ready to render an accompt of their vacant 
howers, as if April were July, and May their Auguft, how 
{hould gentlemen of yeeres employ the golden talent of 
their induftry and travaile ? with what fervency, with what 
vigour, with what zeale, with what inceffant and indefatiga- 
ble endevour ? Phy upon fooleries! there be honourable 
woorkes to doe, and notable workes to read. The afore- 
named Bartas (whome elfewhere I have ftiled the Treafurer 
of Humanity and the Jeweller of Divinity) for the highneffe 
of his fubject, and the majefty of his verfe nothing inferiour 
unto Dante, (whome fome Italians preferre before Virgil, or 
Homer) a right infpired and enravifhed poet; full of 
chofen, grave, profound, venerable, and ftately matter; 
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even in the next degree to the facred and reverend ftile of 
heavenly divinity it felfe: in a manner the onely poet 
whome Urany hath voutfafed to laureate with her owne 
heavenly hand, and worthy to bee alleadged of divines 
and counfellours, as Homer is quoted of philofophers and 
oratours. Many of his folemne verfes are oracles; and one 
Bartis, that is, one French Salomon, more weighty, in ftern 
and mighty counfell, then the Seaven Sages of Greece. 
Never more beauty in vulgar languages, but his ftile 
addeth favour and grace to beauty; and in a goodly 
boddy reprefenteth a puiffant foule. How few verfes carry 
fuch a perfonage of ftate, or how few argumentes fuch a 
{pirite of majefty! Or where is the divine inftinéte that can 
fuficiently commende fuch a volume of celeftiall infpira- 
tion ? what a judgement hath the noble youth, the harvett 
of the {pring, the fapp of Apollos tree, the diademe of the 
Mufes, that leaveth the enticingeft flowers of delite, to reape 
the matureft fruites of wifedome? Happy plants, that 
fpeedily fhew foorth their generous nature! and a fove- 
raigne good poffeffeth thofe worthy mindes that fuffer not 
their affections to be inveigled or entangled with any un- 
worthy thought. Great exercifes become great perfonages: 
as the magnes approoveth his nobility in commaunding 
iron, and taming the fea; bafer, or meaner paftimes belong 
unto meaner perfons, as Jett difcovereth his gentry in 
drawing chaffe, haires, and fuch trifles. A meete qualitie 
for jett, or a pretty feate for amber, to juggle chaffe, feftues, 
or the like weighty burdens; but excellent mindes are em- 
ployed like the noble magnes, and ever converfant either 
in effecting, or in perufing, or in penning excellent workes. 
It were an impoffible attempte to do right unto the great 
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captaine, Monfieur de la Noé, and the brave foldiour, the 
Br French king himfelfe, two terrible thunderboltes of warre, 
and two impetuous whirlewinds of the field, whofe writ- 
x inges are like their actions, refolute, effe€tuall, valiant, poli- 
tique, vigorous, full of aéry and fiery fpirite, honourable, 
renowned wherefoever valour hath a mouth, or vertue a 
pen. Could the warlike horfe fpeake as he can runne and 
e fight, he would tell them, they are hoat knightes ; and could 
the bluddy fword write as it can fheare, it would dedicate a 
volume of fury unto the one, and a monument of victory 
unto the other. Albeit men fhould be malitious or forget- 
full ({pite is malitious, and ingratitude forgetfull) yet prow- 
effe hath a cloven tounge, and teacheth admiration in a 
fiery language to pleade the glorious honour of emproved 
valiancy. 

Some accufe their deftiny ; but bleffed key that openeth 
fuch lockes, and lucky, moft lucky fortune, that yeeldeth 
fuch vertue. Brave chivalry, a continuall witneffe of their 
valour and terribility in warre, and gallant induftry, the 
dayly bread of their life, in peace or truce. Report, fhining 
funne, the dayes-worke of the king; and, burning candle, 
relate his nightes ftuddy ; and both ridd me of an endleffe 
labour. For who ever prayfed the wonders of Heaven ? 

And what an infinite courfe were it, to runne thorough 
the particular commendations of the famous redoubted 
actours, or the notable pregnant writers of this age, even 
ee in the moft puiffant, heroicall, and argonauticall kinde! 

g: Nimble Endelechy hath been a ftraunger in fome countries, 
albeit a renowned citifen of Greece, and a free denifen of 
Italy, Spaine, Fraunce, and Germany; but welcome the 
moft naturall inhabitant of the world! the faile of the fhip, 
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the flight of the bowe, the fhott of the gunne, the wing of the 
eagle, the quinteffence of the minde, the courfe of the 
funne, the motion of the heavens, the influence of the {tarres, 
the heate of the fire, the lightneffe of the ayer, the {wift- 
neffe of the winde, the ftreame of the water, the frutefulneffe 
of the earth, the fingularitie of this age; and thanke thy 
moft-vigorous felfe for fo many precious workes of divine 
furie, and powerable confequence, refpectively comparable 
with the richeft treafuries and braveft armories of antiquitie. 
Thrife-happie, or rather a thoufand times happie creature, 
that with moft advantage of all honorable opportunities, and 
with the extremeft poffibilitie of his whole powers, inward 
or outward, emploieth the moft excellent excellencie of 
humane or divine nature! Other fecretes of nature and 
arte deferve an high reputation in their feverall degrees, and 
may challenge a foverain enterteinement in their fpeciall 
kinds; but Entelechy is the myfterie of myfteries under 
heaven, and the head-fpring of the powerfulleft vertues that 
divinitie infufeth, humanitie imbraceth, philofophie ad- 
mireth, wifedome praétifeth, induftrie emproveth, valour 
extendeth, or he conceived, that conceiving the wonderfull 
faculties of the mind, and aftonifhed with the incredible 
force of a ravifhed and enthufiafticall fpirite, in a profound 
contemplation of that elevate and tranfcendent capacitic 
(as it were in a deepe ecftafie, or feraphicall vifion), moft 
pathetically cryed out, 6 magnum miraculum Homo! No 
marvel, 6 great miracie, and 6 moft powerful Entelechy |! 
though thou feemift a pilgrim to Dametas, that art the 
familiar {pirite of Mufidorus ; and what wonder, though he 
empeach thy eftimation, that defpifeth the graces of God, 
flowteth the conftellations of heaven, frumpeth the opera- 
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tions of nature, mocketh the effectualleft and avayllableft 
arts, difdayneth the name of induftrie or honefty, fcorneth 
whatfoever may appeare vertuous, fawneth onely upon his 
owne conceits, claweth only his owne favorits, and quippeth, 
bourdeth, girdeth, affeth the excellenteft writers, of whatfo- 
ever note, that tickle not his wanton fenfe. Nothing me- 
morable or remarkable with him, that feafteth not the 
riotous appetite of the ribald, or the humorous conceit of 
the phantaft. It is his S. Fame to be the infamy of learn- 
ing; his reformation, to be the corruption of his*readem 
his felicitie, to be the miferie of youth; his health, to be 
the fcurfe of the citie, the feabbe of the univerfitie, the bile 
of the realme; his falvation, to be the damnation of what- 
foever is termed good, or accounted honeft. Sweet gentle- 
men, and florifhing youthes, ever aime at the right line of 
arte and vertue, of the one for knowledge, of the other for 
valour; ‘and let the crooked reétifie itfelfe. Refolution 
wandreth not, like an ignorant traveller, but in every enter- 
prife, in every affaire, in every {tuddie, in every cogitation 
levelleth at fome certaintie; and alwayes hath an eye to 
ufe, an eare to good report, a regard to worth, a refpect to 
affurance, and a reference to the end. He that erreth, 
erreth againft truth and himfelfe; and he that finneth, 
finneth againft God and himfelfe: he is none of my charge ; 
it fuffifeth me to be the curate of myne owne actions, the 
mafter of mine owne paffions, the frend of my frends, the 
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pittyer of my enemies, the loover of good witts and honeft 
mindes, the affectionate fervant of artes and vertues, the 
humble oratour of noble valour, the commender of the 
forefaid honourable writinges, or any commendable workes. 
Reafon is no mans tyrant, and dutie every mans vaffall that 
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deferveth well. Would this pen were worthy to be the 
flave of the worthieft a¢tours, or the bondman of the above- 
mentioned, and the like important autours! Such mercuriall 
and martiall difcourfes, in the ative and chivalrous veine, 
pleade their owne eternal] honour, and write everlafting 
fhame in the forhead of a thoufand frivolous, and ten thou- 
fand phantafticall pamflets. I would to Chrift fome of them 
were but idle toyes, or vayne trifles! but impuritie never 
prefumed fo much of impuritie, and licentious follie by 
priviledge, lewd ribaldrie by permiffion, and rank villanie by 
connivence are become famous autours; not in a popular 
{tate or a petty-principalitie, but in a foverain monarchie, 
that tendereth politique government, and is to fortifie itfelfe 
again{t forrein hoftilitie. If wifedome fay not, Phie for 
fhame! and autoritie take not other order in convenient 
time, who can tell what generall plague may enfue of a 
{peciall infection ? or when the kinges-evill is paft cure, who 
can fay, we will now heale it? The baddeft weede eroweth 
fafteft, and no gangrene fo pregnantly difpreddeth itfelfe 
as riott. And what riott fo peftiferous as that which in 
fugred baites prefenteth moft poifonous hookes? Sir Skelton 
and Mafter Scoggin were but innocents to Signior Capricio 
and Monfieur Madneffe, whofe peftilent canker fcorneth all 
the medicine of earth or heaven. 

My writing is but a private note for the publique adver- 
tifement of fome fewe, whofe youth afketh inftruétion, and 
whofe frailtie needeth admonition. In the cure of a canker, 
it isa generall rule with furgeons, it never perfectly healeth, 
unleffe the rootes and all be utterly extirped, and the flefhe 
regenerate. But the foundeft principle is, principits obfia ; 
and it goeth beft with them that never knewe what a canker 
or leper meant. 
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I {till hoped for fome graffes of better fruite; but this 
grand confuter of my letters and all honeftie ftill proceedeth 
from worfe to worfe, from the wilding-tree to the withie, 
from the dogge to the goate, from the catt to the {wine, 
from Primerofe hill to Colman hedge; and is fo rooted in 
deepe vanitie that there is no ende of his profound follie ; 
which deferveth a more famous encomiafticall oration then 
Erafmus renowned follie, and more glorioufly difdaineth 
any cure then the goute. I may anfwer his hoat raving in 
cold termes, and convince him of what notorious falfehood, 
or villanie I can; but fee the franke fpirite of a full ftomack ; 
and who ever was fo parloufly matched? Were not my 
fimplicitie, or his omnifufficiencie, exceeding great, I had. 
never bene thus terriblie overchallenged. Gabriel, if there 
be any witt or induftrie im thee, now / will dare it to the 
uttermoft: write of what thou wilt, im what language thou 
wilt, and I will confute and anfwere tt. Take truthes part, 
and I will prove truth to be no truth, marching out of thy 
doung-voiding mouth ; and fo forth in the braving tenour 
of the fame redoutable ftile. Good gentlemen, you fee the 
fweet difpofition of the man; and neede no other window 
into the clofet of his confcience, but his owne gloffe upon his 
owne text. Whatfoever poore I fay, in any matter, or in 
any language, albeit truth averr and juftifie the fame, he 
will flatly denie and confute, even bicaufe I fayutseapd 
onely bicaufe, in a frolick and dowtie jollitie, he will have 
the laft word of me. His grammer is his catechifme: Sz 
ais, nego: his ftomack, his diétionarie in any language, 
and his quarrell his logique in any argument: Lucian, 
Yulian, Aretin, I proteft; were you ought elfe but abhominable 
Atheifts, that I would obftinatly defende you, onely bicaufe 
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Laureate Gabriel articles againft you. Were there not other- 
wife a marvelous oddes, and incomprehenfible difference 
betwixt our habilities, he would never dare me, like a bold 
Pandare, with fuch ftout challenges and glorious protefta- 
tions ; but fingular wittes have a great advantage of fimple 
men, and cunning falfehood is a mightie confuter of plaine 
truth. 

No fuch champion as he that fighteth obftinatly with the 
target of confidence, and the long-{word of impudence. If 
any thing extraordinary emproveth valour it is confidence ; 
and if any thing miraculoufly fingularizeth witt it is impu- 
dence. Diftruft is a naturall foole, and modeftie an arti- 
ficiall foole ; he that will exploite wondermentes and karrie 
all before him like a fweep-ftake, muft have a hart of iron, 
a forhead of braffe, and a toung of adamant. Pelting cir- 
cumftances marre brave executions ; looke into the proceed- 
inges of the greateft doers, and what have they more then 
other men, but audacitie and fortune? 


Audendum eft aliquid, vinclis et carcere dignum, 

Sz vis effe aliquid. 7 
Simplicitie may have a geffe at the principles of the world, 
and Nafhe affecteth to feeme a compound of fuch ele- 
mentes; as bold as eger, and as eger as a mad dogge. 
He will confute me, bicaufe he will; and he can conquer 
me, becaufe he can. If I come upon him with a gentle 
reply, he will welcome me with a fierce rejoynder; for 
any my briefe triplication, he will provide a quadruplication 
at large, and fo forth in zxzfinztum, with an undauntable 
courage, for he fweareth he well never leave me as long as 
he is hable to lift a penne. ‘Twentie fuch famous depofitions 
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proclaime his dowtie refolution, and indefatigable hand at 
a pight fielde. Were I to begin agayne, or cold I hand- 
fomely devife to give him the cleanly flipp, I would never 
deale with a fprite of Coleman hedge, or a may-lord of 
Primerofe hill, that hath all humours in his liverie, and can 
put confcience in a vices coate. Na, hee will atchieve im- 
poffibilities, and in contempt of my fimplicitie, proove 
truth a counterfaict, and himfelfe a true witneffe of falfeft 
lyes. But Lord! that so invincible a gentleman fhould 
make fo folemne account of confuting, and reconfuting a 
perfon of fo little worth in his valuation! Sweet man, what 
fhould you thinke of trubling your-felfe with fo tedious a 
courfe, when you might fo blithly have taken a quicker 
order, and may yet proceede more compendioufly ? It had 
bene a worthy exploit, and befeeming a witt of fupereroga- 
tion, to have dipped a fopp in a goblet of reuni/h wine, 
and naming it Gabriel, (for you are now growne into great 
familiaritie with that name) to have devoured him upp at 
one bit ; or taking @ pickle herring by the throte, and chriften- 
ing it Richard (for you can chriften him at your pleafure) 
to have fwallowed him downe with a ftomack. Did you 
never heare of deteftable Jewes, that made a picture of 
Chrift, and then buffetted, cuggelled, fcourged, crucified, 
ftabbed, pierced, and mangled the fame moft unmercifully? 
Now you have a patterne, I doubt not but you can witha 
dexteritie chopp off the head of a dead honey-bee, and 
boaft you have ftricken John as dead as a doore nayle. 
Other fpoyle, or victorie (by the leave of the forefaid re- 
doubted daring) will proove a bufie peece of worke for the 
fonne of a mule, a rawe grammarian, a brabling fophifter, a 
counterfaicte cranke, a ftale rakehell, a piperly rymer, a 
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ftump-worne railer, a dodkim autor, whofe two fwordes are 
like the hornes of an hodmandod ; whofe courage, like the 
furie of a gad-bee, and whofe furmounting braverie, like 
the wings of a butterfly. I take no pleafure to call thee an 
affe, but thou prooveft thi-felfe a haddock: and although 
I fay not, Thou art a foole, yet thou wilt needs bewray thy 
diet, and difgorge thy ftomack of the lobfter and coddethed, 
wherewith thou didft englutt thifelfe, fince thy notorious 
furfett of pikle-herring and dog-fith. Thou art neither 
Dorbell, nor Duns, nor Thomas of Aquine: they were three 
fharp-edged and quick-fented fchoolemen, full of nimble 
witt, and intricate quiddities in their auguing kinde, efpe- 
cially Duns and Thomas; but by fome of thy cavilling 
Lrgos, thou fhouldeft feeme to be the fpawne of Javell, or 
Tartaret ; and as very a crabfith at an ergo as ever crawled 
over Carters Logique, or the Poftertorums of Fohannes de 
Lapide. When I looke upon thy firft page (as I daily be- 
hold that terrible emprefe for a recreation) {till methinkes 
there fhould come flufhing out the great atlas of logique, 
and aftronomie, that fupported the orbes of the heavens by 
art : or the mightie Hercules of rhetorique and poetrie, that 
with certaine marvelous fine, and delicate chaines, drewe 
after him the vaffals of the world by the eares. But examin 
his futtellieft evgos, and taft his nappieft invention, or 
daintieft elocution, (he that hath nothing elfe to do, may 
hold himfelfe occupied) and art will foone finde the huge 
Behemoth of conceit, to be the fprat of a pickle herring ; 
and the hideous leviathan of vainglorie, to be a fhrimpe in 
witt, a periwinkle in art, adandiprat in induftrie, a dodkin in 
valu, and fuch a toy of toyes, as every right fchollar hiffeth 
at in judgement, and every fine gentleman maketh the 
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object of his fcorne. He can raile: (what mad Bedlam 
cannot raile?) but the favour of his railing is grofely fell, 
and fmelleth noyfomly of the pumpe, or a naftier thing. 
His gayeft floorifhes are but Gafcoignes Weedes, or Tarle- 
tons trickes, or Greenes crankes, or Marlowes bravados ; his 
jeftes, but the dregges of common {fcurrilitie, or the fhreds 
of the Theater, or the of-fcouring of new pamflets: his frefheft 
nippitatie, but the froth of ftale inventions, long-fince loth- 
fome to quick taftes; his fhroving ware, but lenten ftuff, 
like the old pickle herring; his luftieft verdure, but ranke 
ordure, not to be named in civilitie or rhetorique; his only 
art, and the vengeable drift of his whole cunning, to mangle 
my fentences, hack my arguments, chopp and change my 
phrafes, wrinch my wordes, and hale every fillable moft 
extremely, even to the difjoynting and maiming of my 
whole meaning. O times! 6 paftimes! 6 monftrous knaverie! 
The refidue, whatfoever, hath nothing more in it, then is 
ufuallie in every ruffianly copefmate that hath bene a 
grammar {chollar, readeth riotous bookes, hanteth roifterly 
companie, delighteth in rude fcoffing, and karrieth a def- 
perate minde. Let him be thorowly perufed by any in- 
different reader whomfoever, that can judicioufly difcerne 
what is what, and will uprightly cenfure him according to 
his fkill, without partialitie pro or contra, and I dare under- 
take, he will affirme no leffe, upon the credit of his judge- 
ment ; but will definitively pronounce him the very baggage 
of new writers. I could nominate the perfon that, under 
his hand-writing, hath {tiled him the cockifh challenger, the 
lewd fcribler, the offal of corrupteft mouthes, the draff of 
filthieft pennes, the bag-pudding of fooles, and the very 
pudding-pittes of the wife or honeft. He might have read 
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of foure notable thinges, which many a jollie man weeneth 
he hath at will, when he hath nothing leffe:—much know- 
ledge ; found wifedome; great power, and many frends. 
And he might have heard of other foure fpeciall thinges, 
that worke the deftru€tion, or confufion of the forwardeft 
practitioners :—a headlong defire to know much haftily ; a 
greedie thirft to have much fuddainly ; an overweening 
conceit of themfelves, and a furly contempt of other. I 
could peradventure arread him his fortune in a fatall booke, 
as verifiable, as peremptorie ; but I loove not to infult upon 
miferie, and deftinie is a judge, whofe fentence needeth no 
other execution but itfelfe. No prevention, but deepe re- 
pentance; an impoffible remedy, where deepe obftinacie is 
grounded, and high prefumption afpireth above the moone. 
Hawtie minds may ftie aloft, and haften their owne over- 
throw; but it is not the wainfcott forhead of a Rudhuddibras, 
that can arreare fuch an huge opinion, as himfelfe in a 
{trong conceit of a mighty conception, feemeth to travaill 
withall ; as it were with a flying Bladude, attempting won- 
derments in the ayre, or a Simon Magus, experimenting 
impoffibilities from the top of the Capitoll. He muft either 
accomplifh fome greater work of fupererogation, with 
actual atchievement (that is now a principall point) or 
immortalize himfelfe the prowdeft vaine fott that ever 
abufed the world with foppith oftentation ; not in one or 
two pages, but in the firft, the laft, and every leafe of his 
Strange Newes. For the end is like the beginning, the 
midft like both, and every part like the whole. Railing, 
railing, railing; bragging, bragging, bragging ; and nothing 
elfe, but fowle railing upon railing, and vayne bragging 
upon bragging ; as rudely, grofely, odioufly, filthily, beaftly, 
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as ever fhamed print. Unleffe he meant to fett upp a railing 
{choole, and to reade a publike leCture of bragging, as the 
onely regall profeffour of that, and that facultie, now other 
fhiftes begin to fayle: I wonder his owne mouth can abide 
it without many a phah! You have heard fome worthie 
premiffes ; behold a brave conclufion : 
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Awaite, the world, the tragedy of wrath ; 
What next I paint fhall tread no common path. 


b 


With an other doubble azz, for a gallant embleme, or a 
glorious farewell, Aut nunquam tentes, aut perfice ; fub- 
{cribed with his owne hand, 7homas Nafh. Not expect, 
or attend, but a wait: not fome few, or the citty, or the 
univerfity, or this land, or Europe, du¢ the World: nota 
comedy, or a declamation, or an invective, or a fatire, or any 
like elenéticall difcourfe, but a zragedy, and the very 7va- 
gedy of Wrath, that fhall dafh the direfulleft Tragedies of 
Seneca, Euripedes, or Sophocles, out of conceit. Lhe next 
peece, not of his rhetorique, or poetry, but of his painture, 
fhall zot treade to way the Poules, or Weftminfter, or the 
Royall Exchange; but at leaft fhall perfeét the Venus face 
of Apelles, or fett the world an everlafting fample of inimit- 
able artificiality. Other mens writing in profe, or verfe, 
may plodd on, as before; but Azs painting will now tread a 
rare Path, and by the way beftow a new leffon uppon 
rhetorique, how to continue a metaphor, or uphold an al- 
legory with advauntage. The treading of that rare path, by 
that exquifite paivting, (his wookes are miracles; and his 
painting can treade, like his dauncing or frifking, 20 common, 
but a proper path) who expecteth not with an attentive, a 
ferviceable, a coovetous, a longing expectation? A wait 
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world, and Apelles tender thy moft affeétionate devotion, 
to learne a wonderfull peece of curious workemanthip, when 
it fhall pleafe his next painting to tread the path of his moft 
fingular fingularity. Meanewhile it hath pleafed foome 
{weete witts of my acquaintaunce, (whome heaven hath bap- 
tized the fpirites of harmony, and the mufes have enterteyned 
for their paramours) to reacquite fonnets with fonnets, and 
to {nibb the Thrafonicall rimefter with angelical meeter, 
that may haply appeere in fitt place, and finely difcover 
young Apuleius in his ramping roabe; the fourth furie in 
his tragicall pageant, the new fprite in his proper haunt, or 
buttry ; and the confuting divell in the horologe. One fhe 
and two he’s have vowed they will pumpe “7s railing ink- 
horne as dry as ever was Holborne Conduit ; and {quife Ads 
craking quill to as emptie a fpunge as any in Hofier Lane. 
Which of you, gallant gentlemen, hath not {tripped /zs fale 
Jeftes into their thredbare ragges; or fo feldome as an hun- 
dred times pittied his creaft-falne ftile, and his focket-worne 
invention ? Who would have thought, or could have im- 
agined, to have found the witt of Pierce fo ftarved and 
clunged: the conceit of an adverfarie, fo weatherbeaten and 
tired: the learning of a fchollar, fo pore-blind and lame: 
the elocution of the Divels Oratour, fo lanke, fo wan, fo 
meager, fo blunt, fo dull, fo fordead, fo gaftly, where the 
mafculine furie meant to play his griflieft and horribleft 
part? Welfare a good vifage in a bad caufe, or farwell 
hope, the kindeft coofener of forlorne harts! The defperate 
minde, that affayeth impoffibilities in nature, or undertaketh 
incredibilities in art, muft be content to {peed thereafter. 
When every attempt faileth in performance, and every ex- 
tremitie foileth the enterprifer, at-laft even impudencie itfelfe 
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muft be faine to give over in the plaine fielde, and never 
yeeld credit to the word of that moft credible gentlewoman, 
if the very brafen buckler proove not finally a notorious 
Dafh-Nath. He fummed all in a briefe, but materiall 
fumme; that called the old Affe, the great A, and the ef 
amen of the nxew /upererogation. And were I here com- 
pelled to difpatch abruptly (as I am prefently called toa 
more commodious exercife) fhould I not fufficiently have 
difcharged my tafke, and plentifully have commended ¢hat 
famous creature, whofe prayfe the title of this pamflet pro- 
feffeth ? He that would honor Alexander, may crowne him 
the great A. of puiffance ; but Pyrrhus, Hanniball, Scipio, 
Pompey, Cefar, divers other mightie cenquerours, and even 
fom moderne worthies would difdaine to have him fceptred 
the e/t Amen of valour. What a brave and incomparable 
Alexander is that great A, that is alfo the e/¢ amen of 
fupererogation; a more miraculous and impoffible peece of 
worke, then the dowtieft puiffance, or worthieft valour in 
the old or new world! Shall I fay bleffed, or peerleffe 
young Apuleius, that from the fwathing bandes of his in- 
fancie in print, was fuckled of the fweeteft nurfes, lulled of 
the deereft groomes, cockered of the fineft minions, cowled 
of the daintieft paramours, hugged of the enticingeft darl- 
inges, and more then tenderly tendered of the moft delitious 
mufes, the moft amiable graces, and the moft powerful 
vertues of the faid unmatchable great A, the graund founder 
of fupererogation, and fole patron of fuch meritorious clients. 
As for other remarkable particulars in the Straunge Newes ; 
ink is fo like ink, fpite fo like fpite, impudencie fo like im- 
pudencie, brocage fo like brocage, and Tom-Penniles now fo 
like Papp-hatchet, when the time was, that I neede but 
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overrun an old cenfure of the one, by way of a new appli- 
cation to the other. The notes of Martinifme appertaine 
unto thofe whom they concerne: Pierce would laugh to be 
charged with Martinifme, or any religion, though Martin 
himfelfe, for a challenging, rufling, and railing ftile, not fuch 
aMartin. “lwo contraries : but two fuch contraries as can 
teach extremities to play the contraries, and to confound 
themfelves. 

Papp-hatchet defirous, for his benefit, to currie favour 
with a noble earle, and, in defe@ of other meanes of com- 
mendation, labouring to infinuate himfelfe by {mooth glofing 
and counterfait fuggeftions, (it is a courtly-feate, to fnatch 
the leaft occafionet of advantage with a nimble dexteritie) 
fome yeares fince provoked me, to make the beft of it, in- 
confideratly ; to fpeake like a frend, unfrendly ; to fay, as 
it was, intolerably ; without private caufe, or any reafon in 
the world ; (for in truth I looved him, in hope prayfed him, 
many wayes favored him, and never any way offended him ) 
and notwithftanding that fpitefull provocation, and even 
that odious threatening of ten yeares provifion, he had ever 
paffed untouched with any fillable of revenge in print, had 
not Greene, and this dog-fith, abhominably mifufed the 
verbe paffive; as fhould appeare, by his procurement, or 
encouragement, affuredly moft undeferved, and moft in- 
jurious. For what other quarrel could Greene, or this dogge- 
fifh, ever picke with me, whom I never fo much as twitched 
by the fleeve before I founde myfelfe and my deareft 
frendes unfufferably quipped in moft contumelious and 
opprobrious termes. But now there is no remedie: have 
amongeft you, blind harpers of the printing houfe! for I feare 
not fix hundred crowders, were all your wittes affembled in 
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one capp of vanitie, or all your galles united in one bladder 
of choler. I have loft more labour then the tranfcripting of 
this cenfure, which I dedicate neither to lord nor lady, but 
to truth and equitie, on whofe foverain patronage I relye. 


An Advertifement for Pap-hatchet, and Martin 
Mar-prelate. 


Pap-hatchet (for the name of thy good nature is pitty- 
fully growen out of requeft), thy olde acquaintance in the 
Savoy, when young. Euphues hatched the egges that his 
elder freendes laide, (furely Euphues was fomeway a pretty 
fellow: would God, Lilly had alwaies bene Euphues, and 
never Pap-hatchet !) that old acquaintance, now fomewhat 
ftraungely faluted with a new remembrance, is neither lulla- 
bied with thy fweete Papp, nor fcarre-crowed with thy 
fower hatchet. And although in felfe-conceit thou knoweft 
not thy felfe, yet in experience thou mighteft have knowen 
him that can unbutton thy vanity and unlafe thy folly ; but 
in pitty fpareth thy childifh fimplicitie, that in judgement 
fcorneth thy roifterly bravery, and never thought fo bafely 
of thee, as fince thou began’ft to difguife thy witt, and dif- 
erace thy arte with ruffianly foolery. Hewinneth not moft 
abroad, that weeneth moft at home; and in my poore fancy, 
it were not greatly amiffe, even for the perteft and gayeft 
companions, (notwith{tanding whatfoever courtly holly- 
water, or plaufible hopes of preferment) to deigne their olde 
familiars the continuance of their former courtefies, without 
contempt of the barraineft giftes, or empeachment of the 
meaneft perfons. The fimpleft man in a parifh is a fhrewd 
foole, and humanity an image of divinity, that pulieth 
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downe the hawty, and fetteth up the meeke. Euphues, it 
is good to bee merry, and Lilly, it is good to be wife, and 
Papp-hatchet, it is better to loofe a new jeft then an olde 
frend that can cramme the capon with his owne papp, and 
hewe downe the woodcocke with his owne hatchet. Bolde 
men, and marchant venturers have fometime good lucke ; 
but happ-hazard hath oftentimes good leave to befhrow his 
owne pate, and to imbarke the hardy foole in the famous 
fhipp of wifemen. I cannot ftand nofing of candleftickes, 
or euphuing of fimiles, aa Savoica: it might happly be 
done with a trice; but every man hath not the cuift of 
Albertus Magnus: rare birdes are dainty, and they are 
queint creatures, that are priviledged to create new creatures, 
When I have a mint of precious {tones, and {traunge foules, 
beaftes, and fifhes of mine owne coyning, (I could name the 
party that, in comparifon of his owne naturall inventions, 
tearmed Pliny a barraine woombe,) I may peradventure 
bleffe you with your owne croffes, and pay you with the ufury 
of your owne coyne. In the meane while beare witha plaine 
man, as plaine as olde Accurfius, or Bartho! de Saxoferrato, 
that wil make his cenfure good upon the carrion of thy un- 
favory and ftincking pamflett; a fitt booke to bee joyned 
with Scoggins woorkes, or the French Mirrour of Madneffe. 
The very title difcovereth the wifedome of the young man, 
as an olde fox not long fince bewrayed himfelfe by a flap 
of his taile; and a lion, they fay, is foone defcried by his 
pawe, a cocke by his combe, a goate by his bearde, an 
affe by his eare, a wife man by his tale, an artift by his 
tearmes. 
Papp with an hatchet: alias, a Figg for my God-fonne : 
or, cracke me this nutt: or, a country Cuffe, 
10 
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that is, A found boxe on the eare, & cetera. 

Written by one that dares call a Dog a Dog. 
Imprinted by Fohn Anoke, and Fohn Aftile, for the Bayly 
of Withernam, Cum privilegio perennitatis, 

And are to be fold at the figne of the Crabbtree Cudgell in 
LThwacke-coate Lane. 

What devife of Martin, or what invention of any other, 
could have fett a fairer orientall ftarre upon the forhead of 
that foule libell? Now you fee the brande, and know the 
Blackamore by his face, turne over the leafe, and by the 
wittineffe of his firft fentence aime at the reft. Milke is like 
milke; hoony like hoony; papp like papp, and hee like 
himfelfe ; in the whole a notable ruffler, and in every part 
a dowty braggard. Roome for a rotfter ; fo thats well faid ; 
rtch a little further for a good fellow: now have at you all, 
my gaffers of the rayling religion: tis I that muft take you a 
pegs lower, Lle make fuch a /plinter runne into your wittes, 
and fo foorth in the fame lufty tenour. <A very artificiall 
beginning, to moove attention or to procure good-liking in 
the reader, unleffe he wrote onely to roifter-doifters, and 
hackfters, or at leaft to jefters, and vices. Oh! but in his 
preamble to the indifferent reader he approveth himfelfe a 
marveilous difcreet, and modeft man of the fobereft fort, 
were he not provoked in confcience to aunfweare contrary 
to his nature and manner. You may fee how grave men 
may be made light to defend the Church. I perceive they 
were wife, that, at riotous times, when youth was wantonneft, 
and knavery luftieft, as in Chriftmas, at Shrofetide, in May, 
at the ende of Harveft, and by fuch wilde fittes created a 
certaine extraordinary officer, called a Lord of Mifrule, as 
a needefull governour, or diétatour, to fet thinges in order, 
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and to rule unruly people; with whome otherwife there 
were no Ho. So, when Revell-rout beginneth to be a 
current autour, or Hurly-burly a bufy promotour, roome 
Jor a rovfter, that will bore them thorough the nofes with a 
cufhion; that will bung-up their mouthes with a collyrium 
of all the ftale jeftes in a country; that will fuffer none to 
play the rex but himfelfe. For that is the very depth of 
his plot ; and who ever began with more roifterly tearmes, 
or proceeded with more ruffianly fcoffes, or concluded with 
more haire-brain’d trickes, or wearied his reader with more 
thread-bare jeftes, or tired himfelfe with more weather- 
beaten cranckes? What fcholler, or gentleman, can reade fuch 
alehoufe and tinkerly ftuffe without blufhing ? They were 
much deceived in him at Oxford, and in the Savoy, when 
Mafter Abfolon lived, that tooke him onely for a dapper 
and deft companion, or a pert conceited youth, that had 
gathered togither a fewe prettie fentences, and could hand- 
fomly helpe young Euphues to an old file, and never 
thought him any fuch mighty doer at the fharpe. But //, 
Ile, [le, is a parlous fellow at a hatchett: hefe like Death, 
hele fpare none: hele fhowe them an Irifh tricke: hele make 
them weepe lrifa: hefe good at the flicking blow: his pofle, 
what care [? Vie ftabbes, good ecclefiafticall learning in 
his Apologie, and good Chriftian charitie in his Homilie. 
Mufter his arrant braveries togither, and where fuch a terti- 
ble killcowe, or fuch a vengeable bull-beggar to deal with- 
all? O dreadfull dubble V ! that carrieft the dubble {toccado 
in thy penne, what a dubble ftabber woldeft thou be, were 
thy hand as tall a fellow as thy hart, or thy witt as luftie a 
ladd as thy minde! Other good fellowes may tell tales of 
Gawin: thou art Sir Gawin revived, or rather Terrour in 
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perfon. Yet fhall I put a beane into Gawins ratling fcull, 
and tell thee where thy flafhing long-fword commeth fhort ? 
Thou profeffeft railing, and emprooveft thifelfe in very deede 
an egregious railer, as difdaining to yeelde unto any he or 
fhe fcolde of this age: but what faith my particular analyfis? 
Dubble V is old-excellent at his cornucopice, and, I warrant 
you, never to feeke in his horne-booke; but debarre thoffame 
horefon tales of a tubb, and put him befide his horning, 
gaming, fooling, and knaving, and he is no boddy, but a 
fewe pilfred /zzles, a little pedanticall Latin, and the 
higheft pitch of his witt Bulles motion, a/zas the hangmans 
apron. His ryme foreftalled by Elderton, that hath ballats 
lying a fteepe in ale: his reafon, by a Cambrige wagg, a 
twigging fophifter, that will e~xgo Martin into an ague, and 
concludeth peremptorily, therfore Tiburne muft be furr'd 
with Martins: nothing left for the third difputer, but railing 
thorough all the moodes and figures of knaverie, as they 
come frefh and fresh to his hand. All three jumpe zz 
codem tertio: nothing but a certaine exercife, termed hang- 
ing, will ferve their turne; (if it be his deftinie, what re- 
medie ?) they muft draw cuttes who shall play the hange- 
man, and that is the argument of the tragedie, and the 
very papp of the hatchet. Thefe are yet all the common- 
places of his great paper-boke, and the whole inventarie of 
his witt, though in time he may haply learne to play at 
ninehole-nidgets, or to canuas a liverie flowt thorough all 
the predicaments of the fower and twentie orders. When 
I firft tooke a glancing vewe of //e, Ile, Le, and durft fcarfely 
be fo hardy to looke the hatchet in the face, methought 
his imagination was hedded like a Saracen; his ftomack 
bellyed, like the great globe of Orontius ; and his breath, 
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like the blaft of Boreas in the great mapp of Mercator. 
But when we began to renue our old acquaintance, and to 
shake the handes of difcontinued familiaritie, alas, good 
gentleman! his mandillion was over-cropped; his witt 
paunched, like his wives fpindle; his art shanked, like a 
lath ; his conceit as lank as a shotten herring; and that 
fame bluftering eloquence, as bleake and wan as the picture 
of a forlorne loover. Nothing but pure mammaday, and a 
fewe morfels of fly-blowne Euphuifme, fomewhat nicely 
minced for puling ftomackes. But there be painters enough, 
though I goe roundly to worke, and it is my onely purpofe, 
to fpeake to the purpofe. I long fithence founde by ex- 
perience, how Dranting of verfes, and Euphuing of fentences 
did edifie. But had I confulted with the prognoftication of 
John Securis, I might peradventure have faved fome loofe 
endes for afterclapps. Now, his nephew Hatchet muft be 
content to accept of fuch intertainement as he findeth. 

It was Martins folly to begin that cutting vaine, fome 
others overfight to continue it,and dubble Vs. triumph tofet it 
agogg. Ifthe world fhould applaude to fuch roifter-doifterly 
vanity, (as impudency hath beene prettily fuffered to fett- 
upp the creaft of his vaine-glory) what good could grow 
of it, but to make every man madbrayned and defperate ; 
but a generall contempt of all good order, in faying or 
dooing; but an univerfal topfy-turvy? He were a very 
fimple oratour, a more fimple politician, and a moft fimple 
devine, that fhould favour Martinizing; but had I bene 
Martin, (as for a time I was vainely fufpected by fuch madd 
copefmates, that can furmize any thing for their purpofe, 
howfoever unlikely or monftrous) I would have beene fo 
farre from being mooved by fuch a fantafticall confuter, 
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that it fhould have beene one of my May-games, or Auguft- 
triumphes, to have driven officials, commiffaries, arch- 
deacons, deanes, chauncellors, fuffraganes, bishops, and 
archbifhops (fo Martin would have florished at the leaft) to 
entertaine fuch an odd light-headded fellow for their de- 
fence; a profeffed jefter, a Tick-fcorner, a) icot-manterea 
playmunger, an interluder; once the foile of Oxford, now 
the {tale of London, and ever the apefclogg of the preffe, 
cum privilegio perennitatis. Had it not benea better courfe 
to have followed Ariftotles doétrine, and to have confuted 
levity with gravity, vanity with difcretion, rashnes with ad- 
vife, madneffe with fobriety, fier with water, ridiculous 
Martin with reverend Cooper? Efpecially in ecclefiafticall 
caufes ; where it goeth hard, when Scoggin, the joviall foole, 
or Skelton, the melancholy foole, or Elderton, the bibbing 
foole, or Will Sommer, the chollericke foole, muft play the 
feate; and church-matters cannot be difcuffed without 
rancke fcurrillity, and, as it were, a fynode of diapafon fooles. 
Some few have a civill pleafant vaine, and a dainety fplene 
without fcandale: fome fuch per cafe might have repayed 
the Marr-prelate home to good purpofe; other obfcenity, or 
vanity confuteth itfelfe, and impeacheth the caufe. As good 
forbeare an irregular foole, as beare a foole heteroclitall ; 
and better abide a comparative knave, that pretendeth re- 
ligion, then fuffer a knave fuperlative, that fetteth cocke on 
hoope. Serious matters would be handeled ferioufly, not 
upon fimplicity, but uppon choice; not to flefh, or animate, 
but to difgrace, and shame levity. <A glicking pro, anda 
frumping coztra, shall have much-adoe to shake handes in 
the ergo. There is no ende of girdes and bobbes: it is found 
argumentes, and grounded authorities, that muft ftrike the 
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definitive ftroke, and decide the controverfy with mutuall 
fatisfaction. Martin, bee wife, though Browne were a foole; 
and Papp-hatchet be honeft, though Barrow be a knave: it 
is not your heaving, or hoifing coile, that buildeth-upp the 
walles of the temple. Alas, poore, miferable, defolate, moft 
woefull church, had it no other builders, but fuch architects 
of their owne fantafies, and fuch maifons of infinite con- 
tradiction! Time, informed by fecrete intelligence or re- 
folved by curious difcovery, fpareth no coft, or travaile, to 
prevent mifchiefe, but employeth her two woorthy generals, 
Knowledge and Induftry, to cleere the coaft of vagarant 
errours in doctrine, and to fcoure the fea of roving cor- 
ruptions in difcipline. Roome was not reared-upp in one 
day ; nor cannot be pulled downe in one day. A perfect 
ecclefiafticall difcipline, or autentique pollicy of the Church, 
(that may avowe, I have neither more nor leffe then enough 
but juft the nomber, weight, and meafure of exaét governe- 
ment) is not the worke of one man whofoever, or of one 
age whatfoever : it requireth an incredible-great judgment ; 
exceeding-much reading in ecclefiaftical hiftories, councels, 
decrees, lawes; long and ripe practife in church-caufes, 
Platformes offer themfelves to every working conceit, and 
a few tables, or abridgements are foone defpatched ; but, 
whatfoever pretext may coulerably bee alledged, undoubt- 
edly they attempt they know not what, and enterprife above 
the poffibility of their reach, that imagine they can in a 
pamflet, or two, contrive fuch an omni-fufficient and incor- 
ruptible method of ecclefiafticall governement, as could not, 
by any private meditation or publike occafion, be found 
out, with the ftuddy or practife of fifteene hundred yeeres, 
I am not to difpute as a profeffed devine or to determine, 
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as a fevere cenfour; but a fcholler may deliver his opinion 
with reafon, and a frend may lend his advife at occafion ; 
efpecially when hee is urged to fpeake, or fufpected for 
filence. They muft licence mee to diffent from them, that 
autorife themfelves to difagree from fo many notable and 
woorthy men, in the common reputation of fo long a fpace. 
They condemne fuperftitious and credulous fimplicity; it 
were a fonde fimplicity to defende it, where it fwarveth 
from the trueth, or ftrayeth out of the way; but difcretion 
can as little commend opiniotive and prejudicate affertions, 
that ftrive for a needeleffe and daungerous innovation. It 
is neither the exceffe, nor the defect, but the meane, that 
edifyeth. Superftition and credulitie are fimple creatures ; 
but what are contempt and tumult ? What is the principall 
caufe of this whole Numantine Warre, but affe¢tation of 
novelty without ground? If all without exception, from 
the very fchollers of the primitive and heroical fchoole, 
wanted knowledge or zeale, how rare and fingular are their 
bleffinges that have both in fo plentifull and incomparable 
meafure! Affuredly there were many excellent witts, illu- 
minate minds, and devout foules before them; if nothing 
matchable with them, what greater marvell in this age? Or 
if they were not rightly difciplined, that lived fo vertuoutly 
and Chriftianly togither, what an ineftimable treafure is 
founde, and what a cleere fountaine of holy life! Where 
are godly minds become, that they embrace not that facred 
focietie? What aile religious handes, that they ftay from 
building the Cittie of God? Can Platos Republique and 
Mores Utopia winne hartes, and cannot the heavenly Hieru- 
falem conquer foules? Can there be a greater impietie then 
to hinder the rearing-up of thofe celeftiall walles? Why 
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forgetteth the grofe church that it ought to be the pure 
kingdome of heaven? To zeale even fpeede is delay, and 
ayeare an age. But how maturely, and judicioufly fome 
bufie motions have bene confidered-upon by their hoat 
follicitours, it would not paffe unexamined. A {trong difci- 
pline ftandeth not upon feeble feete; and a weake founda- 
tion will never beare the weight of a mightie Hierufalem. 
The great fhoulders of Atlas oftentimes fhrinke and faint 
under the great burden of heaven. The tabernacle of 
Mofes, the temple of Salomon, the golden age of the primi- 
tive church, and the filver regiment of Conftantine, would 
be looked into with a sharper and a cleerer eye. The dif- 
ference of commonwealthes, or regiments, requireth a differ- 
ence of lawes and orders; and thofe lawes and orders are 
moft foverain, that are moft agreable to the regiment, and 
beft proportioned to’ the commonwealth. The matter of 
elections and offices is a principall matter in queftion ; and 
many, not onely ignorant or curious, but learned and con- 
fiderate wits, have loft themfelves, and founde errour in the 
difcourfe of that fubject ?, But how compendioufly might it 
be concluded, that is fo infinitly argued; or how quietly 
decided, that is fo tumultuoufly debated! I relye not 
upon the uncertaintie of difputable rules, or the fubtilitie of 
intricate arguments, or the ambiguitie of doubtfull allega- 
tions, or the cafualtie of fallible experiments, but grounde 
my refolution upon the affurance of fuch politique and eccle- 
fiafticall principles, as, in my opinion, can neither be de- 
ceived grofely, nor deceive dangeroufly. Popular elections 
and offices, as well in churches as in commonwealthes, are 
for popular {tates: monarchies, and ariftocraties, are to 
celebrate their elections and offices acccording to their 
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forme of governement, and the beft correfpondence of 
their ftates, civill and ecclefiafticall; and may juftifie 
their good proceeding by good divinitie. As they gravely 
and religioufly proved, that in the florifhing propagation, 
and mightie encreafe of the Catholique Church under 
Princes, before, in, and after the Empire of Conftantine, 
were driven to varie from fome primitive examples; not by 
unlawfull corruption, as is ignorantly furmifed, but by law- 
full provifion, according to the exigence of occafions, and 
neceflitie of alteration in thofe overruling cafes : as appeareth 
by pregnant evidence of ecclefiafticall hiftories, and canons 
wherewith they are to confult, that affect a deepe infight in 
the decifion of fuch controverfies, and not to leape at all 
adventures, before they have looked about them, as well 
backward as forward, and as well of the one fide as of the 
other. Confideration is a good counfellour, and reading 
no badd remembrancer; efpecially, in the moft effentiall 
common-places of doctrine, and the moft important matters 
of governement. Ignorance may fomeway be the father of 
zeale, as it was wont to be termed the moother of devotion ; 
but blind men fwallow-downe many flyes, and none more, 
then many of them that imagin they know all, and conceit 
an abfolute omni-fufficiencie in their owne platformes, with 
an univerfall contempt of whatfoever contradiétion, {peciall, 
or generall, moderne, or auncient, when undoubtedly they 
are to feeke in a thoufand points of requifite, and neceffarie 
confideration, Lord! that men fhould fo pleafe, and flatter 
themfelves in their owne devifes, as if none had eyes but 
they. God never beftowed his divine giftes in vayne : they 
are not so lightly to be rejected, that fo gravely demeaned 
themfelves, inftructed their brethren, reclaimed infidels, con- 
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verted countryes, planted churches, confounded heretiques, 
and inceffantly travailed in Gods caufes, with the whole 
devotion of their foules, howfoever fome can be content to 
thinke, than fince the Apoftles, none ever had the {pirit of 
underftanding, or the mindes of fincerity, but themfelves. 
Pardon me, pure intelligences, and incorruptible mindes. 
The auncient fathers and doétors of the church wanted 
neither learning, nor judgment, nor con{cience, nor zeale, as 
fome of their Greeke and Latine woorkes very notably de- 
clare: (if they were blinde, happy men that fee !) and what 
wifer fenates, or hollyer congregations, or any way more 
reverend affembiies, then fome generall and fome provinciall 
councels? Where they, to a fuperficiall Opinion, feeme to 
fett-up a gloffe againft or befide the text, it would bee 
confidered what their confiderations were, and whether it 
can appeare that they, direétly or indireétly, proceeded 
without a refpective regard for the commonwealth, or a 
tender care of the church, or a reverend examination of that 
text. For I pray God we love the text no worfe from the 
bottome of our hartes, then fome of them did. They are 
not the fimpleft, or diffoluteft men, that thinke difcretion 
might have leave to cutt his coate according to his cloth ; 
and commend their humility, patience, wifdome, and whole 
conformity, that were ready to accept any requifite order 
not unlawfull, and to admitt any decent, or feemely rites of 
indifferent nature. Put the cafe juft as it was then, and in 
thofe countries; and what if fome fuppofe, that even M. 
Calvin, M. Beza, M. Melvin, or M. Cartwright (notwith- 
ftanding their new defeignementes), being in the fame eftate 
wherein they were then, and in thofe countries, would have 
refolved no otherwife, in effeét, then they determined. Or 
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if they did not fo perfectly well, I pray God we may. How- 
beit, none fo fitt to reconcile contradictions, or to accord 
differences, as hee that diftinguifheth times, places, occafions, 
and other fwaying circumftances, high pointes in governe- 
ment, either civill or ecclefiafticall. As in the doubtfull 
paragraphs and canons of the law of man, fo in the myfticall 
oracles of the law of God, gui bene diflingutt, bene adocet: 
in the one, when he ufeth no diftinction but of the law, or 
fome reafon equipollent to the law ; in the other, when he 
interpreteth the {cripture by the fcripture, either exprefly by 
conference of text with text, or collectively by the rule of 
analogy. In cafes indifferent, or arbitrary, what fo equall 
in generall as indifferency ; or fo requifite in fpeciall as con- 
formity to the pofitive lawe, to the cuftome of the countrey, 
or to the prefent occafion? To be perverfe, or obftinate, 
without neceffary caufe, is a peevith folly; when by fuch a 
duetyfull and juftifiable order of proceeding, as by a facred 
league, fo infinite variances and contentions may be com- 
pounded. To the cleane, all things are cleane. S. Paule, 
that layed his foundation like a wife architect, and was a 
fingular frame of divinity, (omnifufficiently furnifhed to be 
a doctour of the nations, and a convertour of people) became 
all unto all, and, as it were, a Chriftian Mercury to winne 
fome, Oh, that his knowledge, or zeale, were as rife as his 
name! and I would to God fome could learne to behave 
themfelves toward princes and magiftrates as Paul demeaned 
himfelfe, not onely before the king Agrippa, but alfo before 
the twoo Romane procuratours of that province, Felix and 
Feftus; whome he entreated in honourable termes, albeit 
ethnicke gouvernours. Were none more fcrupulous then S. 
Paul, how eafily and gratioufly might divers confutations 
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bee reconciled, that now rage like civill warres! The chiefeft 
matter in queftion is no article of beliefe, but a point of 
pollicy, or governement; wherein a judiciall equity being 
duely obferved, what letteth but the particular lawes, ordi- 
nances, injunctions, and whole manner of jurifdiétion, may 
reft in the difpofition of foveraine autoritie ? Whofe imme- 
diate, or mediate, actes are to be reverenced with obedience, 
not countermaunded with fedition, or controled with con- 
tention. He is a bold fubject that attempteth to binde the 
handes of facred maiefty ; and they love controverfies well, 
I trow, that call their princes proceedinges into controverfie. 
Altercations and paradoxes, aswell in difcipline as in 
doctrine, were never fo curioufly curious, or fo infinitely in- 
finite ; but when all is done, and when innovation hath fett 
the beft countenance of proofe, or perfuafion upon the 
matter, kingdomes will ftand, and free-citties muft be con- 
tent. Their courts are no prefidents for royall courts ; their 
councels no inftructions for the councels of kings, or queenes ; 

their confiftories that would mafter princes, no informations 
for the confiftories under princes ; their difcipline, no canon, 
or platforme for foveraine governement, either in caufes 
temporall or fpirituall. And can you blame them that 
marveli, how of all other tribunals, or benches, that Jewith 
Synedrion, or pontificall confiftory, fhould fo exceedingly 
grow in requeft, that put Chrift himfelfe to death, and was 
a whipp for his deereft apoftles ? I am loth to enter the liftes 
of argumentation, or difcourfe, with any obf{tinate minde, or 
violent witt, that weeneth his owne. conceit a cleere funne 
without eclipfe, or a full moone without wanes Se Diueiich 
importunacy will never linne molefting Parliaments and 
princes with admonitions, advertifements, motions, petitions, 
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repetitions, follicitations, declamations, difcourfes, methods, 
flatteries, menaces, and all poffible inftant meanes of en- 
forcing and extorting the prefent practife of their incorrupt- 
ible theorie, it would be fom-bodies tafke to hold them a 
little occupied, till a greater refolution begin to fubfcribe, 
and a furer provifion to execute. May it, therefore, pleafe 
the bufieft of thofe that debarre ecclefiafticall perfons of all 
civill jurifdiction, or temporall function, to confider how 
every pettie pari in England, to the number of about 
52,000, more or leffe, may be made a Jerufalem, or Metro- 
politan Sea, like the nobleft cittie of the Orient, (for fo 
Pliny calleth Jerufalem) how every muz/ter of the fayd 
parifhes may be promoted to be an high prieft, and to have 
a pontificall confiftorie; how every afi/tant of that confif- 
torie may emproove himfelfe an honorable or worthipfull 
fenior, according to his reverend calling; (for not onely the 
princes of families, or the princes of tribes, but the princes 
of citties, or judges, the Decurions, the Quinquagenarians, 
the Centurions, the Chiliarkes, were inferiour officers to the 
feniors) how a princely and capitall court, and even the 
high councell of parlament, or fupreme tribunall of a royall 
cittie, (for there was no feniorie in Judzea, but at Jerufa- 
lem, faving when the pro-conful Gabinius in a Romane 
pollicy devided that nation into five parts, and appointed 
foure other confiftories) how fuch a princely and ftately 
court should be the patterne of a presbitery in a poore parifh: 
how the principalitie, or pondificalitie of a mintfter, according 
to the degenerate Sanedrim, fhould be fett upp, when the 
lordjhip of a bifhop, or archbishop, according to their pofi- 
tion, is to be pulled downe; finally, how the /wpremacie 
over kings and emperours should be taken from the higheft 


Ny 


5 EO GRRIENIES SERRE? piace aS SPR Se 


Prerces Supererogation. 87 


prieft, or Pope, to be beftowed upon an ordinarie mintfter, or 
curate ; and how that minifter should difpenfe with Arifto- 
tles law of inftruments, & mpos &v, or become more mighty 
then Hercules, that could not encounter ¢wo charges att- 
once, or at leaft how that civil court, that meere civill 
court, (for fo it was, before it declined from the firft inftitu- 
tion, even as meerly civill as the Romane fenate) should 
be transformed into a court meerly ecclefafticall, When 
thefe points are confidered, if withall it be determined 
by evident demonftration, as cleere as the funne and 
as invincible as Gods-word, that whatfoever the Apoftles 
did for their time is immutably perpetuall, and necef- 
farie for all times; and that nothing, by way of fpeciall 
refpect or prefent occafion, is left to the ordinaunce, difpo- 
fition, or provifion of the Church, but the ftrict and precife 
practife of their primitive difcipline, according to fome pre- 
cepts in S. Paules Epiftles, and a few examples in the 
Actes of the Apoftles: So de 7#, muft be the fuffrage of us, 
that have no voyce in the Sanedrim. All is concluded in 
a fewe pregnant propofitions : we fhall not neede to trouble, 
or entangle our wittes with many articles, injunctions, fta- 
tutes, or other ordinances ; the generall, provinciall, and 
epifcopall councels loft much good labour in their canons, 
decrees, and whatfoever ecclefiafticall conftitutions : the 
workes of the fathers and doétours, howfoever auncient 
learned, or orthodox all, are little, or nothing worth: in- 
finite f{tuddies, writings, commentaries, treatifes, confer- 
ences, confultations, disputations, diftinGtions, conclufions 
of the moft notable fchollers in Chriftendome, altogither 
fuperfluous. Well-worth a fewe refolute aphorifmes, that 
difpatch more in a word then could be boulted-out in fiften 
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hundred yeares ; and roundly determine all with an u/y- 
downe. No reformation without an upfy-downe. Indeede, 
that is one of Machiavel’s pofitions ; and feing it is prooved 
a peece of found doctrine, it muft not be gain-fayd. Every 
head that hath a hand pull downe the pride of bifhops, and 
fet up the humilitie of minifters. Diogenes treade upon 
Platos pompe: an univerfall reformation be proclaimed 
with the founde of a Jewes trumpe: let the Pontificall 
Confiftorie be erected in every parifh: let the high prieft, 
or archbithop of every parifh be enftalled in Mofes chaier, 
(it was Mofes, not Aarons chayer, that they challenge in 
their fenate, and he muft be greater then Hercules that 
can fulfill both): let the minifterie be a royall priefthood ; 
and every minifter within the precinét of his territorie, and 
the dominion of his fegniorie, raigne like a presbiter John: 
let it everlaftingly be recorded for a foverain rule, as deare 
as a Jewes eye, that Jofephus alledgeth out of the Law, 
Nihil agat rex, fine pontificts, et feniorum fententia. Onely 
let the fayd pontife beware he proove not a creat pope ina 
little roome; or difcover not the humour of afpiring 
Stukely, that would rather be the king of a moulhill, then 
the fecond in Ireland, or England. Some ftoiques and 
melancholie perfons have a {pice of ambition by themfelves : 
and even ¥unius Brutus, the firft, was fomway a kinde of 
Tarquinius Superbus ; and Funius Brutus the fecond is not 
altogither a mortified creature, but bewrayeth as it were 
fome reliques of flefhe and bloude, afwell as his inwardeft 
frend Eufebius Philadelphus. JY dare come no neerer. yet 
Greenwood and Barrow begin already to complaine of furly 
and folemne brethren; and God knoweth how that ponti- 
ficall chayer of eftate might worke in man, as he is man. 
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Mercurie fublimed is fomewhat a coy and ftout fellow ; and 
I beleeve thofe high and mighty peeres would not fticke to 
looke for a low and humble legge. Every man muft have 
his due in his place; and honour aliably belongeth to re- 
doubted feniours. That is their proper title at Geneva. 
Now, if it feeme as cleere a cafe in pollicie as in divinitie 
that one and the fame difcipline may ferve diuers and con- 
trarie formes of regiment, and be as fitt for the head of 
England as for the foote of Geneva, the worft is, Ariftotles 
politiques muft be burned for heretiques. But how happie 
is the age, that, inftead of a thoufand pofitive lawes and 
Lesbian canons, hath founde one ftanding canon of Poly- 
cletus, an immutable law of facred governement! And what 
a bliffefull deftinie had the commonwealth that muft be the 
modell of all other commonwealthes, and the very center 
of the Chriftian world! Let it be fo for ever and ever, if 
that Pamflet of the Lawes and flatutes of Geneva, afwell con- 
cerning ecclefiafticall difcipline as civill regiment, deferve 
any fuch fingular or extraordinarie eftimation, either for 
the one or for the other. If not, are they not bufie men, 
that will needes beare a rule and ftrike a maine ftroke, 
where they have nothing to doe, or are to be ruled? It 
were a good hearing, in my eare, that fome of them could 
governe themfelves but in reafonable wife fort, that are fo 
forward to fwey kingdomes, and to {wing churches after 
their new fafhion, and can ftande upon no grounde but 
their owne. If certaine of them be godlyer, or learneder, 
then many other (according to their favorableft reputation) 
it is the better for them: I would alfo they were wifer, then 
fome of them whom they impugne. Surely, I feare, they will 
be found more peremptorie in cenfure then founde in judge- 
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ment; and more fmart in reproofe then fharp in proofe. 
And may it not be a probable doubt how they have com- 
pared togither the Law of Gods people, and the Gofpell of 
Chriftes Church in the Bible; or how they have ftuddied 
Sofephus, Philo, and Egefippus of the Jewifh affaires ; or 
Sigonius of the Hebrue Commonwealth; or Freigius his 
Mofaicus, or their owne Bonaventura of the Judaicall pollicy ; 
that fetch their jurifdiction from the Sanedrim corrupted, 
and ground their reformation upon the Jewes Talmud, the 
next neighbour to the Turkes Alcoran. Had Ramus Trea- 
tife of Difcipline come to light, they would long-ere-this 
have beene afhamed of their Sanedrim, and have blufhed to 
foift in the Thalmud, in fteede of the Bible. God helpe 
poore difcipline, if the water bee like the conduit, the oile 
like the lampe, and the plant like the tree! Abraham was 
the beginning, David the middeft, and Chrift the ende of 
the Hebrue hiftory ; his Gofpell, not his enemies Thalmud, 
the pure fountaine of reformation, and the onely cleere re- 
fplendifhing funne, that giveth light to the ftarres of heaven 
and earth: unto which the Church, his moft deere and 
fweete fpoufe, is more deepely and more incomprehenfibly 
bounden, then the day unto the funne that fhineth from his 
eliftering chariot. It is not for a pontificall feniory, or a 
mechanicall elderfhip, to ftopp the courfe of any river that 
fucceffively floweth from that liquid fountaine ; or to putt- 
out any candle that was originally lighted at that inex- 
tinguible lampe. The Church hath fmall caufe to dote 
uppon the coofen-germane of tyranny, and the common- 
wealth hath no great affection to: the {worn-brother of 
anarchy. Certainely ftates neede not long to interteine tu- 
multuous and never-fatisfied innovation. Good my mafters, 
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either make it an evident and_ infallible cafe, without 
fophifticall wrangling, or perfonall brawling, that your un- 
experienced difcipline, not the order approved, is the pure 
well of that divine fpring, and the cleere light of that 
heavenly funne; or, I befeech you, pacifie yourfelves, and 
furceafe to endaunger kingdomes with unneedefull uprores. 
Crooked proceedings would be rectified by a right, not a 
crooked line; and abufes reformed, not by abufing the 
perfons, but by well-ufing the things themfelves, I {pare 
my auncients, afwell at home as abroade ; yet Beza might 
have bene good to fome Doétours of the Church; and 
better then he is to Ramus, E raftius, Kemmnitius, and 
fundry other excellent men of this age: (neitherecanwit 
fufficiently appeare that the two famous lawyers, Gribaldus 
and Laldwinus, were fuch monftrous apoftates, or poyfon- 
ous heritiques, as he reporteth:) and whither fome other, 
neerer hand, have not bene too-familiarly bold with their 
fuperiours, of approved learning and wifedome, meete for 
their reverend and honorable calling, my betters judge. 
Modefty isa civill vertue, and humility a Chriftian quality: 
furely, Martin is too too-malapert to be difcreet, and 
Barrow too too-hoat to be wife: if they bee godly, God 
help charity; but, in my opinion, they little wot what a 
chaos of diforders and abfurdities they breed, that fweat to 
build a reformation in a monarchy upon a popular founda- 
tion, or a mechanicall plott ; and will needes be as fiery in 
execution, even to wring the clubb out of Hercules hand, 
as they were aéry in refolution. Alas! that wife men, and 
reformers of {tates (I know not a weightier province), fhould 
once imagine to finde it a matter of as light confequence 
to feniorife in a realme over the greateft lordes, and even 
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over the highneffe of majeftie, as in a towne over a com- 
pany of meane marchantes, and meaner artificers. T will 
not fticke, to make the beft of it: M. Calvin, the founder of 
the plot (whome Beza ftileth the great Calvin), had reafon 
to eftablith his miniftery againft inconftancy, and to fortify 
himfelfe againft faction, (as he could beft devife and com- 
paffe, with the affiftance of his French party and other 
favorites) by encroaching upon a mechanicall and mutinous 
people, from whofe variable and fickle mutability he could 
no otherwife affecure himfelfe. As he fenfibly found, not 
onely by dayly experiences of their giddy and factious 
nature, but alfo by his owne expulfion and banifhment ; 
whome, after a little triall, (as it were for a dainety novelty, 
or fly experiment) they could be content to ufe as kindly 
and loyally as they had ufed the old Bifhopp, their lawfull 
Prince. Could M. Cartwright, or M. Traverfe feaze upon 
fuch a citty, or any like popular towne, Helvetian or other, 
where democrity ruleth the roft, they fhould have fome- 
bodies good leave to provide for their owne fecurity, and 
to take their beft advauntage uppon tickle Cantons. Some 
one, peradventure, in time would canton them well enough, 
and give a fhrewd pull at a metropolitan fea, as foveraine 
as the old bifhoprike of Geneva. It were not the firft time 
that a democraty by degrees hath prooved an ariftocraty, 
an ariftocraty degenerated into an oligarchy, an oligarchy 
amounted to a tyranny, or principality. No rhetorique 
climax fo artificiall as that politique gradation. But ina 
juft kingdome, where is other good affurance for minifters, 
and meeter councels for princes, then fuch fwarmes of im- 
perious elderfhips, it is not for fubjectes to ufurpe, as com- 
maunders may tirannife in a fmall territory ; unleffe they 
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meane to fett up a generall deformation, in lieu of an uni- 
verfall reformation; and to bring-in an order that would 
foone proove a diluge of diforder, an overflow of anarchy, 
and an open fludgate to drowne pollicy with licentioufnes, 
nobility with obfcurity, and the honour of realmes with the 
bafeneffe of Cantons. They that long for the bane and 
plague of their country, pray for that many-hedded and 
cantonifh reformation ; in iffue good for none, but the high 
judges of the confiftory and their appropriate creatures, as 
I will juftify at large, in cafe I be ever particularly chal- 
lenged. I am no pleader for the regiment of the feete over 
the head, or the governement of the ftomacke over the hart: 
furely nothing can be more pernitious in pra€tife, or more 
miferable in conclufion, then a commaunding autority in 
them that are borne to obey, ordained to live in private 
condition, made to follow their occupations, and bound to 
homage. You, that be fchollars, moderate your invention 
with judgement ; and you, that be reafonable gentlemen, 
pacify your felves with reafon. If it be an injury to enclofe 
commons, what juftice is it to lay-open enclofures? And if 
monarchies mutt fuffer popular {tates to enjoy their free liber- 
ties and ampleft fraunchifes, without the leaft infringment 
or abridgment, is there no congruence of reafon that popular 
{tates {fhould give monarchies leave to ufe their pofitive 
lawes, eftablifhed orders, and royall prerogatives, without 
difturbance or confutation ? Bicaufe meaner minifters then 
lordes may become a popular cittie, or territorie, muft it 
therefore be an abfurditie in the majeftie of a kingdome to 
have fome lordes {pirituall amongft fo many temporall ; as 
well for the fitter correfpondence and combination of both 
degrees ; their more reverend private dire€tion in matters 
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of confcience; their weightier publique counfell in parla- 
ments and fynods; the firmer affurance of the clergie in 
their caufes; and the more honorable eftimation of religion 
in all refpeétes? As for the folemner vifitation of their 
dioces, and other competent jurifdiction, it is tyrannie, 
or vainglorie, not reverend lordfhip, that the {cripture 
condemneth. There were bishops, or, as fome will have 
them termed, fuperintendents, with epifcopall fuperioritie 
and jurifdi€tion in the golden age of the apoftles: T7zmothte 
of Ephefus, 77zas of Crete, Warke of Alexandria, Fames of 
Jerufalem, Philemon of Gaza, the eloquent Apollos of Ceefarea, 
Evodius of Antioche, Sofipater of Iconium, according to 
Dorotheus of Theffalonica, according to Origene, 7ychicus 
of Chalcedon, Azanias of Damafcus, and fo forth. Divers 
of the auncient fathers and doétours, as well of the Orientall 
as of the occidentall churches, were bifhops, reverend fathers 
in Chrift, and fpirituall lordes. The fame ftile or title of 
reverence, hath fucceffively continued to this age, without 
any empeachment of value, or contradiction of note, faving 
that of the angrie malcontent, and prowd heretique Aérius, 
fcarfely worth the naming. What cruell outrage hath it 
lately committed, or what haynous indignitie hath it newly 
admitted, (more then other advauncementes of vertue, 
or {tiles of honour) that it fhould now be cancelled, or 
abandoned in all haft ? Would God, fome were no ftouter, 
or hawtier without the title, then fome are with it! Many 
temporall lordes, dukes, princes, kinges, and emperours, 
have fhowen very notable effectuall examples of Chriftian 
humilitie; and may not fpirituall lordes carrie fpirituall 
mindes? I hope they do; I know fome doe; I am fuer all 
may, notwithftanding their ordinarie title, or an hundred 
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plaufible epithits. I would the lord{fhip, or pompe of 
bifhops, were the greateft abufe in commonwealthes, or 
churches. I feare me, I fhall never live to fee fo happie a 
world upon the earth, that advifed reformation fhould have 
nothing worfe to complaine-off then that lordfhip or pompe. 
What may be, or is amiffe in any degree, I defend not ; 
(the deli€t of fome one or two prelates, were it manifeft, 
ought not to redounde to the damage or detriment of the 
church:) what may ftande with the honour of the realme, 
with the benefite of the church, with the approbation of 
antiquitie, and with the canon of the fcripture, I have no 
reafon to impugne or abridge. I have more caufe to fuf- 
pect that fome earneft dealers might be perfuaded to dif- 
penfe with the name of lordfhip in bifhops, on condition 
themfelves might be the parties, that would not fecularlie 
abufe the title to any private pompe, or vanitie, but re- 
ligioufly applie it to the publique adminiftration of the 
church, according to the firft inftitution. Were dalliance 
fafe in fuch cafes, I could withe the experiment in a per- 
fon, or two, in whofe complexions I have fome infight. 
Doétour Humfry of Oxford, and doétour Fulke of Cam- 
bridge, two of their ftandard-bearers a long-time, erew 
conformable in the end as they grew riper in experience, 
and fager in judgement; and why may not fuch and 
fuch, in the like or weightier refpectes, condefcend to a 
like toleration of matters adiaphorall? Sith it will be no 
otherwife (maugre all admonitions, or whatfoever zealous 
motives) better relent with favour then refift in vayne. 
Were any fayre offer of preferment handfomely tendered 
unto fome, that gape not greedily after promotion, nor can 
away with thiffame fervile waiting, or plaufible courting for 
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living, [ doubt not but wife men would fee what were good 
for themfelves, commodius for their frendes, and conveni- 
ent for the Church. If they fhould obftinatly refufe dean- 
eryes and bifhoprickes, I fhould verely beleeve they are 
mooved with ftronger arguments, and pregnanter autorities, 
then any they have yet publifhed in print, or uttered in 
difputation, and I would be very glad to conferre with them 
for my inftruétion. Sound reafons and autenticall quota- 
tions may prevayle much; and no fuch invincible defence, 
as the armour of proofe. In the meane time the caufe may 
be remembred that incenfed the forefayd factious malcon- 
tent, Aérius, to maintaine the equalitie of bifhops and other 
prieftes, when himfelfe failed in his ambitious fuite for a 
bifhopricke: and all refteth upon a cafe of confcience, as 
nice and fqueamifh a fcruple with fome zealous marr- 
prelates, as whither the fox, in fome good refpects, might 
be woon to eate grapes. They that would pregnantly try 
conclufions, might, peradventure, finde fuch a temptation the 
materialleft and learnedeft confutation that hath yet bene 
imprinted. Melancholie is deepely wife, and choler refo- 
lutely ftout: they muft perfuade them effentially and feel- 
ingly, that will moove them effectually. Were they en- 
treated to yeelde, other arguments would fubfcribe of their 
owne gentle accord, and ingenuoufly confeffe that opinion 
is not to prejudice the truth, or faction to derogate from 
autoritie. Poffeffion was ever a ftrong defendant ; and a 
juft title maketh a puiffant adverfarie : bifhops will gooverne 
with reputation when marr-prelats muft obey with reve- 
rence, or refift with contumacie. Errours in doétrine, cor- 
ruptions in manners, and abufes in offices, would be reformed ; 
but degrees of fuperioritie, and orders of obedience are 
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needefull in all eftates, and efpecially in the clergie as ne- 
ceffarie as the funne in the day, or the moone in the night ; 
or cock-on-hoope, with a hundred thoufand curates in the 
world, would proove a mad difcipline. Let order be the 
golden rule of proportion, and I am as forward an ad- 
monitioner as any precifian in England. If diforder mutt 
be the difcipline, and confufion the reformation, (as, without 
difference of degrees, it muft needes,) I crave pardon. Ax- 
archie was never yet a good ftates-man, and A ¢avie will ever 
be a badd church-man, That fame luftie downefall is too- 
hoat a pollicie for my learning ; they were beft to be con- 
tent to let bifhopricks ftande, that would be loth to fee 
religion fall, or the clergie troden under foote. He con- 
ceiveth little that perceiveth not what bondes hold the world 
in order, and what tenures maintaine an affurance in eftates. 
Were minifters ftipendaries, or penfioners, (which hath alfo 
bene a wife motion) and all without diftinction alike 
e{teemed,—that is, all, without regard, alike contemned 
and abjected (which would be the iffue of unequai equallity) 
woe to the poore miniftery ! and the cunningeft practife of 
the confiftorie, fhould have much adoe to ftopp thofe gapps, 
and recure thofe fores. Never a more fuccourleffe orphan, 
or a more defolate widdow, or a more diftreffed pilgrim 
then fuch a miniftery; untill, in a thirfty and hungry zeale, 
it fhould eft-foones retire to former provifions, and recover 
that auncient ceconomy ecclefiafticall. The fureft revenue 
and honorableft falary of that coate, much-better, iwis, then 
the fouldiours pay, or the ferving-mans wages. Equallity 
in things equall is a juft law, but a refpective valuation of 
perfons is the rule of equity ; and they little know into what 
incongruities and abfurdities they runne headlong, that are 
13 
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weary of geometrical proportion, or diftributive juftice, in the 
collation of publique func¢tions, offices, or promotions, civile 
or fpirituall. God beftoweth his bleffings with difference ; 
and teacheth his Lieutenant, the Prince, to eftimate and 
preferre his fubjeétes accordingly. When better autors are 
alledged for equalitie in perfons unequall, I will live and 
dye in defence of that equalitie, and honour arethmeticall 
proportion as the onely ballance of juftice, and fole ftandard 
of governement. Meane-while, they that will-be wifer then 
God and their Prince, may continue a peevith fcrupulofitie 
in fubfcribing to their ordinances, and nurrish a rebellious 
contumacie in refufing their orders. I wish unto my 
frendes as unto mifelfe, and recommende learning to dif- 
cretion, conceit to judgment, zeale to knowledge, dutie 
to obedience, confufion to order, uncertaintie to affurance, 
and unlawfull noveltie to lawfull uniformitie ; the fweeteft 
repofe that the commonwealth or church can enjoy. eg- 
num divifum, a foverain text, and what notabler gloffe 
upon a thoufand texts? Or what more cordiall reftorative 
of boddy or foule then Aece quam bonum, et quam jucun- 
dum? Sweet my mafters, be fweet ; and without the leaft 
bitterneffe of unneceffarie ftrife, tender your affectionateft 
devotions of zeale and honour, to the beft contentment of 
your frends, your patrons, your prince, the commonwealth, 
the church, the Almightie; which fo dearely loove, fo 
bountifully maintaine, fo mightily protect, fo gratioufly 
favour, and fo indulgentially tender you. Confounde not 
yourfelves, and what people this day more bleffed, or what 
nation more floorifhing ? Some fervent, and many counter- 
fait loovers adore their miftreffes, and commit idolatrie to 
the leaft of their bewties ; oh! that we knew what a facrifice 
obedience were, and what a jewell of jewells he offereth 
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that prefenteth charitie, without which we may talke of 
doctrine, and difcourfe of difcipline, but doétrine is a 
parrat, difcipline an eccho, reformation a fhaddow, fan¢tifica- 
tion a dreame without charitie, in whofe fweet boofome re- 
conciliation harboureth, the deareft frend of the church, and 
the onely e/¢ amen of fo infinite controverfies. That recon- 
ciliation fettle itfelfe to examine matters barely, without 
their veales or habiliments, according to the counfell of 
Marcus Aurelius ; and to define thinges fimply, without any 
colours or embellifhments, according to the preceptes of 
Ariftotle and the examples of Ramus, and the moft-endleffe 
altercations, being generally rather verball then reall, and 
more circumftantiall then fubftantiall, will foone grow to an 
ende. Which end humanitie haften, if there be any [pice of 
humanitie; divinitie difpatch, if there be any remnant of 
divinitie ; heaven accomplith, if the graces of heaven be not 
locked-upp; and earth embrace, if reconciliation hath not 
forfaken the earth. If falshood be weake, as it is weake, 
why fhould it longer hold-upp head ; and if truth be truth, 
that is, great and mightie, why fhould it not prevayle ? 
Moft-excellent truth! show thifelfe in thy victorious maiettie, 
and mauger whatfoever encounter of witt, learning, or furie, 
prevayle puiffantly. 

Thefe notes, if they happen to fee light, are efpecially in- 
tended to the particular ufe of a fewe, whom, in affectionate 
good-will, I would with to ftay their wifedomes. Did I 
not entirely pittie their cafe, and extraordinarily favour 
fome commendable partes in them, they fhould not eafely 
have coft me halfe thus many lines; every one worfe be- 
{towed then other, if conftancie in errour be a creddit, in 
difobedience a bonde, in vice a vertue, in miferic a felicitie. 
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He that writt the premiffes affeéteth truth as precifely as 
any precifian in Cambrige or Oxford, and hateth even loove 
itfelfe in comparifon of truth, which he is ever to tender 
with a curious devotion; but a man may be as blinde in 
overfeeing as in feeing nothing ; and he may fhoote farther 
from the marke, that overshooteth, then he that shooteth 
short or wide. As alwayes fome motefpying heades have fo 
fcrupuloufly ordered the matter, 27 intelligendo nihil intelli- 
gerent, 1 would be loth to fall into the handes of any fuch 
captious and mutinous witts; but if it be my fortune to 
light upon hard interteinement, what remedie? I have had 
fome little tampering with a kinde of extortioners and bar- 

ratours in my time; and feare not greatly any bugges, but 
in charitie or in dutie. Wrong him not that would gladly 
be well-taken where he meaneth well, and, once for all, pro- 
tefteth, he loveth humanitie with his hart, and reverenceth 
divinitie with his foule ; as he would rather declare in deede 
then profeffe in worde. If he erreth, it is for want of know- 
ledge, not for want of zeale ; howbeit, for his fuller content- 
ment, he hath alfo done his endevour to know fomething 
on both fides; and, laying-afide partialitie to the perfons, 
hath privately made the moft equall and fincere analyfis of 
their feveral allegations and proofes, that his logique and 
divinitie could fett downe. For other analyfes he over- 
paffed, as impertinent, or not {pecially material lsSeeviter 
fuch examination of their autorities and argumentes, not 
with a rigorous cenfure of either, but with a favorable con- 
ftruGtion of both, pardon him, though he prefume to deliver 
fome part of his animadverfions in fuch termes as the in- 
{tant occafion prefenteth ; not for any contentious or finifter 
purpofe (the world is too full of litigious and barratous 
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pennes) but for the fatisfaétion of thofe that defire them, 
and the advertifement of thofe that regard them; who, 
according to any indifferent or reafonable analyfis, shall 
finde the sharpeft inventions and weightieft judgmentes of 
their leaders, nothing fo autenticall, or current, as was pre- 
judicatly expected. It is no peece of my intention to in- 
{truct where I may learne, or to controule any fuperiour of 
qualitie, that in confcience may affect, or in pollicie feeme 
to countenance that fide. With Martin and his applauders, 
Browne and his adherents, Barrow and his complices, Kett 
and his fectaries, or whatfoever commotioners of like dif- 
pofition (for never fuch a flush of fcifmatique heads, or 
heretique witts) that like the notorious H. N,, or the pre- 
fumptuous David George, or that execrable Servetus, or 
other turbulent rebells in religion, would be Turkefing and 
innovating they wott not what, I hope it may become me 
to be allmoft as bold as they have bene with judges, bishops, 
archbishops, princes, and with whom not, howfoever 
learned, wife, vertuous, reverend, honorable, or foverain. 
Or if my coole dealing with them be infupportable, I beleeve 
their hoat practifing with lordes and princes was not greatly 
tolerable. Be as it may, that is done on both fides cannot 
be undone; and if they weene they may offende outragioufly 
without injurie, other are fuer, they may defend moderately 
with juftice. When that feven-fold fheild faileth, my plea is at 
an ende; albeit my making or marring werethe client. Whiles 
the feven-fold fhield holdeth-out, he can doe little that 
cannot hold it upp. A ftrong apologie enhableth a weake 
hand, and a good caufe is the beft advocate. Some fleepe 
not to all, and I watch not to every-one. If I be under- 
ftood with effeét, where I wifh at leaft a demurrer with 


- t i z cones 1 CLP Coif sO Fe, uD 2 


pot § 


ees 


102 Prerces Supererogation. 


ftayed advifement and confultation, I have my defier, and 
not wil tedioufly importune other. I doubt not of many 
contrary inftigations, and fome bold examples of turbulent 
(pirits ; but heat is not the meeteft judge on the bench, or 
the foundeft divine in difputation : and in matters of govern- 
ment, but efpecially in motions of alteration, that runne 
their heads again{ft a {trong wall, Take heede is a fayre 
thing. Were there no other confiderations, the place and 
the time are two weightie and mightie circumftances ; it is 
a very nimble feather, that will needes out-runne the wing 
of the time, and leave the fayles of regiment behinde. Men 
are men, and ever had, and ever will have, their imper- 
fections: Paradife tafted of imperfections ; the golden age, 
whenfoever it was moft golden, had fome droffe of imper- 
fections ; the patriarkes fealt fome fits of imperfeétions ; 
Mofes tabernacle was made acquainted with imperfections ; 
Salomons temple could not cleere itfelfe from imperfections ; 
the primitive Church wanted not imperfections ; Conftan- 
tine’s devotion founde imperfections; what reformation 
could ever fay, I have no imperfections? or will they, that 
dubb themfelves the little flocke, and the onely remnant of 
Ifrael, fay, We have no imperfections? Had they none, as 
none have more then fome of thofe Luciferian fpirits, it is 
an unkinde birde that defileth his kinde neaft; and a prowd 
husband-man that can abide no tares amonegft wheate, or 
upbraideth the corne with the cockle. There is a God 
above that heareth prayers ; a prince beneath that tendereth 
fupplications ; lordes on both fides that patronife good 
caufes ; learned men that defire conference ; time to confider 
upon effentiall pointes; knowledge that loveth zeale, as 
zeale muft reverence knowledge ; trueth, that difplayeth and 
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invefteth itfelfe ; confcience, that is a thoufand witneffes, even 


again{ft it felfe. When the queftion is de re, to difpute de 


homine is fophifticall ; or, when the matter dependeth in con- 
troverfie, to cavill at the forme, is captious ; the abufe of the 
one, were it proved, abolifheth not the ufe of the other. What, 
should impertinent fecrecies be revealed, or needles quarrels 
picked, or every propofition wrinched to the harsheft fenfe ? 
What, should honeft mindes and excellent witts be taunted 
and bourded without rime or reafon ? What, should infolent 
and mon{ftrous phantafticallity extoll and glorify itfelfe 
above the cioudes, without caufe or effect ? When, where, 
and how, should Martin junior be purified, Martin fenior 
faintified, Browne evangeliftified, Barrow apoftolified, Kett 
angelified, or the patriarke of the loovely familiftes, H. N., 
deified, more then all the world befide ? Were it poffible 
that this age should affoord a divine and miraculous Elias, 
yet, when Elias himfelfe deemed himfelfe moft defolate, 
and complained hee was left all-alone, there remained thou- 
fandes living that never bowed their knees unto Baal. But 
faction is as fure a keeper of counfell as a five, fpite as clofe 
a fecretary as a {kummer, innovation, at the leaft, a bright 
angell from heaven; and the forefaid abftractes of pure 
divinity will needes know why Junius Brutus, or Eufebius 
Philadelphus should rather be Pafquils incarnate then they. 
li there be one Abraham in Ur, one Lot in Sodome, one 
Daniell in Babilon, one Jonas in Ninive, one Job in Huz ; 
or if there bee one David in the court of Saule, one Obadia 
in the court of Achab, one Jeremy in the court of Zedechias, 
one Zorobabel in the court of Nebuchodonofor, one Nehe- 
mias in the court of Artaxerxes, or any fingular bleffed one 
in any good or bad court, citty, ftate, kingdome, or nation, 
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it muft be one of them; all other, of whatfoever dignity or 
defert, what but reprobates, apoftataes, monfters, tyrants, 
pharifes, hypocrites, falfe prophets, belly-gods, worldlinges, 
ravenous woolves, crafty foxes, dogs to their vomite, a 
generation of vipers, limmes of Sathan, divels incarnate, or 
fuch like. For Erafmus poore copia verborum, and Om- 
phalius fory furniture of invective and declamatory phrafes 
muft come shorte in this comparifon of the rayling faculty. 
I know no remedy but the prayer of charitie, and the order 
of autority; whome it concerneth to deale with libels as 
with thornes, with phanfies as with weedes, and with herefies 
or {cifmes, as with hydras heads. It hath bene alwayes one 
of my obfervations, but efpecially of later yeares, fince thefe 
Numantine fkirmishes, the better fcholler, indeede, the 
colder f{cifmatiqne, and the hotter fcifmatique the worfe 
fchollar. What an hideous and incredible opinion did 
David Gorge conceive of himfelf: H. N. was not afraide 
to infult over al the fathers, doctors, fchoolmen, and new- 
writers, ever fince the evangelifts and apoftles: Browne 
challenged all the doétours and other notableft graduats of 
Cambridge and Oxford: Kett, though fomething in aftro- 
logy and phyficke, yet a rawe devine, how obftinate and 
untractable in his fantafticke affertions! Barrow taketh 
upon him, not onely above Luther, Zuinglius, Oecolampa- 
dius, Brentius, and all the vehementeft Germane Proteftants, 
but alfo above Calvin, Viret, Beza, Marlorat, Knox, Melvin, 
Cartwright, Traverfe, Fenner, Penry, and all our impor- 
tuneft follicitours of reformation, howfoever qualified with 
giftes, or reputed amoneft their favorits. Illuminate under- 
ftanding is the rare byrd of the church, and graund intendi- 
mentes come by acertaine extraordinarie and fupernaturall 
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revelation. One unlearned fingularift hath more in him 
then ten learned precifians : give me the brave fellow that 
can carrie a dragons tayle after him. Tufh! univerfitie- 
learning is a dunfe; and fchoole-divinitie a Sorbonift. It 
is not art, or modefty, that maketh a Rabi-Alphes, or a 
ringleader of multitudes. David Gorge, the Archprophet 
of the world, H. N., the Archevangelift of Chrift, and Bar- 
row, the Archapoftle of the Church: fuperhappy creatures, 
that have illuminate underftanding, and graund intendi- 
ments at the beft hand! Miraculous Barrow, that fo hugely 
exceedeth his auncients in the pure arte of reformation! 
But undoubtedly his kingdome cannot flourifh long; as he 
hath bleffed his feniors, fo he muft be annointed of his 
juniors: me thinkes I fee an other, and an other headd, 
fuddainely ftarting-upp upon Hydras fhoulders: farewell 
H. N. and welcome Barrow! adieu Barrow, and all-haile 
thou angelicall fpirite of the Gofpell, whofe face I fee ina 
chriftall, more pure then purity it felfe: the depreffion of 
one, the exaltation of an other; the corruption of one, the 
generation of an other; no feede fo fertile, or rancke, as the 
feede of fcifme, and the fperme of herefy. Chrift aide his 
affaulted fort; and bliffe the feede of Abraham! and in 
honor of excellent arts and worthy profeffions, be it ever 
faide, the beft learned are beft advifed. 

Even Cardinall Sadolet, Cardinall Poole, and Omphalius, 
commended the milde and difcreete difpofition of Melanc- 
thon, Bucer, and Sturmius, when they firft ftirred in Ger- 
many: the Queene Moother of Fraunce and the Cardinall 
of Lorraine prayfed Ramus, albeit hee was knowen to 
favourife the Prince of Condy: Jovius prayfed Reuclin and 
Camerarius, as Peucer prayfed Jovius and Bembus; Ofo- 
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rius prayfed Afcham, as Afcham prayfed Watfon ; and who 
prayfed not Sir John Cheeke ? how exceedingly did Cardan 
praife him? Sir Thomas Smith, her Majefties‘ambaffadour 
in Fraunce in the raignes of Henry the Second, Francis 
the Second, and Charles the Ninth, was honored of none 
more then of fome French and Italian cardinals and bifhops : 
the kings fonnes favored his fonne, as well after, as before 
their coronation. Neander, in his late Chronicle, and later 
Geographie, praifeth here and there certaine papiftes: and 
did not Agrippa, Erafmus, Duarene, and Bodine, occafion- 
ally praife as many Proteftants? It was a fweet and divine 
vertue that ftirred-up loove and admiration in fuch adver- 
faries ; and doubtleffe they carried an honeft and honorable 
mynde, that forgot themfelves and their frendes to doe their 
enemies reafon, and vertue right. A vertue that I often 
feeke, feldome finde; wifh-for in many, hope-for in fome, 
looke-for in few; reverence in a fuperiour, honour in an in- 
feriour; admire in a frend, loove in a foe; joy to fee, or 
heare, in one or other. Perverfe natures are forward to 
difguife themfelves, and to condemne not onely curtefie, or 
humanitie, but even humilitie, and charitie itfelfe, with a 
nick-name of Newtralitie, or Ambidexteritie ; terme it what 
you lift, and mifcall it at your pleafure: certes it is an ex- 
cellent and foverain qualitie, that in a firme refolution never 
to abandon vertue, or to betray the truth, ftealeth inter- 
teinement from difpleafure, favour from offence, loove from 
enmitie, grace from indignation; and not like Homers 
“Syren, but like Homers Minerva, traineth partialitie to a 
liking of the adverfe partie; diffenfion to a commendation 
of his contrarie; errour to an embracement of truth; and 
even corruption himfelfe to an advauncement of valour, of 
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defert, of integritie, of that morall and intelleGtuall good, 
that fo gratioufly infinuateth, and fo forciblie emprooveth 
itfelfe. Oh, that learning were ever married to fuch difcre- 
tion, witt to fuch wifedome, zeale to fuch vertue, contention 
to fuch moralitie! and oh, that fuch private governement 
might appeare in thofe that pleade moft importunatly for 
publique governement! Oh, that Plato could teach Xeno- 
crates; Ariftotle, Callifthenes; Theophraftus, Ariftotle ; 
Funapius, Iamblicus to facrifice to the fweet graces of 
Mercurie! What fhould I vayle, or fhadow a good pur- 
pofe? Oh a thoufand times, that Melancton could traine 
Junius Brutus; Sturmius, Philadelphus ; Ramus, Beza ; 
Jewell, Cartwright; Deering, Martin; Baro, Barrow, to 
embrace the heavenly graces of Chrift, and to kiffe the 
hand of that divine creature, that paffeth all underftanding ! 
What a felicitie were it to fee fuch heades as pregnant as 
hydras heades, or hydras heades as rare as fuch heades ! 

It is not my meaning to deface, or prejudice, any that 
unfainedly meaneth well: if, percafe, I happen to touch 
fome painted walles, and godly hypocrites, (godlineffe is 
become a ftrange creature) fhould they be truly godly) lect 
them keepe their owne counfel, and ceafe to affect new 
reputation by old herefies. The Jewes had their holly- 
holly-holly Effeans ; their feperate and precife Phari/es ; 
their daily regenerate and puritane Hemerobaptifies ; their 
fervent and illuminate Zelotiftes ; onely in fhape men, in 
converfation fainéts, in infinuation angels, in profeffion 
demi-gods; as defcended from heaven, to bleffe the earth, 
and to make the citie a Paradife that wafhed their feete. 
Jefus bleffe good mindes from the blacke enemy, when he 
attireth himfelfe like an Angell of light! Judas the Gaulo- 
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nite, in the reigne of Herode the Great, was an hoat toft, 
and a marvelous zelotift: when the Emperour Octavian 
taxing the world, and affeffing Judea, like other nations, 
who but he, in the abundance of his mightie zeale, was the 
man that fett it downe for a canonicall doétrine, that the 
people of God was to acknowledge no other Lord but God ; 
and that it was a flavifh bondage to pay any fuch exaéction, 
or impofition, unto Auguftus: and having given out that prin- 
ciple for an infallible rule, or rather a facred law, very vehe- 
mently follicited and importuned the people (as the manner 
is) to live and dye in the caufe of their God and their 
libertie. But fweet Chrift was of a milder and meeker 
{pirite; and both payed tribute himfelfe to avoyde offence, 
and fet it downe for an eternal maxime in his gofpell, Give 
unto Czfar that belongeth unto Czefar, and unto God, that 
belongeth untoGod. ZelousJudas,the Gaulonite, and fervent 
Simon, the Galilean, two fingular reformers of the Judaicall 
fynagoge, pretended fayre for a pure type, or exquifite 
platforme of the foundeft, exacteft, and precifeft Hebrai- 
call difcipline ; but what prophane idolatrie fo plagued that 
divine commonwealth as that fame fcrupulous zeale? or 
what made that bleffed ftate utterly miferable, but that 
fame unruly and tumultuous zeale, that would not be con- 
tent with reafon untill it was too late? For a time, they 
fuppofed themfelves the worthieft and rareft creatures in 
Judea, or rather the onely men of that ftate; and in a deepe 
conceit of a neat and undefiled puritie, divorced, fequeftred 
themfelves from the corrupt focietie of other: but alas ! that 
any purified mindes fhould pay fo dearely and fmartly for 
their fine phanfies, which coft them no leffe then the moft 
lamentable overthrow of their whole common-wealth. You 
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that have languages and arts, more then divers other of 
good qualitie, and can ufe them with methode, and a cer- 
taine plaufible opinion of great learning, be as excellent 
and fingular as you poffiblie can for your lives in a dire&t 
courfe ; but be not peevifh or odd in a crooked balke, that 
leadeth out of the kinges high-way, and Chriftes owne path, 
into a maze of confufion, and a wilderneffe of defolation, 
the finall ende of thefe endleffe contentions, if they be not 
otherwife calmed by private difcretion, or cutt-fhort by 
publique order. The firft example of divifion was perillous ; 
and what rankes or fwarmes of infatiable fcifme inconti- 
nently followed! It is a mad world when every crew of 
conceited punyes, puffed-up with a prefumptuous or phan- 
tafticall imagination, muft have their feveral complot, or 
faction, as it were a certaine Punicall warre ; whofe victorie 
wilbe like that of Carthage again{t Roome, if it be not the 
fooner quieted. Kemember Judas the Gaulonite, and for- 
gett not yourfelves: inordinate zeale is a pernitious re- 
former ; and deftruétion a deare purchafe of plotts in moon- 
fhine. S. Paule, the heroicall apoftle, could not finde a more 
excellent way then charitie, the moft foverain way of faith 
and hope; any other defeigne of puritie or fingularitie 
buildeth not up, but pulleth-downe; and of more then 
a million in hope, prooveth leffe then a cipher in effect. 
What the falvation of David Gorge? a nullitie: what the 
deification of H. N.? a nullitie: what the glorification of 
Kett? a nullitie: what the fanctification of Browne? a 
nullitie: what the communitie of Barrow? a nullitie: what 
the plaufibilitie of Martin? a nullitie: what a thoufand 
fuch popular motives, allectives, incenfives, aggravations of 
the leaft corruption, amplifications of the higheft felicitie, 
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new landes of promife, overflowing with milke and honny, 
fooles Paradifes, glorious innovations, but prefent fhame, 
wretched confufion, utter ruine, everlaf{ting infamie, horrible 
damnation, and a moft hideous nullity? Even the great 
hurly-burly of the Church, the imagined-heavenly difcipline; 
and the very topfy-turvy of the ftate, the pretended-divine 
reformation ; of two mightie giants, what can they poffiblie 
emproove themfelves, but filly pigmyes, and a moft pittifull 
nullitie ? Sweet charitie, enfweeten thefe bitter garboiles ; 
and feing they fo inftantly and importunatly affect a perfect 
platforme, give them a moft curious and exquifite table of 
pure reformation, even the true picture of thifelf Surer 
prevention of mifchiefe and ruine, I know none. 

I had here bidden Martin in the Vintry farewell,. and 
taken my leave of this tedious difcourfe (for no man taketh 
leffe delight in inveétives) were I not newly certified of 
certaine frefh and frantique practifes for the ere€tion of the 
Synedrion in all haft, whofe complotters are weary of me- 
lancholy projects, and begin to refolve on a cholerique 
courfe. Hoat arguments are fiercely threatened, in cafe the 
difcipline be not the fooner interteined ; but methinks that 
warme courfe fhould fcarfly be the ftile of pure mortifica- 
tion, and haply fofter fier would make fweeter mault. A 
little advifement doth not much amiffe in capitall, or daun- 
serous attemptes. It were well the blowing bellowes 
might be entreated to keepe their winde for a fitter oppor- 
tunitie ; or if fier boilyng in the ftomacke muft needes 
breake-out at the mouth, the beft comfort is, the country 
affordeth fufficient provifion of water to encounter the 
terribleft vulcanift that brandifheth a burning fword, or a 
flerie toung. Howbeit, fome looker-on, that feares not 
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ereatly the flame, cannot but marvell at the {moake, and 
had rather fee them breathing-out the fume of divine to- 
bacco, then of furious rage. I have read of politique Jewes 
that for their commoditie have become Chriftians, whom 
in Spaine and Italy they terme Refaliados; but that 
politique Chriftians for any benefit, promotion, or other 
regard whatfoever, fhould praétife to become Jews, in doc- 
trine or difcipline, in earneft or in devife, in whole or in 
part, it were ftrange and almoft incredible, if the world 
were not growen a monftrous Redaliado for his advantage ; 
and the voyce of Jacob prooved a more gaynfull ftratageme 
for the hands of Efau then ever the hands of Efau were for 
the voice of Jacob. I charge not any that are cleere: 
(would there were no more Jewifh Pharifes then Hebrue 
worthies) but let not them accufe me for {peaking, that 
condemne themfelves for doing ; or fhew themfelves fain&ts 
in the premiffes, that will fcantly proove honeft men in the 
conclufion. All are not ledd with the fame refpe€tes that 
hang on the fame ftring; fome are carried with one con- 
fideration, fome with an other; fome tender divinity as 
their foule ; fome loove religion as their boddy ; fome favour 
the gofpell as their fortune: I doubt not but fome defier 
difcipline for confcience; and do none coovet reformation for 
gayne, or were it impoffible to point out a Refaliado con- 
vert in the whottift throng of thofe frefh profelites ? If there 
be no Ketaliados in Chriftendome, I am glad I have fayd 
nothing ; if there be, they may fo long mocke other in 
wordes, that at laft they will moft deceive themfelves in 
deedes. I am beholding to the old Jurie, but have no great 
phanfie to a new, either in London or elfewhere: when 
amoneft divers other hiftories of Jewifh enormities, I re- 
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member how an auncient Archbifhop of Canterbury, one 
John Peckam, was fayne to take order with the Bifhop of 
London then being, for the diffolution and deftruétion of all 
the fynogoges in his dioces. The leffe neede of any fuch 
order at this inftant, all the better. I will not difpute whither 
a Synedrion prefuppofe a fynagoge; or whither it be not as 
infupportable a yoke for any king, or mightie ftate, as it 
was for King Herode, or the Romanes, that found it in- 
tolerable : (methinkes the wifeft Sanedrift of a thoufand 
fhould hardly perfuade me that he is a frend of princes, or 
no enemie of monarchies;) but I know fomuch by fome, 
none of the meaneft fchollers, or obfcureft men in Europe, 
touching their opinion of the Old and New Teftament, of 
the Thalmud, of the Alcoran, of the Hebrue, Chriftian, 
and Turkifh hiftories, that I deeme any thing fufpicious 
and perillous, that any-way inclineth to Judaifme, as fell 
an adverfarie to Chriftianitie as the wolfe to the lambe, or 
the gofhawk to the doove. Graunt them an inche, they will 
foone take an ell with the advantage ; and were any part 
of their difcipline on foote, could the boddy of their doc- 
trine want an head? or might not the parifhe proove a 
diforderly congregation, as bad as a fynagoge, where the 
Judiciall bench were a Synedrion ? The Jewes are a futtle, 
and mifcheevous people, and have cunningly invegled 
fome ftudents of the holly toung with their miraculous 
Cabala from Mofes, their omnifcious cofmologie from 
Salomon, their Caldzan fapience from Daniell, and other 
profound fecrets of great pretence; but their liberall gifts 
bite like their ufurie, and they are finally founde to inter- 
teine them beft that fhutt them quite out of doores, with 
their Sanedrim and all. They can tell a precious tale of 


a ae ee 


AES SORE SRE 2 RRR RIN AME See 9 maaes AR eer Se eS 


Prerces Supererogation. hii 


their divine fenate, and of their venerable Meokekim, 
reverenced like living lawes, but were all judgements a@tu- 
ally drawen to the divine fenate, and all lawes folemnely to 
be fetched from the venerable Meokekim, as from {peaking 
oracles, might not thefe, and their other metaphyficall 
myfteries be enregiftred in the fame Thalmud, or might it 
not proove a pinching reformation for Chriftendome? I 
have tafted of their verball miracles, and cannot creatly 
commend their perfonall vertues; but their reall ufurie is 
knowen through-out the Chriftian world to be an unmerci- 
full tyrant ; and I feare me, their confiftoriall jurifdiction 
would growe a cruell griper, efpecially being fo univerfally 
extended in every parifh, as is intended by the promoters 
thereof, and powerably armed with that fupreme and un- 
controwlable authoritie, which they affect in caufes ecclefi- 
afticall. A brave fpirituall motion, and worthie not onely 
of thefe pidling fturres, but even of a Trojan warre. Yet 
their precedent, the Mofaicall Synedrion, was a civil court, 
(as is afore mentioned, and would be reconfidered) cum mero 
amperio ; and when it became mixt it was not merely eccle- 
fiafticall; and when it became meerly ecclefiafticall, of a 
pontifical confiftory, it foone prooved a tyranicall court, 
and, by your good leave, was as nimble to encroach upon 
civill caufes, being an ecclefiafticall court, as ever it was to 
intermeddle with ecclefiafticall caufes, being a civill court. 
The fineft Methodifts, according to Ariftotles golden rule 
of artificiall boundes, condemne geometricall preceptes in 
arithmetique, or arithmeticall preceptes in geometrie, as 
irregular and abufive; but never artift fo licentioufly hete- 
rogenifed, or fo extravagantly exceeded his prefcribed limits, 
as ambition or coovetice. Every miller is ready to convey 
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the water to his owne mill; and neither the high prieftes of 
Jerufalem, nor the popes of Roome, nor the patriarkes of 
Conftantinople, nor the paftors of Geneva, were ever haftie 
to binde their owne handes. They that refearch antiquities, 
and inquier into the privities of practifes, fhall finde an act 
of premunire is a neceffarie bridle in fome cafes. The 
firft bifhops of Roome were undoubtedly vertuous men and 
godly paftors ; from bifhops they grew to be popes: what 
more reverend then fome of thofe bifhops, or what more 
tyrannicall then fome of thofe popes > Aaron and the high 
prieftes of Jerufalem, and of other ceremoniall nations, were 
their glorious mirrours, and they deemed nothing too- 
magnificall, or pompous, to breede an univerfall reverence 
of their facred autoritie and hierarchie. We are fo farre 
alienated from imitating, or allowing them, that we cannot 
abide our owne bifhops; yet withall would have every 
minifter a bifhop, and would alfo be fetching a new patterne 
from old Jerufalem, the moother-fea of the high-priefthood. 
So the world (as the manner is) will needes runne about in 
a circle: pull-downe bifhops, fet up the minifter ; make 
him bifhop of his parifh, and head of the confiftorie, 
(call him how you lift, that muft be his place,) what 
will become of him within a fewe generations, but a high 
prieft in a low Jerufalem, or a great pope in a fmall 
roome? And then, where is the difference betweene him 
and a bifhop, or rather, betweene him and a pope? not fo- 
much in the qualitie of his jurifdiétion, when in effect he 
may be his owne judge, as in the quantitie of his dioces, or 
temporalties. Or, in cafe he be politique, as fome popes 
have bene glad for their advantage to tyrannife popularly, 
fo he may chaunce be content for his advauncement, to 
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popularife tyrannically, and fhall not be the firft of the 
clergie that hath cunningly done it with a comely grace. 
Something there muft be of a monarchie in free ftates, 
and fomething there will be of free ftates in a monatchie. 
The difcreeter and uprighter the curate is, the more cir- 
cum{pectly he will walke, and degenerate the leffe; yet 
what generation without degeneration, or what revolution 
without irregularitie? One inconvenience begetteth an 
other, enormities grow like evill weedes; take heede of a 
mifchiefe, and where then will be the corruptions? or how 
fhall defection (acknowledging no primacie, or fuperioritie 
in any perfon, or court) retire to his firft inftitution ? if per- 
cafe there should growe a confpiracie in fellowfhip, one 
confiftory juftifie an other for advantage, and their whole 
fynods fall-out in confequence, to be like their parts? Men 
may erre, and frailtie will flipp. What, fhould I aliedge 
hiftoryes or autorities ? It is no newes for infirmitie to fall, 
when it fhould ftand; or for appetite to rebell, when it 
fhould obey. Every fonne of Adam a reed fhaken with 
the wind of paffion, a weake veffell, a {chollar of imperfeétion, 
a mafter of ignorance, a doétour of errour, a paftour of con- 
cupifcence, a fuperintendent of avarice, a lord of ambition, 
a prince of finne, a flave of mortalitie. Fleth is flefh, and 
blud a wanton, a chaungeling, a compound of contrary 
elementes, a revoulting and retrograde planet, a fophifter, 
an hypocrite, an impoftour, an apoftata, an heretique; as 
convertible as Mercury, as variable as the weather-cock, as 
lunatique as the moone ; a generation of corruption, a whore 
of Babylon, a limme of the world, and an impe of the 
divell. It is their owne argument in other mens cafe, and 
why should it not be other mens argument in their cafe, 
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unleffe they can shew a perfonall priviledge ad cinprimendaum 
folum ? They may fpeake as they lift; termes of fanétifica- 
tion and mortification are free for them that will ufe them ; 
but the common opinion is, even of the forwardeft {kirm- 
‘shers at this day, they doe like other men, and live like 
the children of the world, and the brethren of themfelves. 
Some of them have their neighbours good leave to be their 
owne proétors, or advocats, if they pleafe: yet how pro- 
bable is it they are now at their very beft, and even in the 
neateft and pureft plight of their incorruption, whiles their 
mindes are abftraéted from worldly thoughts to a high 
meditation of their fuppofed heavenly reformation, and 
whiles it neceffarily behooveth them to ftand charily and 
nicely upon the credit of their integritie, finceritie, precife- 
neffe, godlineffe, zeale, and other vertues. When fuch re- 
fpeéts are over, and their purpofe compaffed according to 
their harts defier; who can tell how they, or their fuccef- 
fours, may ufe the keyes, or how they will befturr them 
with the fword? If flesh proove not a Pope Joane, and 
bloud a Pope Hildebrand, good enough. Accidents, that 
have happened, may happen agayne ; and all thinges under 
the funne are fubject to cafualtie, mutabilitie, and corruption. 
At all adventures it is a brave pofition, to maintaine a 
foverain and fupreme autoritie in every confiftorie, and to 
exempt the minifter from fuperiour cenfure, like the high 
prieft, or greateft pontiffe, whom Dionyfius. Halycarnaffeus 
calleth évumévSuvev.. He had neede be a wile and con{cion- 
able man, that should be a parlament, or a chauncerie unto 
himfelfe; and what a furniture of divine perfections were 
requifite in the Church, where fo many minifters, fo many 
fpirituall high juftices of Oier and Terminer, and every one 
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a fupreme tribunall, a fynode, a generall councell, a canon 
law, a heavenly law, and gofpel unto himfelfe. If no fer- 
pent can come within his paradife, fafe enough. Or, were 
it poffible, that the paftor (although a man, yet a divine 
man) should, as it were, by inheritance, or fucceffion, con- 
tinue a fainct from generation to generation: is it alfo 
neceffary that the whole company of the redoubted feniors 
fhould wage everlafting warre with the fleth, the world, and 
the divell, and eternally remaine an incorruptible Areopage, 
without wound or fcarre? Never fuch a colledge or frater- 
nitie upon earth, if that be their inviolable order. But God 
helpe conceit, that buildeth churches in the ayer, and plat- 
formeth difciplines without {tayne or fpott! 

They complaine of corruptions, and worthily, where cor- 
ruptions encroche (I am no patron of corruptions); but 
what a furging fea of corruptions would overflow within few 
years, in cafe the fword of fo great and ample autoritie, as 
that at Jerufalem moft capitall, or this at Geneva moft re- 
doubted, were putt into the hand of fo little capacitie in 
governement, fo little difcretion in difcipline, fo little judge- 
ment in caufes, fo little moderation in living, fo little con- 
{tancie in faying or doing, fo little gravitie in behaviour, or 
fo little whatfoever fhould procure reverence in a magiftrate, 
or eftablish good order in a commonwealth! Travaile 
thorough ten thoufand parishes in England, and when you 
have taken a favourable vew of their fubftantialleft and 
fufficienteft aldermen, tell me, in good footh, what a comely 
showe they would make in a confiftorie? or with how 
folemne a prefence they would furnish a councell table? I 
beleeve Grimaldus did little thinke of any fuch fenatours, 
when he writ de Optimo Senatore; or did Doétour Bar- 
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tholomew Philip, in his Perfeét Counfellour, ever dreame of 
any fuch counfellours > Petty principalities, petty tyrants ; 
and fuch fenats, fuch fenatours. Witt might devife a plea- 
furable dialogue betwixt the leather pilch and the velvet 
coate, and helpe to perfuade the better to deale neigh- 
bourly with the other; the other to content himfelfe with 
his owne calling. I deny not but the short apron may be 
as honeft.a man, or as good a Chriftian as the long gowne ; 
but methinkes he should fcantly be fo good a judge, or 
afGftant in doubtfull caufes; and I fuppofe, ~e Jutor ultra 
crepidam, is as fitt a proverbe now as ever it was, fince that 
excellent painter rebuked that fawcie cobler. Every fubject 
‘5 not borne to bea magiftrate, or officer ; and who knoweth 
not whofe creature fuperiour power is? They are very-wife 
that are wifer then he, by whofe divine permiffion every one 
‘sthat he is. The Laconicall Ephory hath lately bornea great 
{wing in fome refolute difcourfes of princes and magiftrates, 
that thought they faved the world from the abhomination 
of defolation, when they found-out a bridle, or yoke, for 
princes ; but old Ariftotle was a deepe politician 2 diebus 
illis, and his reafons againft that Ephorie (for Ariftotle con- 
futed the Ephorie with founder arguments then ever it was 
confirmed to this day) would not yet perhaps be altogither 
contemned: That fo great judiciall caufes were committed 
to men, indued with fo little or no vertue; that the poore 
plebians for very penurie were eafely bribed and corrupted ; 
that there enfued an alteration of the ftate, the good kinges 
being fayne to currie favour with their great mafters, and 
to become popular. Whither this would be the end, and 
may be the marke of thofe, or our populars, I offer it to 
their confideration that are moft intereffed in fuch motions 
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of Ephoryes and Senioryes, The world is beholding to brave 
and heroicall myndes, that, like Hercules, would practife 
meanes to pull downe tyrannie, fmal, or great, and reforme 
whole empires and churches, like the three viGtorious em- 
perours furnamed magni, Conftantine, Theodofius, and 
Charles. Thankes were an unfufficient recompenfe for fo 
noble intentions : it muft bea guerdon of value that should 
countervaile their defert that pretend fo fatherly and 
patronly a care of reedifying commonwealthes and churches. 
Some voluntarie counfellours doe well in a ftate; and men 
of extraordinary vocation, fingularly qualified for the pur- 
pofe, are worth their double weight in gold. When other 
fleepe, they watch; when other play, they worke; when 
other feaft, they faft; when other laugh, they figh; whiles 
other are content to be lulled in fecuritie and nufled in 
abufe, they occupie themfelves in devifing pregnant bondes 
of affurance, and exquifite models of reformation; which 
muft prefently be advaunced without further confultation, 
or they have courage, and will ufe it in maintenaunce of fo 
divine abftra¢tes. Melancholie is peremptory in refolution, 
and choler an zger executioner: were it not for thofe two 
invincible arguments, there might {till be order taken with 
other reafons and autorities whatfoever. They do well to 
prefuppofe the beft of their owne defeignes, and to give-out 
cardes of Fortunate [landes, artificially drawen; but as I 
never read, or heard of any people that committed fwordes 
into fuch hands, but bought their experience with loffe, and 
had a hard penyworth of their foft cufhion, fo, in my fimple 
confideration, I cannot conceive how ignoraunce should be- 
come a meeter. ofhcer then knowledge; affection a more 
incorrupt magiftrate then reafon; headlong rashneffe, or 
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wilfull ftubborneffe, a more upright judge then mature de- 
liberation; bafe occupations enact and eftablish better 
orders then liberall fciences, or honorable profeffions ; (any 
traffique, howfoever current or advantageous, hath bene 
judged undecent for a fenatour ;) tagg and ragg adminifter 
all things abfolutely well, with due provifion againft what- 
foever poffible inconveniences, where fo many faults are 
found with perfons of better qualitie, that incomparablie 
have more fkil in the adminiftration of publique affaires, 
more knowledge and experience in caufes, more refpect in 
proceeding, more regard of their credit, more fenfe of daun- 
gerous enormities, or contagious abufes, more care of the 
floorishing and durable estate of the prince, the common- 
wealth, and the Church. Na, I can fee no reafon, according 
to the beft groundes of pollicie that ever I read, but for 
every civill tyranny, or pettie mifdemeanour that can 
poffiblie happen now, the governement ftanding as it doth, 
there muft needes upftart a hundred and a hundred barbar- 
ous tyrannies and huge outrages, were the new platformes, 
actes of Parlament, and the complotters, fuch high com- 
miffioners, as ate defcribed in their owne projects, the floor- 
ishes of unexperienced wittes. When they have nothing 
elfe to alledge, that should make them fuperiour or equall 
to the prefent officers, confcience muft be their text, their 
cloffe, their fanctuarie, their tenure, and their ftrong hold. 
Indeede confcience, grounded upon {cience, is a double 
anchor, that neither deceiveth, nor is deceived; and no 
better rule then a regular or publigue confcience; in divinitie 
ruled by divinitie, in law by law, in art by art, in reafon by 
reafon, in experience by experience. Other irregular or 
private confcience, in publique functions, will fall-out to be 
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but a lawleffe Church, a ship-mans hofe, a jugglers fticke, 
a phantafticall freehold, and a conceited tenure 77 captte, as 
interchaungeable as the moone, and as fallible as the winde. 
How barratous and mutinous at every puffe of fuggeftion, 
lett the world judge. I would there lacked a prefent ex- 
ample, as hoat, as frefh; but hoat loove foone cold, and 
the fittes of youth like the fhowers of Aprill. There goeth 
a prettie Fable of the Moone, that on a time fhe earneftly 
befought her moother to provide her a comely garment, fitt 
and handfome for her boddy: How can that be, fweet 
daughter (quoth the moother) fith your body never keepeth 
at one certaine {tate, but changeth every day in the moneth? 
That private confcience, the fweet daughter of Phanfie, be 
the morall; and the affurance of the common people, where 
there wanteth a curbe, the application. What chameleon 
fo chaungeth his colour as affection? or what polypus fo 
variable as populus, chorus, fluvius ? Do€tour Kelke, when 
he was vicechauncelour in Cambridge, would often tell the 
advocats and proctors in the confiftorie there, that he had 
a knacke of confcience for their knacke of law. Truly the 
man, as he was knowen to be learned and religious, fo 
feemed to carrie a right-honeft and harmeleffe minde, and 
would many times be pleafantly difpofed after his blunt 
Iatner; butiin?very: deede his confcience (be -it {poken 
without appeachment of his good memorie) other-whiles 
proved a knacke, and admitted more inconveniences, (fome 
would have fayd, committed more abfurdities) then became 
the gravitie and reputation of that judicious confiftorie. 
Yet were this new-plotted confiftorie erected according to 
the map of their owne imagination, even upon the topp of 
the prefumed Mount Sion, by the favour of that goodly 
16 
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profpeét I dare undertake, amoneft fo many thoufand min- 
ifters with epifcopall or more then epifcopall autoritie, there 
muft be but a fewe hundred judges, like Dottour Kelke ; 
and a very great dearth of fuch affiftants, or feniours, as 
that floorifhing univerfitie affourdeth. Alas! many thou- 
fands of them unworthie to carrie the beadles ftaffe before 
the one, or their bookes after the other: how meete for 
fupreme, or free jurifdiction, I report me unto you. It is 
notably fayd of Ariftotle, in his politiques, He that would 
have the lawe to rule, would have a God to rule; but he 
that committeth the rule to a man, committeth the rule to 
a beaft. The lawé is a mynde without appetite, a foule 
without a boddy, a judge without flefhe and bloud, a 
ballance without partialitie, a meane without extreames. 
Where confcience is fuch a law, I am for confcience; let us 
profeffe no other law, let us build us confiftories and taber- 
nacles upon that hill of equitie ; let us dwell in thofe Elifian 
fields of integritie; let us honour that incorruptible fcepter 
of finceritie ; let us fet the imperiall crowne upon the head 
of that pollicie, and let that difcipline weare the pontifical 
miter. The world wrongeth itfelfe infinitly, if it runneth 
not to the gaze of that bewtifull Bel-vedere, or refufeth any 
order from that facred oracle. Otherwife, if men be men, 
and that confiftory no quire of angels, or tribunall of faincts, 
but a meeting of neighbours, fome of them rude and erofe 
enough after the homelyeft guife, (for without miraculous 
illumination it muft neceffarily be fo in moft parifhes) now 
I befeech you, hath not confideration fome reafon to feare 
the delphical fword? And the convented partie, that was 
nothing affrayde of the deane or the canons; they, quoth 
he, are good gentlemen, and my favourable frendes, but the 
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chapter is the divell; would, peradventure, go nigh-hand to 
fay afmuch for the new confiftorie as for the old chapter. 
Our minifter is a zealous preacher, and fuch and fuch my 
honeft neighbours ; but God bleffe me from the curft con- 
fiftorie. They that can {kill of popular humours, and know 
the courfe of mechanicall dealinges, or artifan governe- 
ments, or what you pleafe, can hardly hope for any fuch 
Paradife, or All-hallowes in Hoony-lane, as is plaufiblie pour- 
trayed in fome late drawghts of reformation, fweeter in dif- 
courfe then in practife. I will not prophecie of contingents 
in {peculation, but were their complot a matter zz eff, it is 
poffible that even the platformers themfelves fhould have no 
fuch exceeding caufe to joye in their redoubted feniours. 
Some poteftats are queint men, and will by fittes beare a 
braine, maugre the beft reafon, or pureft confcience in 
a confiftorie; and God knoweth how the people would 
digeft it, (efpecially after fome little triall of their inexor- 
able rigour, and other furly dealing) that their neighbour 
Whatchicalt, fometime no wifer then his fellowes, and fuch 
and fuch a free-holder of this and that homely occupation 
(fomewhat bafe for a fenatour), fhould fo jollily perke on 
the bench, amongft the fathers confcript, when fome, that 
have a ftate of inheritance, or maintaine themfelves upon 
civiler trades, muft humbly wait at the barre, and yeeld 
themfelves obedient to the fterne commandements of thofe 
fage benchers. Iwis, the penny is a ftronge argument with 
fuch natures; and-he that carrieth the heavieft purfe, how 
unmeete foever he may feeme for a confiftorie, thinketh 
himfelfe mightily wronged, unleffe he be taken for the beft, 
or one of the beft, in the parifh: and if for his countenaunce, 
or other charitable refpect, he will not fticke fometime to 
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pleafure a good fellow, or a poore neighbour (fome good 
fellowes are killcowes, and fome poore neighbours all-hart), 
he may perhaps get fom hardy partakers and bare himfelfe 
for as mighty a man in the borrowgh, or village, as fome of 
the forefaid redoubted poteftaft. How that would be allowed 
in confiftorie, or how a thoufand fuites, quarrels, uprores, 
and hurliburlyes, might be pacified, yet unprovided-for or 
unthought upon by the compendious fummifts, it would 
be confidered in time, whiles there is leyfure from practife. 
For, after the confiftorie is once up, in fuch fweating harveft 
of moft-bufie bufineffe, a fimple pragmatique may eafely 
prognofticate how fmall a remnant of leyfure will remaine 
for confideration. There was much adooe, and otherwhiles 
little helpe, firft at Jerufalem, with one Synedrion; and 
then at Geneva, with one Seniorie, the two onely exemplary 
Presbiteryes (for other primitive elderfhips wil not fit the 
turne) what a wonderfull fturre would one, and fome 
52,000 confiftories make in England? Were not our Re- 
formation likely to proove a greater fweat, or a mightier 
drowt then any in Graftons, Stowes, or Holinfheds Chroni- 
cle? Martin, under correction of your High Court of Con- 
fcience, give me leave to bethinke me attonce, upon the 
fierworke of your difcipline, and Phaetons regiment in the 
hoat countryes of the Orient. When his brave defeigne 
came to the execution, /olitaque jugum gravitate carebat,— 


a light beginning, a heavie ending. 


Nec feit, qua fit iter ; nec fi fciat, tmperet rls, 
And fo forth; (it is not conceit, or courage, but fkill and 


authoritie, that manageth governement with honour.) What 
was the iffue of that yonkerly and prefumptuous enterprife, 
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but a diluge of fier, as ruthfull and horrible as Deucalions 
diluge of water ? 


Magne pereunt cum menibus Urbes : 
Cumque fuis totas populis incendia gentes 
Ln cinerem vertunt. 


You can beft tranflate it yourfelfe; and I leave the warme 
application to the hoat interpreter, with addition of that 
fhort, but weightie and moft remarkable advertifement, 


Penam, Phaeton, pro munere pofcis ; 


Phaeton, thou defiereft thy ruine for thy advauncement ; 
and Martin, thou affecteft thou knoweft not what: a difci- 
pline? aconfufion: a reformation ? a deformation: a falve? 
a plague: a bliffe? a curfe: acommonwealth? a common- 
wo: a happy and heavenly church? a wretched and hellith 
fynagoge. Amount in imagination as high as the hawtieft 
conceit can afpire, and platforme the moft exquifite de- 
feignes of pure perfeétion that the niceft curiofitie can devife, 
were not the wifeft on your fide, moft fimplie fimple, in 
weying the confequents of fuch antecedents, they would 
never fo inconfideratly labour their owne fhame, the miferie 
of their brethren, the defolation of the miniftery, and the 
deftruction of the Church. Good Martin, be good to the 
Church, to the miniftery, to the ftate, to thy country, to thy 
patrons, to thy frends, to thy brethren, to thifelfe; and, as 
thou looveft thifelfe, take heede of old puritanifme, new 
anabaptifme, and final barbarifme. Thou art young in 
yeares, I fuppofe; but younger in enterprife, I am affured ; 
thy age in fome fort pleadeth thy pardon, and couldeft thou, 
with any reafonable temperance, advife thifelfe in time, as 
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it is high time to affuage thy ftomachous and overlafhing 
outrage, there be fewe wife men of qualitie, but would 
pittie thy rafh proceeding, and impute thy wanton fcurrilous 
veine to want of experience and judgement, which is fel- 
dome ripe in the fpring. I will not ftand to examine the 
fpirite that fpeaketh or endighteth in fuch a phrafe ; but if 
that were the tenour of a godly, or zealous, ftile, methinkes 
fome other fain&t, or godly man, fhould fomeway have ufed 
the like elocution before; unleffe you meant to be as fingular 
in your forme of writing as in your manner of cenfuring, 
and to publifh as grave an innovation in wordes as in other 
matters. Some fpirituall motion it was that caufed you 
fo fenfiblie to applie your rufling fpeach, and whole method, 
to the feeding and tickling of that humour, that is none of 
the greateft ftudentes of divinitie, unleffe it be your divinitie ; 
nor any of the likelyeft creatures to advaunce reformation, 
unleffe it be your reformation. But whatfoever your motion 
were, or howfoever you perfuaded yourfelfe, that a plaufible 
and roifterly courfe would winne the harts of good fellowes, 
and make ruffians become precifians, in hope to mount 
higher then Highgate by the fall of Bifhopfgate, fome of 
your wellwillers hold a certaine charitable opinion, that to 
reforme yourfelfe were your beft reformation. Good difci- 
pline would doe many good, and doe Martin no harme, 
had he leyfure from trayning of other to trayne himfelfe, 
and, as one termed it, to trimme his owne beard. Howbeit, 
in my method knowledge would go before practife, and 
doétrine before difcipline. I challenge fewe, or none, for 
learning, which I rather loove as my frend, or honour as 
my patron, then profeffe as my facultie; but fome approoved 
good fchollars of both univerfities, and fome honorable 
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wife-men of a higher univerfitie take Martin to be none of 
the greateft clarkes in England, and marvell how he fhould 
prefume to be a doctour of difcipline, that hath much adoe 
to fhewe himfelfe a mafter of doctrine. For mine owne 
part, I hope he is a better doétrinift then difciplinift, or elfe, 
I muft needes conclude, pride is a bufie man, and a deeper 
counfellour of ftates then of himfelfe. Publique projectes 
become publique perfons, and may doe well in fome other, 
being well employed ; but private perfons, and the common 
crewes of platformers, might have moft ufe of private de- 
fignements, appropriat to their owne vocation, profeffion, or 
qualitie. When I finde Martin as neat a reformer of his 
owne life, as of other mens actions, it fhal go hard but I 
will, in fom meafure, proportion my commendation to the 
fingularitie of his defert, which I would be glad to crowne 
with a garland of prefent and a diademe of future prayfe ; 
for I long to fee a larke without a creaft, and would travaile 
farre to difcoover a reformer without a fault, or onely with 
fuch a fault as for the rareneffe fhould deferve, or for the 
{ftrangeneffe might challenge, to be chronicled, like the 
eclipfe of the funne. The ftate demonftrative, not over- 
laboured at this inftant, would fayne be employed in blafon- 
ing a creature of fuch perfections, and the very foule of 
charitie thirfteth to drinke of that cleere Agua Vite. It is 
not the firft time that I have preferred a gentleman of 
deedes before a lord of wordes: and what if I once, by way 
of familiar difcourfe, fayd I was a Proteftant in the ante- 
cedent, but a Papift in the confequent, for I liked faith in the 
premiffes, but wifhed works in the conclufion: as S. Paul 
beginneth with juftification, but endeth with fanctification, 
and the fchoolemen reconcile many confutations in one 
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diftinction. We are juftified by faith apprehenfively, by 
workes declaratively, by the bloud of Chrift effectively. I 
hope it is no evill figne for the flower to floorifh, for the 
tree to fructifie, for the fier to warme, for the funne to fhine, 
for truth to embrace vertue, for the intellectuall good to 
practife the morall good, for the caufe to effect. He 
meant honeftly that faid merrily, he tooke S. Auftins and 
S. Gregories by Pauls, to be the good frendes of S. Faithes 
under Paules. What needeth more? If your reformation 
be fuch a reftorative as you pretende, what letteth but the 
world fhould prefently behold a vifible difference betweene 
the fruites of the pure and the corrupt diet? Why ceafeth 
the heavenly difcipline to penne her owne apologie, not in 
one or two fcribbled pamflets of counterfait complements, 
but in a thoufand living volumes of heavenly vertues? Di- 
vine caufes were ever wont to fortifie themfelves, and weaken 
their adverfaries with divine effectes as confpicuous as the 
brighteft funne-fhine. The Apoftles and primitive founders 
of Churches were no railers or fcoffers, but painfull travail- 
lers, but zelous preachers, but holly livers, but fayre-{fpoken, 
mild, and looving men, even like Mofes, like David, like 
the fonne of David; the three gentleft perfons that ever 
walked upon earth. Wherefoever they became it ap- 
peared by the whole manner of their meeke and fweet pro- 
ceeding, that they had bene the fervants of a meeke lord, 
and the difciples of a fweet mafter: in fomuch, that many 
nations, which knew not God, interteined them as the 
ambaffadours, or oratours of fome God; and were mightily 
perfuaded to conceive a divine opinion of him, whom they 
fo divinely preached, and even to beleeve that he could be 
no leffe then the fonne of the great God. Their miracles 
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got the harts of numbers; but their fermons and orations 
were greater wonders then their miracles, and woon more 
ravifhed foules to heaven. Their doctrine was full of 
power; their difcipline full of charitie; their eloquence 
celeftiall; their zeale invincible ; their life inviolable; their 
converfation looving ; their profeffion humilitie; their prac- 
tife humilitie ; their conqueft humilitie. Read the fweet 
ecclefiafticall hyftories, replenished with many cordiall nar- 
rations of their foverain vertues; and perufe the moft 
rigorous cenfures of their profeffed enemies, Plinie, Sueto- 
nius, Tacitus, Antoninus, Symachus, Lucian, Libanius, 
Philoftratus, Eunapius, or any like Latinift or Grecian (I 
except not Porphyrie, Hierocles, or Julian himfelfe), and 
what Chriftian, or heathen judgment, with any indifferencie 
can denie but they alwayes demeaned themfelves like well- 
affetted, faire-conditioned, innocent, and kinde perfons ; 
many wayes gratious, and fome wayes admirable? Peace 
was their warre ; unitie their multiplication ; good wordes, 
and good deedes, their edifying inftruments; a generall 
humanitie toward all, wherefoever they travailed, and a 
fpeciall beneficence toward every one with whom they con- 
verfed, one of their foverrain meanes for the propagation of 
Chriftianitie. They knew his mercifull and Godfull meaning, 
that in an infinite and incomprehenfible loove defcended 
from heaven to fave all upon earth; and remembred how 
sratioufly his divine felfe voutfaved to converfe with publi- 
cans and other finners; what a fweet and peerleffe example 
of humbleft humilitie he gave his difciples, when with his 
owne immaculate handes he wafhed their feete ; how appli- 
ably he framed himfelfe to the proper difpofition of every 
nation, in drawing unto him the Magicians of the Eaft, with 
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the wondrous fight of a new ftarre; in mooving the Jewes 
with miracles and parables, in fhowing himfelfe a prophet, 
and the very Meffias to the Samaritans; in fending elo- 
quent Paule to the eloquent Grecians ; zealous Peter to the 
devout Hebrues and vertuous Romans; his brother Andrew 
to the ftout Scythions ; incredulous Thomas to the infidell 
Parthians, and fo forth: what a looving and precious deare 
Teftament he left behinde him, and with how unfpeakable 
favour he bequeathed and difpofed the rich hereditaments, 
and ineftimable gooddes of his kingdome; how neerly it 
concerned the members of one boddy, without the leaft in- 
teftine difagreement or faction, to tender and cherish one 
another with mutuall indulgence; how frutefully the mili- 
tant Church had already encreafed by concord, like a plant 
of the triumphant Church, whofe bliffefull confort incom- 
parably paffeth the fweeteft harmonie. The effect of fuch 
divine motions was heavenly; and whiles that celeftiall 
courfe continued, with an inviolable confent of united mindes, 
even in fome diffenfion of opinions (for there was ever fome 
difference in opinions) the Gofpell reigned, and the Church 
floorifhed miraculoufly. It would make the hart of pietie 
to weepe, for joyfull compaffion, to remember how the bloud 
of thofe, and thofe moft patient, but more glorious martyrs, 
that might be flaine but not vanquifhed, was the feede of 
the Church. The Church, that grew victorious and mightie 
by the beheading of Paule and James; by the crucifying of 
Peter, Andrew, Philip, and Simon; by the ftoning of Ste- 
phen; by the burning of Marke and Barnabas; by the 
flaying of Bartholomew; by the murdering of Thomas with 
a dart, of Mathew with a fword, of Matthias with an axe, 
of James Alpheus with a club; of how many renowned 
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martyrs, with how many cruell and tyrannicall torments, 
immortall monuments of their invincible faith and moft 
honorable conftancie. When afperitie and difcorde, de- 
generating from that primitive order, tooke an other courfe, 
and began to proceede, more like furies of hell then faincts 
of the Church, or honeft neighbours of the world, alas! what 
followed ? And unleffe we retire to our principles, although 
mifchief upon mifchief be bad enough, yet ruine upon ruine 
will be worfe. It is not a ruffianly ftile, or a tumultuous 
plot, that will amend the matter; fome apoftolicall vertues 
would doe well, and that fame evangelicall humilitie were 
much-worth. Inthe meane feafon, fuerly reverend bifhops 
and learned doctours, albeit corruptible men, fhould be 
meeter to adminifter or governe churches then luftie cutters, 
or infufficient plotters, albeit reformed creatures. Sweet 
Martin, afwell junior as fenior, (for juniours and feniours are 
all one, as old Mafter Raye fayd in his maioraltie,) and you 
fweet whirlewindes, that fo fiercely befturr you at this in- 
ftant, now, agayne and agayne I befeech you, either be 
content to take a fweeter courfe, or take all for me. My 
intereft in thefe caufes is fmall, and howfoever fome bufie 
heades loove to fet themfelves aworke, yet by their favours 
there is a certaine thing that paffeth all underftanding, which 
I commend univerfally unto all, efpecially unto my frends, 
and fingularly unto mifelfe: Mzlla falus bello: pacem te 
pofcimus omnes. No law to the Feciall Law, nor any con- 
queft to pacification. Would Chrift, reformation could be 
entreated to begin at itfelfe; and difcipline would be fo 
good as to fhew by example of her owne houfe, where 
fhe inhabiteth and conforteth, what a precious and heavenly 
thing it were for a whole kingdome to live in fuch a celeftiall 
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harmony of pure vertues and all perfections! Theoricks 
and idees are quickly imagined in an afpiring phantafie ; 
but an inviolable practife of a divine excellencie in humané 
frailtie, without exceffe, defect or abufe, doubtleffe were a 
chriftall worth the feeing, and a glorious mirrour of eternall 
imitation. When contemplation hath a little more experi- 
ence, it fhall finde that a¢tion is fcantly fo fmooth and 
nimble a creature as fpeculation ; two notable prefidents 
a concreto, more rare then twentie fingular types 27 abfiracto: 
they that fhoote beyonde the marke in imagination, come 
short in tryall: good intentions were never too-rife, and the 
beft intentions have gone aftray. All men are not of one 
mould, there is as great difference of minifters and aldermen 
as of other perfons: even where the fpirite is ftrong, the 
flefhe is fometime founde weake enough; and the world is 
a world of temptations, murmurings, offences, quarrels, 
trefpaffes, crimes, and continuall troubles in one fort or 
other. 

If the precifeft and moft fcrupulous treatifes have much 
adooe to uphold the credit of any perfe€tion, or eftimation 
with their owne affociats (how many heads, fo many plottes) 
what may reafon conceive of the affurance or maturitie of 
their judiciall, or other morall proceedings zz effe? When 
his and his fcripture, after fome prettie paufing, is become 
apocryphall with his and his owne adherents, whofe writing 
was fcripture with many of them, how can any of them 
afcertaine or refolve themfelves of the canonicall incorrup- 
tion, or autenticall omnifufficiencie of his, or his actual 
governement ? When even he, that within thefe fewe yeares 
was alledged for text, hath fo emprooved his autoritie with. 
a number of his ferventeft brethren, that he will now be 
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fcantly allowed for a current gloffe, why should defeated 
affection any longer delude itfelfe with a prejudicate and 
vayne imagination of an Alchimifticall difcipline, not fo 
{weet in conceit as fower in proofe; and as defective in 
needfull prefumption, as exceffive in unneedfull prefump- 
tion? If fecond cogitations be riper and founder then 
the firft, may not third or fourth confultations take more 
and more advifement ? If Bishops-gate be infected, is it 
unpoffible for Alders-gate to be attainted? and if neither 
can be long cleere in an univerfall plague of corruption, 
what reafon hath zeale to fly from Gods bleffing into a 
warme funne ? What a wifedome were it to chaunge for the 
worfe? or what a notorious follie were it to innovate with- 
out infallible affurance of the better ? What politique ftate, 
or confiderate people, ever laboured any alteration, civill 
or ecclefiafticall, without pregnant evidence of fome fingular 
or notable good, as certaine in confequence, as important 
in eftimation ? To be short, (for I have already bene over- 
long, and shall hardly qualifie thofe headdie younkers with 
any difcourse) had Martin his luft, or Penry his wish, or 
Udal his mynde, or Browne his will, or Ket his phanfie, or 
Barrow his pleafure, or Greenwood his harts-defire, or the 
feefheft practitioners their longing, (even to be judges of 
the confiftorie, or fathers confcript of the fenate, or Domine 
fac totum, or themfelves wott not what) there might fall- 
out five hundred practicable cafes, and a thoufand difputable 
queftions in a yeare (the world muft be reframed anew, or 
fuch points decided) wherewith they never difquieted their 
braynes, and wherein the learnedeft of them could not fay 
AA to the arches, or B to a battledore. If the graver mo- 
tioners of difcipline (who, no doubt, are learneder men, and 
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might be wifer, but M. Travers, M. Cartwright, Doétour 
Chapman, and all the grayer heads begin to be ftale with 
thefe noovellifts) have bethought themfelves upon all cafes, 
and cautels in practife, of whatfoever nature, and have 
thorowly provided againft all poffible mifchieffs, inconveni- 
ences, and irregularities, afwell future as prefent, I am glad 
they come fo well prepared: fuerly fome of the earnefteft 
and egreft follicitours are not yet fo furnifhed. Wordes are 
good fellowes and merry men; but in my poore opinion it 
were not amiffe for fome fweating and fierce dooers at this 
inftant, that would downe with Clement and up with Hilde- 
brand, either to know more at home, or to fturr leffe abroad. 
It is no trifling matter in a monarchie to hoife-up a new 
autoritie, like that of the Jewifh Confiftorie above kinges, or 
that of the Lacedemonian Ephorie above tyrants, or that of 
the Romane Senate above emperours. Howbeit, if there be 
no remedie, but M. Fier muft be the paftour, M. Aier the 
doctour, goodman Water the deacon, and goodman Earth 
the aldermen of the Church, let the young calfe and the 
old affe draw cuttes, whither of their heads fhall weare the 
garland. And thus much in generalitie touching Martin- 
izing ; being urged to defend it if I durft, but for feare of 
indignation I durft not. The feverall particularities and 
more gingerly nicityes of rites, fignes, termes, and what not, 
I referre to the difcuffion of profeffed devines, or referve for 
more leyfure and fitter occafion. 


As for that new-created fpirite, whom double V, like an 
other do¢tour Fauftus, threateneth to conjure up at leyfure 
(for I muft returne to the terrible creature that fubferibeth 
himfelfe Martins double V, and will needes alfo be my tittle- 
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tittle) were that {pirite difpofed to appeare in his former 
likeneffe, and to put the necromancer to his purgation, he 
could peradventure make the conjuring wizard forfake the 
center of his circle, and betake him to the circumference of 
his heeles. Simple creature! iwis thou art too-young an 
artift Zo conjure him up that can exorcife thee downe ; or to 
lamback him with ten yeares preparation, that can lamfkin 
thee with a dayes warning. Out upon thee for a cowardly 
lambacker, that ftealeft-in at the backe doore, and thinkeft 
to filch advantage on the back-wing! knaves are back- 
biters, whores bellybiters, and both fheepebiters. Pedo- 
mancie fitter for fuch conjurers, then either chiromancie, 
necromancie, or any familiar f{pirite, but contempt. It is 
fome-boddyes fortune to be haunted with backfrendes ; and 
I could report a ftraunge dialogue betwixt the clarke of 
Backchurch, and the chaunter of Pancridge, that would 
make the better vifard of the two to blufh: but I favour 
modefte eares, and a thoufand honeft tongues will juftifie 
it to thy face. Thou art as it were a grofe idiot, and a very 
Affe in prefenti, to imagine that thou couldeft go fcotfree in 
this fawcy reckoning, although the partie conjured fhould 
fay nothing but Mum. Honeftie goeth never unbacked, 
and truth is a fufficient patron to itfelfe; and I know one, 
that hath written a pamflet, intituled Cock-Alilly, or Lhe 
white fon of the Black Art. But he that can maffacre 
Martins wit (thou remembreft thine owne phrafe) can rott 
Pat-hatchets braine; and he that can tckle Mar-prelate 
with taunts, can twitch double V. to the quicke, albeit he 
threaten no leffe then the fiege of Troye in his note-booke, 
and his penne refounde like the harneffed woombe of the 
Trojan horfe. I have feene a broad fword ftand at the 
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doore, when a poinardo hath entered ; and although I am 
neither Ulyffes nor Outis, yet perhaps I can tell, how no- 
boddy may doe that fome boddy cannot doe. Polyphemus 
was a mightie fellow, and conjured Ulyffes companions 
into excrements (fewe giants ever fo hideous as Polyphe- 
mus) but poore Outis was even with him, and no-boddy 
conjured his goggle eye as well. I prey thee, fweet Pap, 
infult not over much upon quiet men: though my penne 
be no-boddy at a hatchet, and my tongue leffe then no- 
boddy at a beetle, yet patience looveth not to be made a 
cart of Croiden ; and no fuch libbard for a lively ape as 
fordead filence. The merry gentleman devifeth to difport 
himfelfe, and his copefmates, with a pleafurable conceit of 
quaking eares; and all my workes, at leaft fix fheetes tn 
guarto, called by mtfelfe, the firft tome of my familiar 
Lpifile|s| : two impudent lyes, and fo knowen notorioufly ! 
He might as truly forge any lewd, or villanous report of 
any man in England; and for his labour challenge to be 
preferred to the clarkfhip of the Whetftone, which he is 
hable to maintaine fumptuoufly with a mint of queint and 
uncouth fimiles, daintie monfters of nature. I muft deale 
plainly with the fpawne of ranke calumnie: his knavifh 
and foolifh malice palpably bewrayeth it felf in moft odious 
fictions, meet to garnifh the forefayd famous office of the 
Whetftone. But what fayth his owne couragious penne of 
his owne adventurous eares? Jf ripping up of lives make 
Sport, have with thee knuckle deepe: it fhal never be fayd that 
Lf dare not venter myne cares, where Martin hazards his 
necke. Some men are not fo prodigall of their eares, how 
lavifh foever Martin may feeme of his necke; and albeit 
every man cannot compile fuch graund volumes as Euphues, 
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or reare fuch mightie tomes as Pap-hatchet ; yet he might 
have thought other poore men have tongues and pennes to 
fpeake fomething, when they are provoked unreafonably. 
But loofers may have their wordes, and comedians their 
actes : fuch drie bobbers can luftely ftrike at other, and 
cunningly rapp themfelves. He hath not played the vice- 
mafter of Poules, and the foolemafter of the theater for 
naughtes: himfelfe a mad lad as ever twangd, never trou- 
bled with any fubftance of witt, or circumftance of honettie, 
fometime the fiddle-fticke of Oxford, now the very bable of 
London, would fayne forfooth have fome other efteemed, 
as all men value him. A workeman is eafely defcried by 
his termes : every man fpeaketh according to his art: Iam 
threatened with a bable, and Martin menaced with a come- 
‘die; a fit motion for a jefter, and a player, to try what 
may be done by employment of his facultie: bables and 
comedies are parlous fellowes to decipher, and difcourage 
men (that is the point) with their wittie flowtes and learned 
jerkes, enough to lafh any man out of countenance. Na, 
if you fhake the painted feabbard at me, I have done; and 
all you that tender the prefervation of your good names, 
were beft to pleafe Pap-hatchet, and fee Euphues betimes, 
for feare leffe he be mooved, or fome one of his apes hired, 
to make a playe of you; and then is your credit quite un- 
done for ever and ever: fuch is the publique reputation of 
their playes. He muft needes be difcouraged, whom they 
decipher. Better anger an hundred other, then two fuch, 
that have the {tage at commaundement, and can furnifh 
out vices and divels at their pleafure. Gentlemen, beware 
of a chafing penne, that fweateth out whole realmes of paper, 
and whole theaters of jeftes: tis aventure, if he dye not of 
18 
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the paper-fweat, fhould he chaunce to be never fo litle 
overchafed ; for the jeft-dropfie is not fo peremptorie. 
But no point of cunning to the Zale of the Tubb: that is 
the profounde myfterie, and the very fecret of fecrets. The 
fweet fifters anfwer, that in her confcience thought lecherie the 
Superficies of finne, (a rare word with women, but by her aun- 
fwer fhe fhould feeme to be learned): the true tale of one of 
Martins godly fonnes, that having the companie of one of his 
jifiers in the open freldes, faid he would not fmoother up 
jfinne, and deale in hugger-mugger againft his confctence: 
(the hiftoriographer hath many privie intelligences): the 
fober tale of the edde/t Elder, that received Jortie Angels at 
his Table, where he fat with no leffe then fortie good difhes of 
the greateft dainties, in more pompe then a Pope: (he was 
not of the ftarved Pythagorean or Platonicall diet, but 
liberall exhibition may maintaine good hofpitalitie): the 
zelous Loove-letter, or Corinthian Epiftle to the widow, as 
honeft a woman as ever burnt malt: (the wooer, or the re- 
gifter of Aretines religion): the holte othe of the Martini/ft, 
that thinking to fweare by his confcience, fore by his con- 
cupifcence: (did not he forget himfelfe, that exprefly 
affirmed, Martin will not fweare,; but with Indeede, In 
footh, and In truth, hele cogg the dye of deceit?) thefe, and 
the reft of thofe bawdie inventions, wherewith that brothel- 
lifh pamflet floweth, {mell fomewhat ftrongly of the pumpe, 
and thewe the credibilitie of the autor, that dareth alledge 
any impudent, prophane, or blafphemous fiction to ferve 
his turne. So he may foone make-up the autenticall 
legendary of his Hundred merrie Tales ; as true, peradven- 
ture, as Lucians true narrations; or the heroicall hiftoryes 
of Rabelais; or the brave Legendes of errant knights ; or 
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the egregious prankes of Howleglaffe, Frier Ruth, Frier 
Tuck, and fuch like; or the renowned Bugiale of Poggius, 
Racellus, Lufcus, Cincius, and that whole Italian crew of 
merry Secretaryes in the time of Pope Martin the fift ; of 
whom our worfhipfull Clarkes of the Whetftone, Doétour 
Clare, Do&tour Bourne, M. Scoggin, M. Skelton, M. Wake- 
field, divers late hiftoriologers, and haply this new tale- 
founder himfelfe, learned their moft wonder-full facultie. 
Committing of matrimonie; caroufing the fapp of the 
Church; cutting at the bumme carde of confcience ; befmear- 
ing of confcience ; fpelling of Our Father in a horne booke ; 
the railing religion; and a whole finke of fuch arrant 
phrafes, favour whotly of the fame Lucianicall breath, and 
difcover the minion Secretarie aloofe. Faith! quoth him- 
felfe, thou wilt be caught by thy ftile : indeede what more 
eafie then to finde the man by his humour, the Midas by 
his eares, the calfe by his tongue, the goofe by his quill, the 
play-maker by his ftile, the hatchet by the pap? Albertus 
fecrets, Poggius fables, Bebelius jeftes, Scoggins tales, 
Wakefields lyes, Parfon Darcyes knaveries, Tarletons 
trickes, Eldertons ballats, Greenes pamflets, Euphues fimiles, 
double Vs phrafes, are too well knowen to go unknowen. 
Where the Veine of Braggadocio is famous, the arterie of 
Pappadocio cannot be obfcure. Gentlemen, I have given 
you a taft of his fugerloafe, that weeneth Sidneyes daintyes, 
Afchams confites, Cheekes fuccats, Smithes conferves, and 
Mores junkets, nothing comparable to his pap. Some of 
you dreamed of electuaryes of gemmes, and other precious 
reftoratives ; of the quinteffence of amber, and pearle dif- 
folved, of I wott not what incredible delicacies; but his 
gemmemint 1s not alwayes current ; and as bufie men, fo 
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painted boxes, and gallipots muft have a vacation. Yet 
wellfare the fweet hart of Dia-pap, Dia-fig, and Dia-nut, 
three foveraine defenfatives of the commonwealth, and 
three cordiall comfortatives of the Church. It is a good 
hearing, when good fellowes have a care of the common- 
wealth and the Church; and a godly motion, when inter- 
luders leave penning their pleafurable playes to become 
zealous ecclefiafticall writers. Lona fide, fome have written 
notablie againft Martinifme (it were a bufie tafke for the 
credibleft Precifian to empeach the credit of Doétour Ban- 
croft, or Doctour Sutcliff) ; but this Mamma-day hath ex- 
cellently knocked himfelfe on the fconfe with his owne 
hatchet. I will caft away no more inke upon a compounde 
of fimples. The pap is like the hatchet ; the fig like the 
nut; the country-cuff like the hangmans apron; the dog 
like the dog ; John Anoke and John Aftile like the baily 
of Withernam ; the figne of the crabtre cudgell like twack- 
coate lane; Martins hanging like Pappadocios mowing ; 
Huff, Ruff, and Snuffe, the three tame ruffians of the 
Church, like double V: never a layevin the part iaerter 
herring : the beginning, the midft, and the end, all in one 
pickle. Some rofes amongft prickes doe well; and fome 
lillyes amongft thornes would have done no harme; but 
envie hath no fanfie to the rofe of the garden, and what 
careth malice for the lilly of the valley? Would fayre 
names were fpelles and charmes againft fowle affections ! 
and in fome refpettes I could wifh that divinitie would give 
humanitie leave to conclude otherwife then I muft. I could 
in curtefie be content, and in hope of reconciliation defirous, 
to mitigate the harfheft fentences, and mollifie the hardeft 
termes. But can truth lye, or difcretion approove follie, or 
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judgement allowe vanitie, or modeftie abide impudencie, or 
good manners footh bad fpeaches? He that penned the 
aboove-mentioned Cock-alilly faw reafon to difplay the 
Black Artift in his collier coolours; and thought it moft 
unreafonable to fuffer fuch light and emptie veffels to make 
fuch a lowde and prowde rumbling in the ayre. Other had 
rather heare the learned nightingale then the unlearned 
parrat, or taft the wing of a larke then the legge of a 
raven. The fineft wittes preferre the loofeft period in M. 
Afcham, or Sir Philip Sidney, before the trickfieft page in 
Euphues, or Pap-hatchet. The Mufes fhame to remember 
fome frefhe quaffers of Helicon, and, which of the Graces 
or Vertues blufheth not to name fome luftie tofpots of rhe- 
torique? The ftately tragedie fcorneth the trifling come- 
die; and the trifling comedie flowteth the new ruffianifme. 
Wantonneffe was never fuch a fwill-bowle of ribaldry, nor 
idleneffe ever fuch a carowfer of knaverie. What honeft 
mynde, or civill difpofition, is not accloied with thefe 
noifome and nafty gargarifmes ? Where is the polifhed and 
refined eloquence that was wont to bedeck and embellifh 
humanity ? Why fhould learning be a niggard of his ex- 
cellent gifts, when impudencie is fo prodigall of his rafcall 
trifh-trafh ? What daintie, or neat judgement beginneth 
not to hate his old loove, and loath his auncient delight, 
the preffe, the moft honorable preffe, the moft villanous 
preffe? Who {mileth not at thofe and thofe trim-trammes 
of gawdie wittes ? how floorifhing wittes, how fading witts! 
Who laugheth not at lle, /le, Ile; or gibeth not at fome 
hundred pibalde fooleryes, in that harebraind declamation ? 
They whom it neerelyeft pincheth, cannot filence their juft 
difdaine ; and I am forcibly urged to intimate my whole 


142 Prerces Supererogation. 


ye) 


cenfure, though without hatred to the perfon, or derogation 
from any his commendable gift, yet not without fpeciall 
diflike of the bad matter, and generall condemnation of the 
vile forme. The whole work a bald toy, full of ftale and 
woodden jeftes; and one of the moft paltry thinges that 
ever was publifhed by graduate of either univerfitie ; good 
for nothing but to ftop muftard pottes, or rub gridirons, or 
feather rattes neaftes, or fuch like homely ufe. For fta- 
tioners are already too full of fuch realmes and common- 
wealthes of waft paper; and finde more gaine in the lilly- 
pot blanke, then in the lillypot Euphued: a day or two 
fine for fheetes, and afterward good for grocers: Vanitas 
vanitatum, the fome of grudge, the froth of levitie, the 
fcum of corruption, and the very fcurfe of rafcallitie: no- 
thing worthy a fchollar, or a civill gentleman : altogether 
phantafticall and fonde, without ryme or reafon ; fo odly 
hudled and bungled togither, in fo madbraine fort, and 
with fo braineficke ftuffe, that in an overflowe of fo many 
frivolous and ridiculous pamflets, I fcarfely know any one 
in all points fo incomparably vayne and abfurde, whereunto 
I may refemble that moft toyifhe and piperly trifle, the 
fruite of an addle and lewd wit, long fince dedicated to a 
diffolute and defperate licentioufneffe. Oh, what a magut- 
fico would he be, were his purfe as heavie as his head is 
light, and his hart franke! Even that fame very Mirrour of 
Madneffe hangeth togither with fome more coherence of 
reafon; and fmelleth not fo rankly of the taverne, the ale- 
houfe, the ftewes, the cucking-ftoole, or other fuch honeft 
places, as that drunken and fhameleffe declamation ; un- 
befeeming any but an oratour of Bedlam, a rhetorician of 
Bridewell, or difcourfer of Prime-rofe Hill. And although 
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that fame French Mirrour be er professo devifed in a 
mad garifh veyne, and ftuffed with geere homely enough, 
fit for a libertine and frantique theame, yet doth it 
not fo bafely borrow of the ruffians bagge, the tapfters 
{fpigot, the pedlars pack, the tinkars bugget, the knaves 
truffe, and the roges fardle; unto all which, and other 
autors of like reputation, but chiefly to the hangmans 
apron, (that, that is the biggin of his wit,) this worthy 
autour is deeply beholding for great part of his fine 
conceits and dainty learning; precious ware for Euphued 
creatures and phantafticall colts, whofe wild and mad-braine 
humour nothing fitteth fo juft as the ftaleft dudgen, or ab- 
furdeft balductum, that they or their mates can invent, in 
odd and awke fpeaches, difguifedly fhapen after the antick 
fafhion, and monftroufly fhorne, like old Captaine Lifters 
{fpannel. They that affect fuch ruffianifh braveryes, and 
devide their roifterdoiftring jeftes into cuttes, flafhes and 
foines, may beftow the reading ; for any other, of whatfo- 
ever qualitie, or calling, it will do them as much good as 
dirt in their fhooes, or draffe in their bellyes: and, in good 
footh, there is all the ufe, civill or ecclefiafticall, that I can 
finde of this babees papp; whom for his fweet interteine- 
ment with papp, figg, and nutt, I officioufly recommende to 
the Ship of Fooles, and the Galeaffe of Knaves. When he 
ufeth himfelfe with more modeftie, and his friendes with 
more difcretion, I may alter my ftile; (let him chaunge, 
and I am chaunged ;) or if already he be afhamed of that 
conjuring leafe, foifted-in like a bum-carde, I have fayd no- 
thing. ‘ill he difclaimeth his injurie in print, or confeffeth 
his overfight in writing, or fignifieth his penitence in fpeach, 
the abufed partie, that had reafon to fet-downe the premiffes 
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without favour, hath caufe to juftifie his owne hand without 
feare ; and is as well in equitie to avowe truth, as in charitie 
to difavowe malice. At Trinitie Hall, this fift of Novem- 
ber, 1589. 
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So then of Pappadocio, whom nevertheleffe I efteeme a 
hundred times learneder, and a thoufand times honefter 
then this other Braggadocio, that hath more learning then 
honeftie, and more money then learning, although he truly 
intitle himfelfe Pierce Penniles, and be elfewhere ftiled 
the Gentleman ‘Raggamuffin. Nafh, the ape of Greene, 
Greene the ape of Euphues, Euphues the ape of Envie, the 
three famous mammets of the preffe, and my three notori- 
ous feudifts, drawe all in a yoke: but fome fchollars excell 
their mafters; and fome luftie bloud will do more at a 
deadly pull, then two or three of his yoke fellowes. It muft 
so hard, but he wil emproove himfelfe the incomparable 
darling of immortall Vanitie. Howbeit, his frendes could 
have wished he had not fhowen himfelfe to the world fuch 
a ridiculous /uffenus, or /hakerly to himfelfe, by advauncing 
the triumphall garland upon his owne head, before the leaft 
fkermifh for the victorie ; which if he ever obtaine by any 
valiancie or bravure, (as he weeneth himfelfe, the vali- 
anteft and braveft a¢tour that ever managed penne) I am 
his bondman in fetters, and refufe not the humbleft vaffalage 
to the fole of his boote. Much may be done by clofe con- 
fedracie in all forts of coofenage and legierdemane: J/on- 
fieur Pontalats in French, or Meffer Unico in Italian, never 
devifed fuch a nipping comedie as might be made in Eng- 
lith, of fome leagers in the queint practiques of the crof- 
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biting art: but I have feene many bearwardes and butchers 
in my time, and have heard of the one what belongeth to 
apes ; and have learned of the other not to be affrayde of 
a doofen horned beaftes; albeit fome one of them fhould 
feeme as dreadfull as the furious dun cowe of Dunfmore 
Heath, the terribleft foman of Sir Guy. AEfops Oxe, though 
he be a fuer ploughman, is but a flowe workeman ; and 
Greenes Ape, though he be a nimble juggler, is no fuer 
executioner. Yet well-worth the mafter-ape and captaine- 
mammiet, that had a hatchet aswell as Papp; a country 
cuffe, afwell as a figge; a crabtree cudgell, afwell as a nutt ; 
fomething of a mans-face with more of an apes-face. Had 
his pen bene muzled at the firft, as his mouth hath bene 
bunged fince, thefe frefh Euphuiftes would never have ad- 
ventured upon the whip, or the bobb ; but filence is a flave 
in a chaine, and patience the common pack-horfe of the 
world. Even this brat of an Apefclogge, that can but 
mowgh with his mouth, gnath with his teeth, quaver with 
his ten bones, and brandish his goofe-quill, prefuming of my 
former fufferance, layeth about him with the faid quill, as 
if it were poffeffed with the fprite of Orlando Furtofo, or 
would teach the clubb of Gargantua to fpeake Englifh. For 
the flaile of Ajax diftrawght, or the clubb of Hercules en- 
raged, were but hedge-ftakes of the old world, and unworth 
the naming in an age of puiffance emprooved horriblie, 
The neweft legendes of moft hideous exploits may learne 
a new art to kill-cow men with peremptorie termes, and 
bugges-wordes of certaine death. Pore I muft needes be 
plagued ; plagued? na, brayed and fquifed to nothing, that 
am matched with fuch a Gargantuift, as can devoure me 
quick in a fallat; and thundreth more direfull threatnings 
19 
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againft me, that onely touched him, then huge Polyphe- 
mus rored againft Ulyffes, that blinded him; or banning 
Virgill reared again{ft Arius, that fpoiled him. » Genus irri- 
tabile vatum. The generation of raving poets is a fwarme 
of gad-bees ; and the anger of a moodie rimefter the furie 
of a wafpe. A mad tiger, not like a mad wafpe; and a 
chafed wildbore, not comparable to a chafed gad-bee. Take 
heede of the man whom nature hath marked with a gag- 
tooth, art furnifheth with a gag-tongue, and exercife 
armed with a gag-penne; as cruell and murdrous weapons 
as ever drewe bloud. The beft is, who hath time hath life. 
He meaneth not to come upon me with a cowardly ftrata- 
geme of Scarborough warning ; he ufeth a certaine gallant 
homericall figure, called Hy/zeron-proteron, or the cart before 
the horfe; and with a refolution menaceth the effect, before 
the caufes be begotten. When the iron cart is made, and 
the fierie horfes foled, they shall bring the mightie battring- 
ram of termes, and the great ordinance of miracles, to towne: 
afke not, then, how he will plague me. In the meane feafon, 
it is a woonder to fee how courageoufly he taketh-on with 
his hoftiffes needles, and his botchers bodkins. Indeede, a 
good fouldiour will make a shrewd shift with any weapons ; 
but it is a marvelous hart that threatneth ruine, ruine, ruine ! 
with the dint of a bodkin and the blade of an awle. Where 
fuch an other Rodomont, fo furious, fo valorous, fo redout- 
able? There is a peece of a good old fong, peradventure as 
auncient as the noble Legende of Syr Bevis, or Sir Launce- 
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And he will not dye, kill him with a flye. 
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He that made that ryme in jeft, little confidered what a 
gad-fly may doe in earneft. It is {mall wifedome to con- 
temne the {maileft enemy; the gad-fly is a little creature, 
but fome little creatures be ftingers ; never fauchon better 
managed then fome tidy penneknifes ; and what will he do 
when he rufheth upon me with the tempeftuous engins of his 
owne wit, that keepeth fuch a horrible coile with his fchoole- 
fellowes poinado? An ape is never to feeke of a good face 
to fet upon the matter. Bleffed Euphues, thou onely happy, 
that haft a traine of fuch good countenances in thy floorith- 
ing greene-motley livery! miferable I, the unhappieft on 
earth, that am left defolate! Ah! but that might be endured; 
every man is not borne to be the leader of a bande; every 
birde carrieth not Argus eyes difplayed in her taile; fame 
is not every boddies faincét. To be forfaken is no great 
matter; to be utterly undone is miferable. That, and the 
unmercifulleft perfecution that may be invented is cruelly 
proclaimed againft quiet him that was once thronged and 
peftred with followers ; but when he began to give over that 
greene haunt, and betooke himfelfe to a riper profeffion, 
Diomedes companions were changed into birdes. Times 
alter; and as fortune hath more fectaries then vertue, fo 
pleafure hath more adherents then profit: I had no fooner 
fhaken of my young troupe, whom I could not affociate as 
before, but they were feftinatly reinterteined by fome nimble 
wightes, that could take the advantage of opportunitie (with 
good vifages you may be fuer), and had purpofely lyne in 
waite to climbe in print by the fall of their feniours; like 
ambitious planets, that enhaunfe their owne dignities by 
the combuftion, or retrogradation, of their fellow-planettes. 
Much good may that advauncement doe them, and many 
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daintie webbs may I fee of thofe fine fpiders! But although 
I dote upon curious workemanfhip, yet I loove not artificiall 
poyfon ; and am almoft angrie with the trimmeft fpinners, 
when they extort venom out of flowers, and will needes de- 
file their friends libraries with thofe encroching cobwebbs. 
Iwis, it were purer Euphuifme to winne hooney out of the 
thiftle, to fweeten alée with fugar, to perfume the ftinking 
agapenum with mufke, and to mitigate the heat of eufor- 
bium with the juice of the lilly. Tufh! you are a filly 
humanitian of the old world ; that was the fimplicitie of the 
age that loved frendfhip more then gold, and efteemed 
every thing fine that was neat and holefom: all was pure 
that was feafoned with a little falt, and all trimme that 
was befprinkled with a fewe flowers: now the fierceft gun- 
pouder, and the rankeft pikefawce, are the braveft figures of 
rhetorique zz effe, and he the onely man at the fcriveners 
piftoll, that will /o ixceffantlie haunt the civilian and devine, 
that, to avoide the hoat chafe of his fierte quill, they fhalbe 
conftrained to enfconfe themfelves in an old urinall cafe. Give 
me fuch a Bonifactus. Now well-worth fome termes of 
aqua fortis at a pinch! and wellcome urinall cafe, a fit fconfe 
for fuch valiant termes, and a meete bulwarke againft that 
fierie quill! I have already felt his pulfe, and cannot well 
caft his water without an urinall, either old or new; but an 
old urinall will not fo handfomly ferve the turne: it would 
be as new as the capcafe of Straunge Newes; but @ pure 
mirrour of an impure ftate ; xezther grofe, the clearer to re- 
prefent a grofe fubftance; zor green, the livelyer to expreffe 
fome greene colours, and other wanton accidents ; or any- 
way a harlot, the trulyer to difcoover the ftate of a harlatrie. 
I have feene as hoat an agent made a tame patient, and 
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gladd to enfconfe the dregges of his fhame in an old urinall. 
It is a blabb, but not every mans blabb, that cafteth a 
fheepes eye out of a calves head; but a blabb with judge- 
ment; but a blabb that can make excrements bluth, and 
teach Chaweer to retell a Canterbury Tale. But fuch great 
judicials requier fome little ftuddie, and S. Fame is difpofed 
to make it a hallyday. She hath already put on her wifpen 
garland over her powting cros-cloth, and behold ! with what 
an imperiall majeftie fhe commeth riding in the ducking- 
chariot of her triumphe. I was never fo ficke of the milt, 
but I could laugh at him that would feeme a merry man, 
and cannot for his life keepe-in the breath of a fumith foole. 
Phy! long Megg of Weftminfter would have bene ashamed 
to difgrace her Sonday bonet with her Satterday witt. She 
knew fome rules of decorum; and although she were a 
luftie, bounfing rampe, fomewhat like Gallemella or Maide 
Marian, yet was she not fuch a roinish rannell, or fuch a 
diffolute gilian flurtes as this wainfcot-faced tomboy, that 
will needes be Danters Maulkin, and the only hagge of the 
preffe. I was not wont to endight in this ftile; but for 
terming his fellow Greene, as he was notorioufly knowen, 
the fcrivener of crosbiters, the founder of ugly othes, 
the greene mafter of the blacke art, the mocker of the 
fimple world, e¢ cetera, fee how the dageletaild rampalion 
buftleth for the frank-tenement of the dunghill. I confeffe, 
I never knew my invective principles, or confuting termes, 
before ; and perhaps fome better fcholiars are nigh-hand as 
farre to feeke in the kinde rudiments and proper phrafes of 
pure Nafherie. Why, thou errant butter whore (quoth he, 
or rather fhe), thou cotqueane and /crattop of Scolds, wilt thou 
never leave afflicting a dead carcaff[e, continually read the 
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rethorique lecture of Ramme Ally? A wtp, a wifp, a wifp ! 
ripp, vipp, you kitchin-ftuffe wrangler! Holla, Sir! fweeter 
wordes would do no harme. Doubtleffe thefe emphaticall 
termes of the Ally, were layd afleepe for fome other ac- 
quaintance, not for me; (good fellowes muft be furnifhed 
with oratorie, meete for their company) but it is fome 
mens evill lucke to ftumble in the way, when Will Sum- 
mers weapon is ready drawen ; and yet more poffible for 
him to ftay the fwing of his eger hand, then for Maulkin to 
{tay the dint of her moodie tongue, that can teach the 
{torme-winde to fcould Englifh, and pleadeth naturall 
poffeffion of the cuckingftoole. It is good pollicie to yeeld 
to the furie of the tempeft ; (the refoluteft harts are fayne 
to yeeld to the imperious jurifdiction of ftormes and 
fhrewes) and the ftamping feind, in the hoat-houfe of her 
foming oratorie, will have the laft word. Sweet goffip! dif- 
quiet not your loovely felfe ; the dunghill is your freehold, 
and the cuckingftoole your copyhold: I know none fo rank 
minded to enter upon your proper poffeffions, thy riot ; and 
in cafe thou wilt needes alfo be the fchoolemiftris of Ramme 
Ally, certainly thou defireft but thy right, that canft read 
a rhetorique, or logique leéture to Hecuba in the art of 
raving, and inftruét Tifiphone herfelfe in her owne enafhing 
language. Other he, or fhe, drabs, of the curfteft or venge- 
ableft rankes, are but dipped or dyed in the art ; not fuch 
a belldam in the whole kingdome of frogges, as thy croking, 
and moft clamorous felfe. Even Martins unbrideled ftile, 
and Pap-hatchets reaftie eloquence, is but a curtaild jade 
to thy long-taild colt. Let the clocke ftrike: 1 have loft 
more howers, and loofe nothing, if I finde equitie. Should 
the butterwhore befturre herfelfe like an arrant knight, and 
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try all the conclufions of her cherne, fhe might peradven- 
ture in fome fort pay thee home with fchoolebutter ; but 
undoubtedly fhe fhould have much adooe to ftoppe thy 
oven-mouth with a lidde of butter, that haft fwapped downe 
a pounde of butter at a peece of a breakefaft, or elfe there 
be ycousenc att {uch a witch forva-cherne, or:achecie- 
preffe, as is not to be founde in the Mallet of Witches, or 
in Monfieur Bodines Demonomania. Three meales of a 
a7 ctellosmake thesfourth a’ Woolner: and if 1s a craven 
frying- pan that is affrayde of a butterwhore. No, no; the 
butterwhore is thy bondmaide in a bunch of keyes; and 
take heede, fyrrha, the Cheefeknave be not her bondman 
in a loade of logges. She commeth not of the bloud of the 
threateners, but kitchinftuffe, and a cole-rake have, in times 
paft, bene of fome familiar acquaintance; and it is a badd 
paier of tongues that cannot make as good fport at a pinch 
asa paier of bellowes. Thougha difh of buttered peafe be no 
ereat warriour, yet a meffe of buttered artichokes may per- 
haps hold you fome prettie tacke. Onely I barre thoffame 
hourfonne unlawfull termes, fteeped in cifternes of aqua 
fortis and gunpowder: and have at you a gentle crafh, 
when it fhall pleafe the urinall and the dairy to give me 
leave to play with a butter-fly. I doe you the uttermoft 
credit in the world, that am ever glad to feeke dilatorie 
excufes, and to crave a terme ad deliberandum. ‘The for- 
tune of the field, with pike, or penne, is like the lucke of 
navigation, or the hap of marriage ; and I loove not greatly 
to chopp upon maine chaunces. Nothing venture, nothing 
loofe; none of the worft rules, or cautels for their fecuritie, 
that can tell ftoryes of hap-hazard, and have knowen fome 
callants more hardie then wife. Humanitie is defirous of 


Oh ii coterie Gee am 


152 Pierces Supererogation. 


peace with the beft, and of truce with the worft ; and truly 
I never longed to fight it out with flat ftrokes, untill I muft 
needefly needes: but if there be no remedy by treatie, or 
amicable compofition, although I was ever a floweworme 
in the morning, yet I cannot abide to go to bedd with a 
dromedarie. I cannot marvell enough how the nimble bee 
fhould be ingendred of the fluggish oxe, or the lively wafpe 
of the dead horfe; but nature is a miraculous and omnipo- 
tent workeman, and I finde it true by experience that I 
muft learne to imitate by example, or prejudice myfelfe by 
favouring other. To prejudice were a fmall matter, where 
the partie levelleth at no great matter; but when a mans 
credit is affaulted with bugges-wordes, and his witt be- 
leaguered with the ever-playing shott of the preffe, wife- 
dome muft pardon him whom follie affaileth, and humanitie 
difpenfe with a neceffary apologie. I would I might make 
it a pollicie to make my adverfarie much, and much, and 
much better then he is; that I might reencounter him with 
the more reputation, or the leffe difparagement ; but it is 
his glory to shame himfelfe notorioufly, and he will needes 
proclaime his owne vanities in a thoufand fentences and 
whole volumes of ribaldry, not to be read but upon a muck- 
hill, or in the privyeft privie of the Bordello. Let his vices 
fleepe on a downe pillow ; would I could awaken his vertues, 
and f{topp their mouthes that wish me, in fober earneft, not 
to foile my hands upon fuch a contemptible rafcall, but to 
let the reckles villain play with his own shaddow: (truth is 
is my witneffe, divers honeft men of good reckoning, and 
fundry worshipfull gentlemen have advifed me in thofe 
very termes exprefly) but fithence I can doe him no good 
by perfwafion, it were follie to fuffer him to doe me harme 
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by detraétion. You that are not afcertained of the lewd 
and vile difpofition of the man imagin as favorably of him 
as charitie can poffibly conceive of an impudent railer and 
a prophane mouth; but you that can {kill of learning and 
loove fchollership give him his defert ; do equitie right and 
him no wrong, that wrongeth whom he lifteth. They that 
have leyfure to caft-away (who hath not fome idle howers 
to loofe ?) may perufe his guegawes with indifferency, and 
finde no arte but Euphuifme; no witt but Tarletonifme ; 
no honefty, but pure Scrogginifme; no religion, but precife 
Marlowifme ; no confideration, but meere Nashery ; in briefe, 
no fubftance but light feathers; no accidents but lighter 
colours; no tranfcendents but lighteft phantafies, that fly 
aboove the higheft region of the cloudes, and purpofe to 
have a faying to the man in the moone. His mountaines 
of imagination are too-apparent ; his defignements of vanitie 
too-vifible ; his plots cf ribaldry too-palpable; his formes 
of libelling too-outragious: S. Fame, the coddeffe of his 
devotion; S. Blafe, the idoll of his zeale: S. Awdry the 
lady of his love, and the young vicar of old S. Fooles his 
ghoftly father. I have heard of many notable prowde fooles, 
read of many egregious afpiring fooles, feene many hautie 
vayneglorious fooles, woondred at many bufie tumultuous 
fooles ; but never fawe fuch a famous atrogant conceited 
foole, the very tranfcendent foole of the ship, that hugely 
contemneth all the world but his owne flimflams; and 
again{t all pollicie, maketh his adverfary more then an affe, 
and leffe then nothing; whofe vitory otherwife mought 
peradventure have feemed fomething. But to overcrow an 
affe is a fory conqueft, and a miferable trophy for fo douty 
a {quier. There were wayes enough of aunfwearing, or 
20 
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confuting with varietie and reafon; to his owne credite, 
the fatisfaction of other, and my contentment; although hee 
had not defperately and fcurriloufly broken-out into the 
fowleft and filthieft fcurfe of odious termes that villany 
could invent, or impudency utter. Iwis, hee mought have 
{pied a difference betweene ftaring and ftarke-blinde ; be- 
twene raging and ftarke-madd; betweene confuting and 
rancke rayling in the groffeft fort. Had hee feafoned his 
{tile with the leaft fpice of difcretion, or tempered his un- 
meafurable licentioufneffe with any moderation in the world, 
or hadd hee not moft arrantly laboured to fhew himfelfe the 
very brafen forhead of impudency, and the iron mouth of 
malediGion, without all refpeét, he mought eafily have 
found me the calmeft and tra¢tableft adverfary that ever he 
provoked; as reafonable for him as for mifelfe in caufes of 
equity, and as partiall to foe as to freend in controverfies 
of trueth. But it is the topp-gallant of his braveft bravure, 
to be a creator of affes, a confuter of affes, and a conquerour 
of affes; affes are borne to beare and birdes to foare aloft. 
No winges to the winges of felf-conceit, nor any failes to 
the failes of wordes; but hagard winges are fometimes 
clipped, and hoifed fayles oftentymes humbled. Wordes 
amount, like caftels of vapours or pillars of fmoke, that 
make a mighty fhowe in the aier and ftraight vanifh-away. 
Howbeit, envie is a foking regifter, and {pite a remem- 
brancer of truft. That would be written in a claffe of wine 
+s otherwhiles founde in tables of marble, and indentures of 
wainfcot. The oeftridge can devoure the ruft of iron, and 
the gall of prefent obloguy may be brucked ; but the note- 


booke of malice is a monument of tuch-{tone, and the me- . 


moriall of feude the clawe of an adamant. Pride fwelleth 
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in the penne of arrogancy; vanitie bubleth in the mouth 
of folly ; rancour boileth in the hart of vengeance; mifchief 
hammereth in the head of villany, and no fuch art memora- 
tive as a crabtree defke. But in contempt of pride, I will 
fpeake one prowde word: vaine Nath, whom all pofterity 
fhall call vaine Nath, were thou the wifeft man in England, 
thou wouldeft not, or were thou the valianteft man in 
England, thou durft not have written as thou haft defperatly 
written according to thy greene witt; but thou art the 
boldeft Bayard in print, a hare-braind foole in thy head, a 
vile fwad in thy hart, a fowle lyer in thy throate, and a 
vaine-glorious affe in thy pen, as I will proove upon the 
carkaffe of thy wit and carriage through-out all the pre- 
dicaments of proofe. JI hate malice in mifelfe, but loove 
not to be an upholfter of ftuffed and bombafted malice in 
other. And bicaufe thou termeft me an old fencer, (indeede 
I was once Tom Burleys fchollar) and needeft difpling af- 
much as any rake-hell in England, wherefoever I meete 
thee next, after my firft knowledge of thy perfon, (not for 
mine owne revenge, but for thy correction) I will make 
thee a fimple foole, and a double fwad, afwell with my hand 
as with my tongue; and will engrave fuch an epitaph with 
fuch a Kyrieelefon upon thy fcull, as fhall make thee re- 
membred when Syr Gawins {cull fhall be forgotten. Some 
bibber of Helicon will deeme it worth eternall record; and 
if thou entreate me not the fayrer (hope of amendment 
preventeth many ruines) truft me, I will batter thy carrion 
to dirt whence thou camit, and fquife thy braine to fnivell 
whereof it was curdled; na, before I leave poudring thee, 
I will make thee fweare thy father was a ropemaker, and 
proclaime thifelfe the bafeft drudge of the preffe ; with fuch 
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a ftraunge confutation of thine owne Straunge Newes, as 
fhall bring Sir Vainglory on his knees, and make Mafter 
Impudency blufh like a virgin. Thy witt already maketh 
buttons; but I muft have 5S. Fame difclaime her blacke 
Sanétus, and Nafhes devout fupplication to God to forgive 
Pierces reprobate Supplication to the Divell. It muft be 
roundly done, or I will, with a charme for a full ftomache, 
make the gorge of thy belching rhetorique, and the paunch 
of thy furfetting poetry fling figures upward and downeward. 
Phy! what neede that be fpoken? True, there is choice 
enough of fweeter flowers, and neat oratory interteineth 
neateft civilitie ; (what relifh fo pleafent as the breath of 
Suada, or what fmell fo aromaticall as the voyce of the 
mufes ?) but the mouth of a rude affe can taft no other 
lettice, and the fpawne of a beaftly dogfifh will underftand 
no other language but his owne. Fury muft be tamed with 
fury, according to Homer that teacheth the God of the 
field to ftrike home; obftinacy awed with obftinacy; force 
maftred with force; threatnings cooled with threatnings ; 
contempt aunfwered in his owne toungue, and feeing the 
wild colt is fo unreafonably lufty, I meane, percafe, either to 
make his courage crowch forward, or his art winch back- 
ward. I have twentie and twentie charmes for the breaking 
of ftubborne jades, for the biting of mad dogges, for the 
ftinging of fcorpions, for the darting of urchins, for the 
haunting of fprites, for the ftorming of tempeftes, for the 
blafting of lightning, for the ratling of thunder, and fo forth ; 
even for the craking of an hundred Paphatchets, or a thou- 
fand Greenes, or ten thoufand Nafhes peagoofes. And in 
cafe all happen to faile (for it muft be a mightie exorcifme 
that can conjure downe fpite) I have a probatum ef?, of a rare 
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and powerable vertue, that will hold the nofe of his or his 
conceit to the grind{tone ; and make gentle villanie confeffe 
all the fhreddes and ragges of his flafhingeft termes are 
worne to the ftumpes. The defperate foole may clawbacke 
himfelfe awhile ; but it is poffible he may foone finde, by 
founde experience, he brayeth open warre againft him that 
can bray the affe-drumme in a morter, and ftampe his Jewes- 
trumpe to pinduft. Tom Drumme, reconcile thifelfe with 
a counter-fupplication, or fuerly it is fatally done, and thy 
S. Fame utterly undone, world without end. As favory a 
fainét, by the verdict of that excellent gentlewoman, as the 
cleanely disburfing of the dirtpurfe of Sir Gargantua, that 
made king Charlemaine and his worthy chivalry laugh fo 
mightily, that their heads aked eight dayes after. A meet 
idoll for fuch a beadman. 

I have digreffed from my purpofe, and wandred out of 
my accuftomed way; but when the butter-milke goeth on 
pilgrimage, you muft give the butterwhore leave to play the 
arrant knight a crafh, and to make it a ganginge weeke for 
once. Ganging weeke ? na, a ganging day, I trow, is a large 
allowance, and enough to betire a poore ftragling wench 
for all her bragges. Never fory laffe fo pittifully aweary of 
her ragged petticote and dagled taile, the tattered livery of 
the confuting gentleman. Let it go, and the wifpe go with 
it! I honour the meekeft humility, but fcorne the infolenteft 
arrogancy under my foote; and fay to the higheft imagina- 
tion of vanity, Thou art a proude fopp. When thou carrieft 
thy witt loftieft, and prankeft-upp thy felfe-loove in his 
sawdieft colours, thou art but an affes head, and a peacockes 
taile. Loove other, and thou mayft be looved of other for 
pure charity ; hate other, and thou art one of the moft 
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odious paddes in the world: a Turke for M. Afchams 
archers to shoote-at, and a Jewes eye for Chriftian needles. 
Now, a little breathing pawfe will do no harme. 

Were not malice as wilfull in maintaining abufe, as rash 
in offering the fame, and arrogancy as obftinate in the 
conclufion, as violent in the premiffes, I readily could, and 
willingly would undertake a more temperate and pleafing 
courfe ; but the faireft offer is fowly contemned, the gentleft 
faite unkindly repulfed: fay I what I can, malice wilbe 
itfelfe ; or do I what I can, arrogancy wilbe itfelfe, and no 
other impreffion can finke into the hart of fpite, or the eare 
of pride, but inftigations of fpite, or fuggeftions of pride. 
Other motives are meere fimplicities ; and every treaty of 
pacification, or parly of reconciliation, the shaking of an 
afpen leafe. The devils oratour is an heralde of warre, not 
a legate of peace ; and his dammes poet, the rankeft chal- 
lenger at short, or long, that ever fent defiance in white, or 
blacke. To refufe the tryall would, in the common opinion, 
feeme ashame ; to accept the offer, in the beft judgements, 
is a shame; to take the foile were a difcredit ; to give the 
foile is no credit. A hard cafe, where patience may be 
fuppofed fimple, and avengement will be reputed unwife ; 
where I cannot hold my peace without warre upon warre, 
nor fpeake without blame upon blame ; where I muft either 
be a paffive or an aétive affe in print. I ftand not upon the 
point of honour, or upon termes of reputation ; but as it is 
a glory for the inferiour to offer the combat, like the cham- 
pion of prowes or the duellift of courage, fo I would the 
fuperiour might refufe that without prejudice, which he 
cannot undertake without difparagement, or performe with- 
out obloquie. To fpoile Pierce Penniles were a poore 
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booty, and to make Thomas Nash kiffe the rod (by her 
favour that hath pleafurably made hima Satan Temunboius, 
and another Almanus Hercules, the great captaine of the 
boyes) were as fory a victory, but only in her Bello Euboico, 
orin her main-battaile of fcouldes. Yet feeing he provoketh 
me fo malapertly hand to hand, and feeing the infancy of 
his fancy will not otherwife be weaned from his cranke con- 
ceit, better fuch a victory with fome inconvenience, (for I 
hope I may without arrogancy prefume of the victory) then 
continuall difturbance with more and more mifchief. Hector 
never raged amongft the Grecians, nor Achilles amongft 
the Trojans, as Meridarpax, the moft furious and thrife- 
redoubted captaine of the mife, rufhed upon the wofull 
frogges in that heroicall battaile. But Meridarpax him- 
felfe, in his impetuous and maffacrous fallyes, never made 
fuch a havocke of the miferable frogges as this fwafh-pen 
would make of all Englifh writers, howfoever garnifhed 
with eloquence, or ftored with matter, might he be fuffred 
to hewe them downe, like ftockes or fhrubbes, without con- 
trowlement. He wil foone be ripe, that already giveth fo 
lufty onfets, and threateneth fuch defperate maine carreers 
as furpaffe the fierceft cavalcads of Bellerophon, or Don 
Alonfo ad’ Avalos. Nothing curtaileth the courage of his 
bravery, or dawnteth the {welling chivalry in his noftrels, 
but that excellent learning is not efteemed as it deferveth, 
nor fingular men advaunced according to the merites of 
their worthineffe. Might Penniles, fingular Penniles, be the 
preferrer of his owne vertue, or judge of his owne caufe (as 
he couragioufly contendeth) I beleeve a velvet coate were 
{cantly good enough for his wearing, that now remaineth 
moft humbly, and thrice-affectionatly bounden to the right 
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honorable printing-houfe, for his poore fhifts of apparell, 
and his rich capp of maintenaunce. An anatome of the 
minde and fortune were refpectively as behoovefull and ne- 
ceffary as an anatome of the body; but this captain-con- 
futer (like gallant Lobbellinus in a new livery) neither 
knoweth himfelfe nor other, yet prefumeth he knoweth all 
things, with an overplus of fomewhat more, in knowing his 
railing grammar, his raving poetry, his roifting rhetorique, 
and his chopping logique: with whofe helpe he hath 
thwitled the milpoft of his huge and omnipotent conceit to 
a pudding-pricke of Straunge Newes. Straunge newes, in- 
deede, that Pierce ‘Penniles fhould create more affes in an 
hower, then the brave king of Fraunce (now the mightieft 
warriour in Chriftendome, and a great advauncer of valour) 
hath dubbed knightes in his raigne. The ironyes of So- 
crates, Ariftophanes, Epicharmus, Lucian, are but carterly 
derifions ; the ironyes of Tully, Quintilian, Petrarch; bons 
tane, Sanazarius, king Alphonfus, but the fory Fe/tes of the 
Counfelltable Affe, Richard Clarke; the ironyes of Erafmus in 
his Prayfe of Folly; of Agrippa, in his Difprayfe of Sciences ; 
of Cardan in his Apology of Nero, like Hocrates commenda- 
tion of Bufiris, or Lucians defence of Phalaris the tyrant, 
but good beare bite not; the ironyes of Sir Thomas More in 
his Utopia, poemes, letters, and other writings, or of any 
their imitatours at occafion, but the girdes of every milke- 
maide. They were filly country fellowes that commended 
the bald pate, the feaver quartane, the fly, the flea, the gnat, 
the fparrow, the wren, the goofe, the affe; flattery, hypocrifie, 
coofinage, bawdery, leachery, buggery, madneffe itfelfe! 
What dunfe, or Sorbonift, cannot maintaine a peradoxe ? 
What pefant cannot fay to a glorious foldiour, Pzlchre 
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michercule dictum, et fapienter: or, laute, lepide, nihil fupra : 
or, Regem elegantem narras: or, A man is a man, though he 
have but a hofe upon his head, or fo forth. Wo /uch light 
payment, Gabriell, at Pierce Penniles, or Thomas Nashes 
hand. They are rare and dainty wittes that can roundly 
call a man affe at every third word, and make not nice to 
befoole him in good fullen earneft ; that can ftrangle the 
prowdeft breath of their pennes, and meaneth to borrow a 
fight of their giddieft braines, for a perfe¢t anatome of 
vanitie and follie. Though ftrong drinke fumeth, and agua 
fortis fretteth, yet I will not exchaunge my milke-maides ~ 
irony, for his draff-maides affery. It is not the firft time, 
that I have difputed de umbra afini, and prooved the fox, 
the finder, as wily a pigeon as the cunning goldfmith that 
accufed his neighbour and condemned himfelfe. A melan- 
choly boddy is not the kindeft nurfe for a chearely minde, 
(the joviall complexion is foverainly beholding to nature,) 
but I know not a finer transformation in Ovid then the 
Metamorphofis of dudgen earneft into fport ; of harfh fower 
into fweet; of loffe into gaine; of reproch into credit; of 
whatfoever badd occurrence into fome good. I was never 
fo fplenetique, when I was moft dumpifh, but I could {mile 
at a frife jeft, when the good man would be pleafurable, 
and laugh at fuftion earneft, when the merry man would be 
furly. Straunge Newes wilbe as pleafant as a cricket, by 
cattes panges; and where fuch a turlery-ginkes of conceit, 
or fuch a gibbihorfe of paftime as Straunge Newes: But 
fillip him, or twitch him never fo little, and not fuch a powt- 
ing wafpe in Ramme Ally, or fuch a winching jade in Smith- 
field. Then aff, and worfe then a Cumane affe, and foole, 
and dolt, and idiot, and dunfe, and dorbell, and dodipoul, and 
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Gibalter, and Gamaliell Hobgoblin, and Gilgilis Hoberdehoy ; 
and all the rufty-dufty jeftes in a country are too little for 
his great confutation, that is lineally defcended ad equis ad 
asinos ; and taketh on, like Hobz-all-as, a ftout king of the 
Saracens. When I am better grammered in the accidents 
of his proper idiotifme, and growen into fome more ac- 
quaintance with his confuting dictionary, I may, peradven- 
ture, confter and pierce the whole alphabet of his {weet 
eloquence a little better, and make fome farther triall of 
M. Afchams double tranflation, a pretty exercife in a fit 
fubje&t. Meane-while I am glad to fee him fwimme upp to 
the beardleffe chinne in a fea of hoony and ypocrafe, that 
fo lately was plunged in a gulfe of other liquor, and parloufly 
dafhed upon the horrible rocke of defperation. It is good, 
they fay, to be merry and wife. 

Poggins was merry, and Panormitan wile ; Marot was 
merry, and Bellay wife; Scoggin was merry, and the lord 
Cromwell wife; Greene was merry, and Sir Chriftopher 
Hatton wife; Nafh is merry, and there be enough wife, 
though his mothers fonne be Pierce Penniles. Or if thou 
beift wife, or wouldeft feeme no foole, beware of cafualties, 
and a new attractive. Thy toungue is a mighty loade-ftone 
of affes, and muft do afmuch for thine owne naturall eares 
as the magnet doth for iron. As good do it at-firft as at- 
laft; and better voluntary confeffion with favour, then en- 
forced profeffion with more fhamefull penance. Balaams 
affe was wife that would not run upon the angels fword ; 
AE fops affe no foole, that was gladd to fawne upon his 
mafter like a dogge; Lucians a/se, albeit he could not fly, 
like the witch his hoftiffe, (whofe miracles he thought to 
imitate, had not her gentle maide coofened him with a wrong 
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boxe) yet could he politiquely fave himfelfe, pleafe, or eafe 
his mafters, delight his miftriffes, fhewe many artificiall 
feates, amaze the beholders, drinke the pureft wine in Thef- 
falonica, and finally eate rofes, afwell as thiftles. Apué|e|zus 
a/se was a pregnant Lucianift, a cunning ape, a looving 
worme, and (what worthyer prayfe?) a golden affe; Machia- 
vels afse of the fame mettall, and a deepe politician like his 
founder, could provide for one better than the fparrow or 
the lilly ; Agrzppas a/se, a woonderfull compound, and (may 
I fay ?) a divine beaft, knew all things like Salomon, and 
bore all burdens like Atlas. The great library of king 
Ptolemy in Egipt, reported to have bene replenifhed with 
feventy thoufand volumes, not fuch a library of bookes, or 
fuch an univerfitie of arts and fciences as Agrippas aiffe. 
They that reverence the wondrous prophecies of the Cuname 
fibyll, Amalthea, the chiefeft of the ten infpired fibylles, 
defende, or favour the excellent qualities of the Cumane a/se, 
efteemed by Varro, the moft profitable fervant of that 
country, and by Columella, the moft neceffary inftrument 
of all countryes. Every afse is naturally a well difpofed 
creature, and (as the learned rabbines have written) a mirrour 
of clemency, patience, abftinence, labour, conftancy, and 
divine wifedome. No fuch fchoolemafter for a wild boy, or 
a rafh foole, as the fober and ftayed affe, the country man 
of the wife Apollo, and the feven wife mafters. 

Venerat et fenior pando Silenus afello. Silenus, the tender 
fofter-father and fage tutour of the wanton and frolicke 
Bacchus, afterward: how brave and frutefull! What an 
Orientall worthy! what an Indian conquerour! what a 
feftivall god! When Priapus, the fhameleffe god of the 
earden (fo gentility called that leacherous divill) attempted 
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to furprife Vefta fleeping, what an honorable peece of fer- 
vice performed ¢he honeft affe, that with his lowde braying 
deteéted that villanous affault ? what heathen’ memoriall 
more fhamefull to that infamous god then ¢he /olemue facrt- 
fice of that famous beaft, celebrated by the Lampfacens, in 
revengement and reproche of that treafonable enterprife ? 
But what treafon like the treafon of politique Achitophell, 
and plaufible Abfolon, that moft difloyally and defperatly 
rebelled againft the facred majeftie of the moft valorous and 
incomparable worthy king David? and what reward or 
advauncement meeter for fuch treafon then hanging? And 
who carried the wife Achitophel to hanging, but Zzs owne 
foolifh affe? And who carried the defperate Abfolon to 
hanging, but /zs owne fober mule ? What fhould I furcharge 
your memory with more hiftories att-once? He that re- 
membreth the governement of Balaams affe, A*fops affe, 
Lucians affe, Apuleius affe, Machiavels affe, Agrippas affe, 
the Cumane affe, the Rabbines affe, Apollos affe, the feven 
Sages affe, Silenus affe, Priapus affe, Achitophels affe, and 
Abfolons mule little needeth any other tutour, or coun- 
fellour. Some would prefume to alledge the fingular and 
peerleffe example of the Chriftian poet, 


[lle viam oftendit, vilt qua vecius afello 
Rerum opifex. 


Agrippa, Cardan, Trithemius, Erafmus, and divers other 
notable fchollars, affecting to fhew the variety of their read- 
ing, and the omnifufficiencie of their learning, have bene 
boulder in quoting fuch reverend examples upon as light or 
lighter occafion; but humanitie muft not be too fawcie 
with divinitie, and enough is better then a feaft. Sweet 
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Apuleius, when thou haft wiped thy mouth with thine owne 
affe-dung, and thine owne toungue hath fayd unto thy pen, 
Pen, thou art an affe, then fellow-affes may shake handes, 
and they clapp their hands that have heard the Comedie of 
Adelphi, or the two affes; a more notable pageant then the 
interlude of the two Sofias, or the two Amphitryos, or the 
two Mencechmi, or the two Martin Guerras, or any fuch 
famous paire of the true perfon and the counterfait. But 
affes carrie myfteries, and what a riddle is this, that the 
true man fhould be the counterfait, and the falfe fellow the 
true affe? Or what a fecret in philofophie fhall I reveale, as 
unto the fonnes of the art, when I tell you affes milke is 
reftorative, good for the gowte, for the blouddie flixe, 
for the clearneffe of the fkinne; affes bloud good for the 
feaver lurdane; affes flefh fodden good for the leprofie ; affes 
liver rofted good for the falling fickneffe; afses hooves, 
burned to afhes, good alfo for the fame ficknefse, for the 
kinges evill, for woomen labouring with a dead burden ; 
afses bones well-boiled good againft the empoifonment of 
the fea-hare; afses ftale good for the raines of the backe, 
and a fine decorative to bewtifie the face by taking-of fpottes 
and blemifhes; afses dung a fweet nofegay to ftaunch bloud, 
a foverain fumigation to expell a dead birth out of the 
moothers woombe, and a faire emplafter for a fowle mouth, 
as it might be for the mouth of bawdery in ryme, or of 
blafphemie in profe. No Homericall Machaon, or Podalirius, 
comparable to the right afse, that teacheth the greateft 
empiriques, fpagiriques, cabalifts, alchimiftes, magicians, and 
occult philofophers, to wrap-up their profoundeft and un- 
revealable myfteries in the thickeft fkinne, or rather in the 
clofeft intrals of an afse. I would fome open-mouthed 
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libertines, and profefsed atheifts had as deeply learned that 
cunning lefson. Even the dead carcafse of the afse in- 
gendreth the flying fcarabe, or fouring beetle, the noble and 
unreconcileable feudift ; of the egle of whom my brave ad- 
verfary, the famoufse{t dor-beetle of this age, hath learned 
to contemne and deprave the two mounting zgles of the 
heavenly art of poetry, Buchanan in Latin verfe, and Bartas 
in French meeter ; whofe grofe imperfections he hath alfo 
vowed to publifh, with an irrefragable confutation of Beza, 
and our floorifhingeft new-writers, afwell in divinitie as in 
humanitie, onely divine Aretine excepted. But no thunder- 
blafing affrighteth or toucheth the right egle, and the leaft 
feather of the right egle can foone devoure the baftard 
winges of other envious and quarrelous birdes. What 
carrion afse was the fire of this unappeafable fcarabe; or 
what fcarabe thalbe the fonne and heire of this carrion afse, 
I leave it wholy to the difcourfe of the learned zgles that 
were ever molefted with the buzzing flye, and fhall ever be 
haunted with the braying beaft. I muft {pin-up my tafke. 
And bicaufe the wild-afse wanteth a picker-devant, let him 
drinke his owne urine, tempered with fpicknard, as he 
caroufeth Helicon; and, according to the tradition of Vitalis 
de Furno, it will procure and encreafe haire, as kindly as 
the artificiall liniment of doétour Levinus Lemnius for a 
comely beard. And incafe he feareth his fellow Greenes 
fluttifh difeafe, let him read the naturall hiftories of the afse, 
and the fheepe, in Ariftotle, Pliny, or Gefner, and he fhall 
finde it one of their fpeciall priviledges to be exempted from 
the arreft of the fixfooted fergeant, a continuall haunter of 
other hairy beaftes, and onely favorable to the good afse 
and the gentle fheepe. Or, if haply he would be fhod witha 
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pair of everlafting fhoes, like the talaria of Mercury, (for alas, 
that any gentleman of worth, or correctour of the lord du 
Bartas, fhould lye in the counter in his bootes for want of 
fhooes!) Albertus and Cardan will teach him to make in- 
corruptible fhooes of the durableft part of an afses hide, im- 
mortall leather. And 6! fweet Mufes of Parnaffus, are not 
the {weeteft pipes, and pleafanteft inftruments made of affes 
bones? Or do not the fkillfull geographers, Strabo and 
Pliny, call dainty Arcadia in Peloponefus, (the native country 
of the great Apollo) the land of afses? Was not the re- 
nowned Pan, the politique captaine of the conquerous 
Bacchus, and a fuppofed god in the Painim world, an Ar- 
cadian afse ? Was not prince Arcas, the brave fonne of king 
Jupiter, after his death honored with the glorious memoriall 
of the Great Beare in heaven, an Arcadian afse? Was not 
the Little Beare, his moother Califtro, an Arcadian afse? 
Was not her father, the drad tyrant Lycaon, an Arcadian 
fox, an Arcadian woolfe, an Arcadian afse? Was not the 
mighty Atlas, the father of Maia and grandfather of Mer- 
cury, an Arcadian afse? Was not Mercury himfelfe, the 
moft-nimble and fupereloquent god, an Arcadian afse ? Was 
not Aftrophill, excellent Aftrophill (an other Mercury at all 
dexterities,and how delitious a planet of heavenly harmony!) 
by his owne adoption, an Arcadian afse? Hiftories are no 
{nudges in matters of note, and afses had never leffe caufe 
to be afhamed of affes. When wife Apollo, when valorous 
Pan, when employable Mercury, when furmounting Atlas, 
when the Great and Little Beare of heaven, when excellent 
Aftrophil glory in the honorable title of Arcadian affes, who 
would not coovet to be recoonted in that memorable cata- 
logue ? What generous or noble antiquitie may wage com- 
parifon with Statius Arcadians ¢ 
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A ftris Lunaque priores ? Sweetneffe itfelfe was the daughter 
and darling of Arcadia; and Arcadia the mother, the 
nurfe, the dug, the fweet-hart of fweetneffe itfelfe. O the 
fugar candy of the delicate bagpipe there! and 6 the licorife 
of the divine dulcimers there! No marvell though his 
mufique be fweeter, and fweeter, that is as fine an afnus ad 
lyram as the famous difciple of the worthy Ammonius, and 
hath Greenes mellifluous Arcadia as his fingers endes, the 
very funerall of the counteffe of Pembrookes Arcadia. His 
other habiliments and complements be innumerable, and I 
know not an affe but hath fome good quality, that is, fome 
fpeciall propertie of an afse, either proffitable for commodity 
or pleafurable for delight, as an afse may be proffitable or 
pleafurable either fimply, or in fome refpect. It was not 
for nothing that the braveft king that ever raigned upon 
earth, Alexander the Great, even greater then any Mars, 
or Jupiter, that ever brandifhed fcepter in the world, in his 
royal and valorous judgment preferred the afse before the 
man, when being folemnly commaunded, by oracle, to fley 
the firft living creature he fhould fortune to meete withall, 
if after his puifsant and conquerous manner he would that 
day obtaine the victory, he happened to meete a good 
honeft country-man riding upon an afse, whofe prefent 
facrifice, as a moft acceptable oblation, made him victorious. 
Lefse marvell of the archbifhops aunfwere, in JZenfa Philo- 
fophica and Pontans Dialogues, that having reverently and 
devoutly preached on Palme Sunday of the fhee-afse, where- 
upon Chrift in humility voutfafed to ride, and after his 
lowly fermon mounting upon his lofty palfrey, was riding 
his way, fomewhat fatherly and gratioufly ftayed awhile to 
heare the old womans fuite, that came haftely running to- 
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wardes him, and boldly taking his horfe by the bridle, Now 
I befeech your grace, quoth the, is this the fhe-affe where- 
upon Chrift in humility rode? No, moother, quoth he, but a 
poore fole of that rich affe, and I a humble fervant of that 
high Lord. Good enough! quoth the wooman ; I knew not 
before that the gentle fhe-affe your grace preached of had 
fuch goodly foles: Yes, mother, quoth the bifhop, and a great 
deal goodlier then mine; and fo departed, leaving behind 
him an everlafting memory of that devout fermon, and that 
weighty communication with the wooman in honour of the 
affe, a frutefull parent of many goodly and pompous foles. 
I will not trouble Boccace, or Poggius for tales. He was a 
naturall foole, that would have given his livery againe unto 
his Lord, bicaufe it was embrodered with affes heades, which 
made a comely fhowe upon his garment, and mought ful- 
well have befeemed fome richer coates. Could the mill, the 
plough, the packe, the hamper, the paniar, the cloakebagge, 
the burden, the fardell, the bagge and baggage, the cudgell, 
the goade, penury, famine, patience, labour itfelfe, fpeake, 
all other apologies were fuperfluous; they would frame a 
fubftantiail and neceffary defence of the affe, and experience 
would declame in commendation of his perpetuall exercife, 
travaile, induftry, valour, temperance, fufferance, magna- 
nimity, and conftancy, the honorableft and invincibleft 
vertues in the world. The wifeft ceconomy maketh efpeciall 
account of three fingular members; a marchants eare, a 
pigges mouth, and an afses backe.. A fhort note, but worth 
all Tufsers or Catos husbandry. Had I more experience 
in fome cafes I could fay more; and as my experience in 
thofe cafes may happen to encreafe, or amount, I will not 
faile to tender my devoire. I have penned large difcourfes 
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in prayfe of ftuddy, meditation, conference, exercife, induftry, 
vigilancy, and perfeverance, the worthieft thinges in the 
circuite of the earth, (nothing under heaven equivalent to 
labour) and whatfoever I have addreffed in their behalfe, I 
may in fort alledge in honour of the afse; and compile 
whole volumes in his commendation, more available for 
commodity, and more necefsary for ufe, then the workes of 
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fome great commenters in humanity, philofophy, hiftory, 
and other higher profeffions. He that can kindly play the 
right afse, in ignorance wil finde knowledge, in poverty 
wealth, in difpleafure favour, in jeopardy fecurity, in bondage 
freedome, in warre peace, in mifery felicity. Who fo 
thoroughly provided for both fortunes as he? or who fo 
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{trongly armed again{t all cafualties as he? or what Seneca, 
Epictetus, Boetius, Petrarch, or Cardan, fo effe€tuall a fchole- 
mafter of /w/line et abftine as he? or who fuch an cecono- 
mer to live as he? or who fuch a philofopher to dye as he? 
or what phyfitian for the boddy like him? or what lawier 
for the fubftance like him? or what devine for the minde 
like him? or where fuch a practitioner of vertue as he? or 
where fuch a fortune-wright as he? or, finally, where fuch 
an apt fubject for the civill and morall reformation of the 
prudent Auguftus, the good Trajan, the gentle Marcus 
Antoninus, the vertuous Alexander Severus, the drad Sep- 
timius Severus, or any honorable prince, or politique tyrant, 
that, with a reverend authoritie, would eftablifh vertuous 
and awfull orders of governement in his dominions ? 

But what an afse am I, that proceede fo coldly and dully 
in the apology of fo worthy a creature! What will you fay, 
Gentlemen, if I can proove with pregnant arguments, arti- 
ficially drawen from all the places of invention, according 
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to Ramus, Rodolphes, or Ariftotles logique, that the fire- 
breathing oxen and mighty dragon, which kept the moft 
famous golden fleece, the glorious prize of brave Jafon, were 
afses of Colchos? that the watchfull and dreadfull dragon, 
which kept the goodly golden apples in the occidentall 
ilands of the ocean, called Hefperides, one of the renowned 
prizes of dowty Hercules, was a Weft-Indian afse? that the 
golden-horned and brafen-footed Menalian hart, the fierce 
Erymanthean bore, the hideous birdes Stymphalides, the 
puifsant Nemean lion, and the feven hedded Lernzan hydra, 
which Hercules flew, were afses of Arcadia, and other ad- 
jacent countryes of Morea? (for Meenalus and Erymanthus 
were hilles in Arcadia, Stymphalus a lake in Arcadia, 
Nemea a wood in Argolis, and Lerna a fen in Argolis, an 
other fhire of Morea;) that the ferpent with the golden 
creaft, which kept the rich fountaine of Mars in Greece, 
and was flaine of valiant Cadmus, was an afse of Boétia, fo 
called @ dove, where the prophet Amphiaraus breathed in 
oracles? that the huge ferpent, Python de monte, ingendred 
fhortly after Deucalions deluge, which the Arcadian god of 
wifedome killed with his arrowes, the firft founders of the 
Pythian games, was a mighty afse of the mountaines ? that 
the mounting egle, into which king Jupiter turned, not him- 
felfe but, Ganymedes, (whom he tooke with him, as his flying 
page, and ufed as his ftanding cupbearer) was a faithfull 
fervaunt and a perpetuall afse? that the hondred-eyed Argus, 
whome queene Juno appointed the keeper of Io, the faireft 
creature of the Arcadian herde, and whom Mercury lulla- 
byed afleep with a fweet fyrinx, or Arcadian pipe (many 
ftratagemes and myfteries in that Arcadian pipe) was a 
blind afse of Arcadia? I fkip a thoufand memorable hiftories 
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that all they, by whatfoever noble or glorious names intituled, 
that having charge of greateft importance and ineftimable 
value committed to their vigilant and jelous cuftody, did 
attonce forego their treafure, their honour, and their life (as 
many great perfonages for want of circumfpe¢tion have 
done) were notorious arch-afses. If I cannot fubftantially 
proove all this, and for a neede evict by necefsary and im- 
mediate demonftration, that the great world is a great afse, 
afwell aé?u as potentio, and the microcofme a little afse, 
afwel habitu as affectione, fay I am a notable afse, afwell 
reas nomine. The philofopher that, feeking about with a 
candle at high noone, could not finde a man ina populous 
market without a candle would foone have pointed at a 
faire of afses ; and could quickly have difcoovered a frutefull 
generation in every element, in the water, on the earth, 
about the fier, in the aier. And the wife man, that faid, 
without exception, Stultorum plena funt omnia, might 
eafely have bene entreated to have fet it downe for a foverain 
maxim, or generall rule, Afinorum plena funt omnia, The 
thundring oratour Demofthenes was not affraide to taunt 
Minerva, the armed goddeffe of fine Athens, for exhibiting 
favour to three unreafonable beaftes, the owle, the dragon, and 
the people ; counting the people the moft importunate and 
intolerable beaft of the three, by whofe appointment he was 
banifhed the dainty citty, the onely feate of his raigning 
eloquence. If the people of fine Athens were fuch a bar- 
barous and fenfeleffe brute, as their excellenteft oratours, 
philofophers, captaines, counfellours, and magiftrates founde 
to their coft; and if the people of brave Roome, the lady 
and empreffe of the world, were fuch a bellowing beaft of 
many heads, as Horace called it, Tully prooved it, Scipio 
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fealt it, and Czefar himfelfe rued it, what may be faid 
of other people? Floorifhing Greece in many hundred 
yeares acknowledgd but feven wife-men of fpeciall note ; as 
the auncient world acknowledged but feven miracles, or 
magnificall fpectacles worth the feeing ; and Callimachus, a 
fweet poet, recording the memorable and woonderfull thinges 
of Peloponefus, termed them paradoxes. Vertuous Italy, 
in a longer terme of dominion, with much adooe bred two 
Catos and one Regulus; but how many Sylvios, Porcios, 
Brutos, Beftias, Tauros, Vitellios, Capras, Capellas, Afinios, 
and fo forth? Other fingularities meete matter for Tullyes 
paradoxes: the world was never given to fingularities, 
and no fuch monfter as excellency. He that fpeaketh as 
other ufe to fpeake avoideth trouble; and he that doth as 
moft men doe fhalbe leaft woondred at. The oxe and the 
afse are good fellowes; the libbard and the foxe queint 
wifardes ; whatfoever aboove the common capacity, or ufual 
hability, a parodoxe. I will not bethinke myfelfe of the 
rigorous fentences of ftoicall philofophers, or the biting 
apothegs of feditious malcontents, or the angry fayings of 
froward faturniftes, or the tumultuous proverbes of mutt- 
nous people (I have fmall affeétion to the reafons that are 
drawn from affection) ; but were not the world an univerfall 
oxe, and man a generall affe, how were it poffible that fo 
many counterfait flightes, crafty conveiances, futtle fo- 
phiftications, wily coofenages, cunning impoftures, and 
deepe hypocrifies, fhould overflow all? fo many opinions, 
paradoxes, fectes, fcifmes, herefies, apoftacies, idolatries, 
atheifmes, fhould pefter the church? fo many fraudes, fhiftes, 
collufions, coovens, falfifications, fubornations, treacheries, 
treafons, faétions, commotions, rebellions should difturbe 
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the commonwealth? It is a world to confider what a world 
of follyes and villanies poffeffeth the world, onely bicaufe 
the world is a world, zd e/¢, an affe? And would the preffe 
fuffer this fcribling affe to dominere in print, if it were 
not a preffe, zd e/f, an affe? And would the preffe fuffer 
this {cribling affe to domineer in print, if it were not a 
prefse, zd e/t, an afse? Might it pleafe his confuting aship, 
by his favorable permiffion, to fuffer one to reft quiet, he 
might, with my good leave, be the graund generall of afses, 
or raigne alone in his proper dominion, like the mighty 
Afsyrian king, even Phul Afsar himfelfe, the famous fon of 
the renowned Phul Bullochus. For fo the gentlewooman 
hath intituled him in a place, or two, that hath vowed the 
canonization of Nashes S. Fame, in certaine difcourfes of 
regard, already difpatched to my fatisfa€tion, and almoft 
accomplished to her owne intention. It may, peradventure, 
be his fortune to leave as glorious a nephew behinde him 
as ever was the redoubted Lob-afsar-duck, an other noble 
king of Affyria, not forgotten by the faid excellent gentle- 
woman, but remembred with fuch a grace as bewtifieth 
divine wittes. Kind-hart hath already offered faier for it, 
and were it not that the great Phul Affar himfelfe had fore- 
ftalled, and engrofed all the commodities of Affyria, with 
all the encomium of affes, into one hand, it fhould have gone 
very-hard, but this redoubted Lob-affar-duck would have 
retailed, and regrated fome precious part of the faid com- 
modities and advauncements. He may haply in time, by 
efpeciall favour and approoved defert, (what meanes of 
preferment to efpeciall favour and approoved defert ?) be 
interteined as a chapman of choice, or employed as a faétour 
of truft, and have fome ftables of affes at his appointment, 
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as may feeme meeteft for his carriages and conveiances. 
For mine owne part, I muft be contented to remaine at his 
devotion, that hath the whole generation of Affyrians at 
commaundement, with a certaine perfonall priviledge, or 
rather an imperiall prerogative, to create and enftall affes at 
pleafure. Had I not lately revifited the Affyrian hiftory 
with the faid vertuous gentlewooman, one of the gallanteft 
ornaments of her fexe, I mought perchaunce have omitted 
this {mall parcell of his great honour, and left the commen- 
dation of the affe more unperfe¢t, which notwithftand- 
ing I muft ftill leave moft-unperfect, in refpect of his un- 
fpeakable beau-defert. Unto whom, for a farewell, I can 
wifh no more than accomplifhed honour, nor no leffe then 
athleticall health. A fhort exhortation will ferve Socrates 
to continue like himfelfe. A roach not founder then a 
haddocke, or the ftockfith, that Pliny termeth a/ellus ; and 
nothing fo unkindly hurteth an affe as the two melancholy 
beaftes, cold and the drowfie fickneffe ; the caufe why affes 
cannot abide to inhabite the moft cold and frofen territories 
of Scythia, but are glad to feeke their fortunes in other 
countryes, and to colonife in warmer feats. Blame him 
not that fayth, The weather ts cold, and I am wearie with 
confuting: and in another place, Had [ my health, now 
Ll had leyfure to be merry; for I have almoft wafht my 
hands of the Doétour. Now 1 fee thou art a good fellow 
by thine own confeffion, and wilt not give the affes head 
for the wafhing; cold, and the drowfie ficknefse, are thy 
two mortall enemies: when they are fled the country, 
like fugitive and difmall birdes, let us have a flitch of 
mirth, with a fiddle of the pureft afse-bones ; onely I barre 
the cheeke bone for feare of Sampfons tune, more then 
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heroicall. But the fpring-tooth in the jawe will do us no 
harme, although it were a fountaine of mufcadell, or a con- 
duiét of ypocrafe. Many are the miracles of right vertue ; 
and he entreth an infinite labyrinth, that goeth about to 
praife Hercules, or the afse, whofe labours exceede the 
labours of Hercules, and whofe glory furmounteth the topp 
of Olympus. I were beft to end before I beginne, and to 
leave the autor of afses where I found the afse of autors. 
When I am better furnifhed with competent provifion, (what 
provifion fufficient for fo mighty a province ?) I may haply 
afsay to fulfill the proverbe by wafhing the afses headd, and 
fetting the crowne of higheft praife upon the crowne of 
young Apuleius, the heire apparent of the old afse, the moft 
elorious olde afse. 

L have written in all forts of humours privatly, 1 am per- 
Jwaded, more then any young man of my age in England. 
They be the wordes of his owne honorable mouth; and the 
golden afse, in the fuperabundance of his rich humours, 
promifeth many other golden mountaines, but hath never a 
fcrat of filver. Had Ariftophanes Plutus bene outwardly as 
liberall as Greenes Mercury was inwardly prodigall, he 
mu{t needes have bene the onely orientall ftarre of this 
language; and all other writers, old or new, in profe or 
verfe, in one humour or other, but fory occidentall ftarres. 
Onely externall defects, quoth himfelfe, are caft in his difh ; 
for internall graces and excellenteft perfections of an ac- 
complifhed minde, who but he? Come, divine poets and 
{weet oratours, the filver ftreaming fountaines of flowingeft 
witt and fhiningeft art! come, Chaucer and Spencer, More 
and Cheeke, Afcham and Aftely, Sidney and Dier, come 
the deareft fitter of the deareft brother, the fweeteft daughter 
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of the fweeteft mufes, onely one excepted, the brighteft 
diamant of the richeft eloquence, onely one excepted, the 
refplendenteft mirrour of feminine valour, onely one ex- 
cepted ; the gentlewooman of curtefie, the lady of vertue, 
the countefse of excellency, and the madame of immortall 
honour! come all the daintieft dainties of this toungue, and 
doe homage to your verticall ftarre, that hath all the fove- 
raine influences of the eloquent and learned conftellations 
at a becke, and paradifeth the earth with the ambrofiall 
dewes of his incomprehenfible witt! But what fhould I 
dally with hoony-bees, or prefume upon the patience of the 
gentleft {pirites that Englifh humanity affourdeth? Pardon 
me, excellent mindes, and I will here difmifse my poore 
milke-maide, nothing appliant to the delicate humour of 
this minion humorift and curtefan fecretary. Shall I fay, 
Phy ! upon arrant knavery, that hath never fucked his fill of 
moft odious malice; or, Out upon fcurrilous and obfcene 
villany ! nurfled in the boofome of filthieft filth, and hugged 
in the armes of the abominableft hagges of hell? Be it 
nothing to have railed upon do¢tours of the univerfitie, or 
upon lords of the court, (whom he abufeth moft infamoufly, 
and abjecteth as contemptuoufly as me); but what other 
defperate varlet of the world durft fo villanoufly have dif- 
famed London and the court, as he notorioufly hath done 
in thefe rafcall termes? Tell me, ts there any place fo lewde 
as this ladie London? not a wenche fooner creepes out of the 
Shell but fhe ts of the religion. The court I dare not touch, 
but fuerlie there be many falling ftarres, and but one true 
Diana. Not a wenche,a very univerfall propofition in fo 
large and honourable a citty ; and dut one, a very {hort ex- 
ception to a generall rule of the court. Floorifhing London, 


9 
ee) 


_ 


ee —_— 


SS A eR, yt = 


ane Sete 
g " 


pare 


“ 


178 Pierces Supererogation. 


the ftaple of wealth, and madame-towne of the realme, zs 
there no place fo lewde as thyfelfe? and noble ‘court, the 
pallace of honour, and feate of majefty, haft thou dt one 
true Diana? Is it not nigh-hand time the young haddock 
were caught that can already nibble fo prettily? Was he, 
thinke you, lodged in Cappadocia for fleeping by the funne 
and ftudying by the moone? Whom, or what, will not he 
thortly confute with an overrunning furie, that fo bravely 
adventureth upon London and the court all-attonce ? 
Honour, regard thy good reputation, and ftaunch the ranke 
bloud of this arrant autor, as honeft a man as fome honeft 
wooman I could name, that keepeth her honefty as fhe doth 
her Friday faft. Suffer him to proceede as he prefumeth, 
and to end as he beginneth, and looke for a rarer beaft in 
England then a woolfe, anda f{traunger monfter in print then 
thedivine ruffian thatintituled himfelfe Flagellum Principum, 
and prooved Peflis Rerumpublicarum. My toungue is an 
infant in his idiotifme, and I had rather bleffe my peftilenteft 
enemy then curfe any; but fome little plaine dealing dooith 
not otherwhiles amiffe, where nothing but flat and ranke 
crofeneffe blotteth the paper, infecteth the aier, depraveth 
the good, encourageth the badd, corrupteth youth, accloieth 
age, and annoyeth the world. Good faith is my witneffe, I 
neither affeét to obfcure any light in an adverfary, nor defier 
to quench any honeft courage in an enemy ; but wifh every 
gift of heaven or earth, of minde or body, of nature or for- 
tune, redoubled in both, even in the greeneft adverfary and 
wildeft enemy ; in whom I honour the higheft, and loove 
the loweft degree of excellency, but am not eafely coofened 
by imperfection, branded with the counterfait marke of per- 
fection. I am over-ready to pardon young overfights, and 
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forgive inconfiderate offences; but cannot flatter folly, or 
fawne upon vanity, or cocker ignoraunce, or footh-up untruth, 
or applaude to arrogancy, either in foe or frend. It con- 
cerneth every man to looke into his owne eftate with his 
owne eyes; but the young man, that will neither know 
himfelfe, nor acknowledge other, muft be told in brief what 
the common opinion reporteth at large. He hath little witt, 
leffe learning, left judgement, no difcretion, vanity enough, 
{tomacke at will, fuperabundance of felfe-conceit, outward 
liking to fewe, inward affection to none (his defence of 
Greene a more biting condemnation then my reproofe), no 
reverence to his patrons, no refpect to his fuperiours, no 
regard to any but in contemptuous or cenforious fort, hatred 
or difdaine to the reft, continuall quarrels with one or other, 
(not fuch another mutterer or murmurer, even againft his 
familiareft acquaintance) an ever-grudging and repining- 
mind, a ravenous throte, a gluttonous mawe, a dronken 
head, a blafphemous tongue, a fifking witt, a fhittle nature, 
a revolting and runnegate difpofition, a broking and huck- 
{tering penne, ftore of rafcall phrafes, fome little of a brabling 
fchollar, more of a raving fcould, moft of a roifterly ferving- 
man, nothing of a gentleman, leffe then nothing of a fine or 
cleanly artift. And as for termes of honefty or civility, 
(without which the fharpeft invention is unfavery, and the 
dainteft elocution lothfome) they are gibridge unto him, 
and he a Jewifh rabbin, or a Latin dunfe, with him that 
ufeth any fuch forme of monftrous termes. Aretine and 
the divels oratour would be afhamed to be conviéted, or 
endighted, of the leaft refpe¢tive or ceremonious phrafe, but 
in mockage or coofenage. They neither feare goodman 
Sathan, nor mafter Beelzebub, nor fir Reverence, nor milord 
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Governement himfelfe. O wretched atheifme! hell but a 
{carecrow, and heaven but a woonderclout in their doétrine ; 
all vulgar, ftale, and fimple, that is not a note aboove 
Goddes-forbid. Whom durft not he appeach, revile, or 
blafpheme, that forged the abominableft booke in the world, 
De tribus Timpoftortbus Mundi; and whom will he forbeare, 
in any reafon, or confcience, that hath often protefted in 
his familiar hauntes to confute the worthy lord du Bartas, 
and all the famoufteft moderne-writers, faving him onely 
who onely meriteth to be confuted with unquenchable 
volumes of heaven-and-hell-fier. Perionius deciphreth the 
fowle preceptes and reprobate examples of his morall phi- 
lofophy in an invective declamation, generally addreffed 
unto all the princes of Chriftendome, but efpecially directed 
unto the moft-Chriftian French-king, Henry the Second.: 
Agrippa detefteth his monftrous veneries and execrable 
fodomies; Cardan blafoneth him the moft impudent ribald 
that ever tooke penne in hand; Manutius invefteth him the 
ring leader of the corrupteft bawdes and mifcreanteft rake- 
hells in Italy. His familiar acquaintance, Sanfovino, doth 
him never awhitt more creddit then needeth. Taffo dif- 
daineth his infolent and infupportable affe¢tation of fingu- 
laritie. Jovius, in his Elogies, voutfaveth him not the 
naming: doubtleffe he was indued with an exceeding odd- 
witt, and I never read a more furpaffing-hyperbolicall ftile. 
Caftilios Courtier, after a pleafurable fort, graceth him with 
a deepe infight in the higheft types and idees of humane 
perfections, whereunto he moft curioufly and infatiably 
afpired. His wanton difciples, or vain-conceited favorites, 
(f{uch crowes fuch egges,) in their fantafticall letters and 
bacchanall fonnets, extoll him monftroufly, that is, abfurdly, 
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as the onely monarch of witt, that is, the prodigall fonne of 
conceit, and the mortall god of all vertue, that is, the im- 
mortall divell of all vice. Oh, what grandiloquous epithets, 
and fupereminent titles of incredible and prodigious ex- 
cellency, have they beftowed upon the arch-miracle of the 
world, Signior Unico! not fo little as the huge Gargantua 
of profe, and more then the heaven-furmounting Babell of 
ryme. But what approoved man of learning, wifedome, or 
judgement, ever deigned him any honour of importance, or 
commendation of note? But the young darling of S. Fame, 
Thomas Nath, alids Pierce Penniles, the fecond leviathan of 
profe, and an other Behemoth of ryme, he it is that is 
borne to glorifie Aretine, to difgrace Bartas, and to undooe 
me. Say I, write I, or dooe I, what I can, he will haunt 
and trounce me perpetually, with fpritifh workes of fupere- 
rogation, inceffant tormentours of the civilian and devine. 
Yet fome-boddy was not woont to endight upon afpen 
leaves of paper; and take heede, firrha, of the fatall quill, 
that fcorneth the fting of the bufie bee, or the fcratch of the 
kittith fhrew. A bee? a drone, a dorre,'a dor-bettle, a 
dermoulfe; asihrewe?.a drab,.a hag;.a flibber-gibbet, a 
make-bate, the pickthanke of vanity, the pickpocket of 
foolery, the pickpurfe of all the palteries and knaveries in 
print. She doth him no wrong that doth him right, like 
Aftreea, and hath ftiled him with an immortall penne, the 
bawewawe of fchollars, the ¢w¢t of gentlemen, the éee-heegh 
of gentlewomen, the phy of citizens, the d/urt of courtiers, 
the poogh of good letters, the faph of good manners, and the 
whoop-hooe of good boyes in London {ftreetes. Nath, Nath, 
Nath (quoth a lover of truth and honefty); vaine Nafh, 
railing Nafh, craking Nafh, bibbing Nafh, baggage Nath, 
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fwaddifh Nath, rogifh Nafh, Nafh the bellweather of the 
fcribling flocke, the fwith-fwath of the preffe, the bumm of 
impudency, the fhambles of beaftlines, the poulkat of Pouls- 
churchyard, the shrich-owle of London, the toade-ftoole of 
the realme, the fcorning-ftocke of the world, and the horrible 
confuter of foure letters! Such an antagonift hath fortune 
allotted me to purge melancholy, and to thruft me upon 
the ftage, which I muft now loade, like the old fubject of 
my new prayfe. There is no warring with deftiny ; and 
the lord of my leyfure will have it fo. Much good may it 
do the puppy of S. Fame, fo to confute and fo to be con- 
futed! Where his intelligence faileth, (as God wotteth, it 
faileth often) he will be fo bold, without more inquiry, to 
checke the common fenfe of reafon with the proper fenfe of 
his imagination, infinitly more high in conceit, then deepe 
in underftanding; and where any phrafe or word prefumeth 
to approch within his fwing, that was not before enrowled 
in the commen-places of his paperbooke, it is prefently 
meere inkhornifme; albeit he might have heard the fame 
from a thoufand mouthes of judgement, or read it in more 
then an hundred writings of eftimation. Pythagoras filence 
was woont to be a rule for ignorance or immaturity, (no 
better bitt for unlearned or unexpert youth then Pythagoras 
filence ;) but underftand, or not underftand, both are one: 
if he underftand it is dunfery, if he underftand not, it is 
either cabalifme in matter, or inkhornifme in forme: whether 
he be ripe, or unripe, all is raw, or rotten, that pleafeth not 
his imperiall taft. Had he ever ftudied any pragmaticall 
difcourfe, or perufed any treaties of confederacy, of peace, 
of truce, of intercourfe, of other forrein negotations, (that is. 
{pecially noted for one of my inkhorne wordes,) or refearched 
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any actes and monuments, civill or ecclefiafticall ; or looked 
into any lawes, ftatutes, injunctions, proclamations, (na, it 
is one of his witty flowtes, he beginnes like a proclamation, 
but few treatifes better penned then fome proclamations ) 
or had he feene any autenticall inftruments, pragmatique 
articles, or other politique trai€ts, he would rather have 
woondred I should ufe fo fewe formall termes, (which I 
purpofely avoided, as not fo vulgarly familiar) then have 
marvelled at any which I ufed. He is of no reading, in 
comparifon, that doth not acknowledge every terme in thofe 
letters to be autenticall English; and allow a thoufand 
other ordinary pragmaticall termes, more {traunge then the 
{ftraungeft in thofe letters, yet currant at occafion. The 
ignorant idiot (for fo I will proove him in very truth) con- 
futeth the artificiall wordes which he never read; but the 
vayne fellow (for fo he prooveth himfelfe in word and deede) 
in a phantafticall emulation prefumeth to forge a mishapen 
rablement of abfurde and ridiculous wordes, the proper 
bodges of his newfangled figure, called foolerifme: fuch as 
inkhornifme, absonifme, the moft copious Carminift, thy car- 
minicall art, a providitore of youug /chollars, a corrigidore 
of incongrutitie, a queft of cavalicros, inamoratos on their 
workes, a theologicall Gimpanado, a Dromidote Ergonift, 
Jacrilegioufly contaminated, decrepite capacitic, fictionate per- 
Jon, humour unconverfable, merriments unexilable, the 
horrifonant pipe of inveterate antiguitic, and a number of 
fuch inkhornish phrafes, as it were a pan of outlandish 
collops, the very bowels of his profoundeft fchollerifme. 
For his eloquence paffeth my intelligence, that cleapeth 
himfelfe a Calimunco for pleading his companions caufe in 
his owne Apology; and me a Piflepragmos for defending 
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my frendes in my Letters ; and very artificially zzterfufeth 
finicallitte, fillogiftrie, difputative right, hermaphrodite 
phrafes, declamatorie Stiles, cenforiall moralizers, unlineall 
ufurpers of judgement, mnfamizers of vice, new infringement 
to deftitute the inditement, deriding dunftically, banging abo- 
minationly, unhandfomiug of divinity/hip, abfurdifying of 
phrafes, ratifying of truthable and eligible Englifh, a calme 
dilatement of forward harmefulneffe and backward areful- 
neffe, and how many fundry difhes of fuch dainty fritters, 
rare junkets, and a delicate fervice of him, that compiled 
the moft delitious Commentaries De Optimitate Triporuim. 
And what fay you, boyes, the flatteringeft hope of your 
moothers, to a Porch of Panim Pilfryes, Peftred with 
Prayfes? Dare the perteft or defteft of you hunt the 
letter, or hauke a metaphor, with fuch a 772¢e-t1te-tate ? He 
weeneth himfelfe a fpeciall penman ; as he were the head- 
man of the pamfletting crew, next and immediately after 
Greene; and although he be a harfh oratour with his 
toungue (even the filed Suada of Ifocrates wanted the voyce 
of a firen, or the found of an eccho) yet would he feeme as 
fine a fecretary with his penne as ever was Bembus in 
Latin, or Macchiavell in Italian, or Guevara in Spanifh, or 
Amiot in French ; and with a confidence preaffeth into the 
rowte of that humorous ranke that affecteth the reputation 
of fupreme fingularity. But he muft crave a little more 
acquaintance at the hand of art, and ferve an apprentifhood 
of fome nine or ten yeares in the fhop of curious imitation 
(for his wild phantafie will not be allowed to maintaine 
comparifon with curious imitation) before he will be hable 
to performe the twentith or fortith part of that fufficiency, 
whereunto the crankneffe of his imagination already afpir- 
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eth; as more exquifite then the Atticifme of Ifocrates, or 
more puiffant then the fury of Taffo. But how infolently 
foever grofe ignorance prefumeth of itfelfe (none fo hawty 
as the bafeft buffard), or how defperatly foever foole-hardy 
ambition advaunceth his owne colours, (none fo foole-hardy 
as the blindeft Hobb), I have feldome read a more garish 
and pibald ftile in any fcribling inkhornift ; or tafted a more 
unfavory flaumpaump of wordes and fentences, in any 
fluttish pamfletter, that denounceth not defiance againft 
the rules of oratory, and the directions of the English 
fecretary, which may, here and there, ftumble upon fome 
tolerable fentence, neighbourly borrowed, or featly picked 
out of fome fresh pamflet, but shall never finde three fen- 
tences togither worth any allowance; and as for a fine, or 
neat period, in the dainty and pithy veyne of Ifocrates, or 
Xenophon, marry that were a periwig of a firen, or a wing 
of the very bird of Arabia, an ineftimable relique. Tush a 
point! neither curious Hermogenes, nor trim Ifocates, nor 
{tately Demofthenes, are for his tooth; nor painting Tully, 
nor Carving Cefar, nor purple-dying Livy for his humour. 
It is for Cheeke, or Afcham, to ftand levelling of colons, or 
fquaring of periods, by meafure and number; his penne is 
like a fpigot, and the wine-preffe a dullard to his ink-preffe. 
There is a certaine live and frifking thing, of a queint and 
capricious nature, as peerleffe as nameleffe, and as admirable 
as fingular, that f{corneth to be a booke-worme, or to imitate 
the excellenteft artificiality of the moft renowned worke- 
mafters that antiquity affourdeth. The witt of this and 
that odd modernift is their owne ; and no fuch minerall of 
richeft art, as pregnant nature; the plentifulleft woombe of 
rare invention and exquifite elocution Whuift! art and 
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nature, advaunce thy precious felfe in thy moft gorgeous and 
magnificent robes ; and if thy new defcant be fo many notes 
above old ela, good now be no niggard of thy fweet ac- 
cents and heavenly harmony, but teach the antike Mufes 
their right leripup. Defolate eloquence and forlorne poetry, 
thy moft humble fuppliants 2 forma pauperum, cladd in 
mournefull and dreery weedes as becommeth their lament- 
able cafe, lye proftrate at thy dainty foote, and adore the 
idoll-excellency of thy monftrous fingularity. O ftately 
Homer and lofty Pindarus! whofe witt mounteth like 
Pegafus, whofe verfe {ftreameth like Nilus, whofe invention 
fameth like Aetna, whofe elocution rageth like Sirius, whofe 
paffion bluftereth like Boreas, whofe reafon breatheth like 
Zephirus, whofe nature favoreth like Tempe, and whofe art 
perfumeth like Paradife! 6 the mightieft {pirites of couragious 
vigour, of whom the delicate Grecian, worthy Roman, and 
callant vulgar mufes learned their fhrilleft tunes and hyper- 
bolicall notes! 6 the fierceft trompets of heroicall valour, 
that with the ftraunge fympathhy of your divine fury, and 
with thoffame piercing motions of heavenly infpiration, were 
woont to ravish the affections, and even to mealt the bowels 
of braveft mindes! See, fee, what a woondrous quaime—— 
But peace, milkemaide! you will ftill be shaming yourfelfe 
and your bringing-upp. Hadft thou learned to difcerne the 
faireft face of eloquence from the fowleft vifage of bar- 
barifme, or the goodlyeft frame of method from the ill- 
favoredeft shape of confufion, as thou canft defcry the fineit 
flower from the courfeft branne, or the fweeteft creame 
from the fowreft whey, peradventure thou wouldeft dote 
indeede upon the bewtifull and dainty feature of that 
naturall ftile, that appropriate ftile, upon which himfelfe ts 
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fo depely inamored. I would it were out-of peradventure ; 
no man more greedy to behold that miraculous art of em- 
prooved nature. He may malapertly bragge in the vaine 
oftentation of his owne naturall conceit, and if it pleafe 
him make a golden calfe of his woodden ftuffe; but shew- 
any halfe page without piperly phrafes and tinkerly com- 
pofition, and fay I am the fimpleft artift that ever looked 
fayre rhetorique or fweet poetry in the face. It is the 
deftiny of our language to be peftered with a rablement of 
botchers in print; but what a fhamefull fhame is it for him 
that maketh an idoll of his owne penne, and raifeth-upp an 
huge expectation of paper-miracles, (as if Hermes Trifme- 
cift were newly rifen from the dead, and perfonally mounted 
upon Danters preffe,) to emproove himfelfe as ranke a 
bungler in his mightieft worke of Supererogation, as the 
ftarkeft patch-pannell of them all, or the grofeft hammer- 
drudge in a country. He difdaineth Thomas Delone, Philip 
Stubs, Robert Armin, and the common pamfletters of 
London; even the painfulleft chroniclers tooe, bicaufe they 
{tand in his way, hinder his fcribling traffique, obfcure his 
refplendifhing fame, or have not chronicled him in their ca- 
talogues of the renowned moderne autors, as he meritori- 
oufly meriteth, and may peradventure be remembred here- 
after. But may not Thomas Delone, Philip Stubs, Robert 
Armin, and the reft of thofe mifufed perfons, more difdain- 
fully difdaine him, bicaufe he is fo much vayner, fo little 
learneder, fo nothing eleganter, then they? and they fo 
much honefter, fo little obfcurer, fo nothing contemptibler, 
then he? Surely, Thomas, it were pollicy to boaft leffe with 
Thomas Delone, or to atchieve more with Thomas More, 
If vaunting or craking may make thee fingular, thy art is 
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incomparable, thy wit fuperexcellent, thy learning omni- 
fufficient, thy memory infinite, thy dexterity incomprehenfi- 
ble, thy force horrible, thy other giftes more then admirable ; 
but when thou haft gloried thy uttermoft, and ftruggled 
with might and maine to feeme the great Turke of fecre- 
taries, if my eyefight be any thing in the art of endighting 
(wherein it hath pleafed favour to repute me fomething) 
upon my credit for ever, thou haft nothing in thee of valour 
but a railing gall, and a fwelling bladder. For thy penne 
is as very a gentleman foift as any pickpurfe living; and 
that which is moft miferable, not a more famous, neckverfe 
then thy choice, to thifelfe pernicious, to youth daungerous, 
to thy frendes grievous, to thy adverfaries pittifull, to vertue 
odious, to learning ignominious, to humanity noyous, to 
divinitie intolerable, to autority punifhable, to the world 
contemptible. I longed to fee thy beft amendement, or 
worft avengement, but thy gay beft, wt /wpra, prooveth 
nothing; and thy main worft, wz zfra, leffe then nothing. 
Never filly mans expectation fo deluded with contrary 
events upon the ftage (yet fortune fometime is a queint 
comedian, far beyond the Suppofes of Ariofto) as thefe 
Strange Newes have coony-caught my conjecture; more 
deceived then my prognoftication of the laft yeare, which 
hapned to be a true prophet of fome difmall contingents. 
Though I never phanfied tautologies, yet I cannot repeat 
it enough: I looked fora treaty of pacification, or imagined 
thou wouldeft arme thy quill, like a ftowt champion with 
the compleat harneffe of witt and art; na, I feared the 
brafen fhield, and the brafen bootes of Goliah, and that 
fame hideous fpeare, like a weavers beame ; but it is onely 
thy fell ftomacke that bluftereth like a northerenwinde: alas! 
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thy witt is as tame as a duck, thy art as frefh as fower ale 
in fummer; thy brafen fhield in thy forehead, thy brafen 
bootes in thy hart, thy weavers beame in thy toungue; a 
more terrible launce then the hideous fpeare, were the moft 
of thy power equivalent to the leaft of thy fpite. I fay not, 
What aileth thy Gorgons head? or, What is become of thy 
Sampfons lockes? (yet where miracles were promifed, and 
atcheivements of Supererogation threatened, they had reafon 
that dreaded unknowen forces) but 6 blaftes of divine fury ! 
where is your fupernaturall proweffe? and 6 horne of 
abundance ! what meaneth this dearth of plenty, this penury 
of fuperfluitie, this infancie of eloquence, this fimplicitie 
of cunning, this f{tupiditie of nimbleneffe, this obfcuritie 
of braverie, this nullity of omnifufficiencie? Was Pegafus 
evewancowe in)a cave, or Mercurie a: moufe in a. cheefe, 
ereimauitme a inaile inia theil, or dexteritie a dogge in 
a dublet, or legierdemane a floweworme, or vivacitie a 
lafie-bones, or entelechy a flugplum? Can lively and 
winged fpirites fuppreffe the divinitie of their ethereall and 
feraphicall nature ? Can the thunder toungue-tye, or the 
lightning fmoother, or the tempeft calme, or love quench, or 
zeale luke-warme, or valour manicle, or excellencie mew- 
upp, or perfection geld, or fupererogation combe-cutt itfelfe ? 
Is it not impoffible for humanity to be a f{pittle-man, rheto- 
rique a dummerell, poetry a tumbler, hiftory a bankrowt, 
philofophy a broker, wit a cripple, courage a jade? How 
could the fweet mermaids, or dainty nymphes, finde in their 
tender harts to be fo farre divorced from their queinteft and 
galiardeft minion? Art, take heede of an aeger appetite, if 
a little greedie devouring of fingularitie will fo foone gett 
the hicket, and make thee (as it were) belch the floovens 
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oratorie, and (as a man would fay) parbreake the fluttes 
poetry. Pure fingularitie, wrong not thy arch-excellent 
felfe, but embrace him with both thy armes that huggeth 
thee with his five wittes ; and cowll him with thy two corall 
bracelets that buffeth thee with his two ruby lippes and his 
three diamant powers, naturall, animall, and vitall. Precious 
fingularity! how canft thou choofe but dote upon his ala- 
bafter necke, whofe inventive part can be no leffe then a 
{ky-coloured fapphire, like the heavenly devifes of the 
delitious poeteffe Sappho, the godmoother of that azure 
gemme, whofe rhetoricall figures, fanguin and refplendifhing 
carbuncles, like the flamy pyrops of the gliftering pallace 
of the fun; whofe alluring perfuafions amethifts, whofe 
cutting girds adamants, whofe conquering ergos loadeftones, 
whofe whole conceit as greene as the greeneft jafper ; whofe 
orient witt, the renowned Achates of king Pyrrhus, that is, 
the tabernacle or chauncell of the mufes, Apollo fitting in 
the midft and playing upon his ivory harpe moft enchaunt- 
ingly. Is it poffible thofe powerfull wordes of antiquity, 
whofe mightie influence was woont to debafe the miraculous 
operation of the moft-vertuous ftones, hearbes, and ftarres 
(philofophy knoweth the incredible force of ftones, hearbes, 
and ftarres) fhould be to feeke in a panting infpired breft, 
the clofet of revealed myfteries, and garden of infufed 
graces ? What lockes, or barres of iron, can hold that quick- 
filver Mercury, whofe nimble vigour difdaineth the prifon, 
and will difplay itfelfe in his likenes, maugre whatfoever 
empeachment of iron Vulcan, or woodden Dedalus? I 
hoped to finde that I lufted to fee, the very fingular fubject 
of that invincible and omnipotent eloquence, that in the 
worthieft age of the world, intituled heroicall, put the moft 
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barbarous tyranny of men, and the moft-favage wildneffe of 
beaftes to filence, and arreared woonderfull admiration in 
the hart-roote of obftinateft rebellion, otherwife how un- 
tractable! Had I not caufe to platforme new theorickes and 
idees of monftrous excellency, when the parturient moun- 
taine of miracles was to be delivered of his mighty burden 
of Supererogation ? Who would not ride poft to behold the 
chariot of his triumph, that glorieth as if he had woon both 
the Indyes from the Spaniard, or Conftantinople from the 
Turke, or Babylon from the Sophi? But holla, brave 
gentlemen! and alacke, fweet gentlewoomen! that would fo 
fayne behold S, Fame in the pompe of her majeftie; never 
poore fuckling hope fo incredibly crosbitten with more then 
exceffive defection. I looked and looked for a fhining 
funne of -fingularity, that fhould amaze the eyes and aftonith 
the harts of the beholders ; but never poore fhimering funne 
of fingularity fo horribly eclipfed. I perceive one good 
honeft aker of performance may be more worth then a whole 
land of promife. Take heede, afpiring mindes, you that 
deeme yourfelves the paragon wittes of the world, leffe 
your hilles of jollity be converted into dales of obfcurity, 
and the pompe of your glory become like this pumpe of 
fhame. Even when envy boyled his inke, malice fcorched 
his penne, pride parched his paper, fury inflamed his hart, 
5S. Fame raged like S. Georges Dragon: marke the con- 
clufion, the weather was cold, his ftile froft-bitten, and his 
witt nipped in the head. Take away the flaunting and 
huffing braveries of his railing tropes and craking figures, 
and you fee the whole galiarde of his rhetorique that flowteth 
the poore philippiques of Tully and Demofthenes, and 
mocketh him that chaunced to name them once in foure 
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letters, as he ufed their word entelechy, now a vulgar French 
and Englith word, once in foure and twenty fonnets. The 
wife prieft could not tell whither Epiphany were a man- 
faint, or a wooman-faint, or what the divell it was. Such 
an Epiphany to this learned man is entelechy, the onely 
quinteffence of excellent and divine mindes, as is aboove 
mentioned, fhewing whence they came by their heavenly 
and perpetuall motion. What other word could expreffe 
that noble and vigorous motion, quicker then quickfilver ? 
and the lively fpring, or rather the veftall fier of that ever 
{tirring vertue of Czefar, Ne/ciaftare loco, a myftery and a 
very chimera to this fwadd of fwaddes, that beginneth like 
a bullbeare, goeth on like a bullocke, endeth like a bullfinch, 
and hath never a fparkle of pure entelechy. Gentlemen, 
now you know the good nature and handfome art of the 
man, if you happen upon a feather, or fome morfell for 
your likyng (it is a very fory booke that yeeldeth nothing 
for your liking), thanke the true autor, of whofe provifion 
you have tafted; and fay not but Thomas Nafh hath read 
fomething, that affecting to feeme an univerfity of fciences, 
and a Royall Exchaunge of toungues, would be thought to 
have devoured libraries, and to know all thinges, like Iarchas 
and Syffarion ; na, like Adam and Salomon, the archpatrons 
of our new Omnifcians. If he did fo in verity, it were the 
better for him, and not the worfe for me; but you fee his 
doing, and my fuffering. Neither I nor my betters can 
pleafe all, nor he nor his punyes will difpleafe all; but as 
in the beft fomething remaineth that may be amended 
without derogation to their credit, fo in the worft there may 
appeare fomething worth the allowance, with no great com- 
mendation to their perfon. Were I difpofed to difcourfe, 
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as fometime I have bene forward upon leffe occafion, for the 
onely exercife of my ftile and fome practife of my reading, 
I could with a facility declare at large, that may briefly be 
touched. Amoneft fo many notable workes of divine 
wittes, excepting the workes of Gods owne finger, there is 
not any fo abfolutely excellent wherein fome blemith of 
imperfection may not be noted; nor amongft fo many con- 
temptible pamflets, any fo fimply bafe but may yeeld fome 
little frute of advertifement, or fome few bloffoms of dif- 
courfe. In the foverain workemanthip of nature herfelfe, 
what garden of flowers without weedes? what orchyard of 
trees without woormes ? what field of corne without cockle ? 
what ponde of fishes without frogges? what fky of light 
without darkneffe? what mirrour of knowledge without 
ignorance? what man of earth without frailty ? what com- 
modity of the world without difcommodity ? Oh! what an 
honorable and wonderfull creature were perfection, were 
there any fuch vifible creature under heaven? But pure 
excellency dwelleth onely aboove; and what mortall wife- 
dome can accleere itfelfe from errour, or what heroicall 
vertue can juftifie, I have no vice? The moft precious things 
under the funne have their defaultes; and the vileft thinges 
upon earth want not their graces. Virgill could enrich 
himfelfe with the rubbifh of Ennius; to how many rufty- 
dufty waines was brave Livy beholding? Tully, that was 
as fine as the Crufado, difdained not fome furniture of his 
predeceffours that were as courfe as canvas; and he that 
will diligently feeke may affuredly finde treafure in merle, 
corne in f{trawe, gold in droffe, pearles in fhell-fifhes, precious 
{tones in the dunghill of Efope, rich jewels of learning and 
wifedome in fome poore boxes. He that remembreth 
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Humfrey Cole a mathematicall mechanician, Robert 
Baker a fhipwright, John Shute an architeét, Robert Nor- 
man a navigatour, William Bourne a gunner, John Hefter 
a chimift, or any like cunning and fubtile empirique (Cole, 
Baker, Shute, Norman, Bourne, Hefter, will be remembred 
when greater Clarkes fhalbe forgotten) is a prowd man, if 
he contemne expert artifans, or any fenfible induftrious 
practitioner, howfoever unlectured in fchooles or unlettered 
in bookes. Even the lord Vulcan himfelfe, the fuppofed 
god of the forge, and thunder-fmith of the great king 
Jupiter, tooke the repulfe at the handes of the lady Minerva, 
whom he would in ardent loove have taken to wife. Yet 
what witt or pollicy honoreth not Vulcan? and what pro- 
found mathematician like Digges, Hariot, or Dee, efteemeth 
not the pregnant mechanician ? Let every man in his de- 
eree enjoy his due; and let the brave enginer, fine Dedalitt, 
fkxilfull Neptunift, marvelous Vulcanift, and every Mercuriall 
occupationer, that 1s, every mafter of his craft and every 
doécour of his myftery, be refpeéted according to the utter- 
moft extent of his publique fervice, or private induftry. I 
cannot {tand to fpecifie particularities. Our late writers are 
as they are; and albeit they will not fuffer me to ballance 
them with the honorable autors of the Romanes, Grecians, 
and Hebrues, yet I will crave no pardon of the higheft to 
do the fimpleft no wrong. In Grafton, Holinfhed, and 
Stowe; in Heywood, Tuffer, and Gowge; in Gafcoigne, 
Churchyarde, and Floide; in Ritch, Whetftone, and Mun- 
day ; in Stanyhurft, Fraunce, and Watfon; in Kiffin, War- 
ner, and Daniell; in an hundred fuch vulgar writers many 
things are commendable, divers things notable, fome 
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whom I have elfewhere more efpeciall occafion to entreate, 
may haply finde a thankefull remembraunce of their lauda- 
ble travailes. For a polifhed and garnifhed ftile, fewe 
eo beyonde Cartwright and the chiefeft of his confuters, 
furnifhed writers; and how few may wage comparifon with 
Reinolds, Stubbes, Mulcafter, Norton, Lambert, and the 
lord Henry Howarde? whofe feverall writings the filver file 
of the workeman recommendeth to the plaufible interteine- 
ment of the daintieft cenfure. Who can deny but the Re- 
folution and Mary Magdalens Funerall Teares, are penned 
elegantly and pathetically? Scottes Difcoovery of Witch- 
craft difmafketh fundry egregious impoftures, and in certaine 
principall chapters, and fpeciall paffages, hitteth the nayle 
on the head with a witneffe : howfoever, I could have wifhed 
he had either dealt fomewhat more curteoufly with Monfieur 
Bodine, or confuted him fomwhat more effectually. Let 
me not forget the apology of fundry proceedings by jurif- 
diction ecclefiafticall, or the aunfwere to an abftract of cer- 
taine Actes of Parliament, injunctions, canons, conftitutions, 
and fynodols provinciall, unleffe I will {kip two of the moft 
materiall and moft formal] treatifes that any Englith print 
hath lately yeelded. Might I refpectively prefume to inti- 
mate my flender opinion, without flattery or other un- 
decency, methought ever doétour Whitgift (whom I name 
with honour,) in his fermons was pithy; doctour Hutton 
profound, doétour Young piercing to the quicke, do¢ctour 
Chaderton copious, M. Curtes elegant, M. Wickam fenten- 
tious, M. Drant curious, M. Deering fweet, do¢tor Still 
found, doétor Underhill fharpe, do¢tor Matthew fine, M. 
Lawherne gallant, M. Doone eloquent, M. Andrewes 
learned, M. Chaderton methodicall, M. Smith patheticall ; 
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fundry other in their proper veyne notable, fome exquifite, 
a few fingular. Yet which of the beft hath all perfections ? 
(nzhil omni ex parte beatum) or which of the meaneft hath 
not fome excellency ? I cannot read over all, I have feldome 
heard fome (it was never my happ to heare doctour Cooper, 
doctour Humfry, or doctor Fletcher, but in Latin); and I 
would be loth to injury, or prejudice any that deferveth 
well, vzva voce, or by pen. I deeme him wife that maketh 
choice of the beft, avoideth the worft, reapeth fruite by 
both, defpifeth nothing that is not to be abhorred, accepteth 
of any thing that may be tollerated, interteineth every thing 
with commendation, favour, contentment, or amendment. 
Lucians affe, Apuleius affe, Agrippas affe, Macchiavels affe, 
mifelf, fince I was dubbed an affe by the only monarch of 
affes, have found favory herbes amongft nettles, rofes 
amongft prickles, berryes amongf{t bufhes, marrow amoneft 
bones, graine amongft {tubble, a little corne amongft a great 
deale of chaff. The adjecteft naturalls have their fpecificall 
properties, and fome wondrous vertues; and philofophy 
will not flatter the zobleft or worthieft naturals in their 
venoms or impurities. “True alchimy can alledge much for 
her extractions and quinteffences, and true phyfique more 
for her corrections and purgations. In the beft I cannot 
commende the badd; and in the baddeft I reject not the 
good, but precifely play the alchimift in feeking pure and 
{weet balmes in the rankeft poifons. A pithy or filed fen- 
tence is to be embraced, whofoever is the autor; and for 
the left benefit received a good minde will render dutifull 
thankes, even to his greateft enemy. O! humanity, my 
Lullius, or 6! divinitie my Paracelfus, how fhould a man be- 
come that peece of alchimy that can turne the rattesbane 
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of villany into the balme of honefty ; or correct the man- 
drake of {currility with the myrrhe of curtefie, or the 
faffron of temperance ? Conceive a fountaine of contentation, 
as it were of oyle, or a bath of delight, as it were of nectar ; 
and preferre that faffron, or myrrhe, that odoriferous faffron, 
or aromaticall myrrhe, before this foverain oyle, and that 
balme, that divine balme? before this heavenly nectar. No 
naturall reftorative like that faffron, or myrrhe, the very 
death of contention; nor any artificiall cordiall like that 
balme, the very like [life] of humanity, or fhould I rather fay, 
the very life of life? We have many new methods and 
platformes ; and fome, no doubt, as exquifite as fcrupulous ; 
but affuredly it were an excellent method and fingular 
platforme to honour the wife and moderate the foole, to 
make much of the learned and inftruct the ignorant, to 
embrace the good and reforme the badd, to wifh harme to 
none and do well to all; and, finally (for that is the fcope of 
this and fome other difcourfes), to commende the fox and 
prayfe the affe. Martin himfelfe is not altogither a wafpe, 
nor Browne altogither a cankerwoorme, nor Barrow alto- 
gither a fcorpion, nor haply Kett altogither a cockatrice. 
Take heede of the fnake in the graffe, or the padd in the 
{traw, and feare no bugges. Be Martin a Martin Guerra, 
Browne a browne-bill, Barrow a wheelbarrow, Kett a kight: 
H. N. an O. K., if any found judgements finde themfelves 
beholding unto them in any point of advifement, or con- 
fideretion (fingular men, and namely fcifmatiques and here- 
tiques, were ever woont to have fome thing or other 
extraordinary and remarkable), they may without my con- 
tradiction confeffe their beholdingneffe, and for fo much 
profeffe a recognifance of their dett. 1 thanke Nath for 
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fomething ; Greene for more ; Pap-hatchet for much more ; 
Perne for moft of all. Of him I learned to know him, to 
know my enemies, to know my frends, to know mifelfe, to 
know the world, to know fortune, to know the mutability of 
times, and flipperineffe of occafions ; an ineftimable know- 
ledge, and incomparably more worth then do&tor Gregories 
ars murabilis, or Politians panepiflemon. He was an old 
foaker indeede, and had more witt in his hoary head then 
fix hundred of thefe floorifhing greene heads and lufty 
curled pates. He would either wifely hold his peace, or 
fmoothly flatter me to my face, or fuerly pay-home with a 
witneffe; but commonly in a corner, or in a maze, where 
the autour might be uncertaine, or his packing intricate, or 
his purpofe fome way excufable. No man could beare a 
heavy injury more lightly, or forbeare a learned adverfary 
more cunningly, or bourde a wilfull frend more dryly, or 
circumvent a daungerous foe more covertly, or countermine 
the deepeft underminer more futtelly, or lullaby the cir- 
cumfpecteft Argus more fweetly, or transforme himfelfe into 
all {hapes more deftly, or play any part more kindly. He 
had fuch a patience as might foften the hardeft hart, fuch a 
fober-moode as might ripen the greeneft witt, fuch a flye 
dexterity as might quicken the dulleft {pirite, fuch a feru- 
pulous manner of proceeding in doubtfull cafes as might 
putt a deepe confideration into the fhalloweft phantafy ; 
fuch a fufpicious jeloufy as might fmell-out the fecreteft 
complot, and defeat any praétife; fuch an inextricable fo- 
phiftry as might teach an Agathocles to hypocrife profoundly, 
or a Hieron to tyrannife learnedly. Whereas other carried 
their harts in their toungues, and their heads in their pennes, 
he liked no fuch fimplicity ; but after a fmugge and fleering 
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cuife, carried his toungue in his hart, his penne in his head, 
his dagger in his fleeve, his love in his boofome, his {pite in 
his pocket ; and when their fpeech, writing, or countenaunce 
bewrayed their affection (as the manner is), nothing but his 
fact difcovered his drift, and not the beginning but the end 
was the interpreter of his meaning. Some of us, by way of 
experiment, affayed to feele his pulfe, and to tickle his wily 
veynes in his owne veyne, with fmoothing and glofing as 
handfomly as we could; but the bottome of his minde was 
a gulfe of the maine, and nothing could found him deepely 
but the iffue. Iwis, elder men had bene too-young to 
manage fuch an enterprife with fucceffe, and the fineft in- 
telligencer, or fageft politician in a ftate would undoubtedly 
have bene gravelled in the execution of that rafh attempt, 
He could fpeake by contraries as queintly as Socrates, and do 
by contraries as fhrewdly as Tiberius: the mafter of Philip de 
Comines, Lewes the French king, one of the bufieft, jeloufeft, 
and craftieft princes that ever raigned in that kingdome, 
might have borrowed the foxes fatchell of him ; and perad- 
venture not onely A®fops, or Archilochus fox, but even 
Lyfanders fox, Ariftomenes fox, Pififtratus fox, Ulyffes 
fox, Chirons fox, and Proteus owne fox might learne of 
him to play the fox in the hole. For Stephen Gardiners 
fox, or Macchiavels fox are too young cubbes to compare 
with him that would feeme anything rather then a fox, and 
be a fox rather then any thing elfe. Legendaries may re- 
corde woonderments ; but examine the futtelleft counsels, 
or the wilyeft praftifes of Gargantua himfelfe, and even 
Gargantua himfelfe, albeit his gowne were furred with two 
thoufand and five hundred fox fkinnes, mought have bene 
his pupill, And I doubt not but he that worfhipped Solem 
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a Leone, after fome few lectures in his aftronomy, would 
have honored Solem in Vulpe. He once kept a cubbe for 
his pleafure in Peter-houfe in Cambridge (as fome keepe 
birds, fome fquirrels, fome puppyes, fome apes, and fo 
forth) and miniftred notable matter to S. Maryes pulpet, 
with {tories of the cubb, and the Fox, whofe Aétes and Mo- 
numents are notorious; but had the young one bene as 
cunning an artift for his part as the old-one was for his, I 
beleeve all the colledges in both univerfities, or in the great 
univerfitie of Chriftendome, could not have patterned the 
young man with fuch an other batchelour of fophiftry, or 
the old mafter with fuch an other doétour of hypocrifie. 
Men may difcourfe at pleafure, and feede themfelves with 
carpes and pikes, but I have knowen fewe of fo good a na- 
ture, fo devoide of obftinacy, fo far alienated from contu- 
macy, fo contrary to frowardneffe or teftiveneffe, fo traéta- 
ble, fo buxom, fo flexible, fo appliable to every time, place, 
and perfon ; fo curious in obferving the leaft circumftance 
of importance or advantage, fo conformable to publique 
proceedings and private occafions, fo refpeétfull to every 
one of quality, fo curteous to men of woorfhip, fo dutifull to 
men of honour, fo ceremonious in tendering his devotion to 
his good lordes or good ladies, fo obedient to autority, fo 
loyall to majefty, fo indifferent to all, and in all. He was 
gentle without familiarity (for he doubted contempt), fevere 
without rigour (for he feared odioufneffe), pleafant without 
levity (for he regarded his eftimation), grave without fo- 
lemnity (for he curred popular favour), not rath, but quicke ; 
not hafty, but fpeedy ; not hoat, but warme; not eger in 
fhow, but earneft indeede; no barker at any, but a biter of 
fome, round, and found. The clergy never wanted excel- 
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lent fortune-wrightes ; but what byfhop or politician in 
England fo great a temporifer as he, whom every alteration 
founde a new man, even asnewas the new moone? And as 
he long yawned to be an archbifhop, or byfhop, in the one 
or other church (they wronged him that termed the image 
of both churches a neuter) fo did he not arch-deferve to be 
inftalled the puling preacher of humility, humility, humi- 
lity ; and the gaping oratour of obedience, obedience, obe- 
dience? Was not ever Pax vobts one end of his gafping 
fermon, and the very foote of his warbling fong ? Be it per- 
cafe a {mall matter to temporife in foure alterations of 
kinges and queenes, but what an ambidexterity, or rather 
omnidexterity, had the man that, at one and the fame meet- 
ing, had a pleafing toungue for a Proteftant, a flattering eye 
for a Papift, and a familiar nodd for a good fellow? It was 
nothing with him to temporife 7 genere, or in /pecte, ac- 
cording to Macchiavels grounde of fortunate fucceffe in the 
world, that could fo formally and featly perfonize 727 ind- 
viduo. He muft know all the finewes of commodity, and 
acquaint himselfe with all the joints of advantage, that will 
live and teach other to live. 6 Felix Cato, tu folus nofit 
vivere; or if Cato were over-peremptory and ftoicall to 
enjoy that felicity, 6 Felix Perne, tua folius ars vivende. 
Doubtleffe it were better for the world, by infinite maffes of 
millions, could the barbarous and tragicall tyrants, Saturne 
and Mars, two divellifh gods, moderate their fury, as he 
could de; or the hypocritall and comicall tyrants, Jupiter 
and Mercury, two godly divels, temper their cunning as he 
could do. It was in him to give inftruétions unto Ovid for 
the repenning of his Metamorphofes anew, and he better 
merited the name of Vertumnus then Vertumnus himfelfe. 
26 
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His defignements were myfteries, his councels oracles, his 
intentions like Minotaure in the labyrinth, his actions like 
the ftratagemes of Fabius, his defiance like the wellcome of 
Circe, his menaces like the fongs of the firens, his curfes 
like the bleffinges of thofe witches in Aphrica that forfpoke 
what they prayfed, and deftroyed what they wifhed to be 
faved. I have feen fpannels, mungrels, libbards, antelops, 
{corpions, {nakes, cockatrices, vipers, and many other fer- 
pents in fugar-worke; but to this day never fawe fuch a 
ftanding difh of fugar-worke as that fweet-toungued doétor, 
that fpake pleafingly whatfoever he thought, and was 
otherwhiles a fayte prognoftication of fowle weather. Such 
an autenticall irony engrofed, as all oratory cannot eftfoones 
counterpane. Smooth voyces do well in moft focieties, and 
go currently away in many recknings, when rough-hewne 
words do but lay blockes in their own way. He found it 
in a thoufand experiences, and was the precifeft practitioner 
of that foft and tame rhetorique that ever I knew in my 
dealings ; and in cafe I fhould prefer any man of whatfoever 
quality before him, fora {tayed governement of his affections 
(which he alwayes ruled, as Homers Minerva brideled 
Pegafus), or for an infinite and bottomleffe patience, fibb 
to the patience of Anaxarchus, or Job, I fhould injury him 
and mine owne confcience exceedingly. Were he handeled 
as London kennels are ufed of fluttes, or the Thames of 
floovens, he could pocket-it-up as handfomely as they, and 
complaine in as fewe wordes as any chanell or river in 
England when they are moft contumelioufly depraved. 
His other vertues were colours in graine, his learning lawne 
in ftarch, his wifedome napry in fuddes, his confcience the 
weather in Aprill: when he was young the weather in Sep- 
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tember as he grew elder the weather in February, toward 
his end, and not fuch a current prognoftication for the fifty 
yeares wherein he floorifhed as the ephemerides of his con- 
{cience. For his {mug and canonicall countenaunce, cer- 
tainly, he mought have bene S. Boniface himfelfe ; for his 
fayre and formall fpeach, S. Benedi& or S. Eulaly; for his 
merry conceits, 5. Hillary; for his good husbandry (he was 
merry and wife), S. Servatius; for his invincible fufferance, 
S. Vincent the Martir; for his retracting or recanting, S. 
Auguftine ; for his not feeing all thinges, S. Bernard; for 
his preaching to geefe, S. Frauncis or S. Fox; for his pray- 
ing, a 5. Pharife; for his fafting, a S. Publicane; for his 
chaftitie, a Sol ix virgine; for his paftorall devotion, a 
fhepheards calender; for his fame, an almanacke of fainéts. 
But if ever any were patience incorporate it was he, and if 
ever any were hypocrify incarnate it was he, unto whom I 
promifed to dedicate an eternall memoriall of his immortall 
vertues, and have payed fome little part of my vowes. I 
twice or thrife tryed him to his face, fomewhat fawcily, and 
Imaniiy, but the’ picture of: Socrates; or the image of S. 
Andrew, not fo unmooveable; and I ftill reverence the 
honorable remembraunce of that grave and moft eloquent 
filence as the fageft leffon of my youth. Had Nafh a 
dramme of his witt, his aunfwere fhould have bene mum, or 
his confutation the fting of the fcorpion. Other Straunge 
Newes, like Papp-hatchets rapp with a bable, are of the 
nature of that fame fnowt-horned rhinoceros, that biteth 
himfelfe by the nofe; and befturre them like the dowty 
fencer of Barnewell, that played his taking-up with a re- 
cumbenticus, and his laying-downe with a broken pate in 
fome three or foure corners of his head. He muft revenge 
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himfelfe with a learned difcourfe of deepeft filence, or come 
better provided then the edge of the rafour, that would be 
valued as wife as that Apollo Doétour, whofe epitaph none 
can difplay accordingly, but fome fprite of the ayer or the 
fier. For his zeale to God and the Church was an aery 
triplicity, and his devotion to his prince and the ftate a fiery 
trigon. And fuerly he was well-advifed that comprized a 
large hiftory in one epithite, and honoured him with the 
title of the thrife-learned Deane. Onely I muft needes 
graunt one fuch fecret, and profound enemy, or fhall I fay, 
one fuch thrife-fecret and thrife-profound enemy? was in- 
comparably moré pernicious then a hundred hatchets or 
country-cuffes, a thoufand Greenes or cunnycatchers, an 
army of Nafhes, or Pierces Peniles, a forreft of wilde beaftes, 
or whatfoever Ilias of profeffed evils. It is not the threatener, 
but the underminer that worketh the mifchief; not the open 
affault, but the privy furprize that terrifieth the old foldiour ; 
not the furging floud, but the low water that affrayeth the 
expert pilot; not the high, but the hidden rocke that en- 
dangereth the fkilfull mariner; not the bufie pragmaticall, 
but the clofe politician that fupplanteth the puiffant ftate ; 
not proclaimed warre, but pretended peace that ftriketh the 
deadly ftroke. What hiftorian remembreth not the futtle 
ftratagemes of king Bacchus againft the Indians, of king 
Midas againft the Phrygians, of king Romulus againft the 
Sabines, of king Cyrus againft the Lydians, of many other 
politique conquerours, again{t fundry mighty nations, prin- 
cipalities, fegniories, citties, caftels, fortreffes ? Brave valour 
may fometime execute with fury, but proweffe is weake in 
comparifon of other practifes, and no puiffance to pollicy, 
no rage to craft, no force to witt, no pretence to religion, 
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(what fpoiles under colour of religion?) no text to the gloffe, 
what will not the gloffe maintaine by hooke or crooke? It 
was not Mercuries woodknife that could fo eafely have dif- 
patched Argus, the lheutenant of queene Juno, had not his 
inchaunting pipe firft lulled him afleepe. And was not 
Ulyffes in greater jeopardy by the alluring firens, charming 
muficians, then by cruell Polyphemus, a boifterous giant ? 
Undoubtedly Czfar was as fingularly wife as unmatchably 
valiant, and rather a fox then a lion; but in his wifedome 
he was more affrayde of Sylla then of Marius, of Cato then 
of Catiline, Caffius then of Antony, of Brutus then of Pom- 
pey ; to be fhort, of Saturne then of Mars, of Mercury then 
of Jupiter himfelfe. It were a long difcourfe to furvey the 
wily traines and crafty fetches of the old and new world, 
but whofoever is acquainted with ftratagemes, auncient or 
moderne, knoweth what an hourde of pollicies lurketh in 
the fhrowde of diffimulation, and what wonders may be 
atchieved by unexpected furprizes. The profeffed enemy 
rather encombreth himfelfe and annoyeth his frendes, then 
overthroweth his adverfary, or oppreffeth his foes. Alex- 
anders and Cefars fuddaine irruptions made them the lordes 
of the world and mafters of kinges, whiles greateft threat- 
eners got nothing but greateft loffe and greater fhame. 
What fhould I fpeake of the firft founders of monarchyes, 
Ninus and Cyrus? of the venturous Argo-pilots? of the 
worthy Herdes? of the dowtieft errant knights? of the 
braveft men in all ages, whofe mightieft engin (notwith- 
ftanding whatfoever hyperbole of valour or fury) was Scar- 
borough warning; and whofe conqueftes were affoone 
knowen-abroade as their invafions. No power like the un- 
likely affault, nor any mifchief fo peremptory as the un- 
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looked-for affliction. He that warneth me armeth me, and 
it is much that a prepared minde and boddy may endure, 
but unfufpected accidents are hardly remedied ; and in the 
fayreft weather of fecurity to offer the fowleft play of hoftility 
is an incredible advantage. So Cefar Borgia, the foverain 
type of Macchiavels Prince, wan the dukedome of Urbin in 
one day. So the emperour Charles the Fiftes army, paffing 
thorough Roome occurfively, facked the citty and enriched 
themfelves exceedingly. So many invincible ftates have 
bene fuddainly ruinated, and many puiffant perfonages 
eafely vanquifhed. Brave exploites, where the caufe as 
honorable as the effect admirable. But honorable or dif- 
honorable, pollicy was ever a privy councell, whofe pofie, 
dolus an virtus: glory a ravifhing oration, ambition a 
courfer, loove a hoat-fpurre, anger a fierbrand, hope a graine 
of muftard-feede, courage an errant knight, covetice a mar- 
chant venturer, fury a fierce executioner, whofe word the 
fword, and whofe law Won gud fed guo. As monarchies, 
principalities, and conqueftes, fo pety-governements, fegni- 
ories, lieutenantfhips, magiftracies, mafterfhips, felowfhips, 
have their coolerable practifes, and nothing is cunning that 
is apparent. The fox preacheth pax vodts to the capons 
and geefe, and never worfe intended then when the beft 
pretended. Horaces, or rather Borgiaes, 

Aftuta ingenuum vulpes imitata leonem,; the deepetft 
erounde of higheft pollicies, and the very ftratageme of 
{tratagemes. The glorious Indian conqueftes are famoufly 
knowen to the world; and what was the valorous duke of 
Parma in his braveft victories but vulpes tmitata leonem and 
a new compounde of old f{tratagemes? Jovius Fox, in his 
militar and amorous empreffes, may call himfelfe a fox, 
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but fome learned clarkes and judicious cenfours, profound 
politiques like Macchiavell or Perne (for Macchiavell never 
difcourfed with his pen as Perne devifed with his minde) 
would go very nigh to call him a goofe, that gave for his 
mott, Szul a/tu et dentibus utor. And his griphen, in fome 
Opinions was never a whit the more terrible for that luftie 
pofie, a jolly heroicall verfe in a grammar fchoole, 

Unguibus et roftro atque alis armatus in hoftem. 1 never 
read that Alexanders Bucephalus, or Cefars couragious 
horfe, had any fuch or fuch glorious pofies; and I believe 
Beviffes Arundell was no great braggard with motts. The 
Trojan horfe, or rather the Grecian horfe, was not fuch an 
affe to advaunce himfelfe with any fuch prowde impreffe as 
feandit fatalis machina muros ; but miniftred ruthfull and 
tragicall matter of that hawty pofie to the ftately poet. Did 
the flying Pegafus of the redoubted Bellerophon, before his 
adventurous expedition againft the hideous lion-dragon 
chimera, that is, againft the fierce favages which inhabited 
that fier-vomiting mountaine in Lycia, provide to arme 
himfelfe with a brave pofie, or boaft of his horrible mother 
Medufa, or of his owne Gorgonean winges? Did the fiery 
horfes of the funne, that is, of the hoatteft eaft-countryes, 
threaten prince Phaeton, or the world, with a dreadfull 
verte, 

Lune fciet ignipedum vires expertus equorum? May not 
peradventure the prowdeft horfe be countermotted with a 
poore fragment of Statius /erviet afper equus? Or may 
not haply the dowtieft affe be emblemed with a good old 
devife, 22/ulfo tribulus fapit afper afello? ‘The rowgheft nett 
isemotethe pelt catcher of birdes; nor the finelt pollicy’a 
profeffed termagant. Although Lyfanders oxen faid nothing, 
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yet the fox Lyfander could tell which of them was a flug- 
garde, and which laborious. It is not the verball mott but 
the actuall imprefe that argueth a generousor noble minde. 
Children and fooles ufe to crake ; action the onely embleme 
of Jugurth and the notableft fellowes; whofe manner is, p/ur7- 
mum facere, mintmum de fe loguz, the honorableft devife that 
worthy valour can invent. The tree is knowen by the fruite, 
and needeth ne other pofie; the gallanteft mott of a good 
apple-tree is a good apple; of a good warden-tree, a good 
warden; of a good limon-tree, a good limon; of a’good 
palme, a good date; of a good vine, a good grape, and fo 
forth: their leaves their prognoftications, their bloffomes 
their boafts, their braunches and boughes their bravery, 
their fruite their armes, their emblemes their nobility, their 
glory. I dare not fay that Pittacus was as wife as he that 
beginneth like front-tufted Occafion (for Occafion is balde 
behinde), and endeth like Ovids loover, (for Ovids loover 
muft not attempt but where he will conquer) : few refoluter 
mottes then aut nunc, aut nunqguam,; and what valianter 
pofie then, aut nunguam tentes, aut perfice? but Pittacus 
was one of the feven famous matters, and in his fage wife- 
dome thought it a fober leffon, Foretel not what thou in- 
tendeft to atcheive, leffe peradventure, being fruftrate, thou 
be laughed to fcorne and made a notable flowting-ftocke. 
Perhaps he was an affe, and fpeaketh like a foole ; (for who 
is not an affe and a foole with this Thomas Wifedome ?) 
but fome plaine men are of his opinion, and will hardly 
beleeve that the frankeft braggards are the doubtieft dooers. 
Were Ia collectour of witty apothegs like Plutarch, or of 
pithy gnomes like Theognis, or of dainty emblemes like 
Alciat, fuerly Pittacus fhould not be the laft at the leaft in 
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that rhapfody. Meane-while, it is nothing out of my way 
to prayfe the clofe, or fufpicious affe, that will not trouble 
any other with his privy counfell, but can be content to be 
his owne fecretary. There be more queint experiments in 
an univerfitie then many a politique head would imagine. 
I could nominate the man that could teach the Delphicall 
oracle, and the A‘giptian crocodile to play their parts. 
His civill toungue was a riddle; his ecclefiafticall toungue 
a hieroglyphique ; his face a vifard; his eyes cormorants ; 
his eares martyrs; his witt a maze; his hart a juggling 
fticke; his minde a mift; his reafon a vayle; his affection 
a curbe; his confcience a mafke; his religion a triangle in 
geometry ; his charity a fyllogifme in celarent, his hofpi- 
tality aleven monethes in the yeare, as good as good Fri- 
day ; for one moneth or very neere, he was refident upon 
his deanry, and kept open houfe in the ile, like Ember 
weeke. Of an other mans, no man more liberall; of his 
owne, no man more frugall. He deeply confidered (as he 
did all thinges) that good oeconomy was good pollicy ; 
that it was more wifedome to borrow then to lend gratis ; 
that the ravens croking loofeth him many a fatt pray ; 
that the forftalling and engrofing of privy commodities was 
a pretty fupply of privy tithes; that many a little by little 
and little maketh a mickle; that often returne of gaine 
amounteth; that the fox never fareth better then when he 
is curfed moft ; that a filver picklocke was good at a pinch, 
and a golden hooke a cunning fifher of men; that every 
man was neereft to himfelfe, and the fkinne neerer then the 
fhirt ; that there were many principles and preceptes in art, 
but one principall maxime or foverain cautell in practife, 
Si non cafte, tamen caute,; that there was no fecurity in 
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the world without Epicharmus incredulity, Dions apiftie, or 
Heywoods faft binde and faft finde; that Bayard in the 
ftable, and Legem pone, were fubftantiall points of law; 
that many thinges are hypothetically to be practifed, which 
may not categorically be revealed; that two frendes or 
bretheren may keepe counfell, when one of the two is 
away; that Unum neceffarium, and fo forth. For, wzncit 
gut patitur would go nighhand to open the whole packe, 
and tell wonderfull tales out off fchoole. Pap-hatchet talk- 
eth of publifhing a hundred merry tales of certaine poore 
Martinifts ; but I could here difmafke fuch a rich mummer, 
and record fuch a hundred wife tales, of memorable note 
with fuch a fmart morall, as would undoubtedly make this 
pamflet the vendibleft booke in London, and the Regifter 
one of the famoufeft autors in England. But I am none of 
thofe that utter all their learning attonce; and the clofe 
man (that was no mans frend but from the teeth outward ; 
no mans foe but from the hart inward) may percafe have 
fome fecret frendes, or refpective acquaintance, that, in re- 
garde of his calling or fome private confideration, would be 
loth to have his coate blafed, or his fatchell ranfacked. 
Befide, what methodicall artift would allow the encomium 
of the foxe in the prayfe of the affe, unleffe I would proove 
by irrefragable demonftration, that the falfe fox was a true 
affe: as I once heard a learned phyfician affirme, if a goofe 
were a fox, he was a fox. Yet fuerly, by his favour, who 
could fharply judge and durft freely fpeake, he was a fox 
and a halfe in his whole body, and in every part of his 
foule: albeit I will not deny, but he mought in fome re- 
fpectes be a goofe, and after a fort (as it were) an affe; 
efpecially for defeating one without caufe, and troubling 
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the fame without effect, that, for ought he knew, might pos- 
fibly have it in him to requite him alive and dead. Let 
the wronged party not be injuried ; and I dare avowe, he 
never did, nor ever will injury or prejudice any, in deede, 
word, or intention: but if any whofoever will needes be 
offering abufe in fact, or {fnip-fnapping in termes, fith other 
remedy fhrinketh, he may peradventure not altogither paffe 
unaun{wered. He thinketh not now on the booted foole, 
that alwaies jetteth in his ftartups, with his ftilliard hatt in 
his droufie eyes, but of another good auncient gentleman, 
that mought have bene his father for age, his tutour for 
learning, his councellour for wifedome, his creditour for fil- 
ver, his catechift for religion, and his ghoftly father for de- 
wouome t1e-once, in) a fcoldes pollicy, called me foxe 
betweene jeft and earneft (it was at the funerall of the ho- 
norable Sir Thomas Smith, where he preached, and where 
it pleafed my Lady Smith and the coexecutours to beftow 
certaine rare manufcript bookes upon me, which he defired), 
I aunfwered him betweene earneft and jeft, I might haply 
be a cubb, as I might be used, but was over-young to be 
otox, cipecially in his pretence. He fmiled, ‘and replyed 
after his manner, with a chameleons gape, and a very em- 
phaticall nodd of the head. Whofoever, or whatfoever he 
was, certes, my old backfrend of Peter-houfe was the locke 
of cunning conveyance ; but fuch a lock, as could not pof- 
fibly be opened with any key, but the key of opportunity, 
and the hand of advantage. If opportunity were abroad, 
Iodocus was not at home; where occafion prefented advan- 
tage, pollicy wanted no dexterity; and the light-footed 
fox was not fo f{wift of foote as nimble of witt, and quicke 
of hand. Some, that called him the lukewarme doéctour, 
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and likened him to milke from the cowe, founde him at 
fuch a fitt overwarme for their ferventeft zeale: and I re- 
member a time, when one of the hotteft furnace, fhewing 
himfelfe little better then a cowe, he, in a quavering voyce 
and a lightning fpirite, taught the wild roe his leffon. Haft 
was not fo forward to runne to a commodity, but Speede 
was fwifter to fly to an advantage ; and where Haft fom- 
what grofely bewrayed his forwardneffe, Speede very finely 
marched in a cloude, and founde the goddeffe Hypocrifie 
as fly a conductriffe as ever was fayre Venus to Afneas, or 
wife Minerva to Ulyffes, in their queint paffages. We may 
difcourfe of naturall magique, and fupernaturall cadale, 
whereof the learnedeft and credibleft antiquity hath re- 
corded wonderfull hiftories; but it is the rod of Mercury, 
and the ring of Gyges, that worke miracles ; and no mathe- 
matician, magitian, or cabalift, may countervaile him, that 
in his heroicall expeditions can walke in a cloude, like a 
vapour, or in his divine practifes go invifible, like a fpirite. 
Brave mindes and ventrous harts thanke him for this in- 
valuable note, that could teach you to atcheive more with 
the little finger of Pollicy, then you can poffibly compaffe 
with the mighty arme of Proweffe. Or elfe in my curious 
obfervation of infinite hiftories, Hypocrifie had never bene 
the great tyrant of the world, and the huge Antichrift of 
the Church. The weapon of the fier and aier is lightening ; 
the weapon of the earth and water, cunning. Was not he 
fhrewdly encountred that was preftigioufly befieged, and 
invifibly undermined with that weapon of weapons? What 
other fupply could have feconded or refcued him, but 
Death; that had often bene the death of his life in his 
worthieft frendes, and was eftfoones the death of his Death 
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in his wylieft enemy? whofe fpite was intricate, but de- 
tected ; and whofe fubtility marvelous, but difvailed : and 
he that difclofed the fame is, perhaps, to leave an immortall 
teftimoniall of his Indian difcovery. In the meane time, 
as the admirable geometrician Archimedes would have the 
figure of a cylinder or roller engraved upon his toombe, fo 
it were reafon the thrife-famous devine fhould have the 
three-fided figure, or equilater triangle, imprinted upon his 
fepulchre: with this, or fome worthier epitaph, devifed ac- 
cording to the current method of 7rza /equuntur tria. 


The Coffin [peaketh. 


Afke not, what newes? that come to vifite wood: 
My treafure ts three faces in one hood: 
A chaungling triangle, a turnecoate rood. 


A lukewarne Trigon, a three-cdged toole, 
A three-oard galley, a three-footed ftoole, 
A three-wing d weathercock, a three-tongu'd [choole. 


Three hedded Cerberus, wo be unto thee} 
Flere lies the onely trey and rule of three ; 
Of all triplicities the A. B. C. 


Some-body oweth the three-fhapen Geryon a greater duty 
in recognifance of his often-promifed curtefies, and will not 
be founde ungratefull at occafion. He were very fimple, 
that would feare a conjuring Hatchet, a rayling Greene, or 
a threatening Nath; but the old dreamer, like the old 
dogge, biteth fore, and no foe to the flattering Perne, or 
pleafing Titius, that have fugar in their lippes, gall in their 


Sor ce io 2 


— 
— —_ 


SS en. ee Ss oe te een 


: 
; 
‘% 
, 
4 pe j 
; 


214 Pierces Supererogation. 


ftomackes ; water in the one hand, fier in the other ; peace 
in their fayings, warre in their doings; fweetnes in their 
exhortations, bitterneffe in their canvaftes ;* reverence in 
their titles, cooven in their actions; notable men in their 
kinde, but pitch-branded with notorious diffimulation ; 
large promifers, compendious performers; fhallow in cha- 
rity, profounde in malice; fuperficiall in theory, deepe in 
practife ; mafters of fophiftry, doctors of hypocrifie ; formall 
frends, deadly enemies ; thrife-excellent impoftours !. Thefe, 
thefe were the onely men that I ever dreaded ; efpecially 
that fame od man Y7vium Litterarum, that for a linfy- 
woolfie wit, and a cheverell confcience, was A Per fe A: 
other braggardes or threatners whatfoever I feare, as I feare 
Hobgoblin, and the bugges of the night. When I have 
fought-up my day-charmes and night-fpelles, I hope their 
power to hurt fhal be as ridiculoufly fmall, as their defire to 
affright is outragioufly great. I never ftood ftifly in defence 
of mine own hability or fufficiency ; they that empeach me 
of imperfection in learning, or practife in difcourfing, or en- 
dighting, in any art or profeffion, confute me not, but con- 
firme mine own confeffion. It is onely my honefty and 
credit that I endevour to maintaine: other defeétes I had 
rather fupply by induftry then cloake by excufe, and re- 
ferre the decifion of fuch points to the arbitrement of indif- 
ferency : to which alfo I preferre the prayfes of my dif- 
praifers, and befeech equity to render them their due with 
a largeffe of favour. Judgement is the wifeft reader of 
bookes ; and no art of diftin€tions fo infallible as grounded 
difcretion, which will foone difcerne betweene white and 
black; and eafely perceive what wanteth, what fupera- 
boundeth; what becommeth, what misbecommeth ; what 
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in this or that refpeét deferveth commendation; what 
may reafonably or probably be excufed ; what would be 
marked with an afterifke, what noted with a blacke coale. 
As in mettals, fo in ftiles he hath flender fkill that can- 
not defcry copper from gold, tinne from filver, iron from 
fteele, the refufe from the rich veyne, the droffe from the 
pure fubftance. It is little of value, either for matter or 
manner, that can be performed in fuch perfunétory pamflets, 
on either fide; but how little foever it be, or may appeare, 
for mine owne part I refufe not to underly the verdi& of 
any curteous, or equall cenfure that can difcerne betwixt 
chalke and cheefe. TZouching the matter, what wanteth or 
might be expected here, fhall be particularly and largely 
recompenfed, as well in my difcourfes, intituled Nafhes S. 
Fame, which are already finifhed, and attend the publication; 
as alfo in other fupplements thereof, efpecially thofe of the 
above-mentioned gentlewoman, whom, after fome advife- 
ment, it pleafed to make the Straunge Newes of the railing 
villa[i]n, the cuffionet of her needles and pinnes. Though 
my {criblings may fortune to continue awhile and then have 
their defert, according to the laudable cuftome, (what 
fhould toyes or dalliances live in a world of bufineffe ?) yet 
I dare undertake with warrant, whatfoever fhe writeth mutt 
needes remaine an immortall worke, and will leave in the 
activeft world an eternall memory of the fillieft vermin that 
fhe fhall voutfafe to grace with her bewtifull and allective 
{tile, as ingenious as elegant. Touching the manner, I take 
it a nice and frivolous curiofitie for my perfon to beftow 
any coft upon a trifle of no importance; and am fo over- 
fhaddowed with the floorifhing braunches of that heavenly 
plant, that I.may feeme to have purpofely prevented all 
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comparifon, in yeelding that homage to her divine witt, 
which at my handes fhe hath meritorioufly deferved. Albeit, 
I proteft, fhe was neither bewitched withentreaty, nor juggled 
with perfuafion, nor charmed with any corruption, but 
onely moved with the reafon which the equity of my caufe, 
after fome little communication, in her unfpotted confcience 
fuggefted. They that long to advaunce their owne fhame 
(I alwayes except a phenix or two) may bravely enter the 
liftes of comparifon, and do her the higheft honour in defpite, 
that they could poffibly devife in a ferviceable devotion. 
She hath, in my knowledge, read the notableft hiftoryes of 
the moft fineular woomen of all ages, in the Bible, in 
Homer, in Virgill (her three foverain bookes, the divine 
archetypes of Hebrue, Greeke, and Roman valour), in 
Plutarch, in Polyen, in Petrarch, in Agrippa, in Tyraquell, 
in whom not, that have fpecially tendered their diligent 
devoir to honour the excellenteft woomen that have lived 
in the world; and commending the meaneft, extolling the 
worthieft, imitating the rareft, and approoving all according 
to the proportion of their endowments, envieth none, but 
art in perfon and vertue incorporate, the two precioufeft 
creatures that ever floorifhed upon earth. Other woomen 
may yeelde to Penelope, Penelope to Sappho, Sappho to 
Arachne, Arachne to Minerva, Minerva to Juno, Juno to 
none of her fexe; fhe to all that ufe her and hers well; to 
none of any fexe that mifufe her, or hers. She is neither 
the nobleft, nor the faireft, nor the fineft, nor the richeft 
lady, but the gentleft, and wittieft, and braveit, and in- 
vincibleft gentlewoman that I know: not fuch a wench in 
Europe to unfwaddle a faire baby, or to fwaddle a fowle 
puppy. Some of you may aime at her perfonage, and it is 
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not the firft time that I have termed her ftile the tinfell of 
the daintieft mufes and {weeteft graces ; but I dare not parti- 
cularife her defcription according to my conceit of her beau- 
defert without her licence, or permiffion, that ftandeth upon 
mafculine not feminine termes, and is refpectively to be 
dealt withall, in regarde of her courage, rather then her 
fortune. And what if fhe can alfo publifh more workes in 
a moneth then Nafh hath publifhed in his whole life, or 
the pregnanteft of our infpired Heliconifts can equall? Could 
I difpofe of her recreations and fome others exercifes, I 
nothing doubt, but it were poffible (notwithftanding the 
moft curious curiofitie of this age) to breede a new admira- 
tion in the minde of contempt, and to reftore the excellent- 
eft bookes into their wonted eftate, even 2 zxtegrum. Let 
me be notorioufly condemned of partiality and fimplicity, if 
she fayle to accomplish more in gallant performance (now 
she hath condefcended to the fpinning-upp of her filken 
tafke) then I ever promifed before, or may feeme to in- 
finuate now. Yet she is a wooman, and for fome paffions 
may challenge the generall priviledge of her fexe, and a 
fpeciall difpenfation in the caufe of an affectionate frend, 
devoted to the fervice of her excellent defert, whom he hath 
founde no leffe then the handmayd of art, the miftres of 
witt, the gentlewoman of right gentleneffe, and the lady of 
right vertue. Howbeit, even thofe paffions she hath fo 
ordered and managed with fuch a witty temper of violent 
but advifed motions, full of fpirite and bloud, but as full of 
fenfe and judgement, that they may rather feeme the marrow 
of reafon, than the froath of affection ; and her hoatteft fury 
may fitly be refembled to the paffing of a brave career by 
a Pegafus, ruled with the reanes of a Minervas bridle. Her 
28 
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pen is a very Pegafus indeede, and runneth like a winged 
horfe, governed with the hand of exquifite fkill. She it is 
that muft returne the mighty famous worke.of Superero- 
gation with benet and collect. I have touched the booted 
Shakerly a little, that is alwayes riding and never rideth ; 
alwayes confuting and never confuteth; alwayes ailing 
fomething and railing any thing; that fhamefully and 
odioufly mifufeth every frend, or acquaintance, as he hath 
ferved fome of his favorableft patrons (whom for certain 
refpectes I am not to name), M. Apis Lapis, Greene, Mar- 
lowe, Chettle, and whom not? that faluteth me with a 
Gabriclifime Gabriel, which can give him the farewell with 
a Thomaffifime Thomas, or an affiffime affe; yet have not 
called him a filthy companion, or a fcurvy fellow, as all the 
world that knoweth him calleth him; that in his Pierce 
Penniles and Straunge Newes, the bull-beggers of his 
courage, hath omitted no word or phrafe of his railing dic- 
tionary, but onely Tu es Starnigogolus ; and hath valiantly 
vowed to have the la/t word, to dye for't. 


Plaudite vittori, Fuvenes hic quotquot adefirs ; 
Nam me qui vicit, doétior eft Nebulo. 


The beft is where my aunfwere is, or may be deemed, un- 
fufficient (as it is commonly over-tame for fo wilde a bul- 
locke), there She, with as vifible an analyfis as any anatome, 
{trippeth his art into his doublet, his witt into his fhirt, his 
whole matter and manner into their firft principles; his 
matter 2 matertam priman, his manner zz formam primam, 
and both zz privationem ultimam, td eft, his laft word, fo 
glorioufly threatened. I defire no other favour at the 
handes of curtefie, but that art and witt may be her readers, 
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and equitie my judge, to whofe unpartiall integrity I humbly 
appeale in the premiffes, with dutiful recommendation of 
Nafhes S. Fame, even to S. Fame herfelfe, who with her 
owne floorifhing handes is fhortly to ereét a Maypole in 
honour of his victorious /af? word. Doubt ye not, gallant 
eentlemen, he shall finde the guerdon of his valour and the 
meede of his meritorious worke. Though my pen be a 
flugplum, looke for a quill as quicke as quickfilver, and pitty 
the foary {waine, that hath incurred the indignation of fuch 
a quill, and may everlaftingly be a miferable fpeétacle for 
all libelling rakehelles that otherwife might defperatly 
prefume to venture the foyle of their cranke folly. The 
{tay of the publication refteth onely at my inftance; who 
can conceive fmall hope of any poffible account, or regard 
of mine owne difcourfes, were that faire body of the fweeteft 
Venus in print, as it is redoubtably armed with the com- 
pleat harneffe of the braveft Minerva. When his neceffary 
defence hath fufficiently accleered him whom it principally 
concerneth to acquitt himfelfe, fhe fhall no fooner appeare 
in perfon, like a new ftarre in Caffiope[i]a, but every eye of 
capacity will fee a confpicuous difference betweene her and 
other myrrours of eloquence; and the wofull flave of 5. 
Fame muft either blindfilde himfelfe with infenfible per- 
verfitie, or behold his owne notorious folly with moft fhame- 
full shame. It will then appeare, as it were in a cleere 
urinall, whofe witt hath the 2veene-fickne/se; and I would 
deeme it a greater marvell, then the mightieft wonder that 
happened in the famous yeare 88, if his caufe should not 
have the falling-/jickne/se that is encountred with an arme 
of fuch force. M. Stowe, let it be enchronicled for one of the 
fingularities, or miracles of this age, that a thing lighter 
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then Tarletons Toy, and vayner then Shakerlyes Conceif, 
that is, Nash, should be the fubjeét of fo invaluable a worke; 
and be it knowen to impudency by thefe prefentes that his 
brasen wall is battred to pinduft, and his iron gate shaken 
all to nothing. It is in the leaft of her energeticall lines to 
do it more eafely then a fine thread cracketh a jangling 
bell. A pretty experiment, and not unlike fome of her 
{traunge inventions and rare devifes, as forcible to moove 
as feat to delight! The iffue will refolve the doubtfulleft 
minde, and I am content to referre incredulity to the vifible 
and palpable evidence of the terme probatory, when either 
the light of nature and the funne of art muft be in eclipfe, 
or the shining rayes of her fingular giftes will difplay them- 
felves in their accuftomed brightneffe, and difcoover the bafe 
obfcurity of that mifchievous planet that, in a vile ambition, 
feeketh the exaltation of his fame by the depreffion of their 
credit, that are hable to extinguish the proudeft glimze of 
his lampe. Her rare perfections can livelyeft blafon them- 
felves; and this penne is a very unfufficient oratour to ex- 
preffe the heavenly bewties of her minde; but I never knew 
vertue a more inviolable virgine then in her excellent felfe, 
and the day is yet to come wherein I ever founde her witt 
a defective or eclyptique creature. She knoweth I flatter 
not her fortune; and if I honour her vertue, whofe confirmed 
modeftie I could never fee difguifed with any glofe of com- 
mendation, who can blame me for difcharging fome little 
part of a greater dutie? She hath, in meere gratuity, be- 
{towed a largeffe upon her affectionate fervaunt, that im- 
puteth the fame as an exceffive favour to her hyperbolicall 
curtefie, not to any merite in himfelfe. But the leffer my 
defert the greater her liberality, whom I cannot any way 
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reacquite, farther then the zeale of a moft-devoted minde 
may extende ; as inceffantly thankefull as infinitly debtfull. 
For to addreffe a plaufible difcourfe, or to garnish a pane- 
gyricall oration in her prayfe as occaffion may prefent, will 
appeare to be a tafke of civill juftice, not any peece of civill 
curtefie, when her owne filver tractes shall publish the 
precious valour of her golden vertues, and decipher the in- 
eftimable worth of the autor by her divine handyworke. 
At the firft vewe whereof, as at the piercing fight of the 
amiableft bewtie, who can tell how fuddaine paffions may 
worke? or what a fting fome tickling interjection may leave 
in the hart and liver of affection? I am ever prone to hope 
as I wish, even the beft of the worft; and although wilfull 
malice be a ftiffe and ftubberne adverfary to appeafe, yet I 
have feene a greater miracle then the pacification of paper- 
warres, or the attonement of inkhorne foes. There She 
ftandeth that, with the finger of induftry and the toungue of 
affability, hath achieved fome {traunger woonders upon as 
rough and harsh fellowes as, 


The noddy Nafh, whom every ferving fwafh 
With pot-jefles dafh, and every whip-dog lafh. 


(For the ryme is more famous then was intended,) and, with 
the fame caufes emprooved, why may she not directly or 
violently accomplish the fame effectes? or what is impoffible 
to the perfuafive and patheticall influence of reafon and 
affection? It is a very difmall and caitive planet that can 
finde in his hart to encounter thofe two gracious ftarres 
with malitious afpectes, which he muft defpitefully en- 
counter, that will obftinatly oppofe his peevish rancour to 
her fweete civility. In cafe nothing elfe will prevayle with 
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infatiable envy and unquenchable malice (for fo I am eft- 
foones informed, whatfoever courfe be taken for the mitiga- 
tion of his rage) yet Iam vehemently perfuaded in phy- 
fique, and refolved in pollicy, that the oile of fcorpions will 
finally heale the weondes of fcorpions. I know one that 
experimentally prooved what a rod in lye could do with 
the curfteft boy ina citty; and founde the imparative moode 
a better oratour then the optative. It may fortune the fame 
man hath fuch a whipfy-doxy in ftore for a jack-fauce, or 
unmannerly puppy, as may fchoole him to turne-over a new 
leafe, and to cry the pittifullest peccavi of a wofull penitent. 
For my part, whom at this inftant it fmartly behooveth to 
be refolute, I confeffe I was never more entangled and 
intricated in the difcourfe of mine owne reafon, then fince | 
had to do with this defperate Dick, that dareth utter and 
will cogge any thing to ferve his turne. Not to confute 
him in fome refpectes were perhaps better ; to confute him 
is neceffary. Were it poffible to confute him in not con- 
futing him, I am of opinion that it would be done; (for in- 
folency or any injury would be repreffed by order of law, 
where order of law is a fufficient remedy; and filence, in 
fome cafes, were the fineft eloquence, or fcorne the fitteft 
anfwere) and haply I could wish not to confute him in 
confuting him (for the difcovery of cunnycatchers doth not 
ereatly edifie fome bad mindes) ; but feing he is fo defperate 
that he will not be confuted with not confuting, I muft 
defire his patience to be a little content to be confuted with 
confuting, rather after his or others guife then after my 
manner. Aunfwere not a foole according to his foolifhneffe, 
left thou alfo be like him: aunfwere a foole according to his 


Jooli~hneffe, left he be wife in his owne conceit. ‘They are 
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both proverbes of the wifeft mafter of fentences, of whom 
alfo I have learned, that to the horfe belongeth a whipp, to 
the affe a fnaffle, to the fooles backe a rod. Let noman be 
wifer then Salomon: the fooles-head muft not be fuffred to 
coy itfelfe, the colt muft feele the whip, or the wande, the 
affe the fnaffle or the gode, the fooles backe the rod or the 
cudgell.. Let the colt, the affe, the foole beware in time, or 
he may peradventure feele them indeede ; with fuch a ¢u 
autem, as hath not often bene quavered in any language. 
If peace or treatie may not be heard, warre fhall commaunde 
peace; and he mufle the mouth of rankeft impudency, or 
fiercef{t hoftility, that can do it, and do it otherwife then is 
yet imagined: and yet nothing like that infpired gentle- 
wooman, whofe penne is the fhott of the mufket, or rather 
a fhaft of heaven, fwifter then any arrow and mightier then 
any hand-weapon, when curtefie is repulfed and hoftility 
muft enforce amity ; but otherwife how gratioufly amiable, 
how divinely fweet! Gentlemen, looke upon the lovely 
eliftering ftarre of the morning, and looke for fuch an 
orientall ftarre when fhe difplayeth the refplendifhyng 
beames of her bright wit and pure bounty... Meane-while, 
if fome little shimering light appeare at a little crevife, I 
have my requeft; and fome pretty convenient leyfure to 
take order with an other kinde of Straunge Newes in Weft- 
minfter Hall. It is fome mens fortune to have their handes 
full of unneedefull bufineffe attonce; and for mifelfe, I 
should make no great matter of two or three fuch glowing 
irons in the fier, were it not fome {mall griefe, or difcourage- 
ment, to confider that nothing can be perfectly or fufficiently 
performed by halves or fragments. Which neceffary inter- 
ruption hath bene the utter difgrace of the premiffes, and a 
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great hinderance to my larger difcourfes, more ample trifles. 
I can but crave pardon, and prepare amendes as leyfure 
and occafion may affourde opportunity. Leaned wittes can 
fkilfully examine, and honeft mindes will uprightly confider 
circumftances with courteous regarde of favour, or due re- 
fpect of reafon ; in whofe onely indifferency, as in a fafe and 
{weet harborough, I repofe my whole affiance and fecuritie 
as heretofore. And fo for this prefent I furceafe to trouble 
your gentle curtefies; of whofe patience I have (according 
to particular occafions) fometime unmannerly but modeftly, 
often familiarly but fincerely, moft—what freely but con- 
fideratly, alwayes confidently but refpectively, in every part 
fimply, in the whole tedioufly, prefumed under correction. 
I writ onely at idle howers that I dedicate onely to zdle 
howers, or would not have made fo unreafonably bold in 
no needfuller difcourfe then the Pray/e or Supererogation of 
an Affe. This 27 of Aprill: 1593. Your mindefull debtour, 
Ger 
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Pte homo APH DeUN ch Heer ian EUN G: 
With certaine Additions to be tnferted. 
Page. Faultes. A mended. 
26. For angoy, read agony. 
ere cholethy, {chooleth. 
49. bewixt, betwixt. 
67. railing ftile, without the two prickes, or colon. 
Oye) Very miniiter, every minifter. 
90. inftringment, infringement. 
98. not will, will not. 
107. looker-on, lookers-on. 
21.8 tuchiweating, fuch a fweating. 
139. or difcourfer, or a difcourfer. 
147. thy riot, by riot. 
201. fuprifes, furprifes. 
205s eatiiie leaft, or the leatft. 
219. Orientall, Orient. 


Know alfo, gentle Reader, that it was the Writers 
meaning to devide this treatife into three bookes ; the 
Second beginning at the Advertifement to Pap-hatchet, and 
Martin Mar-prelate, the Third at, So then of Pappadocio ; 
but in the originall, or uncorrected, coppy there was not any 
fuch divifion exprefly fett-downe: neyther were the addi- 
tions following inferted in their proper places, but annexed 
to the end of the Third booke, and noted thus. 

In the /irft Booke, page 46, after Cloude, infert. What 
fpeake I of one, or two Inglifh paragons? or what fhould I 
blafon the gallant and brave meeters of Ariofto and Laffo, 
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alwayes notable, fometimes admirable? All the nobleft 
Italian, French, and Spanifh poets have in their feverall 
veines Petrarchifed, that is, looved wittily, not grofely ; 
lived civilly, not lewdly ; and written delicioufly, not wan- 
tonly. And it is no difhonour for the daintyeft, or divineft 
Mufe to be his fcholler, whom the amiableft invention and 
bewtifulleft elocution acknowledge their mafter. All pof- 
LCLILL®.” cocccdccevstevtescectecevsuescaueeneetses.ssie4a ees anita: Iai 

In the Second Booke, page 77, after edifieth, infert. Plato 
comparing Ariftotle and Xenocrates togither ; Xenocrates, 
quoth he, needeth ,a fpurre; Ariftotle a bridle. And if 
princes or parlaments want a goade, may not fubjects or 
admonitions want a fnaffle? Is there pretence for libertie 
to advife the wifeft, or for zeale to pricke forward the high- 
eft, and no reafon for prudence to curbe rafhneffe, or for 
autoritie to reane licentioufneffe? May judgement be 
whoodwinked with frivolous traditions, and cannot phan- 
tafie be enveigled with newfangled conceites ? Superftition 
and credulitic ...:.0.scecececescesees cece: seein hati iti aia 

In the fame booke, page 87, after Zunovation, infert. And 
I hope he was not greatly unadvifed that, being demaunded 
his opinion of the elderfhip in queftion, anfwered, he con- 
ceived of the elder/hip (as it is intended, and motioned in 
England) as he thought of the elder-iree, that whatfoever it 
appeared in fhewe, it would in triall proove fruteleffe, 
feedeleffe, bitter, fraile, troublous, and a friend to furging 
waves and tempeftuous ftormes. And being further preffed 
touching the forward zeale of dowtie Martin Seniour, lively 
Martin Juniour, pert Penry, lufty Barrow, and fome other 
bragge reformiftes (for that rowling ftone of innovation was 
never fo turled and tumbled as fince thofe bufie limmes 
began to rowfe and befturre them more then all the prag- 
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matiques in Europe) when young Phaeton, quoth he, in a 
prefumptuous refolution would needes rule the chariot of 
the funne, as it might be the temple of Apollo, or the 
church of S. Paule, or fome greater province (for the greater 
province, commonwealth, or monarchy, the fitter for Phae- 
tons reformation) his fuddaine ruine miniftred matter of 
moft lamentable teares to his deare mother and loving 
fitters; in fomuch that they were pittifully chaunged, as 
fume write into edder-trees, as fome, into poplars. Sic flevit 
Clymene fic, et Clymeneides alte: as it might be the mourne- 
full church, and her wailing members, wofully tranfmewed 
into edders, or poplars. Good my matters 

In the Zhird booke, page 205, after Pollicie, infert: that 
learning was to be commended, but lucre and preferment 
to be ftudied ; that he foweth in vaine which moweth not his 
own advantage ; that nothing was to be beftowed without 
hope of ufance; that love or hatred availe not, but where 
they may prevaile; that affections were to be fquared by 
occafion, and reafons to be framed by proffit; that names 
of partialities, fe¢tes, and divifions, either in civil or reli- 
gious caufes, were but foolifh wordes, or pelting termes ; 
and all were to be eftimated by their valuation zz eff ; 
that the true fquire, and right geometricall compaffe of 
things, is habilitie, the onely thing that by a foveraine pre- 
rogative deferveth to be called /wbflance ; that according to 
Chawcers Englifh, there can be little adding without much 
gabbing, that is, fmall getting without great lying and 
Pee MVAUT URW 8s oy co cog avian ts dete sects ccseesnees sass ou vehee 

Thefe fower additions in their feverall bookes I com- 
mende to the correction of the curteous reader; and fo 
take my leave. 


FINIS. 
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TOe DH hime WORSHIPFULL 
my very good friend, M. Doctour Harvey. 


Good M. Doétour Harvey, promife I account debt, 
efpecially to fo efpeciall a frend; and therefore I have now 
againe laboured to difcharge mifelfe of it. I would I were 
of defert to fet forth your long-deferved prayfe, and of ha- 
bility to expreffe your fingular habilities in ftile, knowledge, 
and other moft commendable vertues. What is in my 
power the leaft of your frendes fhall commaunde; what is 
not, I can but wifh; which I would moft earneftly with, if 
that might ferve, though I never {hould with more. I will 
not trouble your graver ftudies, but pray for your healthes 
continuaunce; and will moft willingly performe more, if 
occafion ferve. 

Oxford, this 10 of July, 1593. 

Yours ever to commaunde, 
JOHN THORIUS. 


SONET. 


Defam'd by one who moft himfelfe defameth, 
Write, worthy Harvey, for the wife applaude thee: 
Shame be his hyer that fowly himfelfe Shameth, 
And would of thy deferved right defraude thee. 
And if you force the undcferved wrong, 
Wherewith fome fimple ignorant difiaies thee, 
Vou in your wifedome may exccede as long, 

As he in folly foolifhly difdaines thee : 

For fharpe-eyde Equitie hath defcride to all 
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Li’ myurious vayne that fettes his penne to [choole, 

Whofe railing tendes unto your wifedomes fall, 

And prooves all fonde to proove himfelfe a foole. 

Which monftrous folly would be leaft in haft, 

As wifedomes age will make him know at laft. 
JOHN THORIUS. 


INCLOSED IN THE SAME LETTER. 


And that I might not be held laft in remembraunce, 
though abfent, that in your prefence have fought the felfe- 
proffering caufe of after-memory, I have once more (as he 
that devoteth himfelfe and his poore labours to your good 
liking), how badly you may fee, but how hartely I would 
you could fee, or I could fay, writ thefe my pure devotions 
and zealous lines, with as true defire to honour yourfelfe, 
according to your worth, as I have bene wanting the de- 
fert, which your curteous nature hath affourded me. I re- 
queft, fir, but your acceptance and your favour, which if I 
gaine, I have got more then my due: and fo wifhing your 
continuall bliffe, I ende, as one with oft prayers defiring to 
be held 

Your bound by much defert, 
ANTONY CHEWT. 


SONET. 


Proceede, moft worthy lines, in your atfdaine 
Againft the falfe fuggeftions you abufe, 
Whofe rafcall [tile deferved hath to gaine 
The hatefull title of a railing Mufe. 
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Doubtleffe the wifeft, that fhall chaunce to read you 
In true judiciall of a quiet thought, 
Will give applaufe unto the wit that bread you, 
And you fhall winne the good that you have fought. 
Winne more: and fince the foole defames you fill, 
The foole whom fhame hath [tained with fowle blott, 
Performe on him your difcontented will: 
Fame /hall be your meede, Shame /hall be his lott: 
And fo proceeding, you fhall fo redeeme 
The name that he would drowne in blacke Siena 
Subscribed SH. WY. 
for SHORES WIFE. 
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SUR LAPOLOGIE DE MONSIEUR LE TRES-DOCTE ET 
TRES-ELOQUENT DOCTEUR HARVEY SAK EE 
SIEUR DE FREGEUILLE DU GAUT. 


Celuy qui provoqué publie fa defenfe 
Peut avecques raifon fa caufe déployer ; 
La Loy de Talion ne peut moins qwottroyer 
Fufte permiffion de repayer Uoffence. 
Mais celuy qui enflé a efcrire commence 
A diffamer autruy, tachant a s employer, 
De droit ne peut pretendre adveu ou bon loyer, 
Ains Vinfame intenté luy vient pour recompenfe. 
F aime pourtant par tout un Stile modere, 
Mefmes fi on refpond au fot demefure, 
Car on wa point raifon @imiter fa fottife. 
Marri fui mon ad’ Harvey de te voir provogue, 
Mais tres-aife qu eftant indignement pique, 
Ta dotte refponfe eft eloquente et rafjife. 
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HIS SONET, THAT WILL JUSTIFIE HIS WORD, AND DEDI- 
CATETH NASHES S. FAME TO IMMORTALITIE. 


A dame, more fweetly brave then nicely fine, 

Vet fine as fineft gentlewomen be, 

Lrighter then diamant in every line, 

Is Penniles fo witleffe [till ? quoth fhe. 

If Nafh will felly gnafh, and rudely flath, 

Snip-{nap a crafh may lend S. Fame a gafh. 

Skill read the ryme, and put tt in Truthes purfe: 

(Experience £zf/eth Reconcilements hand) 

Lf warning-peece be fcorn’d, Spite may heare worfe: 

Though Loove no warriour be, Right leades a bande. 

Flow faine would Curtefie thefe jarres furceafe ! 

Flow glad would Charitie depart in peace ! 

But if Sir Rafh continue ftill Sir Swath, 

He lives that will him dafh, and lafh, and fqwath. 
Heec quoque culpa tua eft : haec quoque poena tua eft. 


AN OTHER OCCASIONALL ADMONITION. 


Fame rows d herfelfe, and gan to fwafh abowt : 
Boyes fwarmd, youthes throng’ d, bloudes wore, brutes 
rear ad the howt ; 
Her meritorious worke, a wonderclowte !/ 
Did ever Fame fo bravely play the lowte ? 
I chaunc’d upon the ryme, and wondred much 
What courage of the world, or mifter wight 
Durft terrible S. Fame fo rafhly tuch, 
Or her redoutable bull begging knight. 
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Incontinent I heard a piercing voyce, 
Not Ecchos voyce, but fhriller then a larke' :— 
Sith Deftiny allottes no wifer choyce, | 
Paftime appofe the Pickle-herring clarke. 
Quiet thy rage, imperious Swifh-fwath, 
Or woe be to thy horrible trifh-trafh. 
E/t bene, non potuit dicere: dixit, Arad. 


AN APOSTROPHE TO THE HEALTH OF HIS 
ABUSED FRENDES. 


Live, father fweete; and mifcreant varlets aye, 

That wrong my parent hart, and brother eye. 

Deereft of eyes, contemne thy caitive foes: 

Kindeft of hartes, enjoy thy firme repofe. 

Sky, with a patron eye afpect thy eye, 

That eye efpoufed to the virgin {ky : 

Art, with a loover hart preserve that hart, 

That hart, devoted to the heavenly att. 

Bleffings, defcend from your empyreal throne, 

And lend a bounteous eare to fuppliant mone. 
Ambrofiall fpringes of cleereft influence, 
Fountaines reftorative of cordiall bliffe, 
Deigne, zeale, proftrate your tendreft indulgence, 
And foverainly redreffe that is amiffe. 


L’ENVOY. 


Volumes of thankes and prayfe your ftore combine, 
In pafsionateft hymnes and pfatmes divine. 
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THE PRINTERS POSTSCRIPT. 


Sweet gentlemen, having committed the premiffes to the 
preffe, and acquainting certaine learned and fine men with 
fome other of the commendatory letters and fonnets of M. 
Thorius and M. Chewt, there was fuch an efpeciall liking 
conceived of two other their writings, that I was finally 
entreated, or rather overtreated, to give them alfo their 
welcome in print ; as not the unfitteft lines that have bene 
publifhed to interteine lafie howers, or to employ drowfie 
eyes. Sometime in the braveft fhowes there is little per- 
formed ; and fometime a poore publicane may worke as 
great a worke of Supererogation as a proude Pharife. I am 
not the meeteft to blafe other mens armes, and they are 
beft furnifhed to be their owne tongues, that can fo well 
pleade for themfelves and their frendes. I can but recom- 
mende their learned exercife and mine own unlearned 
labour to your gentle acceptation. 


TO THE RIGHT WORSHIPFULL, MY VERY ASSURED 
FREND, M. DOCTOUR HARVEY, 


My filence thus long, good M. Doétour Harvey, was not 
occafioned either by forgetfulneffe or by negligence, but 
but rather for want both of convenient leafure and of fuf- 
ficient argument, being very unwilling to fpend time often 
in writing of unmateriall lines, or to trouble any efpeciall 
frend with reading them. Yet becaufe amitie is maintained 
by this looving kinde of intercourfe, and becaufe cuftome 
hath allowed that affection induced to expreffe a carefull 

30 
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memory of the continuance of frendfhip, by writing even 
upon fmall or no occafion, though the letter were figned with 
nothing elfe but, Si vales, bené eft, ego valeo, \eft longer 
filence might caufe me to incurre juft reprehenfion, and that 
you may receave fome flender token of my often thinking 
on you, I fend you enclofed three /tanzaes : though fimple 
‘n conceit, or other regard, yet were they equall to my good 
will, they would undoubtedly excell, and fhould be fome 
way futable to your right excellent giftes. If they pleafe, 
or not difpleafe, you, and may feeme worthy, or not alto- 
gither unworthy to ferve as foiles with my other fonnets, 
which you receaved before, to thofe much worthier verfes 
which you have of much happier poets then mifelfe, you 
may therein do your pleafure, whereto onely they are con- 
fecrated. Thus hoping that you are perfuaded of me, as of 
one affectionatly your owne to ufe and commaunde at your 
appointment, I leave you with my moft harty and humble 
recommendations. 
Oxford: the 3 of Auguft, 1593. 
Yours alwayes at commaunde, 
JOHN THORIUS. 


STANZAES. 


Among the Greekes, fweete Homers copious verfe 
Foregoing times to Fames fwrft winges commended : 
The Latins Virgils noble worke reherfe: 

Nor yet in thefe were auncient prayfes ended. 
Demofthens rich /tile thorough Greece was blazed, 
And Tullyes forcing toungue made Kkoome amazed. 
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Our moderne age to egall with the paffed, 
The \talian pleafing Mufe hath done her bef: 
The learned French pennes have them/felves furpaffed ; 
And worthy Englith wéttes have bannifht reft. 
Midft whom who not emblafon Harveys name, 
Wrong him, themfelves, and Englands growing fame, 
Veelding fond Nafh, thy glory fhalt not /taine, 
But rather fhalt encreafe thy prayfe hereby : 
Thy friendes shalt know thy judgement not fo vaine, 
But thou difcernes where true defert doth fly. 
And thy defert by Jo much shall feeme greater, 
Ly how much thou art knowne to know thy better. 
JOHN THORIUS. 


Sir, fuch a patheticall affe have I found deciphred in your 
moft learned and witty difcourfe of that poore creture, as | 
know will prove the eternall memorative of one M. Nath, 
yet I, by experience, have found more, that it is the nature 
of a true affe (to which affe peradventure this was dedicated) 
that a greene figge being handfomly tyed to his chappes, he 
no fooner fmelleth it, but he followes his nofe fo farre, that 
he {capeth fayre in uneeven ground, if he breaketh not his 
necke. And this note I would not but impart unto you, 
as a caveat worthy to be remembred amoneft other fecrets 
of that beaft; for doubtleffe your philofophicall affe will 
make alchimy upon it. I pray you difpofe of it at your 
beft pleafure. When any other fuch memorandum fortunes 
into my hand you thall fee it; and fo in haft recommending 
you.to your better Itudies,-I reft, Sir, 

at your fervice, 
AN: CE 
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THE ASSES FIGG, 


So long the Rhennish furie of thy braine, 
Incenft with hot fume of a fulliard chime, 
Lowd-lying Nash, in liquid termes did raine, 
Full of abfurdities, and of flaundrous ryme : 
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Styl me 
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So much ¢hy pot-je/ts, in a tapfter humour, 
(For that’s the quinteffence of thy Newgate Sashion) 
Thy toffepot majefty, and thy fame did rumour, 
In wondrous agonyes of an alehoufe paffion : 


So well thy wydemouth a, or thy otfterwhore phrafe 
(Vet gentry bragges her of thy lowfie degree) 
Aptly hath knowne thine armory to blafe 
In termes peculiar unto none but thee: 


Li 
: , ?- 
Gi y "A 


So foone five penniworth of thy grofer witt 
(Vet thou art witty as a woodcock would be) 
More then autenticall hath learwd to gett 
Thy Mufe intitled as it truly should be: 


And now fo neatly hath thy railing merit 
(I should have faid Ramme-ally meditations) 
Procur'd applaufe unto thy Clarret /pirit, 
And fack-fopt miferies of thy confutations : 


That now each ivy-buth weepes her teares mm ale: 
The fifh-wives commonwealth, alack ! forlorne, 
Moornes in finall drink, sharp, fingle, forvre, and fiale , 
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And thy \ong-booted gentry, ragged and torne, 
Wattles new petitions to the divels good grace, 
Although the laft, God knowes, gott little meede. 


But thow'lt to hell, when shiftes can have no place, 

Perhaps to hanging too, when time shall neede, 
Yet firft wilt ride, ratle, ryme me downe to hell! 

(Oh! but beware ftrange bugges at fuch a game) 

Ll have a trick to teach a goofe to fpell, 

FHlimfelfe an Affe, out-off his Affes name, 


AN. CH. 


FAINTLS. 
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A New Letter of 
NOPABLEE CONTENTS. 


With a ftraunge Sonet, intituled 


GORGON, 


Or the wonderfull yeare. 


HOON De OFN 


Printed by Iohn Wolfe, 
1593. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


Ir we are to believe Nash, when he published his ‘“ Christ’s Tears 
over Jerusalem” in 1593, he was desirous of becoming friends 
with Gabriel Harvey, and even of apologising for the ridicule 
with which he had treated him in his “ Strange News” of 1592. 
We see no reason why such expressions as the following should 
not only have been rejected by Harvey, but apparently taken 
as a renewed offence: “ Nothing is there so much in my 
vows as to be at peace with all men, and make submissive 
amends where I have most displeased” (Address to the Reader 
before ‘‘ Christ’s Tears over Jerusalem”, 4to, 1595). Harvey 
doubted whether Nash really intended to make amends, or 
whether the offer were not a device to throw him off his guard, 
and then to assail him with fresh vigour. Harvey accord- 
ingly published the small tract in the hands of the reader, 
and plainly tells us, several times over, that he more than mis- 
trusted, he absolutely distrusted, his adversary’s professions of an 
amicable spirit, calling his “ Christ’s Tears” the tears of the cro- 
codile and of the onion, and directing attention to the lawless life 
Nash was still leading in proof of the fitness of caution. 

The consequence was that the breach was widened : the ene- 
mies became more inimical; and, unless there were something 
behind, not now known, we must pronounce that Harvey was in- 
fluenced by a revengeful and implacable spirit. It seems as if 
Nash might have abused him in the coarsest terms, and imputed 


a 
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all sorts of offences to him without augmenting Harvey’s ani- 
mosity ; but Harvey could not forgive the witty ridicule with 
which Nash had assailed him, and had made him the laughing 
stock of the Universities, and of all who in London took an inte- 
rest in literary controversy. 

As Harvey was not to be propitiated by the desire expressed 
sn “ Christ’s Tears” of 1593, Nash withdrew as many copies of it 
as he could from circulation, (being farther incited by Harvey's 
self-conceit as regards “ Pierce’s Supererogation” and ‘‘ Nash’s 
S. Fame’) and, suppressing his vain offer of amends, placed 
before the work, and with the date of 1594, a long and important 
Hpistle, mainly devoted to the topic of the controversy, but 
also adverting to his “ Life of Jack Wilton’, and to other 
curious points illustrative of early authorship. We directed 
attention to this Epistle some thirty or forty years ago, nobody 
until then being aware of the singular difference between the 
two copies of “ Christ’s Tears” in 1593 and 1594. We do not 
hesitate to assert that a more interesting literary production of 
that period does not exist in our language, although it has 
attracted comparatively little attention ; and we here print it en- 
tire, because it belongs most especially to the “flyting’’ between 
Nash and Harvey. It is the only part of Nash’s religious pro- 
duction that is worth our particular attention, and as we do not 
propose to reprint the work itself, we here subjoin the preli- 
minary Epistle, which is addressed, 

“To the Reader. 

‘Gentlemen, my former Epistle unto you in this place began 
with Nil nisi flere libet: now must I of necessitie alter that posie 
and transpose my complaint to a new tune of Ilendus amor meus 
est, The love or pitie I shewed towards mine enemie, of all my ill 


fortunes, hath most confounded me. The onely refuge which for 
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my abused innocencie is left me, is to take unto me the Acade- 
micks opinion, who absolutely conclude that nothing is to be 
affirmed. Kings and Emperours, that by the Popes curse have 
beene terrified from warres they intended, have termed religion 
the mother of cowardise, resolutions manacles, honours miserie. 
Religion or conscience hath made me sacrifice my zealous wit to 
simplicitie, and my devout pen to reprochfull penitence. 

“The druggers at Venice, to approve their Mithridate to the 
phisitions, take spiders and eate them: so I, to approve the 
Mithridate of my new divinitie to the special phisitions of our 
soules here in England, determined with my selfe to digest a 
spider; that is, swallow all the injuries to my credit, how bane- 
full soever, and embrace sweete peace. Cleane contrarie to my 
expectation it hath fallen out, for treason was shrowded under 
termes of truce: whereas I thought to make for my foe a bridge 
of golde, or faire words, to flie by, he hath used it as a high way 
to invade me. Hoc pia lingua dedit: this it is to deale plainly. 
An extreme gull he is in this age, and no better, that beleeves a 
man for his swearing. Impious Gabriell Harvey, the vowed ene- 
mie to all vowes and protestations, plucking on with a slavish 
privat submission a generall publike reconciliation, hath with a 
cunning ambuscado of confiscated idle othes welneare betrayed 
me to infamie eternall (his owne proper chaire of torment in 
hell). I can say no more, but the devill and he be no men of 
their words. 

‘“‘ Many courses there be, as Machiavell inspiredly sets downe, 
which in them selves seeme singular and vertuous, but if a man 
follow them they wilbe his utter subversion: others that seeme 
absurd, odious, and vitious, that well looked into will breede him 
most ease. This course of shaking hands with Harvey seemd at 


first most plausible and commendable, and the rather because I 
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desired to conforme my selfe to the holy subject of my booke ; 
but afterwards (being by his malice perverted) it seemd most de- 
generate and abject. Henceforth, with the forenamed Machiavel, 
for an unprofitable principle I will hold it, that he is utterly un- 
done which seekes by new good turnes to roote out old grudges. 
A proverbe it is as stale as sea-biefe, save a thief from the gallows, 
and hee’le be the first to shew thee the way to Saint Gilesesse. 
Harvey I manifestly saved from the knot under the eare : verily, 
he had hanged him selfe had I gone forward in my vengeaunce ; 
but I know not how, upon his prostrate intreatie, I was content 
to give him a short psalme of mercie: nowe, for repriving him 
when he was ripe for execution, thus he requites me. 

“ Sixe and thirtie sheets of mustard-pot paper since that hath he 
published against me; wherein, like a drunken begger, he hath 
rayled most grossely, and imitated the rascally phrase of sunne- 
burnt rogues in the field. Was never Whore of Babylon so be- 
trapt with abhominations as his stile (like the dog-house in the 
fields) is pestred with stinking filth. His vaineglorie (which 
some take to be his gentlewoman) he hath new painted over an 
inch thicke. Some few crummes of my booke he hath confuted: 
all the rest of his invention is nothing but an oxe with a pudding 
in his bellie, not fit for any thing els, save only to feast the dull 
eares of ironmongers, ploughmen, carpenters, and porters. Maister 
Lillie, poore deceassed Kit Marlow, reverant Doctor Perne, with 
a hundred other quiet senslesse carkasses before the conquest de- 
parted, in the same worke he hath most notoriously and vilely 
dealt with; and to conclude, he hath proved himself to be the 
only Gabriel Grave-digger under heaven. 

“Thrice more convenient time I wil picke out to stretch him 
forth limbe by limbe on the racke, and a field, as large as Achilles 


race, to baite him to death with darts according to the custome 
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of bayting buls in Spaine. Never more let him looke to quench 
wilde fire with milke, or mitigate the matter with milde termes, 
for Licya in times past was not one halfe so afflicted with the fires 
of Chimera as hee will be with the thunder and lightning of some 
mens furie up in armes. I speake not of my selfe so much as of 
foraine preparations, that are whetting their pens to pricke him 
to death. 

“Excuse me, gentlemen, though I be obstinately bent in this 
quarrel, for I have tried all wayes with mine adversary. Here- 
tofore I was like a tyrant, which knowes not whether it is better 
to be feared or loved of his subjects : first, I put my feare in prac- 
tise, and that housed him for a while: next, into my love and 
favour I received him, and that puft him up with such arrogance, 
that he thought him selfe a better man then his maister, and was 
ready to justle me out of all the reputation I had. Let him trust 
to it, He hamper him, like a jade as he is, for this geare, and ride 
him with a snafle up and downe the whole realme. But because 
here I have shewed my selfe in divinitie, of divers great divines 
I askt counsell, and made it a matter of conscience, whether it 
were lawfull to rap a foole with his owne bable, and teach him to 
know himselfe ; and they expressly certified me, it was everie waie 
as allowable as the punishing malefactors and offenders. Indeede, 
I have heard there are mad men whipt in Bedlam, and lazie 
vagabonds in Bridewell; wherfore me seemeth there should be 
no more difference betwixt the displing of this vaine Braggadochio, 
then the whipping of a mad man or a vagabond. 

“ Leave we him till his fatall houre call for him, and let us cast 
about to some more necessarie matter. I am informed there be 
some busie wits abrode, that seeke in my Jacke Wilton to ana- 
grammatize the name of Wittenberge to one of the Universities 


of England; that scorne to be counted honest, plaine meaning 


= - —EE ex ' TE, = 4 hen 55, oe 
5 ai witty Ae : tho pir ar PP acacia SS ww 


‘ 


. 
) 
. 
i 
. 
' 


al INTRODUCTION. 


men, like their neighbours, for not so much as out of mutton and 
potage, but they w: ‘Il construe a meaning of kings and princes. 
Let one but name bread, but they will interpret it the town of 
Bredau in the Low Countreyes: if of beere he talkes, then straight 
he mockes the countie Beroune in Fraunce. If of foule weather 
or a shower of raine, he hath relation to some that shall raigne 
next. Infinite number of these phanatical strange hierogliphicks 
have their new decipherers framed to them selves, and stretcht 
words on the tenter hooks so miserably, that a man were as good, 
considering everie circumstance, write on cheverell as on paper. 
For my part, Iw ould wish them not to deceive themselves with 
the spirit of inspiration without proofe, or confound logicke by 
making no difference betwixt probabile and manifeste verum. Yet 
neither do I grant them any right probabile, but a peece of a lame 
likelihood; as much as if one should thus argue: such two men 
are alike, for the one hath a scar on his foot and the other in his 
face. It was not without cause that Lucilius, in Tullies second 
booke, De Oratore, wisht to be blest from two sorts of readers, to 
wit, the too learned and the too ignorant; for the one will cast be- 
yond the moone in imaginations upon wor des, and the other will 
searce understand common sense. 

“This I will mildly say to them that have entertained this mis- 
take: if there be annie thing they may justly take offence at, and 
wherein to the full I cannot privatly satisfie them, I crave no de- 
lay of the sentence of detraction and infamie. If in this Epistle 
I should rip up and canvasse blind cavils, some light brains would 
imagine | went about to get new fame to their disgrace. A num- 
ber of excellent wel conceipted learned men in that Universitie 
there be whom I love and honour with my hart, and unto whom 
I would sooner commit my selfe to be censured then to all the 


world besides. Had I the least suspition or inkling, this ignoml- 
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nious ill opinion were setled in their conceipts, nothing should 
stay me from running my countrie. Even the meanest and basest, 
whatsoere hee be, that is once admitted and matriculated amongst 
them, I desire to be thought favourably of. Onely the bloud of 
the Harveys put by, who, if they should once grow into the least 
hking of me, I would sinfully loth my selfe while I lived: but for 
a mans very name, in the way of praise, to come ina noted fooles 
mouth is an utter blemish to him and to his heires. I warrant the 
heralds wil give him such an item in his arms for it, as he shall 
never claw off. 

“Grave, learned, curtuous gentlemen, in a word I wil end with 
you: I had no allusion in sentence, word, or sillable unto anie of 
you when I writ the entertainment at Wittenberge, and let so 
much suffise to your contentment. 

“What talke I so long of Jacke Wilton? I may tell you he 
hath but a sleight wringing by the eares, in comparison of the 
heavie pennance my poore Teares have endured to turne them 
cleane into tares: there be that have laboured, and have got salt 
catars in their throats with vehement railing upon it. The plod- 
dinger sort of unlearned Zoilists about London exclaim that it is 
a puft-up stile, and full of prophane eloquence: others object 
unto me the multitude of my boystrous compound wordes, and 
the often coyning of Italionate verbes, which end all in Ze, as 


mummianize, tympanize, tirannize. To the first array of my 


clumperton antagonists this I answer—that my stile is no other- 
wise puft up, then any mans should be which writes with any 
spirite ; and whom would not such a devine subject put a high 
ravishte spirite into? For the prophanenesse of my eloquence, 
so they may tearme the eloquence of Sainct Austin, Jerome, 
Chrysostome, prophane, since none of them but takes unto him 
faire more liberty of tropes, figures, and metaphors, and alleade- 


ing heathen examples and histories. 
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“To the second rancke of reprehenders, that complain of my 
boystrous compound wordes, and ending my Italionate coyned 
verbes all in ize, thus I replie: that no winde that blowes strong 
but is boystrous, no speech or wordes, of any power or force to 
confute or persuade, but must be swelling and boystrous. For 
the compounding of my wordes, therein I imitate rich men, who, 
having gathered store of white single money together, convert a 
number of those small little scutes into great peeces of gold, such 
as double pistols and Portugues. ur English tongue, of all 
languages, most swarmeth with the single money of monasillabies, 
which are the onely scandal of it. Bookes written in them, and 
no other, seeme like shop-keepers boxes, that contain nothing else 
save halfe-pence, three farthings and two-pences. Therefore, 
what did me I, but having a huge heape of those worthelesse 
shreds of small English in my pia mater’s purse, to make the 
royaller shew with them to mens eyes, had them to the com- 
pounders immediately, and exchanged them foure into one, and 
others into more, according to the Greek, French, Spanish, and 
Italian. 

‘“¢ Come, my maisters, enure your mouths to it, and never trust 
me, but when you have tride the commodity of carrying much in a 
small roome, you will, like the apothecaries, use more compounds 
then simples, and graft wordes as men do their trees, to make 
them more fruitfull. My ubraided Italionate verbes are the least 
crime of a thousand, since they are growne in generall request 
with every good poet. 

‘Besides, they carrie farre more state with them then any other, 
and are not halfe so harsh in their desinence as the old hobling 
English verbes ending in 7: they expresse more then any other 
verbes whatsoever, and that substantives would be quite barraine 


of verbs, but for that ending. This word mummianizd, in the 


RON UR aay. eee 


INTRODUCTION. be 


beginning of my first Epistle, is shrewdly called in question, for 
no other reason, that I can conceive, but that his true derivative, 
which is mwmmy, is somewhat obscure also: to phisitions and 
their confectioners it is as familiar as mumchance among pages, 
being nothing else but mans flesh long buried and broyled in the 
burning sands of Arabia. Hereupon I have taken up this phrase 
of Jerusalems mummianized earth manured with mans flesh. Ex- 
presse who can the same substance so briefly in any other word 
but that. A man may murder any thing if hee list in the mouth- 
ing, and grinde it to powder eatempore betwixt a huge paire of 
jawes, but let a quest of calme censors goe upon it betwixt the 
houres of sixe and seaven in the morning, and they will, in their 
grave wisdoms, subscribe to it as tollerable and significant. 

‘* Madde heads over a dish of stewd prunes are terrible mockers : 
0, but the other pint of wine cuts the throat of Spencer and everie 
body! To them I descend by the degrees of Apologie, who con- 
demne me all to vineger for my bitternesse. It will be some of 
their destinies to carrie the vineger bottle ere they die, for being 
so desperate in prejudice. No more adoe! but if they wilbe good 
costerd-mungers or vintners, they must make choise of such fruit 
and wine, which is sweetly sowr and pleasantly sharp. The bee 
is a creature not so bigge as a wart with thorough hairs on an 
old wives chin, yet he is priviledged, in so much as he is free of 
Honny Lane, to bestir him with his sting as ordinarily as a ser- 
geant with his mace. Then, wherefore should they hate us for 
our sting, that bring forth honny as well as they? 

“Singular happie are those that are acquainted with the true 
mixture of Alchimists musicall gold, and can, with Platoes Gor- 
gias, prove unrighteousnesse true godlinesse with a breath: they 
shall be provided for sumptuously when sooth and verity may 
walke melancholy in Marke Lane. Wise was Saint Thomas, that 
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chose rather to go preach to the Indians then his owne countrey 
men. There he might be sure to have gold enough: here is 
none. Some write he was slaine at Malagua, a province of that 
countrey: it is better to be slaine abroad, then live at home 
without money. 

“Have at you, backbiters with a bargaine! Raile upon me 
till your tongues rotte; short cut and long taile, for groats a 
peece every quarter! Mince me betwixt your teeth as small as 
oatmeale, I care not, so I have crownes for your scofs. Without 
paying me any tribute, as it seemes, you spare not to doe it; but 
the best is, bring you as many needles as you will, I have load- 
stones to touch them. There is a mountaine in Cyrenaica, conse- 
erated to the south-wind, which if it be toucht with a mans hand 
there arise exceeding boystrous blastes that tosse and turmoile 
the sands like waves of the sea. As great a miracle as that in 
me is experienst; for let me but touch a peece of paper, there 
arise such stormes and tempestes about my eares as 1s admirable. 
Even of sands and artificiall bubbles they will make hideous 
waves and dangerous quicke-sands. 

“This is my last will and testament: those that tosse at me, 
Tle tosse at them againe, if I can; alwayes provided it bee not at 
tennice-play of pots and cups, like the Centaurs feast. Divinity 
is the groundworke of my booke : no more herein will I doe, then 
rewell, Paules Church- 


shall have his ground from Divinity 
yard, till I see thee next, which shall not be long. 
“THO. NAsHE.”’ 

We only know of the existence of a single copy of ‘‘ Christ’s 
Tears over Jerusalem” dated 1598, and of two copies of it in 
1594; but one of these, if we are not mistaken, (we have not 
seen it for thirty years) does not contain the preceding Hpistle. 
It is fortunate, therefore, that we made a transcript of it from the 
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other copy of 1594, and from that transcript we have here printed 
it: as, however, no bibliographer has ever given the titlepage of 
the edition of 1593 quite correctly, we subjoin it. 

“ Christ’s Teares over Jerusalem. Whereunto is annexed a 


comparative admonition to London. A Jove Musa. By Tho. 


Nashe.— At London, Printed by James Roberts, and are to be 
solde by Andrewe Wise at his shop in Paules Church-yard at 
the signe of the Angel. Anno 1593.” 

Our next tract, belonging to the controversy, will be Harvey’s 
 Pierces Supererogation, or a new Praise of the old Ass’, 4to, 
1593; but since it occupies, as Nash tells us, “ thirty-six sheets 
of mustard-pot paper’’, we may have to call upon our readers for 
the exercise of an unusual degree of patience: in the meantime, 
if necessary, we shall fill the interval with other productions by 
celebrated authors of the period. 
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Zo my loving Friend Fohn Wolfe, 
Printer to the Crttee. 


Rk. Wolfe, Good Newes was ever a welcome gueft unto 

me, and you do well, in the current of your bufineffe, 
to remember the Italian proverbe, Good Tidings would be 
difpatched to ride poft, as Ill Tidings may have good 
leave to be a footeman. The nimbleft bee is a flowworme 
in expeditions of importance, or congratulation; and the 
dulleft fnaile the meeteft ambaffadour to be employed in 
meffages of damage or condolement. You have lately (as 
appeareth by your Indices of fickneffe, and fo many other 
novels) very tidely playde the bees part; and fo continue 
as you love me, or your felfe; unto whom I wifh a rich 
hive and many hony-moones. 

Since I receaved Parthenophel, Shores Wife and the 
Articles of Accorde or Truce in France (for which I ren- 
der you as many thankes as there be Articles) I have now 
alfo this inftant of September perufed your queint and 
cunning Difcourfe of Remon/trances to the Duke de Maine ; 
with that other new-new pamflet of the late Turkith affiege 
of Syffeck in Croatia, the old Liburnia, famous for fervice- 
able fhippes; and take no leffe pleafure in the founde 
Declaration of the plaine Germane, a credible hiftorio- 
grapher, then delight in the fly information of the fine 
French, a glicking remembrancer. It is not the externall, 
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but the internall forme (call it the pith, or the marrow, or 
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the life-bloud, or what you lift) that edifieth; and un- 
doubtedly the Chriftian world hath pregnant caufe to 
proftrate the ferventeft zeale of their devotions to his 
Almighty Majefty that hath brought France and Croatia 
to thofe termes of truce and triumph: a happy truce, if a 
happy truce, and an honorable triumph, if durable. I fay 
if and if, becaufe I have knowne many a truce like fcam- 
mony, that weakeneth the liver, or caflia that enfeebleth the 
raines, or agarick that overthroweth the ftomacke that muft 
worke the feate. And who hath not, either by experience, 
or by heare-fay, or by reading, knowne many a triumph 
like fena that breedeth winde, or rubarbe that dryeth over- 
much, or euforbium that inflameth the whole body that 
muft {trike the ftroake ? 

Take away that overthrowing, or weakening property 
from truce, and truce may be divine fcammony, caffia or 
agaricke to purge noyfome and rebellious humours. Cor- 
rect that ventofitie or inflammation that accompanieth 
triumph, and lo! the gallanteft phifique that nature hath 
affourded, witt devifed, or magnanimity practifed to abate 
the pride of the enemy and to redouble the courage of the 
frende. No tobacco, or panacea fo mightily vertuous as 
that phyfique. Oh! that it might be fucha phyfique in 
Croatia, in Hungary, in Almany, in the whole Chriftian 
world! Jmmenfum calcar gloria: the golden {purre of the 
brave Grecian, and the worthy Romane. Pollicie is polli- 
tique, and will not eafely be coofened with the mufke of 
the perfumer, though mufke be a {weet curtefan ; or allured 
with the fugar and hony of the cooke, though fugar and 
hony be dainty hypocrites; or enveigled with the gold- 
leaves of the goldfmith, though gold leaves be eloquent 
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and bewitching oratours; or deluded, that is, betrayed 
with any coolerable counterfefance, howfoever fmoothly 
enticing or glorioufly pretending. Private medicines are 
often adulterate; but publique medicines will admit no 
fophiftication, and pollicy muft be well advifed before it 
{wallow downe the gilded pilles of flattering pretext. 
Fraunce hath bene taught to be cautelous in truce, 
which hath eftfoones fucked the fweetneffe of a Judas 
kiffe ; and Croatia may learne to be provident in triumph, 
which hath often fealt the joyfulneffe of a Sampfons poft. 
Neither Fraunce can be too jelous, or Croatia too preft, 
nor Hungary too fierce, nor Almany too hardy, nor any 
nation too circumfpect that is beleaguered with fuch puif- 
fant and obftinate foes. The houfe of Guife hath long 
hawked and practifed for a great crowne: the Duke of 
Maine hath chopped upon a main-chance: opportunity is 
a marvelous warriour : the King of Spaine a mighty enciay« 
the Pope an unreconcilable adverfary to a Proteftant 
prince: the Turke a horrible foe to Chriftian ftates, and 
not to be daunted or difmayed with two or three petty 
foiles. Petty foiles incenfe choler and enrage fury, not 
allay courage or difarme power. Were not a man a man 
in himfelfe, and God above all, alas! what fecurity ine a 
fallible truce, or what repofe in a momentany triumph ? 
Yet every truce is refpectively wellcome, and every triumph 
a pageant of manfull valour, and a jubile of divine favour. 
For my poore part (a single intereft in fo great affaires) 
Iam as affectionately glad to find victory on the better 
fide, as I have often bene compaffionately forry (or, fhall I 
fay, f{tomachoufly angry?) to read how pitteoufly the Chrif- 
tian hoaft hath bene beaten by the Turkifh army, a brave 
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army, but Turkith ; whofe puiffance hath long bene, and 
ftill is, the difhonour of Chriftendome, and whofe empire 
cannot waxeaccording to theirafpiring defeigné, but Chriftes 
kingdome muft wane according to fome lamentable exam- 
ples. Surely the Onely-wife (for whofoever is comparatively 
wife, He is abfolutely wife) ordaineth all for the beft, and 
they perifh for, or through, their owne folly that perifh. 
Homer in humanity hath affirmed it, and the Bible in divi- 
nity hath confirmed it. Howbeit, true wifdome is valiant in 
adverfity, and right valiancy wife in profperity : both ever 
like themfelves, and unlike the puffes and bubbles of the 
world that know how to difguife or afflict, but not how to 
redreffe or solace themfelves. Hope never difpaireth ; and 
no such refolution as the refolution of Faith: a vertue of 
more wonderfull emproovement by thoufandes then the 
moft miraculous graine of muftard-feede, or whatfoever 
Nature ingendreth, art frameth, or exercife atchieveth moft 
powerable. Zeale hath bene, and may be, a marvellous 
conquerour, even beyond the braveft confidence or fierceft 
fury ; and Faith was ever the wonder of wonders where 
it was. 

Chrift favoureth a ftout and invincible conftancy in any 
cood caufe (maugre the maineft forces or futtleft policies 
of Mahomet or the Divell); he will finally make them vic- 
torious with triumphes and joy and trophyes of honour 
that fight his battailes with the hart of zeale and the hand 
of courage. Who honoureth not the glorious memory, and 
the very name of the renowned Lepanto, the monument of 
Don John of Auftria, the fecurity of the Venetian ftate, the 
Halleluia of Chriftendome and the Welaway of Turky? 
Chrift bleffe his ftandard bearers with many Lepantos and 
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Syffecks, and make his militant Church an hoaft trium- 
phant ! 

It hath often been the meditation of One that, with a 
politique and divine analyfis, hath looked into the suc- 
ceffive proceedings and fatall overthrowes of tyrannies: if 
Mahomet and his Alcoran cannot ftand, but Christ and his 
Evangely muft fall, when the great Turke, continually en- 
croaching (according to his graund intendiments and ambi- 
tious defeigne) is bufieft in his hoateft harveft of engrofing 
and coheaping kingdomes, and, with a moft greedy appetite 
runneth-headlong to devoure the Chriftian world at a bit : 
Lord have mercy upon thee, 6 “ttle-little Turke! Pride 
may exalt his hawty prefumptions, and proweffe advaunce 
his terrible bravery ; but there is a God in heaven, and they 
cannot laugh long that make the Divell laugh and Chrift 
weepe. Meane-while it were pitty Syffeck should want the 
glory of fuch an immortall memoriall, as fome noble and 
royall witts have beftowed upon the ever-renowned Lepanto. 
Excellent vertue, for a due reward deferveth excellent hon- 
our, and brave valour for worthy imitation would be bravely 
extolled. As Orpheus glorified Jafon, Homer Achilles, 
Virgill Aeneas, Ariofto Charlemaine, Taffo Godfrey of Bol- 
len, and fo forth. Efpecially in fuch an encountring and 
furprifing time as muft either floorifh like the palme of the 
mountaine, or fade like the lilly of the valley. 

You know I am not very prodigall of my difcourfe with 
every one, but I know unto whom I write; and he that hath 
read and heard fo many Florentine Difcourfes as you have 
done may the better difcerne what is what; and he that 
publifheth fo many books to the world as you do may frame 
himfelfe a private and publique ufe of fuch conference. Few 
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they are that are qualified to furpaffe or equall thofe fingu- 
lar prefidents, but they few would be retained with a golden 
fee, or interteined with filver curtefie. Somé I know in 
Cambridge, fome in Oxford, fome in London, fome elfe- 
where, died in the pureft graine of art and exercife ; but 
few in either, and not many in all, that undoubtedly can 
do excellently well, exceedingly well: and were they tho- 
roughly employed according to the poffibility of their learn- 
ing and induftry, who can tell what comparifon this tongue 
might wage with the moft floorifhing languages of Europe, 
or what an ineftimable crop of moft noble and foveraine 
fruite the hand of art and the fpirite of emulation might 
reape in a rich and honourable field? Is not the profe of 
Sir Philip Sydney, in his fweet Arcadia, the embrodery of 
finest art and daintieft witt? Or is not the verfe of M. 
Spencer, in his brave Faery Queene, the virginall of the 
divinest Mufes and gentleft Graces? Both delicate writers; 
alwayes gallant, often brave, continually delectable, fome- 
times admirable! What fweeter taft of Suada then the 
profe of the one, or what pleafanter relifh of the Mufes then 
the verfe of the other? Sir John Cheekes stile was the 
honey-bee of Plato, and M. Aschams period the fyren of 
Isocrates: his and his breath the balme and spicknard of 
the delightfulleft Tempe. 

You may geffe whofe meter I would intitle the harpe of 
Orpheus, or the dulcimers of Sappho; and which of the 
golden rivers floweth more currently then the filver streame 
of the Englifh Ariofto? Oh! that we had fuch an Enelifh 
Taffo! And oh! that the worthy Du Bartas were fo en- 
denifoned! The fky-coloured Mufe beft commendeth her 
owne heavenly harmony; and who hath sufficiently prayfed 
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the hyacinthine and azure die but itfelfe 2? What colours of 
aftonifhing rhetorique, or ravifhing poetry more deeply en- 
grained then fome of his amazing devifes, the fine dittyes 
of an other Petrarch, or the fweet charmes of pure enchant- 
ment. What Dia-margariton or Dia-ambre fo comfortative 
or cordiall, as her Evectuary of Gemmes (for though the furi- 
ous tragedy Antontus be a bloudy chaire of eftate, yet the 
divine Di/courfe of Life and Death is a reftorative Elec- 
tuary of Gemmes) whom I do not exprefly name, not be- 
caufe 1 do not honour her with my hart, but becaufe I 
would not difhonour her with my pen, whom I admire, and 
cannot blafon enough. Some other paragons of bewte- 
fulleft eloquence and mirrours of brighteft witt, not fo 
much for brevities fake as for like honours fake, I over- 
{kip, whofe onely imperfection is that they are touched with 
no imperfection. 

Yet hope is a tranfcendent, and will not eafily be im- 
prifoned cr impounded in any predicament of auntient or 
moderne perfection, which it may honour with due reve- 
rence, but will not ferve with bafe homage. Excellency 
hath in all ages affected fingularity ; and ambition how 
impetuously buckled for the mastery? And albeit witt 
have a quicke fent that wil not be coofened, and judge- 
ment a fharpe eye that cannot be bleared (the morning 
{ftarre of difcretion and the evening ftarre of experience 
have a deepe infight in the merites of every cause), yet ftill 
hope hath reafon to continue hope, and is a white angell 
fent from heaven, as well to enkindle vigorous zeale as to 
awaken lafie flougth. A wan or windy hope is a noteable 
breake-necke unto itfelfe; but the grounded and winged 
hope, which I fomeway perceive in a few other, no way 
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conceive in mifelfe, is the afcending fcale and milk-way to 
heavenly excellency. When I bethink me of any fingular 
or important effect, I am prefently drawne into a considera- 
tion of the caufe, and deeme it a childifh vanity to dreame 
of the end without the meanes. The prompt and pliant 
nature is the dawning of the crimfen morning, the right art 
as fine a workeman as Dedalus, and as nimble a planet as 
Mercury : afpiring imitation may climbe high : how oft hath 
emulation won the golden fpurres, and runne his victorious | 
race, like the fhining fun in his resplendifhing charriot ? 
Pregnant and inceffant exercife hatcheth miracles. Practife 
was ever a curious platformer of rare and queint heroickes 5 
and is it not stil poffible for practife to devife as exquifite 
patternes as ever were invented, and even to contrive new 
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idees of fingularity? The encounter of vertue is honor- 
able, and what more commendable then the conflict of art ? 
It is onely that divine hope, embellithed with thofe orna- 
ments of {kill, and infpired with thofe bleffings of heaven, 
that must excell itfelfe, and advaunce the worthieft valour 
that ever atchieved heroicall exploits, or levyed Argouant- 
icall prizes by land or sea. Peercleffe wittes may hourd-up 
the precious treafure of their invention, and ftore-up the 
gorgeous furniture of their eloquence, till proweffe hath ac- 
complifhed mightier wonders upon earth. At this prefent, 
what can admiration finde either more refolute for courage, 
or more puiffant for valour, or more honorable for succeffe, 
or more wonderfull for imitation, then the {mall bandes of 
the brave Rupertus againft the Turke, or the little troupes 
of the braver French King againft his domefticall and for- 
ren enemyes ? 

I might fay more were the place fit; but what written 
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token fhall I returne for fo many printed tokens? One 
hand wafheth an other, and it apperteineth unto him that 
taketh fomething to give fomething. I am reafonably fur- 
nifhed with choice of other ftoare at this inftant ; but I will 
not accloy you attonce ; and my leaft but neweft trifle (for 
that is the meeteft name) shall ferve in fupply of a fmall 
requitall for your greater newes. I terme it a trifle for the 
manner, though the matter be, in my conceit, superexcel- 
lent, in the opinion of the world moft admirable, for private 
confideration very notable, for publique ufe paffing memor- 
able, for a point or two exceeding monftrous. And that is 
the very difgrace of the Sonnet, that the ftile nothing coun- 
tervaileth the fubject, but debafeth a ftrange body with vul- 
gar attire, and difguifeth a fuperlative text with a pofitive 
gloffe. As it is, it is your owne to dispofe, or cancell at 
pleafure: and albeit the writer promife nothing (for pro- 
mife he accounteth an obligation), yet if he fortune to fur- 
prife you with a forry amendes, let it not be unwellcome 
that commeth in the name of good will, and fuch a good 
will as is leffe affraide of the plague then of unthankefulneffe. 
He that is defirous with the firft to be continually made 
acquainted with your publique intelligences, from, or of 
whatfoever kingdomes or ftates, will have a mutuall regard 
of frendly correfpondence by fome returne of private novels, 
or other recompense, as any his vacation yeeldeth leyfure, 
or any his opportunity prefenteth occafion. 

Touching his prefent exercifes, or other actions, you 
know enough that know why the affe fleepeth and the fox 
winketh. Or recall to minde our {weet table-philofophy of 
the fordead libbard, a very gentle and filent creature, and 
you neede no other inckling. Paradventure, fome-body may 
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finde that the rougheft and awkeft things are not so cum- 
berfome to other, as they may proove irkfome to them- 
elves. There is a learned kinde of feare that preventeth 
many mifchiefes ; and they are judicioufly wife (howfoever 
valiant, rich, or powerable) that dare not ufe other other- 
wife then themfelves would be ufed. Men may ftand upon 
braving termes, and puffe up their owne fwelling veynes, 
but when wilfulneffe is in the tide, difcretion is in the ebbe. 
Some have repented them no leffe then fower and twenty 
houers in a day and a night for one froward word. Suerly 
a man were better fhift his footing then ftand stifly in his 
owne light ; and who would not rather fay to his tongue, 
Tongue thou art a lyer, or to his penne, Penne thou art a 
foole, then undooe himfelfe utterly, and fhame himfelfe 
everlaftingly. You might heare of the new fveaty or 
Motive, and it is not the firft time that I have discovered 
a broode of witts, like the famous well in Idumea, whofe 
water one quarter of the yeare was muddy as the muddieft 
kennell, another quarter as bloudyas the bloudieft flaughter- 
houfe, the third as greene as the greeneft graffe, the fourth 
as cleere as the cleerest conduict. 

Every exchaunge for the better doth well; and it is a good 
fign when pudied waters grow cleere, if they grow cleere, and 
difordered wittes become tractable, if they become tractable. 
Have they notcaufe to doubt that knowthevariable nature of 
that Syrian well,and havefeen fo many dogged things returne 
to their vomit? A good bargaine and a gentle offer would 
not bee refufed ; but he that confidereth the fittes of Aprill 
and the panges of September, hath reafon for a demurrer ; 
and he that hath feene as lunatique creatures as the moone 
must be pardoned, though he fuffer not himfelfe to be 
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coofened with the legerdemaine of a jugling convert. Did 
I never tell you of a graver man that wore a privy coate of 
interchaungeable colours, and for the art of revolting, or 
recanting, might read a lecture to any retrograde planet in 
heaven or earth? Is it not poffible for a wilde affe, of a 
fugitive and renegate difpofition, in fuch a point to refemble 
the tameft foxe? Orare not bookes with unftayed readers 
and running heads like unto thofe wondrous waters that, 
being dronke of birdes, as Theophraftus reporteth, or of 
fheepe, as Seneca writeth, chaunged them from white to 
blacke and from blacke to white ? 

After a fterne and ruthfull tragedy, solemnly acted, who 
deeplyer plunged in fober and melancholy dumpes then 
fome good fellowes, that from a pleafant and wantoncomedy, 
lively played, returne as merry as a criket, and as light as 
a feather? When the fweet youth haunted Aretine and 
Rablays, the two monftrous wittes of their languages, who 
fo fhaken with the furious feavers of the one, or fo attainted 
with the French pockes of the other ? Now, he hath a little 
mufed upon the /unerall Teares of Mary Magdalen, and 
is egged-on to try the suppleneffe of his patheticall veine, 
in weeping the compaffionatift and divinelt 7eares that ever 
heavenly eye rained upon earth. Jefu! what a new worke 
of Supererogation have they atchieved! Riotous vanitie 
was wont to roote fo deeply that it could hardly be un- 
rooted; and where reckleffe impudency taketh poffeffion, 
it ufeth not very haftily to be difpoffeffed. I was faying, 
What fay you toa fpring of the rankeft villany in February, 
and a harvett of the ripeft divinity in May? May they not 
furceafe to wonder, that wonder how Machiavell can teach 


a Prince to be, and not to be, religious ? 
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An other queftion or two of fharper edge were at my 
tounges end; but what fhould we hereafter talke any- 
more of paradoxes or impoffibilities, when he that penned 
the moft defperate and abominable pamflet of Straunge 
Newes, and disgorged his ftomacke of as poifonous ran- 
cour aS ever was vomited in print, within few moneths is 
won, or charmed, or inchaunted (or what metamorphosis 
fhould I terme it) to aftonifh carnall mindes with fpirituall 
meditations upon one of the moft facred and godfull argu- 
ments, that the holyeft devotion could admire in the pro- 
foundeft trance of rapt feraphicall zeale ? 

I will not ftay to marvell at the miracles of predominant 
caufes: the Holy-ghoft is an omnipotent spirite that can 
mollifie the flyntyeft minde, and breath a foule of heaven 
into a hart of hell. If unfaynedly he has ftripped-of the 
fnakes fkinne, and put-on the new man, as he devoutly 
pretendeth, let him be conftant, and not blafpheme his 
moft reverend Saviour with counterfait teares : if he playeth 
at faft and loofe (as is vehemently fufpected by ftrong pre- 
fumptions) whom fhall he cunnycatch or crosbite but his 
caft-away felfe, as holly as a holly-hock? But, I thanke 
God, I have fome-thing elfe to difpute ; and if young Apu- 
leius be not ftill the fonne of old Apuleius, and Pierce {till as 
divine as a wilde vine, I have faid nothing, but commend 
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the fweet art of relenting humanity, and embrace the good 
nature of a good nature that fheddeth the pure teares of 
repentance. Thesmere notorious the offence, the more un- 
fatisfiable the injurie was: the more favorable and liberall 
he is, that with honeft termes and reafonable conditions 
may eafily be entreated to pardon the fame ; that is to be- 
stow a great benefit infteade of a great revenge, and to 
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loofe the exercife of many weekes, to gaine the recovery of 
a loftsonne. The beft is, I am not yet a fly in the cobweb 
of the fpider; and in a mating age none are free from the 
check but kinges. Or if kinges, peradventure, finde them- 
felves somewhat fhrewdly mated, alas ! wee poore fubjectes 
muft be content to be checked, and may dayly learne of our 
betters to fmoother with patience what we cannot quench 
with order, and will not extinguish with diforder. 

Socrates profeffed nothing, and I profeffe leffe then So- 
crates ; yet this I profeffe. He that neither cockereth him- 
felfe, nor loveth to be lulled or fmoothed-up of freindes, can 
lightly put-up the heavieft loade of an enemy; and he can 
hardly be daunted with nipping wordes that is not eafely 
difmayed with pinching deedes. An unguiltie minde know- 
eth not what the trembling of the hart meaneth,and a founde 
confcience is a brafen wall againft the maineft battry of 
{pite or feude. Were there no other philofophie but expe- 
rience, and a fettled refolution to proceede according to 
reafon in generall, and occafion in fpeciall, every guiltleffe 
eye that feeith any thing, feeith his owne confirmation in the 
confutation of his guiltie adverfary, whofe vaine railinges 
are fibbe to other vanities, that cannot endure, but either 
vanifh like fmoke in the ayer, or mealt-away like fnow in 
the sunne, or grow ftale like difguifed fafhions, or diffolve 
themfelves into their saterzam primam, that is, into vanitie 
and fhame. 

Had I founde any one materiall article, or fubftantiall 
point againft me, I muft have imputed fome part of the 
blame to mifelfe ; but finding nothing in all thofe pestilent 
and virulent fheetes of waft-paper but meere-meere forgeryes 
and the dvell in the horologe, might I not juftly say, I have 
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caufe to ufe as Iam ufed? or have I not reafon to ftand 
upon termes of confideration? Did I not intende to deale 
a bountifull almes of curtefie, who in my cafe would give 
eare to the Jaw of oblivion that hath the law of Talion in 
his handes, or accept of a filly recantation, as it were a fory 
plaifter to a broken fhinne, that could knocke malice on the 
head, and cut the windpipe of the railing throate ? 

“Pierces Supererogation” (that was an arrow in my hand 
or clogg in your) is left beholding to the penknife : ““Nashes 
S. Fame” hath fomewhat more of the launcelet : the reply 
of “the excellent Gentlewoman” is the fine rafour that muft 
fhave-away every ranke haire of his great courage and little 
wit. I was long-fince aweary with beating the aier, and 
take {mall pleafure in wafhing the affes head, or what fhould 
I terme that booteleffe and irkfome bufinefse ? But it is that 
heavenly creature (for fo fhe will approve herfelfe) that can 
conjure-downe the mouth of villany into hell-mouth, and 
will do it as refolutely as fhe can do it peremptorily, unleffe 
a competent fatisfaction be fpeedily tendered to my con- 
tentment. Jt were pitty that divine handy-worke fhould 
bee employed but to a divine peece of fervice, either to 
gaine a relenting foule, or to caft-away an obftinate body. 
If the be prevented by a voluntary fubmiffion of the offen- 
dour, to do a thing done were a fuperfluous labour, and to 
undo a man undone an unmercifull cruelty—a thing as 
contrary to the fhining lovelineffe of her milde difpofition 
as the bittereft bitter feemeth repugnant to the fweetest 
{weet. 

The braveft man is fuch a perfonage as I have elfewhere 
defcribed : a lion in the field, a lamme in the towne: a 
Joves eagle in feude, an Apollos fwanne in fociety : a fer- 
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pent in wit, a dove in life: a fury in execution, an angell in 
converfation. What hath the braveft man that she hath 
not ? excepting the lion in the field of Mars, which she 
hath in the field of Minerva, whofe warre she wageth with 
a couragious minde, an invincible hand, and the cunning 
aray of the worthy old-man in Homer. His talke was 
fweete, his order fine, and his whole menage brave ; and fo 
is hers: but for a dainty wit and a divine humanitie she is 
fuch a paragon as may compare with the excellenteft of 
Homers women, and pledge the honorableft of his goddeffes. 
She isa right bird of Mercuries winged chariot, and teacheft 
the livelieft cockes of the game to befturre them early, to 
crow gallantly, to march comely, to fight valiantly, to con- 
fort kindly, and to live in any eftate honorably. No flower 
more floorifhing then her wit, no fruite more mature then 
her judgement. All her conceits are illuminate with the 
light of reafon: all her fpeeches bewtefied with the grace 
of affabilitie : all her writinges feafoned with the falt of dif- 
cretion: all her fentences fpiced with wittines, perfumed 
with delight, tempered with proffit : no leaven of experience 
more favory then all her platformes and actions: nothing 
more mellow then the whole courfe of her life. In her 
minde there appeareth a certaine heavenly logique : in her 
tongue and pen a divine rhetorique: in her behaviour a 
refined morall philofophie: in her government a foverain 
pollicy : in every part of her proceeding is a fingular dex- 
teritie ; and what patterne of fkill or practise more admir- 
able then the whole? Let it not feeme incredible that fhall 
enact and accomplifh more then is fignified. The maner 
of her wrath or difpleafure (yet I beleeve fhe was never fro- 
ward with any, nor ever angry but with ove, whom onely 
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fhe fcorneth, and before whom fhe never contemned any) 
‘s fomewhat like the counter-tenour of an offended fyren, 
or not much unlike the progreffe of the refplendent funne 
in the Scorpion. Her favour is liker triacle for the hart 
then ypocrafe for the mouth: her disfavour like the moone 
withdrawing the cheerely beames of her bounteous light in 
a cloud: her hatred (if fhe can hate, for I verily thinke fhe 
never hated but one) like the flafhing weapon of the fiery 
aier. She is not lightly moved; but what fhe refembleth 
or reprefenteth when fhe is moved, could las visibly declare 
as fhe can vigoroufly utter, I would deeme mifelf a peece 
of an oratour. And I were more then Tulleyes perfect 
oratour if I could difplay her excellent perfeétions, whofe 
minde is as full of ritch giftes and precious jewells as New- 
yeares day. Yet her goodlieft ornament and greateft 
wonder is the fweet humilitie of that brave courage. 

But in remembring her I forget mifelf, and what a tedi- 
ous letter is here for him that maintaineth a chargeable 
family by following his bufines! Had I not found you de- 
firous of fome particularities touching “ Nafhes S. Fame’, 
and the “Gentlewomans Reply”, when you delivered unto 
me “ Pierces Supererogation” in print, I had difpatched ere 
now. But now you muft lend me patience untill I have dis- 
balafed my minde concerning her endighting, whereof [ have 
already given you a taft or fmacke in “ Pierces Supereroga- 
tion” : as in the harmony of her mind, fo in the melody of 
her verfe I feldome or never defcry any note out off tune ; 
and it is not the firft time I have termed her profe the 
tinfell of fineft art and fweeteft nature. What notes I 
Gnde above Ela in the one, and what counterpoints of ex- 
quifite workemanfhip I admire in the other, it fhall elfe- 
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where appeare in a Dialogue intituled “Pandora, or the 
Mirrour of Singularitie.” 

Might I fee the fineft art and fweeteft nature in perfon, I 
would report me to the cenfure of their owne foverain 
mouthes, the beft judges in their owne peerleffe faculty. 
There falleth not a fentence from her quill without fappe 
and pith, and every periode of her ftile carrieth marmalad 
and fucket in the mouth; and every argument of her in- 
vention favoreth of moft favory reafon. No chaine fo 
linked as her conclufions, nor any criftall fo conf{picuous as 
her method. Her whole difcourfe is the creame of the 
milke, the combe of the hony, the juice of the grape, and 
the marrow of the bone. The beftowing of her perfections 
at occafion, a dainty choice and fine marfhalling of every 
excellency, curioufly forted in their proper places; like the 
gorgeous wardrobe of Helena, or the precious jewellhoufe 
of Cleopatra, or the cunning ftillhoufe of Medea, or the 
comely diftributing of the neateft and gallanteft furniture 
in her ritcheft oeconomy. 

What needeth more? Her beginning, like the pureft oile 
in the crowne of the middeft of the rondelet ; her proceed- 
ing like the foveraineft wine in the butt ; her ending like 
the fweetest hooney in the bottome of the hoony-pot. Her 
intention was defenfive, not offenfive ; and had any thing 
bene tolerable in that {currilous and villanous declamation, 
affuredly fhe would a thoufand times rather have excufed 
the matter then accufed the maker. Humanity is ever 
willinger to love then to hate, and fo is fhe: curtefie much 
forwarder to commend then to difprayfe, and fo is fhe: 
clemencie infinitly proner to abfolve then to condemne, 
and fo is fhe: for fhe is a perfonall humanity, a meere cur- 
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tefie, and a clemencie incorporate. But when fhe fawe the 
fowle mouth fo fhamefully runne-over, without all refpect 
of manners, or regard of honeftie, or pretence of truth, or 
colour of reafon, 

“ Gentlemen,” quoth fhe, “though I lack what you have, 
the art of confuting, yet I have fome fuddes of my mother 
witt to fowfe fuch a dith clowte in; and if fowfing will not 
ferve the turne, I may hap finde a payre of pinfons, as 
{harply conceited as 5S. Dunftons tonges, that led the 
Divell by the nofe autem up and downe the houfe, till the 
roaring beaft bellowed out like a bull-beggar. And as for 
his terrible crackes of gunpowder termes, never lend credit 
to the word of a gentlewoman, if I make not old mother 
Gunpowder of the neweft of thofe ratling babyes. And if 
fteeping in agua fortis will infufe courage into his goofe- 
quill, why man, I will dowfe thee over head and eares in 
fuch a dowty Collyrium, as will infpire the feature of 
Snuffe and Fury into the image of S. Patience. I have not 
bene fquattering at my papers for nothing; and albeit I 
cannot paint with my pen like fine Sappho, yet I can 
dawbe with my incke like none of the Mufes, and am pret- 
tily provided to interteine “S. Fame’ with a homely galli- 
maufry of little art, to requite her dainty flaumpaump 
of little wit. A poore kitchin may be as good an artift for 
the ftomacke as a poore dairy; (alas! that ever Sealine 
fhould be fo whitled) and it fhall go hard in my cookery, 
but the fillibub of his ftale invention fhalbe welcommed 
with a fupping of a new fafhion, and fome {traunge firrupe 
in commendam of his meritorious workes.. Though a 
railer hath more learning then a threw, yet Experience 
hath a fillip for a fcholler, Difcretion a tuck for a foole, 
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Honefty a bobb for a k., and my mortar a peftle for affa- 
fetida. Let him be the falanta downe-didle of rymesthe 
fayhohalliday of profe, the Walladay of new writers, the 
kutthroate of his adverfaries, the gallowes of his compa- 
nions, the onely broker of pamflets, or what he can for his 
{weltring hart, my battring inftrument is refolute, and hath 
vowed to bray the braying creature to powder. We mutft 
have at leaft three peccavies of Pierce Penniles, and three 
mifereres of the confuting tofpot, or Lord have mercy upon 
thee, three thoufand times-wofull wight! I am loth to 
ftruggle for the moon-fhine in the pudled water ; but if we 
muft needes buckle for nifles, and grapple for naughtes, 
though I cannot tell whether I can bounfe him like a barne 
doore, or thumpe him like a dr'umme of Flufhing, yet I may 
chaunce rattle him like a baby of parchment, or kneade 
him like a cake of dowe, or chearne him like a dith of 
butter, or girke him like a hobling gig, or tatter him like a 
thing forfpoken, or fomeway have my penny-worthes of his 
Penniles witt. Nay, if the princock muft be playing upon 
them that can play upon his warped fconce as upon a tabor 
or a fiddle, let himfelfe thanke himfelfe if he be kindly 
thummed, Sirrha, I will ftampe an unknowne grape that 
fhall put the mighty Burdeaux grape to bed; and may 
peradventure broach a new tun of fuch zzppztaty as with 
the very fteame of the nappy liquor will lullaby thy five 
wittes, like the fenfes of the drunkeneft fot, when his 
braynes are {weetlieft perfumed. I fit thee with a fimili- 
tude for thy capacity, or belch a new confutation againft 
the long tongues of the Stilliarde, and fome twenty tavernes 
in London. I could be content a drunken profe and a mad 
ryme were thy deadlyeft finnes. -But they are fweet 
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youthes that tipple their wittes with quaffing of knavery 
and carowfing of atheifme. If there be no other jollityes 
at home or braveries abroad, it is happy for them that were 
borne with thofe prizes in their throats. And wellfare a 
frolike courage, that will needes be the Tower of Baby- 
lonian conceit, and with a mightie bulwarke of Supereroga- 
tion glorioufly confounde itfelfe.” 

The reft of her {peaches and writings are to be recorded 
or fuppreffed as it pleafeth the horne of thefe pelting fturres, 
who may haply finde the trompet of peace as fuer a fouldiour, 
in cafe of neceffary defence, as the drumme of warre or the 
(wath of feude. Some that have perufed eloquent bookes, 
and refearched moft curious writinges, have not feene good- 
lier variety of vernifhed phrafes, and burnifhed fentences 
then in her stile, which was not fo gorgeously decked, and 
fo fairely limned for nought. Howbeit, as in fome pub- 
lique caufes, better a mifchief then an inconvenience: so in 
many private cafes, better an inconvenience then a mis- 
chief, Though an orient gemme be precious, and worthy 
to be gazed upon with the eye of admiration, yet better an 
orient gemme fleepe then the penitent man perith ; and 
better a delicate peece of art fhould be layd afide, or un- 
woven like Penelopes web, then an immortall peece of na- 
ture becaft-away. She loveth not to confute that confuteth 
itfelfe, and I hate to confound that confoundeth himfelfe. 
She in the Court of Civility hath learned to embrace amend- 
ment with the armes of curtefie; and I in the Schoole of 
Divinity am taught to kiffe repentaunce with the lippes of 
charitie. 

I affect not any colourable infinuation in elofing or 
fmoothing termes of formall accord; but mifery accompany 
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my actions, and the mercy of heaven be my unmercifull 
enemy, if I defire not with a longing hart to wreake my 
teene upon wilde undifcretion by requiting good for bad, 
and converting the worme-wood of juft offence into the 
angelica of pure attonement. The onely reafon of my de- 
murrer is my affurance; which confisteth rather in diffidence 
then in credulitie, and cannot watrantife itfelfe what will be 
done untill it is done. He were very fimple that, having fo 
heavy caufes of diffidence, and fo light caufes of credulity, 
would run haftily into the trapp and fuffer himfelfe to be 
prefently intangled in the fnare. Parly is a futtle fophifter: 
flattery a tickling follicitour, and perfuafion an inchaunting 
witch. I cannot but liften unto them with an itching eare, 
and conceive, as it were, a tang of pleafure in mine owne 
difpleafure : but, without legem pone wordes are winde, and 
without actuall performance all nothing. Had I not more 
premiffes of diftruft then promifes of truft, or were he not 
ever to be prefumed a bad fellow that hath once played 
the bad fellow with a witneffe (nothing but contrary proofe 
can reverfe that judgement) ; yet lawyers love reall cautions, 
and they that would be loth to be enticed by white and 
defeated by blacke are curious of their fecurity. Truce was 
ever a redoubtable freind, and fufpicion hath caufe to looke 
upon reconciliation with a jelous eye. Reconciliation is a 
{weet word ; but entire reconciliation a rare thine anda 
ftraunge reftorative, whofe fweetneffe lyeth not in the tip 
of the tongue, or the neb of the pen, but in the bottome 
of the hart, and in the bowells of the minde ; the minde that 
daily emproveth itfelfe the onely deepe polititian and in- 
scrutable hypocrite. Whofe inwardeft fecrets, notwith- 
ftanding, are not fo profound or clofe, efpecially in the 
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hallow breft of inconfiderate youth, but they may in fort 
be founded and difcovered by a cunning obferyation of cir- 
cumftances. | 

Some effentiall points I referve to mifelfe ; but M. Wolfe 
knoweth, and who knoweth not ? great penmen and pamflet- 
marchants play much upon the advantage of the time, and 
care not who be the enemy, fo the terme be their frend. 
Which of us can tell but there may lye the drift and great 
pollicy of the new motion? I have earneftly and inftantly 
craved perfonall conference; but that fhould feeme to make 
little for his purpofe, or might have bene graunted with 
leffe fuite. All muft be done by the mediation of a third 
and a fourth ; and fuch an intercourfe as I may probably 
have in fome jeloufie, though I conceive well of the inter- 
pofed perfons. There hath already bene a large expence 
of time and charges continually runne, and matters of more 
importance lye dead in the neaft, and the burned finger 
hath reafon to ftartle from the fire, and he that hath bene 
once abufed would not willingly be abufed twice ; and fecu- 
rity cannot be too precife or fcrupulous, and I would there 
were no cunnycatchers in London. Till a publique injurie 
be publiquely confeffed, and print confuted in print, Tam 
one of S. Thomas difciples, not over-preft to beleeve but 
as caufe caufeth; and very ready to forgive as effect ef- 
fecteth: 

They that know the daunger of truces and the coven of 
treaties, wt /upra, muft begge leave to ground their repofe 
upon more cautels then one, and to proceede in termes of 
fufpence or paufe, till they may be refolved with infallible 
affurance. For mine owne determination I fee no credible 
hope of peace, but in warre ; and could I not commaunde 
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that I defire, I fhould hardly obtaine that I with. I love 
ofculum pacis, but hate ofculum Fud@, and reverence the 
“Teares of Chrift,” but feare the teares of the crocodile. 

Shall I be a little plaine ? Methinkes the raunging eyes 
under that long haire (which fome would call rufhianly haire) 
should fcarfely yet be bathed in the heavenly teares of 
Chrift, or washed in the divine teares of penitencess irish 
haire and weeping [ri/h are no white crowes in thefe coun- 
treyes ; and although there were no wolfes in England, 
yet there be foxes in the hole. I would be loth to agera- 
vate the leaft or greateft particular againft a penitentiall 
foule; but ftill to haunt infamous or fufpected houfes, 
tavernes, lewd company, and riotous fashions as before (for 
to this day his behaviour is no turnecoate, though his 
{tile be a changeling) is a greater liberty, in my fmall 
divinity, then accordeth with that devoute and moft holy 
profeffion. 

Lord ! how curious was the wifer fort, even of the heathen 
philofophers, in the neat and exquifite choice of their pure 
diet, undefiled fociety, virgin manners, unftained difcourfes, 
and unfpotted actions! What fo clarified as their witt, fo 
purified as their minde, fo fweetened as their conference, 
fo vertuous as their inftruction, fo powerfull as their experi- 
ments, fo exemplary as their life, fo unblemished as their 
fame? I know not who weeped the “ Funerall Teares of 
Mary Magdalene :” I would he that sheddeth the patheti- 
call Teares of Chrift, and trickleth the liquid teares of re- 
pentance were no worfe affected in pure devotion then thofe 
philofophers in morall converfation! Were I not content, 
in fome little hope of his finall recovery, either in deede or 
in fhewe, to do him a meritorious favour by concealing his 
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utter difcredit, I could eafily, and would notoriously, make 
him athamed of fome of his late fayings and doinges. O, 
Lord! how unbefeeming the Teares of Chrift, andwalase 
how likely to forerunne a miferable deftiny ! Let him re- 
forme his publique and redreffe his private enormities, and 
with a fincere vowe I fweare him frendfhip: or let him reft 
quiet and Iam quiet. Otherwife I may poffibly be induced 
to pay him home with an immortall revenge that hath 
plagued his own tongue with defperate blafphemies in jeft. 
O Chrift! of how horrible confequence without teares in 
earneft! There is,a great diftance betwixt hell and heaven, 
the Divell and God, rakehells and sainctes, the “ Supplica- 
tion to the Divell” and the “ Teares of Chrift”, the “ Straunge 
Newes” of villany, and the miraculous newes of repentance, 
the herald of warre, and the ambaffadour of peace, the pub- 
lique notary of lyes, and the regifter of truth, the Divels 
Oratour and Chriftes Chauncellour. 

Though Greene were a Julian and Marlow a Lucian, yet 
I would be loth he should be an Aretin that paraphrafed 
the ineftimable bookes of Mofes, and difcourfed the capri- 
cious Dialogues of rankeft bawdry ; that penned one apo- 
logy of the divinity of Chrift, and another of Pederaftice, a 
kinde of harlatry not to be recited ; that published the Life 
of the Bleffed Virgin, and the Legende of the Errant Putana; 
that recorded the hiftory of S. Thomas of Aquin, and forged 
the moft deteftable blacke-booke de tribus tmpoftoribus 
munat. ©, monfter of extremityes, and 6 abomination of 
outragious witt! It was his glory to be a hellhounde in- 
carnate, and to fpoile Origen of his egregious praise : Udz 
bene, nemo melius, ubt male nemo pezus. 
Some furmounting fpirites love to arreare a huge opinion 
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of their exceffive validity, pro or contra. Hyperbolicall 
vertues (itis Aristotles epithite) are heavenly miracles, and 
hideous excellency an heroicall wonder, like the labours of 
Hercules, and the bountyes of errant knightes; but fuper- 
lative knavery is a ranke villain, and ugly blafphemy a foule 
divell, tormented with his own damnable mouth. It is not 
puffing or bluftring in bombafted termes or Babilonian 
phrafes, but the fine and fweet courfe of vertue, of induftry, 
of beaudefert, of valour, of true bravery, that performeth 
worthy actions, and purchafeth the honour of the world, If 
humanity will needes grow miraculous, it muft fly with the 
wing of divinity, not flutter with the plume of atheifme, or 
hoife the fayle of prefumption. Whofoever defpifeth the 
majeftie of heaven, or playeth the Democritus in Goddes 
caufe, be his witt never fo capon-crammed in vanity, or his 
hart never fo toade-fwolne in furquidry, is the abjecteft 
vermin and vileft padd that creepeth on the earth. If there 
be no fuch matter in the world, all the better: if there be, 
wo be to the autours of their own confufion, and bleffed they 
that take-forth a good leffon from other men’s miscarriage. 
Happy, and ten thousand times happy, that infpired He- 
raclitus, that poureth-out the moft tender affectionate 7earcs 
of Chrift with the flowing eyes of zeale and the melting 
eloquence of his bowells. Other oratory would be feeid as 
it perswadeth, or thanked as it edifieth, or honored as it 
ravifheth harts with a powerfull impreffion, or admired as 
it ftealeth foules with a divine facriledge. He is the per- 
fect oratour that figureth and reprefenteth every thing in 
art as it is in nature ; that difpatcheth light points roundly, 
handeleth weightier matter more fubftantially; in the 
graveft fubject proceedeth with due reverence, and of faith 
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difcourfeth faithfully, of heaven heavenly, of divinity di- 
vinely, of Chrift like Chrift. Dalliance in the fageft and 
higheft caufes is an abfurdity, and like a rediculous Vice in 
a tragedy, or a poifonous ferpent in Paradife. Wong 
honum ludere cum Sanctis ; cum Chrifto ludere execrabile. 
Aretin was a reprobate ruffian ; but even Catftilio and Mac- 
chiavel, that were not greatly religious in confcience, yet 
were religious in pollicy; and there is no kingdome or 
commonwealth upon earth fo prophane or barbarous, but 
either in confcience is, or im pollicy feemeth, religious, or 
cannot pofibly maintaine any durable ftate. 

I would every autour that hath done no better had done 
no worfe; and it were to be wifhed that fome defperate 
wittes were not fo forward to disbowell the intrails of their 
owne impious mindes. Plinyes and Lucians religion may 
ruffle and fcoffe awhile, but extreme vanitie is the beft be- 
ginning of that bravery, and extreme mifery the beft.end of 
that felicity. Greene and Marlow might admonifh other 
to advife themfelves ; and I pray God the promifed teares 
of repentance prove not the teares of the Onion upon the 
Theater. 

If I knew no more then I utter, I would hope no leffe 
then I wifh; but hearing what I heare, and conceiving what 
I conceive, I would be unfainedly glad he fhould exceede 
my expectation ; and when he hath refolved my incredu- 
lity with a little actuall performance I will not faile to ren- 
der him right with extenfive favour. For my particular, 
let his profeffed penizet appeare by any reafonable or toler- 
able fatisfaction, without fraud or collufion, and I am no 
way rigorous in revenge or obftinate in difpleafure. 

Meanewhile it is haply not amiffe to confider by the way 
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that truth begetteth hatred, vertue envy, familiaritie con- 
tempt, favour pride, pardon recklefneffe, and credulitie 
damage or daunger. A ftraunge cafe that fo good moothers 
fhould bring-forth fo bad daughters ; but improbitie, or 
iniquitie (or what fhould I terme that naughty humour ?) 
is the fift element of the world ; and confultation were bet- 
ter fit fafely betweene yea and zo, then to fall fuddainly with 
a hafty zo, or to ftand weakely witha fimple yea. My affec- 
tion is ready to fubfcribe to any indifferent articles of accorde 
(for bona fide I affect agreement), but my reafon hath rea- 
fon to pawfe awhile, and a fcruple or two of fome depend- 
ence may feeme to fay zo. But even thofe two negatives 
(upon a firme and undefeafible fecurity, ve dolo malo) 
would be conformable enough to conclude an affirmative, 
and will not fticke at any transaction, or compofition, that 
is not unreafonable. 

To make fhort (for no jett or loadftone fo attractive 
as lines that draw unto them fo many felfe-offering fen- 
tences, and I have already unmeafurably exceeded my 
{tint) he that longeth to enjoy the fruite of private 
amitie and publique favour hafteth not to embrace the 
bloffome or to dote upon the fhaddow. His onely finall 
reque{t and affectionate prayer is that, howfoever poore 
tens be uled, thedeare,“” leares of Chrift” and the cheape 
teares of repentance be not abufed. All is well that endeth 
effectually well; and foin fome hafte he endeth that wifheth 
you entirely well; and for your inftruction can affure you 
be needeth not to fend to Athens for hony, or to Spaine 
for fugar, or to Italy for annifeedes, or to the Orient for 
faunders or pearles, that may finde as fine and dainty choice 
neerer hand. I fay nothing for mifelfe, whofe date is ex- 
pired ; but I dare afcertaine you three drops of the oyle of 
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rofes or three drops of the Mercury of buglofse will en- 
ftrengthen the braine and comfort the hart more then 
fix, and fix ounces of their common firrups. A greater 
difference betwixt artificiall and rude ftiles, refined and 
droffy wittes, fkilfull and ignorant judgements, available 
and unprofitable workes ; I commende to the confideration 
of the preffe, with a right-harty farewell. This 16 of Sep- 
tember, 1593. Your affured, wherein he may pleafure you, 
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St. Fame, difpos’d to cunnycatch the world, 
Uprear’d a wonderment of Eighty Ezght: 
The Earth, addreading to be overwhurld, 

What now availes, quoth fhe, my ballance weight ? 
The Circle {myl’d to fee the Center feare: 
The wonder was, no wonder fell that yeare. 


Wonders enhaunfe their powre in numbers odd : 
The fatall yeare of yeares is Nznety Three. 
Parma hath kift ; De-maine entreates the rodd: 

Warre wondreth Peace and Spaine in Fraunce to Jee. 
Brave Eckenberg the dowty Baffa fhames : 
The Chriftian Neptune Turkifh Vulcane tames. 


Navarre wooes Roome: Charlmaine gives Guife the Phy: 
Weepe, Powles, thy Tamberlaine voutfafes to dye! 
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Lenvoy. 
The hugeft miracle remaines behinde, 
The fecond Shakerley Rath-fwath to binde. 


ASSTANZA DECLARATIVE: 
TO THE LOVERS OF ADMIRABLE WORKES. 


Pleafed it hath a Gentlewoman rare, 
With Phenix quill in diamont hand of art, 
To muzzle the redoubtable Bull-bare, 
And play the galiard championeffes part. 
Though miracles furceafe, yet wonder fee 
Lhe mighticft miracle of Ninety Three. 
Vis confilit expers mole rutt sua. 


THE WRITER’S POSTSCRIPT, OR A FRENDLY CAVEAT 
TO THE SECOND SHAKERLEY OF POWLES. 


Slumbring I lay in melancholy bed, 

Before the dawning of the fanguin light, 
When eccho shrill, or fome familiar {pricht, 
Buzzed an Epitaph into my hed. 


Magnifique mindes, bred of Gargantuas race, 

In grifly weedes his obfequies waiment, 

Whofe corps on Powles, whofe mind triumph’d on Kent, 
Scorning to bate Sir Rodomont an ace. 


I mus’d awhile ; and having mus’d awhile 
Jefu! (quoth I) is that Gargantua minde 
Conquerd, and left no Scanderbeg behinde ? 
Vowed he not to Powles A Second bile ? 

What bile or kibe ? (quoth that fame early {pright) 
Have you forgot the Scanderbegging wight ? 
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Gloffe. 
Is it a dreame ? or is it the higheft minde 
That ever haunted Powles, or hunted winde, 
Bereaft of that fame fky-furmounting breath, 
That breath that taught the Tempany to fwell ? 
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He and the plague contended for the game : 
The hawty man extolles his hideous thoughtes, 
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And glorioufly infultes upon poore foules 

That plague themfelves: for faint harts plague themfelves. 
The tyrant fickneffe of bafe-minded flaves, 

Oh! how it dominer’s in Coward Lane ? 

So Surquidry rang-out his larum bell, 

When he had girn’d at many a dolefull knell. 


The graund diffeafe disdain’d his toade conceit, 
And fmiling at his Tamberlaine contempt, 
Sternely ftruck-home the peremptory {troke. 
He that nor feared God, nor dreaded Div'll, 
Nor ought admired but his wondrous felfe, 
Like Junos gawdy bird that proudly ftares 

On glittering fan of his triumphant taile, 

Or like the ugly bugg that fcornd to dy, 

And mountes of glory rear’d in towring witt, 
Alas! but Babell Pride muft kiffe the pitt. 


L envoy. 
Powles fteeple, and a hugyer thing is downe: 
Beware the next Bull-beggar of the towne. 


———_———— Fata immatura vagantur. 
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